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Church Services

Rector
Revd Canon John Simpson The Rectory, Old Rd, Pensford 01761 490221

Reader
Mrs Noreen Busby  01761 452939

Church wardens
Publow with Pensford Mr Andrew Hillman 01761 490324
 Mrs Janet Smith 01761 490584
Compton Dando Mr David Brunskill 01761 490449
 Mrs Fiona Gregg-Smith 01761 490323
Chelwood Mrs Ann Sherborne 01761 490586

Publow with Pensford PCC
Secretary Mrs Judith Hillman 01761 490324
Treasurer Mrs Gillian Wookey 01761 490336

Compton Dando & Chelwood PCC
Secretary Mrs Jenny Davis 01761 490727
Treasurer Mr Chris Thomas 01761 490892

Organists
Publow with Pensford Mr Martin Sussams 01761 490221
Compton Dando & Chelwood Mr Mervyn Cox 01761 471618

1st Sunday
Publow 9.30am - Compton Dando 11.15am

2nd Sunday
Chelwood 8.00am - Publow 9.30am - Compton Dando 6.00pm

3rd Sunday
Publow 9.30am - Compton Dando 11.15am

4th Sunday
Chelwood 9.30am - Compton Dando 11.15am - Publow 6.00pm

5th Sunday
10.00am Benefice Service as advertised
Front cover image: Chelwood Church. Submit your picture of one of our parish churches 
and see it appear as our front cover. Simply send a jpeg, including your name and address to 
pensford@gmail.com

Leaves from the Rector’s Diary
16 October
“Joseph and His Amazing Technicolour 
Dreamcoat”, the Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice 
blockbuster musical was being performed in 
Northfield Primary School in Birmingham this 
evening. So, grandparents made the journey to 
see Madeleine perform in the production as the 
Baker, who got his come-uppance in the end. 
Six to 10 year old children did a good job in 
presenting the show to appreciative parents  
and grand parents.

19 October
The last of this year’s Harvest Festivals. We 
attended, along with about 90 others, the 
Harvest Lunch at Pensford, but felt very guilty 
that I had missed both Compton Dando’s and 
Chelwood’s feasts. My diary just did not allow 
it: a wedding at Publow one Sunday scuppered 
any attempt to get to Chelwood’s do, and 
an appointment in Bath led me to opt out 
of Compton Dando. One dreams of just one 
Harvest for the Benefice, but it would become a 
nightmare to suggest it.

25 October 
Potential readers and leaders for the intercessions 
met for a morning’s training at Publow this 
morning. A dozen or so showed interest, but 
there seemed to be a latent anxiety that they 
would not be able to lead prayers “properly”. I can 
understand this; personal prayer alone is difficult 
enough, but to lead a congregation in prayer does 
seem a bit daunting for some. We are however 
enlisting the help of members of the congregation 
in leading worship. When I began Ministry in 
1963 services were led entirely by the priest, Lay 
Reader or Minister. The laity’s involvement was 
taking up the collection. This latter comment 
leads me to reflect on whether taking a collection 
during worship is really appropriate these days. 
I sometimes am asked to do this on a Saturday 
afternoon if I attend Evensong in the Cathedral. 
Most of the congregation there are visitors, and 

perhaps un-used to worship anyway. To have a 
basket or bowl suddenly in front of them during 
the last hymn leads to a moment’s frantic search 
for a small coin to offer. We do it sensitively, but... 
And in our congregations, perhaps a bowl at the 
door as you enter or better still a direct debit or 
standing order to the appropriate church account, 
is now the appropriate way of “giving to the Lord”. 
And not to be embarrassed in any way when the 
plate comes by if you have already given.

26 October
I know that most younger clergy would have me 
drummed out of the church because (amongst 
other reasons) I have a very open policy on 
baptisms. I welcome the contact with families, 
realise what a refusal to baptise might do, and so 
agree to take a service, which is clearly intended 
for committed Christians and regular attenders. 
I go ahead and trust that God becomes real 
for the now large baptismal parties and for the 
parents and god-parents. But this morning 
Lilian Elmer’s parents elected to have a naming 
and blessing and dedication service at Compton 
Dando. It was very moving, and the presence of 
a large number of supporters from a Christian 
Fellowship in Brislington where grandfather is 
the Pastor really helped the service to “take off”.

28 October
I have long wanted to see ”The Mousetrap” but 
found that the London prices, plus journey to 
the capital and overnight stay were prohibitive, 
booked to see the production in Bath tonight. 
We discovered that I had entered the booking 
in my diary for the wrong date, and had missed 
it by one week. So spent the day Christmas 
shopping in Cheltenham, visited the exhibition 
of sculptures in Gloucester Cathedral, stayed 
for Evensong and then went to the Cinema. 
Came home quite late and kicked myself for 
being so stupid, but thankful for a good day out. 
There are usually blessings to be found out of 
buffetings.

