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Church Services

Rector
Revd Canon John Simpson The Rectory, Old Rd, Pensford 01761 490221

Reader
Mrs Noreen Busby  01761 452939

Church wardens
Publow with Pensford Mr Andrew Hillman 01761 490324
 Mrs Janet Smith 01761 490584
Compton Dando Mr David Brunskill 01761 490449
 Mrs Fiona Gregg-Smith 01761 490323
Chelwood Mr Don Weston 01761 490245
 Mrs Ann Sherborne 01761 490586

Publow with Pensford PCC
Secretary Mrs Judith Hillman 01761 490324
Treasurer Mrs Gillian Wookey 01761 490336

Compton Dando & Chelwood PCC
Secretary Sylvia Brunskill  01761 490449
Treasurer Mr Duncan Ross 01761 492913

Organists
Publow with Pensford Mr Martin Sussams 01761 490221
Compton Dando & Chelwood Mr Mervyn Cox 01761 471618

1st Sundays
Publow 9.30am - Compton Dando 11.15am

2nd Sunday
Chelwood 8.00am - Publow 9.30am - Compton Dando 6.00pm

3rd Sunday
Publow 9.30am - Compton Dando 11.15am

4th Sunday
Chelwood 9.30am - Compton Dando 11.15am - Publow 6.00pm

5th Sunday
10.00am Benefice Service as advertised

April 10 
I am glad that we still have a Mothers Union 
Branch in the Benefice. Although I have never 
been over enthusiastic about segregated Church 
activities, I have come to recognise the huge 
amount of work which is undertaken by the 
MU, especially outside the UK. Of course men 
are now admitted to the previously females 
only den, and you don’t have to be a mother. So 
why don’t they change the name? Rather like 
the Church Army and Salvation Army, they 
are reluctant to drop the military association 
of ideas. MU was founded in Old Arlesford 
in Hampshire by the wife of the Rector, Mary 
Sumner in 1876. It had small beginnings 
and now has 4 million members distributed 
throughout the Anglican Communion. I led 
a Communion service for far fewer than that 
this afternoon in Pensford and then spoke 
about 28 different ways of serving and receiving 
Communion, all of which, except the Orthodox 
rite, I have used during the years. I think that 
what I was trying to say was that we ought to 
be open as much as possible to other ways of 
worshipping God.

April 11 
St Cuthbert’s in Wells was my destination 
this morning. You may know this magnificent 
church, the largest in Somerset, which like 
many large churches in a Cathedral city has 
the challenge of working alongside a busy and 
successful cathedral. The object of today’s 
visit was to look at a remarkable collection 
of fragments of sculpture from two reredoses 
in the transepts which were destroyed at the 
Reformation. These are now stored in a small 
room over the porch and hopefully they will 
be restored and displayed in some way as a 
tourist attraction. I think there is some future 
hope, a vain one, I believe, that Wells may be 
designated a city of culture one day. It probably 
merits such recognition for there are many 
tourist visitors; if only there were somewhere to 

park. I would have liked to retire to Wells but 
property prices are such that the best we could 
afford would be an outside loo.

April 17 
Although I had been to Wells Cathedral on 
Tuesday for the Chrism Eucharist, when the 
holy oils which we keep in the aumbry at 
Chelwood were renewed, today, being Maundy 
Thursday, I left Carol shopping in Bristol and 
trotted along to the Cathedral for their Chrism 
Service. I heard a remarkable and challenging 
sermon from the Bishop of Swindon., who is 
recovering from a six month battle with cancer. 
He was given a round of applause for the hope 
which resonated from his words. A lady serving 
in the Cathedral bookshop asked me what a 
“ Chrism Eucharist” was. I hope I helped by 
explaining that “chrism” means anointing and 
that we use three oils in our ministry – for 
anointing the sick, for baptisms, confirmations 
and ordinations. Is anyone among you in trouble? 
Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs 
of praise. Is any among you sick? Let them call for 
the elders of the Church … and anoint them with 
oil in the name of the Lord. (James 5:13) 

April 18 
Good Friday, and a church full at Publow for 
2 hours of activity for children and adults 
trying to convey the meaning of Easter and 
the love of Jesus shown on the Cross. I think 
we succeeded. The choir certainly did in the 
evening when those of us who gathered heard 
some wonderful singing at a very competent and 
moving performance (that’s the wrong word) of 
Stainer’s Oratorio “The Crucifixion”.

