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Church Services

Rector
Revd Canon John Simpson The Rectory, Old Rd, Pensford 01761 490221

Reader
Mrs Noreen Busby  01761 452939

Church wardens
Publow with Pensford Mr Andrew Hillman 01761 490324
 Mrs Janet Smith 01761 490584
Compton Dando Mr David Brunskill 01761 490449
 Mrs Fiona Gregg-Smith 01761 490323
Chelwood Mr Don Weston 01761 490245
 Mrs Ann Sherborne 01761 490586

Publow with Pensford PCC
Secretary Mrs Judith Hillman 01761 490324
Treasurer Mrs Gillian Wookey 01761 490336

Compton Dando & Chelwood PCC
Secretary Sylvia Brunskill  01761 490449
Treasurer Mr Duncan Ross 01761 492913

Organists
Publow with Pensford Mr Martin Sussams 01761 490221
Compton Dando & Chelwood Mr Mervyn Cox 01761 471618

1st Sundays
Publow 9.30am - Compton Dando 11.15am

2nd Sunday
Chelwood 8.00am - Publow 9.30am - Compton Dando 6.00pm

3rd Sunday
Publow 9.30am - Compton Dando 11.15am

4th Sunday
Chelwood 9.30am - Compton Dando 11.15am - Publow 6.00pm

5th Sunday
10.00am Benefice Service as advertised

25 February
Had to turn out this evening for a PCC Meeting 
for St Mary’s and St Leonard’s, and I wonder 
why I have recorded it in this way? Why do I 
find it a bit of a bind now to attend evening 
meetings? It’s not the meeting itself because 
that went quite well and we made some 
positive moves for the future Ministry in the 
village churches. The discussion flowed, the 
temperature in St Mary’s dropped, and after 
90 minutes we were ready to go home. But we 
felt we had achieved something – approval for 
a dais and nave altar, and for the decoration of 
the walls of St Mary’s. Chelwood agreed to a 
rationalisation of church services – reducing the 
number by two a month and emphasising about 
13 special services during the year which may 
have a wider appeal, starting with a Mothering 
Sunday Service at 11.30am on 30th March.

26 February
I was quite happy to stir myself this evening to 
go to the cinema; and I contrast that feeling 
with last night’s moan. I have a sneaking feeling 
that the Church can never win. The doctor 
tells a patient that he must do less, and the first 
casualty is church-going. He gives that up. The 
church is cold, so I won’t go. But the football 
ground strangely is not cold…. Anyway I’m glad 
that we saw “The Book Thief.” The film is set 
in 2nd World War Germany and is a powerful 
tale of the resilience of the human spirit. We 
frequently go see the latest films and surprisingly 
the numbers in at the screenings are very low. I 
suppose that it is cheaper to buy the DVD when 
it comes out.

6 March
My pace-maker, fitted 3 years ago, is not doing 
its job properly and has to be replaced, so I await 
admittance to hospital for this procedure to be 
carried out. The surgeon who fitted the device 
told me it was a “Jude” and I reminded him then 
that Jude is the Patron Saint of lost causes.

10 March
Deddington Church in Oxfordshire fascinates 
me. (We were staying the night in the village 
on the way to Suffolk to see my sister.) Chairs, 
good quality ones from Northern Ireland, have 
replaced the pews. They can be moved without 
difficulty – tonight in readiness for the Scouts 
who will be meeting in the large nave. There 
is a large library with three computers for any 
in the village who wish to use these facilities, 
and the building seems always to be open. 
That hospitality has not been abused as far as 
I know. I think that I would have liked to have 
been Vicar in a church like that in years gone 
by. We in Lowestoft however were fearful of 
leaving our building unlocked and unattended 
and it seemed to me to have an off-putting 
appearance when not open for worship as two 
grills closed the porch. Beyond the grills you 
could see a notice which said “Welcome!” For 
an experiment two elderly ladies did offer to sit 
for a few hours when the church was open and 
we provided them with mobile phones for use in 
emergency. The phones however were stolen on 
the first day! So it is with thanks that we record 
that St Mary’s is always open during daylight 
hours, and All Saints at weekends. People do 
value the open door. This was seen on one 
notice board: Each day I pass this church,/ I pay a 
little visit./ So when at last I’m carried in, /The Lord 
won’t say, “Who is it?”

11 March
Diane, my sister, did at least recognise me as her 
brother although she had forgotten my name. 
Alzheimers seems to be a common disease in its 
varying forms, and people like me find it difficult 
to accept that loved ones experience memory 
loss which often impairs communication. So we 
continue to visit and the obvious delight that 
Diane feels when we do see her is justification 
enough to make the rather long journey to 
Nayland....