...continued next page



From the Parish Registers  
of All Saints’ Publow
Holy Matrimony
7th Nov 
Simon John ASTON and  
Lauren Marie MERRY

Funeral Service and Burial
13th Nov 
Bernard Stanley BILK

From the Parish Registers of 
St Mary’s Compton Dando
Dedication
26th October  
Lillian Charlotte ELMER

Baptism
2nd November  
Poppy Eleanor Charlotte ENGLISH

Every Tuesday 
9.45am - 11.45am 
Pensford Memorial Hall 
£2 per adult, children free 
Contact Lisbeth Taylerson for more  
information on 07970 516255

First  
session  

free

Church News & Events

Editors Note
Thank you to everyone for all their kind comments about the Parish Magazine over the 
past year - we hope we have kept the magazine interesting and informative, but please 
send us any suggestions, photos or information you would like included to: pensford@
gmail.com. This will be the last magazine for 2014 and there will now be no magazine 
until February 2015, so Merry Christmas to everyone, good cheer and Happy New Year!
With all the very best, The Parish News Team.

Leaves from the Rector’s Diary
Continued...

13 November
As expected, Publow church was packed for 
Acker Bilk’s funeral. “Stranger on the Shore” 
his haunting composition played on the 
clarinet formed the beginning of the service of 
thanksgiving for his life. The media was present 
as we knew they would be, and I found those I 
spoke to appreciative and co-operative, which 
made a bit of a change in that we think that 
they can often be insensitive and intrusive. 

Sadly, as I write this, I hear of dear Bobbie 
Robert’s death.

Lord, we give you thanks for all those 
who have inspired us by their lives, given 
us hope and cheered us on our way. 
May they rest in peace.
Canon John


Better than Chocolate  

Christmas Concert


Sunday 7th December  
7.00 pm

(doors open from 6.30pm)
This year’s concert will be at 
St Andrew’s Church, Chew 

Magna. 
Wine and mince pies included  
in ticket price. Adults £5.00 

 (under-16s £3.00.)
Call 07970 043026  

to reserve your tickets.


COFFEE MORNING & MARKET
Church Room, Pensford on Saturday, 6th December 10.00 - 11.30am

• HOME BAKING • XMAS CAKES & MINCE PIES • CrAft StAll •  
• AUtUMN PlANtS • CHrIStMAS HAMPEr rAfflE tICKEtS •

Admission 50p to include coffee 
and biscuit. Proceeds towards 

All Saints’ General Fund



Church News

Over 80% Recycled

58 Hillcrest, Pensford, Bristol, BS39 4AX

Call: 07834 721002
Email: info@midaswaste.co.uk

www.midaswaste.co.uk

Waste Clearance Specialists

•	 SCRAP	METAL	COLLECTION

•	 END	OF	LIFE	VEHICLE

•	 SINGLE	ITEMS	

	 OR	COMPLETE	CLEARANCE

HOME • OFFICE • INDUSTRIAL

•	 FIREWOOD
•	 SLEEPERS
•	 TOP	SOIL
•	 COMPOST
•	 HARDCORE
•	 BUILDERS	STONE

 Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year 

from all at Midas

All Saints’ Market Report 
The November Market was well attended 
and many people bought from the loaded 
home baking stall. Autumn plants were 
also available, as was Moira’s table selling 
cards of local scenes and hand-made soap. 
A total of £229.69 was realised. Thank you 
to everyone who contributed in any way.
We look forward to seeing many of you at 
our Christmas Market on 6th December.

All Saints’ Harvest  
Festival and Lunch
Thank you to everyone who contributed 
towards the Harvest Festival Service and 
Lunch on 19th October. The gifts of food 
and produce given at the service were 
gratefully received by St. Peter’s Hospice, 
who assured us they use everything, even 
the marrows! Lunch was again a well 
attended event and the cash collection 
and donations enabled us to send a cheque 
to Water Aid for £363.00.

Caring at Christmas
This Bristol based charity is once again 
inviting us all to contribute to their work 
with the homeless at Christmas time. They 
are particularly asking for tinned or packet 
food, toiletries and clothing for men aged 
18-40. Alternatively, donations of money, 
especially those that are 
Gift Aided, are gratefully 
received. Please leave your 
gifts and contributions in 
your respective church 
or contact Ann Hunt, 
490244, to arrange 
collection.