April 20 
To dispel what lack of faith I may have from 
time to time, the very large number who came 
to the Easter Services convinced me that we 
may be communicating after all. He is risen! He 
is risen indeed!

...continued next page

Front cover image: Many thanks to Jane Flower of Pensford for their photo of St Thomas 
a Becket Tower, Pensford. Submit your picture by sending a jpeg, including your name and address 
to pensford@gmail.com

Leaves from the Rector’s Diary



Every Tuesday 
9.45am - 11.45am 
Pensford Memorial Hall 
£2 per adult, children free 
Contact Lisbeth Taylerson for more  
information on 07970 516255

First  
session  

free

Church News & Events

All Saints’ Market
May Report
A beautiful sunny day on 3rd May 
encouraged a good number of people to 
the Church Room in Pensford where they 
enjoyed coffee and chat and were able to 
purchase from the home baking table. Also 
on offer were goods from Traidcraft and 
a colourful array of bedding plants. This 
resulted in the sum of £240.10 being raised 
towards the All Saints’ General Fund. 
Thank you to everyone who baked, bought 
and sold. The June Market will be on Sat 
7th June, when we welcome Anne Patch 
with her jewellery, an array of plants and 
the home baking stall. We look forward to 
seeing everyone at the Church Room.

Whit Sunday with a Cake!
Evensong at 6.00pm at St Mary’s on 8th 
June will be followed by a (big) birthday 
celebration for Mervyn Cox. For over 30 
years, Mervyn has been the organist at St 
Mary’s and at St Leonard’s. He has also 
cut the grass, organised the bell ringing 
and rung himself. Then in between times, 
he has polished the silver and brass, as well 
as being a member of the PCC, with stints 
as Churchwarden, and baked numberless 
pies and scones for fetes and teas. He also 
helps out at several other churches, so 
do come to share in thanks to Mervyn, 
and hear about all his other activities not 
mentioned here.

Continued...

4 May 
Officiated at Choral Evensong and preached 
at Christ Church with St Ewen in Bristol this 
evening. Very conservative, only the Prayer 
Book and the Authorised Version of the Bible 
are used here, and people travel in for this and 
for the wonderful organ music.

5 May
A wonderful day at the North Somerset Show. 
Watched the judging of the Dexter cattle, police 
horse riding, and jousting, then eating, drinking 
and meeting people. A bit like church really, 
except the jousting. I don’t know though! No, 
there’s no real conflict in this Benefice, praise 
the Lord.

Leaves from the Rector’s Diary

Editor’s Note
How lovely it is to have the sun shining – hopefully lots of people will take advantage of the 
glorious weather and come along to some of the fabulous local events that are happening 
throughout the forthcoming months – just check out the centre few pages for ‘What’s on’ or 
the parish website www.publow-with-pensford-pc.gov.uk. Just to make everyone aware, 
next month’s edition will collate news for both July and August, so if you have any 
submissions, please send them in as soon as possible.

Editorial information
Please forward any submissions to pensford@gmail.com before the 16th of June. 

TEAS
Will be served in 

St Mary’s Church Compton Dando
Every Sunday between 2pm-5pm

Beginning 25th May up to and
Including 31st August

Profits to Church Funds
Everyone welcome to come along to 

enjoy a cup of tea and piece of cake in 
our lovely country church

COFFEE MORNING  
& MARKET

Church Room, Pensford
Saturday, 7th June
10.00 – 11.30am

• HOME BAKING • PLANTS •
• SuMMEr HAMPEr rAffLE TIcKETS •

• ANNE PATcH JEWELLErY •
Admission 50p to include coffee and biscuit. 
Proceeds towards All Saints’ General Fund

The Children’s Society
Thank you to every one of the 33 box holders, who have raised £744.80 towards the 
Children’s Society’s work with young people who have run away from home or are 
being bullied at school. This is a significant increase on last year, although it is not 
as much as our all-time high, which was nearly £900 in 2011. If there is anyone who 
would like to keep a collecting box at home for spare coppers and elusive 5p pieces, 
please do get in touch. Judith Hillman, Hon. Local Secretary 01761 490324 



Church News & Events

Sunday Services in June
1 June  

10.00am Benefice Eucharist Publow
8 June 

8am Chelwood;  
9.30am Publow;  

6.00pm Compton Dando
15 June  

9.30am Publow; 
11.15am Compton Dando

22 June 
9.30am Chelwood;  

11.15am Compton Dando;  
6.00pm Keynsham

29 June  
10.00am Benefice Eucharist Chelwood.

Please note the changes because of holidays. And 
especially note that we are to join St John’s Keynsham  
for their Patronal Festival Choral Evensong on 29th