...continued next page
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Leaves from the Rector’s Diary



Every Tuesday 
9.45am - 11.45am 
Pensford Memorial Hall 
£2 per adult, children free 
Contact Lisbeth Taylerson for more  
information on 07970 516255

First  
session  

free

Church News & Events

All Saints’ Market
March Report
On a lovely sunny morning a large number 
of people joined us in the Church Room 
for a friendly and chatty time over a cup 
of coffee. Home baking and cards were 
soon purchased, along with delicious cakes 
from a stall manned by the Brownies which 
raised £56.50. The Brownies have very 
generously donated this sum to the fund for 
the new organ at All Saints’. The market 
raised £256.58 towards the General Fund 
which covers routine running costs. 

Our next market will be on 5th April 
when we shall have a plant stall and 
wrapped sweets from ‘Treats with a Twist’, 
in addition to the home baking.

Continued...

... church houses Constable’s painting 
of Christ blessing the bread and wine. 
I mention that simply because the 
Communion service speaks most 
effectively of all the forms of liturgy just 
because it involves all one’s senses – 
including taste and smell. So we give 
Communion the priority because not only 
do we “do this in remembrance of him” but

because actions speak louder than words. 
We have received, and thus strengthened. 
I found in my research and experience 
in working with people with Down’s 
Syndrome, that worship, for example, 
was meaningful to them when it involved 
movement, touch and action. Nothing 
abstract ever made sense; and think of it: 
much of what we do and say in worship is 
expressed in abstract imagery. Canon John

Leaves from the Rector’s Diary

All Saints’ Publow
Annual Meeting 
The Vestry Meeting and the Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting will be held on 
Sunday 6th April, 2014 at 10.30am at All 
Saints’ Church, Publow. For two Sundays 
prior to the meeting the updated Electoral 
Roll, together with the Annual Report and 
Accounts will be available for inspection. 
There will also be lists inviting 
nominations as follows:-
a)  Two Churchwardens to serve for the 

coming year. Andrew Hillman and 
Janet Smith have indicated their 
willingness to stand.

b)  Two representatives of the parish to 
serve on Deanery Synod for three years.

c)  Three elected members to the Parochial 
Church Council to serve for a three 
year term.

All parishioners are encouraged to attend 
to vote for their representatives and to 
approve the accounts for 2013.
Judith Hillman (Hon. Secretary to the PCC)

Easter Church Diary
Saturday 5th April
Holy Communion 9.30am,  
St Thomas Tower
Sunday 13th April - Palm Sunday
Benefice Eucharist 10.00am, All Saints
Baptism 11.30am, St Leonard’s
Evensong 6.00pm, St Mary’s
Monday – Thursday
Morning Prayers 9.30am
Thursday 17th April
Maundy Thursday 7.30pm, St Mary’s
Friday 18th April - Good Friday
Childrens Activities 10am, All Saints
Devotional Service 2pm, St Leonard’s
Stainer’s Crucifixion 7.30pm, All Saints
Sunday 20th April - Easter Sunday
Holy Communion 8.00am, St Leonard’s
Festival Eucharist 9.30am, All Saints
Easter Eucharist 11.15am, St Mary’s
Sunday 27 April 
Services as normal

Joanne Bamford, Jean McMahon,Gill Wookey and Janet Smith 
manning the home baking and preserves stall. Ros Anstey

From the Parish Registers:
Baptism at St Leonards, Chelwood 
15 March Martha Agnes Maria THORN

Interment of Ashes (in Pensford Churchyard)
1st March Edith May SAMPSON



Church News & Events

Publow Church Coffee 
Morning & Market

Saturday 5th April,  
Church Rooms Pensford,  

10am - 11.30am

 • HOME BAKING 
• TREATS WITH A TWIST 

• PLANTS
 Admission 50p to include coffee and biscuit. 
Proceeds towards All Saints’ General Fund

A Joint choir from  
Benefices of Publow,  
Compton Dando &  

Chelwood, and The Choir 
of St John’s Keynsham

Good Friday 2014  
18th April 2014; 7:30pm

sings The Crucifixion (Stainer)  
at All Saints’ Church, Publow

FREE ENTRY

If you enjoy singing and would  
like to join us please contact  

Martin Sussams on (01761) 490221  
or msussams@gmail.com

Good Friday

Children’s  
Workshop
All Saint’s Church, Publow

Friday April 18th 2014
10am – 12.00pm

ALL WELCOME
Hear the Easter Story

Have fun making Easter Garden’s,  
cards, baskets & much more.

(Children under 5 must be accompanied by  
an adult). Parents will be required to register 

each child on arrival, sign a consent form  
and leave contact numbers.

For more information:  
Carol Simpson 01761490221



Pensford With Publow W.I
Enjoy creating bracelets and look forward to a cup cake demo.