Appointment of Steward 
for St. Mary’s Church Trust
Compton Dando Church Estate Trust 
(the Feoffees) was established over 400 
years ago to help fund the maintenance of 
the fabric of St. Mary’s church and some 
associated charitable functions. Trust 
policy is guided by a board of Trustees, 
and their decisions are implemented by a 
Steward, who receives a small honorarium.
The present Steward will be standing 
down early next year, and applicants are 
invited for this post from people who can 
demonstrate some ability in administration 
and an interest in church activities.
Tasks include tenanted land management, 
accounts management and Trust 
charitable work with schools and young 
people, and in the relief of hardship in the 
parish.
If you are interested, please write an 
application, or for more information, to 
Andrew Hillman (Chairman), Birchwood 
House, Birchwood Lane, Pensford BS39 
4NG. 01761 490324.

Christingle Service  
at All Saints’
At 3.00pm on Christmas Eve at  
All Saints’ Church, there will be a 
Christingle Service. Any children 
attending are invited to dress up as 
Shepherds, Kings or Angels. 
As is customary, the cash collection will 
be donated to the work of The Children’s 
Society. We look forward to seeing you all 
at this service.



Church & Local News

Mendip DFAS
What’s on...
2nd December 2014 
The Bayeux Tapestry: The World’s 
Oldest Comic Strip. A talk by Mrs. 
Eveline Eaton, BA(Hons), Courtauld, 
London University for Mendip DFAS. 
Mrs Eaton has given excellent previous 
lectures, the most recent on Henry Moore. 
6th January 2015 
Ivories: Mrs Maggie Campbell-Penderson 
FGA, ABIPP will talk on the long history, 
the varied uses, the sources of ivory and 
the current trading ban.
3rd February 2015 
The Golden Age of Venetian Glass:  
Mrs J Gardiner MA, will talk about its 
stylistic development from 15th to 17th 
Century, the material and techniques 
involved and the fashion for Venetian  
glass throughout Europe. 
All talks will be given at the Westex Suite, 
Bath & West Show Ground, Shepton 
Mallet, BA4 6QN, 10.30 for 11.00am. 
Details:www.mdfas.org.uk.  
Guests welcome.

Christmas Services 2014
United Benefice of All Saints’ 
Publow, St. Mary’s Compton Dando 
and St. Leonard’s Chelwood
December 14th  
Silver Tree Service 11.30am St. Leonard’s
Service of Lessons and Carols 6.00pm  
All Saints’ 
December 21st  
Sung Eucharist 9.30am All Saints’
Service of Lessons and Carols 6.00pm  
St. Mary’s
December 23rd  
Crib Service 6.30pm St. Leonard’s
December 24th  
Christingle Service 3.00pm All Saints’
Midnight Mass 11.30pm All Saints’
December 25th  
Christmas Communion  
9.00am St. Leonard’s
Celebrate Together  
& Communion  
10.30am St. Mary’s
December 28th  
Benefice Eucharist  
10.00am All Saints’

Benefice Christmas Lunch
The Rector and Churchwardens invite all Senior Citizens associated 

with the Benefice to: CHRISTMAS LUNCH on FRIDAY, 19th 
DECEMBER at 12.15pm at the PENSFORD MEMORIAL HALL

If anyone requires a lift, please phone Judith Hillman 01761 490324



 
mail@byre-design.co.uk

'The Byre' 

Compton Dando
Manor Farm

Bristol    BS39 4JZ

eryb

Steve Rendell
B.A(Hons), B.Arch (Nottm)  

Architects Registration Board

No project is too small to benefit from 

an Architect's advice, guidance & design

d
es

ig
n

An initial visit to discuss your project  
and talk you through the design,  

planning permission and  
building control process  

is completely free

ARCHITECTS
01761 490419

Extension to Inn, 

Bethlehem

Your Local Groups

Pensford School News
On Monday 13th October, the pupils in 
year one (5 year olds) at Pensford Primary 
School became proud owners of their 
‘biggest book ever’ as they each received 
an illustrated copy of The Children’s Bible, 
courtesy of Bibles for Children; a charity 
which aims ‘to advance the understanding 
of the Christian Faith through the 
provision of Children’s Bibles’. The 300 
or so Bible stories inside are written in a 
clear and simple style, enabling children to 
access a great wealth of Christian tradition 
(with help to begin with but independently 
as they become more confident readers). 
Year 6 children have now also received a 
copy of the Good News Bible, again from 
Bibles for Children. These Bibles have 
been sponsored by the Pensford Gospel 
Hall for around eleven years now. We 
are extremely grateful to them for their 
generosity and thank them wholeheartedly 
for their dedication to this truly 
evangelical project.
Jane Critten, Vice Chair of Governors

Superfast Fibre Optic 
Network Roadwork
Parsonage Lane from the A37 to the 
junction with Publow lane will be closed 
to through traffic, with access to residents, 
from the 19th November.
Work will commence in January on Chew 
Magna High Street, this is likely to be 
very disruptive to traffic. There is further 
work to be carried out in the Narrows 
and this also will be done in January. The 
entire project is scheduled for completion 
by the end of June.