CONFIRMATION
“I have received a few requests from people 

thinking about being Confirmed, and 
Carol and I invite any who are interested 

in knowing what it is all about to come to a 
Fork Supper at The Rectory on Monday 
30 June at 7.00pm. Just give us a ring if 

you hope to come.” Canon John



A37 New Road,  
Pensford Landslip update
Parish Council update
The road cannot be fully re-opened 
until the privately owned land has been 
stabilised. The Council has employed 
specialist geotechnical experts to design a 
solution. We are negotiating a start date 
with the contractor and hope to complete 
the works during June 2014.
Further updates will be published on our 
website once we have finalised dates with 
the contractor. 
Follow the link below for further 
information and updates: http://www.
bathnes.gov.uk/services/streets-and-
highway-maintenance/roadworks/
major-transport-schemes/a37-new-road-
pensford
You can also view the Publow with Pensford 
Parish Council website for updates: www.
publow-with-pensford-pc.gov.uk

Chew Valley Gardening 
Society report May, 2014
At our meeting on 8th May Neil Ross 
visited us to talk about “The X Factor in 
your Garden”. The talk was most amusing, 
informative and illustrated with the most 
lovely photographs from this country and 
also from New Zealand where he lived for 
some years. Neil is a local gardener and 
designer and he was full of ideas about 
how to make the most of your garden 
using structures, design and colour, 
combined with variation of leaf shapes, 
throughout the border. We had a very 
interesting and entertaining evening.
On Thursday, 12th June we will have 
a talk about Bristol Botanic Garden 
from Nick Wray, who is the Curator 
there. We will be visiting the Botanic 
Garden on 10th July. We meet in the Old 
Schoolroom, Chew Magna at 8.00 pm and 
are always pleased to welcome visitors. 
www.chewvalleygardeningsociety.org.uk

Your Local News

Defibrillator in Compton Dando
Life saving equipment for the village
The Compton Dando Community Association and the Parish Council have bought 
an AED, Automated External Defibrillator, for the village to be used by anyone in a 
situation where someone experiences a sudden cardiac arrest.
It is in the old red telephone box opposite the Compton Inn. If a cardiac arrest happens 
at home you dial 999 and the service will give you the code to the box and you may 
then access the AED and take it to the patient. If you are out and about you will need 
to phone 999 from your mobile to get the code number.
The AED detects and analyses life threatening heart rhythms. If such a rhythm is 
detected it is able to deliver a shock to defibrillate the heart, allowing the heart to 
restart a normal rhythm. AEDs are designed to be used by untrained people using voice 
prompts to advise what steps to take.
Combining an AED with chest compressions and rescue breaths is the most effective 
treatment for an unconscious not breathing person.
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Manor Farm
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ARCHITECTS

No project is too small to benefit from 
an Architect's advice, guidance & design

An initial visit to discuss your project  
and talk you through the design,  

planning permission and  
building control process  

is completely free

Steve Rendell
B.A(Hons), B.Arch (Nottm)  

01761 490419

Architects Registration Board

Advertising information
•  Half page (132 x 96mm) - £120 a year
•  Quarter page (66 x 96mm) - £75 a year
•  Eighth page (66 x 48mm) - £40 a year
Either supply your ad as a print-ready pdf, psd 
or jpeg file or simply email us some copy and 
pictures and we will set your ad for you. 
Send copy via email, attaching any logos or 
images to pensford@gmail.com including your 
name, company name, invoicing address, 
email and phone number and an invoice  
will be sent.

ADVERTISE HERE!
see your ad 

here as well as online at
www.publow-with-pensford-pc.gov.uk

MU Report
Latest news

Your Local Groups

Supporting Pensford Playground

In May, Tony Quinn entertained us with 
lovely pictures of his recent cruise visiting 
Turkey and the Eastern Mediterranean. 
Linda and he had also visited Bethlehem, 
which was particularly interesting.
On 15th May, some of us went to Wells 
for the MU Prayer Service. This takes 
place once a month and rotates through 
the different Deaneries. We were asked to 
pray for the MU scheme which provides 
holidays, known as “Away From It All”. 