Your Local Groups

Members were welcomed to the March 
meeting. At our February meeting we had 
welcomed Jackie Dando who came and 
did a hands on session making beaded 
bracelets. This always proves to be an 
enjoyable evening as we struggle with the 
intricacies of this art.
This month we welcomed one visitor and 
presented three birthday cards to members 
who celebrate their birthdays this month. 
The usual business was conducted. Avon 
Newsletter was read and under the Sports 
and Leisure section there is advertised a 
walk on 8th April organised by Stanton 
Drew W.I. around their village, with a 
ploughman’s lunch to follow. There is an 
invitation for lunch only if you don’t fancy 
the walk!
Our speaker this month was Tony Quinn 
who, with his wife Linda – one of our 
members – gave us an illustrated talk of 
their cruise to the Holy Land. This gave 
us an insight into the church where it is 
supposed that the birth of Christ took 
place – quite an ornate place, not as we 
envisage the place to be. There were other 

interesting places shown on this trip. The 
competition was ‘something from this 
region’ and was won by Maureen Ford, 
2nd Sylvia Baber, 3rd Jill Johnson.
Our next meeting will be a Cup Cake 
demonstration, with a chance to have a 
go. We are always looking to increase our 
numbers and would welcome ladies to 
come along and try us as a visitor. 
Look out for our future events and for 
more information contact Liz Stanbury 
(01761 490487).
• Village Lunch Mon 31 March
• Work Party Sat 5 April 9.30am
• Pensford 10K race Sun 27 April
• Bishops Palace trip Sat 31 May
Compton Dando Community Association 
www.compton-dando.org

Mothers Union 
Coffee morning

Chew Magna Deanery’s branch of the Mother’s Union, recently invited other members 
from their group to a coffee morning at Compton Dando Village Hall, including 
members from Chew Magna , Clutton, Keynsham, Publow with Pensford and Saltford. 
The morning included the Mother’s Union Wave of Prayer for their linked diocese in 
Africa, and the money raised £ 156.70 was going to MU Worldwide projects.

Don’t miss our next event!

Village Lunch 

Monday 31 March
Contact Liz Stanbury on 01761 490487



An initial visit to discuss  

your project and talk you 

through the design,  

planning permission and  

building control process  

is completely free.

 
mail@byre-design.co.uk

Compton Dando
Bristol    BS39 4JZ

eryb
Do not be put off by  

Listed Building,  
Conservation Area or  

Green Belt regulations!

Ask for a brochure  
to be e-mailed to you

Steve Rendell
B.A(Hons), B.Arch (Nottm)  

'The Byre' Manor Farm

Architect

No project is too small to benefit 

from an Architect's advice, 

guidance & design

 Your Local Architect

design

01761 490419

Architects Registration Board

Your Local Groups

Pensford Memorial Hall
Chairmans Report March 2014

2013 has been another significant year for 
the hall with improvements made to the 
gents toilet, the complete refurbishment of 
the hall’s floor, and the exterior of the hall 
rendered. Following the rendering and under 
the stewardship of Alan Ford, a team of 
volunteers consisting primarily of members 
from Chaos Productions, Football / Tennis 
Clubs, and KR Bars have applied two coats 
of emulsion to the exterior, although there 
is an area yet to be completed at the rear 
of the hall. The football Club has agreed to 
complete the painting of this area once the 
weather has improved.
The money for the improvements has 
again been raised by fund raising efforts. 
The committee are once again indebted 
to the many individuals who helped in the 
organisation of these events, but in particular 
to Meg and Stephen Thomas for allowing 
the use of their lovely home for the Salmon 
and Strawberry lunch, to Jane Stenner for 
organising the Christmas Craft Fair, and to 
Steve Robertson and Marie Rose for reviving 
the New Years Eve Party. With the profit 
from the Christmas Cabaret, the money from 
these fund raising events exceeded £2,500, 
a magnificent effort. We are also extremely 
grateful to the Pensford and Publow Parish 
Council for their financial help in funding 
improvements, during the last 12 months.
The playing field has been maintained to a 
very high standard by Gerald Tidcombe and 
the committee would like to place on record 
our sincere appreciation for all his hard work.
The committee has seen several changes 
to its personnel during the last year with 

Adele Balzan becoming our Secretary upon 
Sally Brain’s retirement, and Marie Rose 
and Stephen Robertson taking on the role 
of booking clerk, following Judie Smiths 
departure. All three have done a magnificent 
job in their new roles and on behalf of the 
committee I thank them.
The committee will know that following 
last year’s AGM in March our treasurer 
Jane Stenner expressed a desire to leave at 
this years meeting as did Vice Chairman 
Geoff Beedell and myself. Geoff and I have 
worked as a great partnership in leading 
the committee to turn around the fortunes 
of the hall for the last seven years. We are 
proud of our committee’s achievements and 
leave knowing the hall has never been in 
better shape. 
Jane on the other hand will be an extremely 
hard act to follow. She has been treasurer 
for over 30 years and during this period she 
has not only been an outstanding treasurer, 
she has also been primarily responsible for 
raising thousands of pounds for the hall. A 
few years ago she ran a 50/50 draw where 
50% of profit was paid into the hall’s funds, 
and for many years she has been responsible 
for organising the Annual Christmas Craft 
Fairs. This hall committee and all the 
preceding ones Jane has faithfully served, 
owe her a debt that can never be repaid. On 
behalf of this committee, and all previous 
committee’s Jane has ever served with, our 
sincere thanks, and we all hope she enjoys 
her retirement. Terry Phillips, Chairman 
(now retiring)



Whats On!