Stanton Drew and  
Pensford Preschool
The children have yoga sessions every 
Monday. This week they listened to the 
story of “Little Red Riding Hood” and made 
excellent forest, flower and bridge yoga 
movements. They love these sessions 
and the more confident children help the 
younger ones to perfect their moves!
A Forest session was held at the outdoor area 
down Sandy Lane where an old door was 
found on a piece of land that the preschool 
visit regularly. The children had great fun 
making up stories about the door and what 
could be behind it. December is an exciting 
time at the preschool and the highlight is the 
Nativity play that they all act in just before 
they break up for the holidays. 



What’s On

Sunday 14th December
Rising Sun 6.30pm and The George & Dragon 6.45pm

Mulled Wine - Come and join the fun

A  C h e w  V a l l e y  t r a d i t i o n
i n  P e n s f o r d

M u m m e r s  P l a y

Seniors  
Compton Dando Community Association

Christmas Lunch

Monday 15th December
12.00 noon for 12.30
Compton Dando Parish Hall

This will be a traditional turkey lunch with a  
vegetarian option together with 

 'Carols and Coffee'  
with master musicians  

David Brunskill & Clive Howarth.

There will be no charge, but donations will be welcome. We will need to know who is coming so please phone:

Lorna Howarth - 01761 490644 
Liz Stanbury - 01761 490487

by Monday 8th Dec please!



What’s On
DECEMBER 2014
Mon 1st Pensford Local History Meeting, Pensford Church Room, 7.30pm
Sat 6th Coffee Morning and Market, Church Room, Pensford, 10 - 11.30am
Sun 7th Sung Eucharist, All Saints’ Publow, 9.30am
 Morning Worship, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 11.15am
Mon 8th  Teatime Madness, Pensford Primary School, 3.15 - 4.45pm
 W.I. Meeting, Pensford Memorial Hall, 7.30pm
Thurs 11th  Mothers’ Union, Xmas Lunch
Sun 14th  Holy Communion, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 9.30am
 Silver Tree Service, St. Leonard’s Chelwood, 11.30am
 Service of Lessons and Carols, All Saints Publow, 6.00pm
 Pensford Mummers Play - Rising Sun 6.30pm, George & Dragon, 6.45pm
Fri 19th  Benefice Christmas Lunch for Senior Citizens, Pensford Mem. Hall, 12.15pm
Sun 21st Sung Eucharist, All Saints’ Publow, 9.30am
 Service of Lessons and Carols, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 6.00pm
Tues 23rd  Crib Service, St. Leonard’s Chelwood, 6.30pm
Wed 24th  Christingle Service, All Saints’ Publow, 3.00pm
 Midnight Mass, All Saints’ Publow, 11.30pm
Thurs 25th  Christmas Communion, St. Leonard’s Chelwood, 9.00am
 Celebrate Together & Communion, St. Mary’s, 10.30am 
Sun 28th  Benefice Eucharist, All Saints’ Publow, 10.00am

JANUARY 2015
Sun 4th  Sung Eucharist, All Saints’ Publow, 9.30am
 Holy Communion, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 11.15am
Thurs 8th Mothers Union AGM, 2.15pm
Sun 11th  Holy Communion, St. Leonard’s Chelwood, 8.00am
 Sung Eucharist, All Saints’ Publow, 9.30am
 Evensong, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 6.00pm
Mon 12th  W.I. Meeting, Pensford Memorial Hall, 7.30pm
Sun 18th  Sung Eucharist, All Saints’ Publow, 9.30am
 Café Church, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 11.15am
Mon 19th  Teatime Madness, Pensford Primary School, 3.15 - 4.45pm
Sun 25th  Holy Communion, St. Leonard’s Chelwood, 9.30am
 Holy Communion, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 11.15am
 Evensong, All Saints’ Publow, 6.00pm

Diary

Tool Hire - Diggers & Dumpers - Toilet Hire
01225 3 31669 www.alidehire.co.uk



What’s On & Local Groups

News from Chew Valley 
U3A for December 2014
Chew Valley U3A has a monthly meeting 
on the third Monday of the month at 
Ubley Parish Hall. The meeting starts at 
10.00am with refreshments. Notices are 
given out at 10.30am and the Speaker 
begins his or her talk at about 10.40am. 
The meeting on 15th December will be 
a social gathering for members. Some of 
our music based groups will entertain us as 
will the local handbell ringers. This will be 
followed by a Christmas drink and a snack. 
At the meeting on 19th January 2015 
Councillor Vic Pritchard will talk about 
Town and Country Planning.
U3A has a self-help learning principle. 
Members form interest groups covering 
as wide a range of topics and activities 
as they desire; by the members, for the 
members.
The U3A movement is supported by its 
national organization, the Third Age Trust. 
For more information visit the national, 
www.u3a.org.uk or local, chewvalleyu3a.
org.uk websites or phone the Secretary, 
Christine Evans, on 01934 832841.