The Cathedral is a lovely place to hold a 
service, and we treated ourselves to lunch 
afterwards!
Next month on June 12th, we have 
decided to change our programme and 
have a “Members’ Meeting”. Everyone is 
asked to bring something to share with the 
rest; a reading, poem, picture or whatever. 
We hope that the result will be interesting. 
Anne Hall

For any of you with children, you will 
know what a lovely facility it is to have 
a local playground. We are lucky, in 
Pensford, to have a small playground 
behind the Memorial Hall - many local 
children enjoy this facility, however much 
of the equipment is now old and looking 
shabby.  The Village Hall Committee 
members do all that they can to upkeep 
the equipment and surrounding area, 
however this is all volunteer work. So, if 
you or any of your family could spare the 
odd hour to help out with the general 
maintenance, please let a member of the 
Village Hall Committee know.
We are also raising money to help pay for 
new equipment and repairs to the existing 
equipment... 
Please support us by coming along to the 
children’s disco, which is being held at 
Pensford Memorial Hall on Friday 18th 
July, from 5pm to 8pm. All children and 
adults welcome, from 0 to 90+! 

Tickets are available from Pensford Post 
Office or Dave Lewis, 07711 160544. 
Adele Balzan, Pensford Memorial Hall 
Secretary



Fantastic Fun Run
Despite the rain and gloom, we had 97 
entrants, all displaying determination, 
whether it was to achieve their best 
times, or just to finish! These events 
involve a great deal of organization and 
a huge amount of giving up people’s 
time. Without the support of those that 
knuckled down in the kitchen, on the 
cake stall, selling raffle tickets and signing 
people in and out, the event would not 
have taken place and the children of the 
school would not have £600+ to enhance 
the outside environment. Jess Cox and 
Tracy King were the driving force and the 
glue that held it altogether, but are in dire 
need of support. Lets also not forget that 
some children took it upon themselves 
to raise money for the school, from 
sponsorship. Thank you to Katie-Marie, 
William, Georgina, Charlie L, Jessica, 
Anna and Edie for being innovative and 
raising £100+ for the school. We have 
paid for our Scrapstore membership with 
that and will be getting more ‘creative’ 
items for lunchtime play.

Good Ofsted News
Following our disappointing Ofsted 
visit last year, we have had several visits 
from the local authority and a national 
school improvement partner, who have 
recognized how rapidly we have addressed 
pupils’ achievement and progress. We 
have been RAG-rated (red, amber, green) 
as green. Although there is still some 
work to be done, data and observations 
indicate that our school is good. We will 
be maintaining our vigilance to ensure 

that we continue to improve, thus aiming 
towards being the outstanding school we 
all want to be.

The Hobbit visits Pensford
Children loved the travelling theatre 
production of The Hobbit, and it was 
lovely, albeit a bit surreal, to be surrounded 
by characters from Middle Earth. Classes 
then used the experience to follow up 
with innovative writing (after finding 
‘real’ dragon’s eggs on their tables), clay 
sculptures and lovely art work. 
Finally, I would like to say how proud I 
was of Mia, Sophie and Sam, our STOP 
anti-bullying group, who attended Bath 
Guildhall at the invitation of the Chair 
of Bath Council with me at the end of 
March. It was also lovely to see two ex-
pupils leading groups, and fighting their 
cause to ensure equality of opportunity for 
the young people of B&NES.
Lorna McIsaac, Headteacher

Pensford Primary School
What’s OnSchool Highlights

Top - The Hobbit production inspires some great outfits 
Bottom - Mia, Sophie and Sam at the Bath Guildhall

Date for your diary



What’s On
June
Sun 1st  Benefice Eucharist, All Saints’ Publow, 10.00am 
  Teas in St. Mary’s Church, Compton Dando 2 - 5pm
Thurs 5th  Pensford Evergreen club, Pensford Mem. Hall, 7pm, Bristol Wind Band
Sat 7th   Coffee Morning and Market, Church Room, Pensford, 10 - 11.30am
Sun 8th  Pentecost, Holy Communion, St. Leonard’s Chelwood 8.00am 
  Sung Eucharist, All Saints’ Publow, 9.30am 
  St Thomas a Becket Tower Tea Party, 2pm 
  Evensong St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 6.00pm
Mon 9th Teatime Madness, Pensford Primary School, 3.30 - 4.45pm 
   Publow with Pensford Parish Council Meeting, Pensford Memorial Hall
Thurs 12th Mothers’ Union, Church Room Pensford, 2.15pm 
   Pensford Evergreen club, Pensford Mem Hall, 7pm, Somer Valley Singers
Sat 14th Pensford Evergreen club - Day trip to Sidmouth
Sun 15th Sung Eucharist, All Saints’ Publow, 9.30am 
  Morning Worship, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 11.15am
Thurs 19th  Pensford Evergreen club, Pensford Mem. Hall, 7pm - Better Than 