Compton Dando Coffee Morning
Meet up for complimentary Coffee  

and a Chat in the Parish Hall 
10.30-12.30 Saturday 26th April

Come and join us for free coffee/tea and cakes
Bring your family and friends

A chance to meet up and spend some time  
getting to know each other Contact: Alice 490800

Compton Dando Community Association

Compton Dando Parish Youth Group
Kids living in Compton Dando, Chewton,  
Burnett, Woollard and Queen Charlton
Tuck Shop and Egg Decorating in the Parish Hall

4.00pm Friday 4th April
We shall be selling things like: 

Sweets, Chocolate, Drinks, Crisps and lots more...
BE THERE OR BE SQUARE...

Compton Dando Community Association

New to the Chew Valley
Singing for the Brain  

(facilitated by the Alzheimer’s Society)
PLUS

Coffee & chat for those with memory 
problems & their carers on Wednesdays  

at The Wellsway, West Harptree
For further information 

speak to your Village Agent.

Join us for a free day of activities, 
entertainment and excellent food.
All are welcome to come along for all or part 
of the day which is funded by Cure and Bath 
& North East Somerset Council. If you need 
transport to this event please telephone  
01275 333700 and we will return your call.

Have a go at Line Dancing - try out a few 
simple steps run by Judie Smith.

Age UK, Hub in the Pub:Gadget Busting - 
Bring along your gadget or device and talk to 
friendly helpers who will help explain some of 
the basics.

Healthwatch - Helping you get the best out 
of your local health and social care with Jan 
Perry of Healthwatch.

And lots more people to meet including  
the Chairman of Bath & North East Somerset 
Council, Councillor Neil Butters between  
11am and 2pm

Thursday 3rd April - FREE EVENT

Dracula comes to Pensford
“A hilarious parody of every Hammer House of Horror classic”

Your Local Groups

This year’s pantomime, put on by Chaos 
Productions, was Dracula, a pantomime 
by Limelight Scripts, which transported 
the audience from Dame Plasma’s (Brett 
Wickenden) hovel in Old London Town to 
Transylvania, as Buffy van Helsing (Mandy 
Cullinane) tried to track down her kidnapped 
sweetheart, Fred Corpuscle, (Helen Stockwell) 
to rescue him from Count Dracula’s lair, also 
finding her father Professor Van Helsing 
(Pete Clouting) in the process.
The panto was a hilarious parody of every 
Hammer House of Horror classic, and 
featured an inept detective (Tracey King), 
an aging Count Dracula (Alan Ford), who 
was having trouble with his dentures and of 
course a Womble (Andy Kelly).

As usual, the cast were excellent with 
everyone playing their parts with relish, 
including the children from the local 
school who played the parts of rats and 
bats, enjoying themselves immensely.
We now look forward to next year’s 
production and wonder what it will be.
Ros Anstey (words and photo)



Whats On!

ST THOMAS a BECKET TOWER 
DATES FOR 2014

Short Service on Saturday 5th 
April 9.30 (before Church market)

TOWER FRIENDS MEETING - 
WED 9th April 7pm Church Room

 please come to share ideas & 
become a TOF! (Tower Friend)

THE (NOW FAMOUS!!) TOWER 
TEA PARTY 

 SUNDAY 8TH JUNE 
(WhitSunday) 2-5 pm

Pensford Gospel Hall 
Old Road, Hillcrest

Monday 28th April, 7pm
Calling all residents of Hillcrest and 

beyond! Following the recent installation of 
the new defibrillator in the old telephone 

box at Hillcrest, we would like to invite 
you to attend an informative evening to 

find out about how this life-saving piece of 
equipment works. Please come along with 

any questions you may have. 

All welcome. Free of charge.

Chew Valley Choral Society 
to sing 

Brahms’  
German Requiem 

with piano duo and soloists 
at St John’s Church, Keynsham.

The performance starts at 7.30pm  
on Saturday 12th April at  

St John the Baptist Church, Keynsham. 
Tickets £10 (students & children £5) 

can be obtained from the Parish Office, 
1 The Park, Keynsham (01179 863354), 
from members of the choir, on the door, 

or by telephoning 01275 333014. 