Chew Magna Thursday 
Badminton Club 
…are looking for players to join our small 
friendly group. We play on a Thursday 
evening at Chew Magna Church Hall 
from 7pm. If you have played before and 
would be interested in finding out more 
please contact Lyn 01761 492595

Pensford Baby  
& Toddlers Group
Summary for 2014 
This year the toddler group has welcomed 
a few new faces and said goodbye to some 
familiar ones. The children have been 
enjoying the new collection of toys bought 
last year; the dolls, kitchen, building 
blocks, train set and dressing up box have 
become firm favourites.
Our bring and buy sale in July helped to raise 
some money towards the upkeep of the play 
park behind the Memorial Hall. The face 
painting stall we have had at various events, 
in the area, has helped toward the costs of 
running the toddler group. 
We would like to thank the Rising Sun 
for letting us run the cake stall at their 
Regatta this year, this helped to raise a 
fantastic £80 to go toward the children’s 
Christmas party on Tuesday 16th 
December. As usual the group will be 
closed for two weeks after this date and 
will re-open in the New Year on Tuesday 
6th January.
We would also like to give a big thank you 
to all the volunteers involved in running 
the toddler group; you have all been 
absolutely marvellous. 
Pensford Toddlers Group opens every 
Tuesday 9.45 - 11.45am, at Pensford 
Memorial Hall. All welcome.

Chelwood Lucky Draw
September - £12 - M&C. Stenner;  
£8 - A. Ross; £5 - B. Anstey; £3 - P. Telling.
October - £12 - J.Young; £8 - P. Jones;  
£5 - Jess Young; £3 - J. Fagnani.



Inner Wheel Club 
50/60s night in aid of Great  
Western Air Ambulance
You are invited to bring your dancing shoes 
to Conygre Hall in Timsbury, where the 
Inner Wheel Club of Chelwood Bridge will 
be holding a 50/60s night to raise money 
for the Great Western Air Ambulance, 
the chosen charity of the club’s President, 
Sam Jordan, for her year of office. It will 
be taking place on Saturday January 24, 
commencing at 7.30pm. There will be live 
musical entertainment from Andy Max, 
playing music of the 50/60s, and you are 
invited to dress in the style of that era, 
though, said organiser Jacky Lithgo, “This is 
optional, but it would be great to see everyone 
in 50/60s outfits.” Tickets, which cost just 
£5, can be obtained from Jacky on 01761 
470704 or Heather on 01761 452092. 
There will also be snacks and a bar.

Chew Valley Gardening 
Society November, 2014
Our latest news and  
upcoming events
We were entertained by Alan Clarke at 
our November meeting. He spoke about 
wonderful walks and wildflowers and 
also showed us beautiful landscapes in 
the Dolomites. His talk included some 
fascinating historical and geological 
information about the area and I am sure 
I wasn’t the only person to explore the 
website of Collets Mountain Holidays 
when I got home!
Our Christmas Party and Quiz will be held 
on Thursday 11th December at Stanton 
Drew Village Hall at 7.30 pm and we will 
have a brief AGM. We look forward to 
seeing you there.
www.chewvalleygardeningsociety.org.uk

Local Groups

Monday Club News
This month we held a party for Dr Pam 
Harman at Woodford Lodge, which was 
attended by members and the committee 
both past and present. Pam founded the 
Monday club 30 years ago and has now 
decided that it is time to leave.
We enjoyed a delicious three course lunch 
and, after the speeches, Pam was presented 
with a special book of photographs, showing 
some of the happy events and outings 
enjoyed by members, from when the club 
began up to the present day.
It is a testament to Pam’s hard work 
and ingenuity that the club is still going 
strong 30 years after she identified the 
need for a club in the Chew Valley which 

benefits carers as well as those who may be 
housebound or elderly. We will miss her but 
she has promised to pop in and see us from 
time to time.
Our club would not be able to keep going 
without the many volunteers who so kindly 
give their time to help us. Circumstances 
do change, however, and we currently have 
some vacancies. If you have any spare time 
on a Monday we would love to hear from 
you. Please contact Eileen Bryant on 01275 
331325 or Wendy Talbot on 01275 333063.
New members are always welcome, so if 
you like to come and join us please contact 
Eileen or Wendy.