Chocolate
Sat 21st  Compton Dando Coffee Morning, Compton Dando Parish Hall,  

10.30-12.30 
Vox in Frox Concert, All Saints’ Publow, 7.30pm

Sun 22nd Holy Communion, St. Leonard’s Chelwood, 9.30am 
  Holy Communion, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 11.15am 
  Choral Evensong, St. John’s Keynsham, 6.00pm
Thurs 26th  Pensford Evergreen club, Pensford Memorial Hall, 7pm - Saltford 

Seranade
Sun 29th Benefice Eucharist, St. Leonard’s Chelwood, 10.00am 
  Salmon & Strawberries Lunch at The Grange, 12.30pm

July
Thurs 10th MU Pensford Church Room, Pensford, 2.15 pm

Diary

Tool Hire - Diggers & Dumpers - Toilet Hire
01225 331669 www.alidehire.co.uk



Your Local Groups

Pensford Tennis Club
So far so good with our performance 
in the LTA Summer League - the Men 
won by one game and the Ladies lost 
by one - set! The committee are getting 
closer to finding a replacement coach so 
keep an eye on our website for the latest 
developments. Although we were a bit 
unlucky with the weather for our Opening 
Season Event last month caused by strong 
winds blowing tennis balls all over the 
place, we did manage to spring clean the 
courts and surrounding areas. Pop down 
and admire and bring your rackets with 
you - we would love to see you. The draw 
for the three pairs of Wimbledon tickets 
that were allocated to the Club has taken 
place - so we now have some very happy 
club members! 
Our thanks to everyone who helped make 
our fund raising event “Blue Notes Jazz 
Band featuring Hannah Wedlock” such 
a great evening and a special thank you 
to Elaine Davidson whose idea it was and 
who pulled the whole event together.
The feedback has been very encouraging - 
good food, good company and great music. 
The Club was delighted with the money 
raised that evening. The resurfacing of 
the courts is getting ever closer! It’s good 
to know that the community as a whole 
value this wonderful village asset. 
Club play is Tuesday evenings 7pm -9pm 
and Sunday mornings 11am - 1pm. 
Check out our website: www.
pensfordtennisclub.co.uk

Chew Magna  
Monday Club
The club meets each Monday from 10am- 
3pm. We start with tea and biscuits and a 
weekly raffle. Then a wonderful two-course 
meal cooked on the premises is enjoyed at 
lunchtime. There is a varied afternoon of 
entertainment that finishes with tea and 
cake before going home. 
Monday Club is always very pleased to 
welcome both visitors, and new members.
The club could not exist if it wasn’t for the 
wonderful band of volunteers. Do you enjoy 
company, do you have some spare time, 
are you looking to fill that spare time and 
do something for your community, If the 
answer is yes, Monday Club is looking for 
people to join our happy band of volunteers 
in various ways. Could you cook a main 
course lunch, make a pudding, make and 
serve coffee, load a dishwasher or even 
drive our members to and from club. If 
you feel you could offer to help with any 
of the above just once a month please 
contact the clubs deputy chairman Eileen 
Bryant on 01275-331325 or email her at 
eileenbryant9@googlemail.com

Chelwood Lucky Draw
March 2014
£12 - J Flower 
£8 - P Sherborne  
£5 - P Joyner 
£3 - S.Waite

April 2014
£12 - C & J Beecroft 
£ 8 -T Young  
£5 - G & D. Knight  
£3 - J & S Casselden



Pensford History Group
Your help needed
Pensford Local History Group members 
are asking for information about the 
men from the village who died fighting 
in the Great War. They are planning to 
commemorate the centenary of WW1 
by finding the stories behind the names 
on Pensford War Memorial, from family 
members and friends.
Does anyone have any photographs, 
medals or other affects connected to one 
or more of these men. They are listed on 
the war memorial as :-
• GPL Cameron RUCK S.L.I.
• PTE Charles COLES S.L.I.
• PTE Sidney CORPS S.L.I.
• PTE Reginald DUCKETT S.L.I.
• GNR Disney GRANT R.F.A.
• GNR James MEMBERY R.C.A.
• PTE Reginald WATTS M.G.C.
Leading the project are Chris James and 
Leigh Comber. They would like to hear 
from anyone who may have artefacts, 
photos, memories, and information. Please 
contact Therese Tyson on 01761490670 
or Hilary Cox on 01761490656 / 
hcox571503@aol.com
Or you can contact Chris and Leigh 
at: Chrisjbjames@aol.com and/or 
leighcomber@hotmail.com