April
Thurs 3rd The Village Agents Day of Information and Activities, 10.30am
Fri 4th  Tuck Shop & Egg Decorating, (CD Parish Hall) 4pm 
  Stanton Drew & Pensford Pre-school Coffee Morning, 10.30am
Sat 5th  Coffee Morning and Market, Church Room, Pensford, 10 - 11.30am 
  WI Work Party, 9.30am 
  Thomas a Becket Tower Service, 9.30am
Sun 6th   Sung Eucharist, All Saints’ 9.30am followed by Vestry Meeting & 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (see separate entry for details)
Tues 8th Lent Group, Sally Higgins Cottage, 10.30am
Wed 9th Tower Friends Meeting, Church Rooms, 7pm.
Thurs 10th Mothers’ Union, Church Room, Pensford, 2.15pm
Sun 13th PALM SUNDAY, Benefice Eucharist, All Saints’ 10.00am
Mon 14th W.I. Meeting, Pensford Memorial Hall, 7.30pm 
   Parish Council Meeting, Pavilion Room Pensford Memorial Hall, 7.15pm 

The 1st 15 minutes is dedicated to members of the public who can come along and 
bring up any concerns they have about the Parish in which they live.

Fri 18th  Good Friday. Morning Prayer, All Saints’ 9.30am 
  Children’s Activities, All Saints’ 10.00am 
  The Crucifixion, John Stainer, All Saints’ 7.30pm
Sun 20th EASTER SUNDAY, Festival Eucharist, All Saints’ 9.30am
Sat 26th Compton Dando Coffee Morning, (CD Parish Hall) 10.30-12.30
Sun 27th Pensford 10K, Pensford Memorial Hall, 1pm
Sun 27th Evensong, All Saints’ 6.00pm
Mon 28th  Defibrillator Awareness Evening, Pensford Gospel Hall, Hillcrest, 7pm

May
Tues 1st  Lent Group, Sally Higgins Cottage, 10.30am
Sat 3rd  Coffee Morning and Market, Church Room, Pensford, 10.00-11.30am
Mon 12th Parish Council Meeting, Pavilion Room Pensford Memorial Hall, 7.15pm

Diary

Tool Hire - Diggers & Dumpers - Toilet Hire
01225 331669 www.alidehire.co.uk

Defibrillator 
Awareness 

Evening



School Highlights

Stanton Drew & Pensford Pre-school
Up coming coffee morning

Pensford Primary School
Dinosaurs, dance & farming

We would like to thank the regular 
attenders of our regular “Cafe Afternoons”. 
The next one will be a coffee morning and 
will take place on Friday 4th April 10.30am 
to midday. All welcome. There will also 
be an Easter Egg hunt for the children. 
Currently we are raising funds for either 
owls or mini beasts to be brought to Pre-
school for the children to look at and learn 
about. Numbers are looking promising for 
September’s new intake - if you would like a 
prospectus please contact Lynne Wilmott at 
the Pre-school.

The Pre-school is looking for a volunteer 
Treasurer to join the Committee. The 
position should take no more than 1 
hour a week, in addition to attending 
one committee meeting a month. The 
role would suit someone with a finance 
background, who is recently retired and 
wants to keep their hand in. If there is 
anyone who would like to take over, after 
the Summer break, the Pre-school would 
be delighted. To find out more, please 
ring Lynne Willmott on 07515 712545.

It is somewhat of a relief to write this, now 
that the river levels are low and the rain 
has stopped falling; a school sandwiched 
between the main road and a river is not 
the most relaxing of places sometimes! 
However, weather has not hindered 
activity in the school and I have seen some 
wonderfully imaginative teaching this term, 
which is really stimulating the children. 
Dragonfly class have been in search of 
dinosaurs, have created their own fossils 
and are becoming experts in all things 
prehistoric. Kingfisher class have been 
practising for their forthcoming ‘opening’ of 
Bath Dance Umbrella. I saw a full rehearsal 
yesterday and look forward to seeing the 
‘real-thing’ at The Forum next week. Otter 
class have been to St Werburgh’s City Farm 
as part of their ‘Living from the Land’ topic. 
Next week, our choir will be performing 
at ‘The Big Sing’, at Chew Valley School, 
alongside pupils from other schools. 

Our topics next term are: Journey into 
Space, Imaginary Worlds and Journeys. If 
you are an expert, or know of any experts, 
who may be able to spark our pupils’ 
imaginations in any of these areas, please 
contact us, we would love to hear from you.
Children at Pensford School have joined 
others all over the region in dressing up on 
World Book Day, and spent the day doing 
World Book Day activities, culminating in  
a special assembly in the afternoon, when 
the best dressed children in each year took 
part in a cat walk, before the best three 
were chosen. 