Parish Council

Parish Liaison Meeting: Chairman had 
attended this meeting. A briefing on 
Connecting Communities was given. This 
is now known as Chew Valley Forum.
Fracking was discussed. A presentation 
was given by the person now in charge of 
Planning Enforcement in B&NES. 
M & M Contractors – Disruptions & 
diversions were reported for Pensford 
& Woollard due to the works being 
undertaken by M & M Contractors. 
Neighbourhood Plan Update: Two 
further meetings had been held by the 
Steering Group and a forward plan agreed. 
Information will be put on the Parish 
Council Web Site. www.publow-with-
pensford-parish.pc.gov.uk
Hopefully the Community will get 
involved in creating a Plan for their Parish. 
Remembrance Sunday: The 
Remembrance Sunday Service went well 
and was extremely well attended. Thanks 
will be extended to the Police Community 
Support Officers for their help. A donation 
will be made to the British Legion for the 
Poppy Wreath and to the Bugler. 
Defibrillator Hillcrest: Following 
problems with the electricity feed which 
caused the Defibrillator to be out of 
service for a few weeks the problems have 
now been rectified and the Defibrillator at 
Hillcrest is now back in service.
Chairman’s Awards: Nominations were 
discussed. 
Bus Shelter Pensford Bridge: Clerk has 
e.mailed B&NES Planning and re-iterated 
proposals to turn the Bus Stop into a 

feature Planter for the centre of the Village 
and questioned if Planning consent is 
required to do this. 
Allotments: The site has been cleared 
of overgrown vegetation. Old Sheds and 
rubbish left on site has also been cleared. 
There are vacant plots and if anyone 
would like to rent a plot please contact 
Clerk: Mrs J Bragg.
Woollard Bridge: The Parapets on 
Woollard Bridge have been looked at, it 
is B&NES intention to include Woollard 
Bridge on a Parapet repainting package 
with other sites to be carried out in the 
new year. Clerk has e.mailed B&NES 
back asking for the bridge to be prioritised 
with the re-paininting works as the Parish 
Council first asked for it to be repainted in 
February 2013.
Housing Proposal – Wick Lane: A 
further update will be given at the 
December meeting with an update.
Updates from Council Connect: Updates 
have been requested on overhanging trees 
at Orchard Leigh, New Road and the lane 
to the side of this property.
A further e.mail has been sent to 
Highways regarding the Overhanging 
vegetation from the centre of the village 
towards Chelwood on the Car Sales Side. 
Clerk has again asked B&NES if they can 
maintain the path which was uncovered 
along Hursley Hill. 
Date of next meeting Monday 8th 
December 2014

Local Groups

Pensford Local History Group Notes from a Meeting of Publow with Pensford Parish Council.
…will hear about the building and history 
of Bristol’s floating harbour, when Peter 
Malpass comes to talk to us. We will be 
meeting on Monday 1st December, at 
7.30pm in the Church Room, Church 
Street, Pensford. £2.50 to non-members - 
everyone welcome.
We had a lovely evening at our November 
meeting, when Stephen Clews, Curator 
of the Roman Baths Museum, came 
out to Pensford, to talk to us about the 
Beau Street Hoard. Stephen spoke with 
knowledge and expertise, explaining in 
depth about the Hoard itself which was 
made up of 8 bags of over 17,000 coins, 
as well as the background detail of the 
Roman city of Bath and the Roman 
Empire. He brought with him a few 
examples of the coins found, with snippets 
of their histories. Some really interesting 
and intriguing questions were asked, 
which reflected how Stephen captivated 
and engaged us all. 

Kathleen Moreton and Steve Haines examine a cast of one of the 
bags of Roman coins from the Hoard - Freia Turland Photography

Janette Stephenson, Jean Stevenson, Mike Perkins, Roger 
Stephenson and John Gully having a close examination of some of 
the Roman coins from the Hoard - Kathleen Moreton and Steve 
Haines examine a cast of one of the bags of Roman coins from the 
Hoard - Freia Turland Photography

RNLI - Events Update
The first fund raising event of 2015 will be a Comedy Magic stage show on Saturday 
28th March, at Ubley Parish Hall, by Oz Moses a member of the Bristol Magic Circle.
We are promised some wonderful classic routines, the oldest trick in the history of 
magic together with a couple of the great Harry Houdini’s favourites, remarkable things 
involving forks, cups & balls, chains... it goes on, so lots of fun with much audience 
participation! To include supper of course - tickets available in January.
Keith Williams - immediate past Branch chairman. 01275 332221  
keith.williams617@btinternet.com