Otter class at St Werbergh’s City Farm 



Your Local Groups

New Bus Service to Waitrose, Keynsham
Pilot pick up scheme starting April
Keynsham & District Dial-a-Ride will be operating a door to door bus service to the 
new Waitrose Store in Keynsham, this will be starting on Tuesday 15th April and 
weekly thereafter. The pick-up points are as follows (times are approximate):
Outward Journey Return Journey
Time Pick up point Time Pick up point
10.00am Pensford 12.30pm Post Office, Keynsham
10.10am Woollard 12.45pm Waitrose, Keynsham
10.15am Marksbury 12.55pm Corston
10.25am Compton Dando 1.05pm Marksbury
10.35am Corston  1.15pm Compton Dando
10.45am Waitrose, Keynsham 1.20pm Woollard
11.00am Post Office, Keynsham 1.30pm Pensford 
Cost: £3.50 return (Diamond Travelcard); without a Travelcard £7
This is a door to door service. You need to register with us to use the service and it is 
FREE to join. All the vehicles are accessible and either have ramps or lifts if you find 
steps too difficult. An assessment has to be carried out to find out if it is suitable to 
carry on wheelchairs or scooters our vehicles.
This is a pilot scheme and we are hoping it will prove popular with everyone, we ask 
for feedback by our passengers to enable us to make sure the service provided meets 
the needs of our users. If you require a registration form or more information please 
contact: Julie on 01225 395321. Office is open Monday to Friday 8am – 1.30pm and 
bookings are taken between 9am – Midday, please leave a message on the answer 
phone if there is no reply.

Chew Valley Gardening Society 
Report March, 2014
At our March meeting we were joined by Sue Applegate whose talk “From Plant to 
Plate” gave us a fascinating insight into farming in the UK today. Sue explained which 
areas of Britain grow which crops and how farmers and growers grow, harvest and 
distribute their produce to provide us with the diversity we enjoy. The slides she used 
to illustrate how it all works really highlighted the complexity of so many operations 
which, of course, most of us take for granted.
Next month’s meeting will be on 10th April at 8.00 pm in the Old Schoolroom, Chew 
Magna and we look forward to welcoming Chris Sperring who will be telling us about 
the Somerset Barn Owl Project. Do come and join us – we are always pleased to 
welcome visitors. www.chewvalleygardeningsociety.org.uk



Your Local Groups Your Local Groups

Pensford Tennis Club
The good weather in March brought out 
the shorts, now we need the players! The 
Club is always looking for new members 
and rusty returners. To get started contact 
one of our committee members or our 
coach, Peter Evans, 07557 765939. Lessons 
are always a good idea for complete 
beginners. Our start of season event is 
on Sunday 11 May and we will keep you 
posted about the activities planned for that 
day. Coaching sessions are on Tuesdays: 
5pm-6pm - under 10s, 6pm-7pm - under 
14s and 7pm-8pm for adult intermediates, 
followed by club play 8pm-9pm. Non 
members are also welcome. Check out our 
website: www.pensfordtennisclub.co.uk.
Time is running out if you want tickets for 
the Blue Notes Jazz Band featuring Hannah 
Wedlock on Saturday 26 April, at 7pm, in 
Pensford Memorial Hall. The ticket price 
is £15 which includes a two course meal 
(with vegetarian option - please let us 
know). Tickets available from Elaine 01761 
490662, Kathleen 01761 490834 and 
Alison 01275 832201. Proceeds are going 
towards the resurfacing of the courts.

Pensford Local  
History Group
In March the archaeologist, Marek 
Lewcun, spoke about the history of The 
Empire Hotel in Bath. Marek was an 
archeologist for Bath at the time the 
former MOD offices were re-developed to 
create the apartments and restaurant we 
see today so had a unique opportunity to 
document the history. The building was 
built in the 19th Century on the site of 
slaughterhouses, a chunk of the Roman 
City wall with its ditch, and some of the 
ancient streets of Bath. When built the 
Empire was the most luxurious hotel in the 
city but when the war broke out in 1939 
the staff were given a few days to move 
out to make way for the MOD who carved 
up the building to meet their utilitarian 
needs. When the Empire was being re-
developed the partitions were swept aside 
revealing some of the beautiful features 
of the original hotel - though not without 
some losses due to the poor understanding 
of the developers.
On 7th April we hold the final talk of 
the 2013/14 programme, when Chris 
Billinghurst will talk about the long 
distance footpath the Monarch’s Way. 
During May, June and July we will have 
a programme of summer walks and visits. 
All welcome to any of our events. There is 
a charge of £2.50 for the talks, held in the 
Church Room. 

Chew Valley U3A
The next meeting on 14th April (10am 
Ubley Village Hall) will hear Mark Bullen 
talk about, “Smuggling in Past Times”.

Pensford 10k
In its 27th year and going from strength to strength
The Pensford 10K has contributed money to help purchase a 2nd defibrillator for 
Hillcrest, Pensford.
The event is now in its 27th year and is going from strength to strength with younger 
members of the community coming onto the committee and an increased number 
of entries last year. We continue to have closed roads throughout the course for both 
the 10K and the Fun Run. The event this year takes place on Sunday 27th April at 
1pm and we are now open for entries. We look forward to seeing you and further 
information is on the website – www.pensford10k.com
We are looking for marshals. If you are interested please contact Janette on  
01761 490352

Chelwood Lucky Draw
Winners from the previous months
January £12 - J. Young; £8 - The Harrisons; £5 - D. Weston; £3.50 - S &J Harrison.
February £12 - R & J Ashman; £8 - B. Anstey; £5 - G. Burnside; £3.50 - G. Gardiner.

Advertising information
•  Half page (132 x 96mm) - £120 a year
•  Quarter page (66 x 96mm) - £75 a year
•  Eighth page (66 x 48mm) - £40 a year
Either supply your ad as a print-ready pdf, 
psd or jpeg file or we can set your ad for you. 
Send copy via email, attaching any logos 
or images to pensford@gmail.com 
including your name, company name, 
invoicing address, email and phone 
number and an invoice will be sent.



Parish Council News
Extracts from the minutes of a Parish Council  
meeting held on Monday 10th March 2014.
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Full Minutes can be read on the notice-
board in the village or on the Web Site www.
publow-with-pensford-pc.gov.uk
Parking: The use of Disabled Parking Bays in 
and around the village have been questioned. 
Clerk to write to Highways and ask if it is 
necessary to keep them.
The Orchard – Overgrown Vegetation:  
In hand.
War Memorial: Clerk to obtain quotes for 
cleaning and to find someone to look at the 
small wall in front of the War Memorial.
Memorial Hall: Clerk was asked to report to 
the Police Community Support Officers the 
problem with Youths around the Memorial 
Hall Grounds. Many nitrous oxide canisters 
have been recently collected from around the 
Grounds.
Publow Church: Are purchasing a new 
Organ.
Rising Sun Car Park: Concerns over a pile of 
Horse Manure have been raised.
Parking Church Street: It was noted that 
cars continue to be parked over the No 
Parking lines outside of the Church Rooms.
Bus Stop: The possibility of putting planters 
next to the bus stop was discussed. At present 
there were no further suggestions as to what 
can be done with it.
St Thomas a Becket Churchyard: The 
Church Commissioners have written to 
the Parish Council informing the Parish 
Council that land is being released to the 
Churches Conservation Trust and for the 
Commissioners to sell a further part of 
the churchyard for use as garden space in 
connection with use of the nave which is 

now residential. Parish Council support this 
scheme. Clerk to reply.
Parish On-Line Update: A training evening 
was attended at the Bath Spa University. The 
Parish Online Tuition was very informative 
and will prove very useful for the Parish 
Council. Clerk gave an example of an aerial 
view of Publow, the Public Rights of Ways had 
been added, this enabled the Parish Council 
to see the route of the footpath and anything 
which may be blocking the route in its path. 
The maps are updated on a regular basis.
Litter Bins: An e-mail has been received 
from Waste Services who have said that they 
will look into putting the bin back next to  
the Lock Up.
With regards to ‘dog bins’ B&NES have 
reported that they do not install them. Dog 
fouling has been declassified as non-hazardous 
waste and can be placed into litter bins, this 
system mixes the waste making it far better 
for collection by the cleansing operatives than 
collecting from dedicated bins.
Parish Council Insurance: Zurich Insurance 
are preparing a quote for the parish council. 
Clerk has sent them a copy of the schedule 
of assets needed for insurance purposes. The 
new defibrillator will be added to the Policy. 
Clerk was able to update this at the meeting. 
Zurich Insurance have provided a quotation 
of £721.60. The Insurance with AON for 
2013/14 was £954.00. Parish Council agreed 
to change to Zurich. Clerk confirmed that 
the new policy included the Defibrillator at 
Hillcrest
Railway Bungalow: On the 16th February 
the Chairman of Norton Malreward Parish
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Council e.mailed Enforcement to report 
that although the site was visited in June 
2013 a further complaint regarding works/
machinery still on site and a large lorry 
which appears to make a regular delivery 
or take a load away from the site was made. 
It was reported that the visual appearance 
is worse now too. Clerk e.mailed to give 
support to this from Publow with Pensford 
Parish Council. A site visit was then made by 
B&NES Enforcement who report that there 
is no substantive evidence of a business 
use being established. Norton Malreward 
Parish Council have replied and listed all 
equipment on site. The matter is ongoing.
Planning: Application discussed:14/00646/
FUL Mr L Grigg 135 High Street Pensford. 
Subdivision of 135 High Street into 2no 
bed dwellings. Erection of a single storey 

extension following the demolition of 
existing late c.19 century extension. Parish 
Council have made Mr Grigg aware of the 
concerns raised regarding possible parking 
issues which this proposal would create. 
On checking the web site, it was noted that 
at that time there had been no objections. 
There is a report from Highways who wish 
to see a Transport Plan which the Parish 
Council would support. Parish Council 
support the Planning Application.
Planning Outcomes: 13/05079/FUL Mr 
& Mrs D Jones Nursery Farm New Road 
Pensford Application Withdrawn.
14/00060/FUL Mr & Mrs G Carpenter 
Windyridge Woollard Lane Publow. 
Detached Double Garage. PERMIT.
Date of Next Meeting: Monday 14th April



Thank you 
from Terry Phillips
I wish to place on record my sincere 
appreciation and thanks to all the 
Memorial Hall user groups who contributed 
to my gift of a model striped Grommit and 
meal voucher, following my retirement as 
Hall chairman. “Stripey” will sit proudly in 
my display cabinet, and will be a constant 
reminder of all the wonderful people I 
know, who give their time selflessly in 
ensuring the future prosperity of our hall.
Terry Phillips 
(retiring Pensford Memorial Hall 
Chairman)

Fundraising for  
St John Ambulance
Hannah Weston, who grew up in 
Chelwood, is running in the London 
Marathon on 13th April to raise funds for 
St John Ambulance. She remarked, “As I 
reach the big Three Oh this year I decided to 
do something in memory of my Nan, Alice 
Greenslade, who was a lifetime member and 
supporter of St John Ambulance.”