Keep up with local events and information online at: 
www.publow-with-pensford-pc.gov.uk 
www.comptondando-parishcouncil.org.uk



A Neighbourhood Plan
for Pensford and surrounding area.
Publow with Pensford Parish Council have applied to 
B&NES to develop a Neighbourhood Plan for our parish. 
The area covered aligns with the Parish Council boundaries 
and includes Pensford, Publow, part of Woollard, Belluton and 
Whitley Batts.
A Neighbourhood Plan gives people a much greater say in how they want their 
community and area to develop: what they want to keep, what they want to change, 
what they do not have but would like to have. 
The Neighbourhood Plan must be in line with national and local (B&NES) policies, 
for example on planning, but apart from these constraints, it can include anything the 
community considers important. The Parish Council’s role is to coordinate and lead 
the process, but everyone who lives or works in the parish can contribute.
This process of consultation is crucial to the success of the Plan: there will be open 
meetings and questionnaires to find out more and to identify the key areas which 
residents and local businesses and organisations want included in the Plan. It is a long 
process, with various stages, and we expect that this will take 18 months to 2 years to 
complete. 
The first stage is for B&NES to approve the Parish Council’s application to designate 
our parish boundaries as the Neighbourhood Area. This should be completed by the 
end of the year. Our application will be publicised on the B&NES website where 
comments can be made.
Alternatively, contact Julie Bragg, Clerk to the Parish Council, if you want to 
contribute to preparing the Plan or have any comments or questions. Julie can be 
contacted on 01275 333549 or email braggs1@tiscali.co.uk.
Look out for more information about the Neighbourhood Plan in the February Parish 
News.

West of England Rural Network Village Agents Scheme
Village Agents bridge the gap between individuals living in rural areas and 
organisations that are able to offer help or support. We make home visits to discuss 
your problems or worries and identify which agency could best assist you. We will also 
make the first contact on your behalf and attend meetings or interviews if you need 
additional support. There are still many services/benefits available that are not being 
taken up, so please give us a call.
Contact Ken on 07919 006708 or call the office on 01275 333700 or  
E-mail:ken@wern.org.uk 

Local GroupsLocal Groups

Pensford Tennis Club
The phenomenal mild weather we are 
enjoying at the moment has been great 
for our playing members. Long may it 
last - the gardeners amongst may not 
agree - but, hey, each to their own!! At the 
Club’s AGM in November the financial 
report showed that we are well on our 
way towards covering our costs for the 
refurbishment of our courts. 
Great news - thanks to the efforts of our 
Club Secretary, Pensford Tennis Club 
has been shortlisted for a chance to win 
a share of £15,000 from the Bristol Post 
“Cash for our Community 2014”. For us 
to be in with a chance of winning any of 

the money it is essential that we collect 
as many printed coupons as possible from 
the Bristol Post. The coupons start on 
5 November through to 9 December. 
Therefore if you get the Bristol Post please 
cut out the coupon - you don’t need to 
fill it in - just hand it into the Post Office. 
Thanks! Still on fundraising hopefully our 
Quiz Night on 21 November turns out to 
be another successful evening.
Please check out our website www.
pensfordtennisclub.co.uk for more 
Pensford Tennis Club news. Merry 
Christmas everyone.



Residents have expressed disappointment 
that whilst they will suffer the disruption 
and potential damage of the works, they 
will not benefit from it, what would you 
say to that? 
We as a business will work as efficiently as 
possible and keep all disruptions to a bare 
minimum. M&M only employs skilled and 
experienced operatives that will go the extra 
mile to give the best customer experience 
possible. If any damage should occur we will 
act quickly to rectify the issue as efficiently as 
possible. 
The Project Express cable will benefit the 
community as a whole by serving as an 
economic catalyst for the UK by providing 
a new, high capacity and low latency 
transatlantic fibre optic cable linking the UK 
to North America. 
Furthermore, Hibernia’s project management 
team takes the duty of working in the 
community members’ backyards to heart. We 
employ skilled local labour, including local 
suppliers, quarries, landfills and contractors. 
By doing so we are able to tap into local 
knowledge, as well as bolster the local 
economy. Our 40-member project team not 
only resides in local accommodations, but 
also eats, drinks and shops locally. The team’s 
pounds are injected back into the community, 
strengthening the local economy.
Traders in the villages have expressed 
genuine concerns about the impact the 
road closures and road works will have 
on their businesses, especially around the 
busy Christmas period, what would your 
response be to these concerns? 