If you would like 
to sponsor Hannah 
then there is a 
web site: http://
uk.virginmoneygiving.
com/HannahWeston30

Or donations can be sent via us, thank 
you. Pat & Don Weston, School Lane 
Chelwood

Want to find out more 
about your local area?
www.publow-with-pensford-pc.gov.uk
If you would like to find out more News 
& information about our area, why not 
visit (or contribute) to the Parish Council 
website: www.publow-with-pensford-pc.
gov.uk. The team always like to hear what 
is going on and are happy to include your 
news and events. If you would like to get 
in touch, just email Steve at: webmaster@
publow-with-pensford-pc.gov.uk

BMX Track Closure
Concerns over Health & Safety
The Pensford Memorial Hall Committee 
have taken the decision to close and 
dismantle the BMX track in the playing 
fields next to Pensford Memorial Hall, due 
to lack of use and concerns over Health 
& Safety. For more information, please 
contact a representative of the  
Hall Committee.

Editorial information
Contact us and see YOUR event, news 
or views listed here. Please forward any 
submissions to Adele Balzan at pensford@
gmail.com before the 16th of the month.
Don’t forget to add a photo! Send copy 
in either email or word doc files and 
photographs as jpegs. 

The deadline for the next edition 
is the 16th of April.

Your News & Views

Keep up with local events and information online at: 
www.publow-with-pensford-pc.gov.uk 
www.comptondando-parishcouncil.org.uk



Bath and North East Somerset Council
Chelwood - Mr R Nicholl 01275 332122
Compton Dando - Miss S Davis 
01761 472356
Publow- Mr P Edwards 01275 892128

B&NES Information Switchboard
01225 477000

Benefice Mother’s Union
Enrol. Member - Anne Hall 01761 490653

Bristol Airport (Noise Concerns)
01275 473799

Chelwood Parish Council
Chairman - Mr P Sherborne  
01761 490586

Chelwood Village Hall
Bookings - Mr Pat Harrison  
01761 490218

Chew Valley Gardening Society
Liz Heaford 01761 490271

Compton Dando CA
Chairman - Alison ter Haar 07950 106943
Treasurer - Peter Middleton 01761 490927
Secretary - Liz Stanbury 01761 490487

Compton Dando Parish Council
Chairman - Ms T Mitchell 01179 860791
Clerk - Adrian Rogers 01761 470361

Compton Dando Parish Hall
Bookings - Mrs Fox 01761 490955

Marksbury & District Playgroup
Leader - Joanne Groves 01761 479449

Pensford Brownies
Debbie Taylor 01275 333091

Pensford Evergreens
Robert Bailey 01761 490639

Pensford Football
Steve Harrison 07891 635661

Pensford Golf Society
Chairman - David Parnell 01761 490888

Pensford Guides
Rachael Dando 01761 490663

Pensford Ladies Group
Penny Cross 01275 333823

Pensford Local History Group
Therese Tyson 01761 490670

Pensford Memorial Hall
Chairman - Pete Moore
Bookings - Stephen Robertson  
07842 050937

Pensford School
Headteacher - Mrs L McIsaac  
01761 490470
Chair of Governors - John Butler  
01761 490767

Pensford Tennis Club
Secretary - Alison Patey 01275 832201

Pensford Toddlers Group
Lisbeth Taylerson 07970 516255

Pensford with Publow WI
President - Mrs S Baber 01179 869493
Secretary - Mrs M Bailey 01761 490639

Police Community Support Officers
Mr Martyn Bragg 07825 103289

Publow Parish Council
Chairman - Mr A J Heaford 01761 490271
Clerk - Mrs J Bragg 01275 333549

Rotary Club
Tony Quinn 01761 419328

Stanton Drew & Pensford Playgroup
Leader - Lynne Willmott 07515 712545

Village Agent
Ken Webb 01275 333700

Parish News Team
Editor - Adele Balzan 01761 492650
Designer - Victoria Spicer 01761 492559
Treasurer - Kate Matthews 01275 891275
Head Distributor -Yvonne Phillips  
01761 490426 -  
Distribution - Geoff Rogers 01761 490269
Kathleen Burbridge 01761 490834
Mark Kuyser 01761 490488

Email the Parish News Team at 
pensford@gmail.com

Items in this Magazine do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the Rector and PCC.
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