In the coming weeks we will approach all of 
the local businesses and surrounding residents 
in order to better understand each entity’s 
unique requirements for the holiday season. 
We will use the feedback we receive through 
these meetings to develop a plan that will 
accommodate everyone’s needs as best as 
practicable.
 The Christmas period is the earliest period 
as indicated by Local Authority Regulations 
that we can undertake the work. The general 
consensus was that due to the local school 
coaches frequenting the route in term time, 
school holidays would be the best time to 
commence the work. As previously stated, we 
want to limit the disruption to the businesses 
on the run up to Christmas. We will be 
working with the local businesses in order to 
develop a plan that best meets both parties’ 
requirements.
Some residents have expressed concern 
about the environmental and ascetic 
damage to our grass verges/ wild flower 
verges and also road sides, how are M&M 
Contractors addressing that? 
M&M as a statutory undertaker are obliged 
to re-instate all excavation to the same 
original standard, all verges will be raked 
seeded & no stones larger 20mm will be left. 
All Carriageway, Footway & verges are re-
instated to Highway standards and are subject 
to rigorous inspections & testing by the Local 
Highways Authority that said if a member of 
public isn’t happy with the standard of work 
then we would gladly investigate & rework if 
required to do so.

Local News

Interview with Gerard McGill, M&M Contractors, regarding work being 
carried out on the superfast fibre optic network:

See your ad appear here
•  Half page (132 x 96mm) - £120 a year
•  Quarter page (66 x 96mm) - £75 a year
•  Eighth page (66 x 48mm) - £40 a year
Either supply your ad as a print-ready pdf, 
psd or jpeg file or we can set your ad for 
you.  Send copy via email, attaching any 
logos or images to  
pensford@gmail.com



Bath and North East Somerset Council
Chelwood - Jeremy Sparkes 01761 453562
Compton Dando - Miss S Davis 
01761 472356
Publow- Mr P Edwards 01275 892128

B&NES Information Switchboard
01225 477000

Benefice Mother’s Union
Enrol. Member - Anne Hall 01761 490653

Bristol Airport (Noise Concerns)
01275 473799

Chelwood Parish Council
Chairman - Mr P Sherborne 01761 490586

Chelwood Village Hall
Bookings - Mr Pat Harrison 01761 490218

Chew Valley Gardening Society
Liz Heaford 01761 490271

Compton Dando CA
Chairman - Alison ter Haar 07950 106943
Treasurer - Peter Middleton 01761 490927
Secretary - Liz Stanbury 01761 490487

Compton Dando Parish Council
Chairman - Ms T Mitchell 01179 860791
Clerk - Adrian Rogers 01761 470361

Compton Dando Parish Hall
Bookings - Mrs Fox 01761 490955

Marksbury & District Playgroup
Leader - Joanne Groves 01761 479449

Pensford Evergreens
Robert Bailey 01761 490639

Pensford Football
Steve Harrison 07891 635661

Pensford Golf Society
Chairman - David Parnell 01761 490888

Pensford Gospel Hall
Roy Hill 01275 332475

Pensford Guides
Rachael Dando 01761 490663

Pensford Ladies Group
Penny Cross 01275 333823

Pensford Local History Group
Therese Tyson 01761 490670

Pensford Memorial Hall
Chairman - Peter Moore
Bookings - 07842 050937 or email 
pensfordbookings@hotmail.co.uk

Pensford Neighbourhood Watch
Coordinator - Chris James 01761 490392

Pensford School
Headteacher - Mrs L McIsaac  
01761 490470
Chair of Governors - John Butler  
01761 490767

Pensford Tennis Club
Secretary - Alison Patey 01275 832201

Pensford Toddlers Group
Lisbeth Taylerson 07970 516255

Pensford with Publow WI
President - Mrs S Baber 01179 869493
Secretary - Mrs M Bailey 01761 490639

Police Community Support Officers
Mr Martyn Bragg 07825 103289

Publow Parish Council
Chairman - Mr A J Heaford 01761 490271
Clerk - Mrs J Bragg 01275 333549

Rotary Club
Tony Quinn 01761 419328

Stanton Drew & Pensford Playgroup
Leader - Lynne Willmott 07515 712545

Village Agent
Ken Webb 01275 333700

Parish News Team
Editor - Adele Balzan 01761 492650
Designer - Victoria Spicer 01761 492559
Treasurer - Kate Matthews 01275 891275
Head distributor - Yvonne Phillips  
01761 490426
Main distributors: Woollard - Geoff & Mary 
Rogers, Compton Dando - Pam Cole & 
Fiona Greg-Smith, Chelwood - Jacky Young

Email the Parish News Team at 
pensford@gmail.com

The deadline for February 
submissions is the 16th January

Directory of Local Organisations

Items in this Magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the Rector and PCC.