RNLI
Latest news for April
Our lifesaving operation provides 
Lifeboats, Lifeguards, safety advice and 
inland Flood Rescue which was called 
upon in the recent crises locally on the 
Somerset Levels & in Gloucestershire. 
Independent of any financial support from 
Government, the RNLI maintains its 
service at a cost of c£380,000 per day! 
Yet again the QUIZ with hot supper in 
March was a great success, with 100 
people attending and an excellent £1000 
raised. A big THANK YOU to all those 
who supported the Charity fund raising 
day organised by Fran & Sally with their 
Line Dancing Group on 29 March at 
Paulton Rovers FC, following which 
we were delighted to receive a splendid 
donation of £700.
Our next event is a mid summer music 
evening on the shores of Chew Valley lake, 
on Friday 20 June from 6pm to 10pm. 
Hosted at Chew Valley Sailing Club, to 
whom we are very grateful, the Barnacle 
Buoys will be performing their repertoire of 
sea shanties. Tickets £10 (children under 
12 free) to include Supper of pates & 
cheese, with lots of delicious puddings, so 
why not come along. Cash bar.
June also brings us to the annual House 
to House collection held throughout the 
extended Valley, our biggest single fund 
raising effort where we hope to exceed 
last year’s near record total of £4300. Our 
enthusiastic band of collectors are brilliant 
but we are always looking to add numbers, 
so please get in touch if you can spare a 
couple of hours to help us. Keith Williams

Mendip DFAS
10th June 2014
(A.G.M.) at 10:00am followed by
THE BOOK OF KELLS 
Mrs Imogen Corrigan BA (Hons) gave 
us an illuminating lecture on ‘The Luttrell 
Psalter’ in 2011. She is a freelance lecturer 
in Anglo-Saxon and Medieval History 
and Art for Kent Federation of History, 
the National Trust and specialist travel 
companies

1st July 2014 
CHARLES DICKENS: THE MAN 
AND HIS LIFE THROUGH HIS 
CHARACTERS
Meetings are held in the Westex Suite at 
the Bath and West Showground, Shepton 
Mallet, commencing at 10:30 for 11:00 
except for June. Anyone wishing attend 
either of these meetings should contact 
Tony Lane in advance on 01749 670652

Your Local Groups What’s On

Elgar’s The Dream  
of Gerontius 
Wells Cathedral: Somerset Chamber 
Choir 30th anniversary concert
Somerset Chamber Choir celebrates its 
30th anniversary with a concert of Elgar’s 
The Dream of Gerontius and music by 
Parry at Wells Cathedral on Saturday 26 
July 2014 at 7pm. They will be joined 
by the German choir Berliner Kantorei, 
superb professional orchestra Southern 
Sinfonia and three exciting young soloists, 
all conducted by Graham Caldbeck.
Tickets from Taunton TIC  
(01823 336344) or online at  
www.somersetchamberchoir.org.uk



Your Local Groups

Pensford with Publow W.I.
At our April meeting we had a Cup Cake 
Workshop with Sue Duggan, which proved 
very entertaining and we came away with 
4 differently designed cupcakes. 
May brought us the Annual Resolution 
meeting, which was focussed on Organ 
Donation. We were surprised to find 
that even if you carry a donation card, 
families can overrule this. It is reported 
that 3 people die every day whilst waiting 
for a donated organ. Despite the record 
number of transplants, NHS Blood 
& Transplant still puts the number of 
people on the waiting list at 7,000. The 
number of people on the register needs 
to outstrip the number of people needing 
a transplant, because while over half a 
million people die each year in the UK, 
fewer than 5000 die in circumstances 
where they can become donors. People 
can become donors without having 
officially registered their wishes first, if 
their family gives consent. Family members 
can stop deceased people becoming donors 
even if they had registered their wishes 
to donate. W.I. members are asked to 
make their wishes known regarding organ 
donation, and to encourage others to do 
likewise. This Resolution goes forward to 
the National Federations AGM in June. 
After deliberation we, as W.I. members, 
approved this Resolution.
We then enjoyed a Ploughman’s Supper 
followed by a Silent Auction, the proceeds 
from which go to ACWW (Country 
Women of the World) funds. Our next 
meeting will be a visit to a garden in Wells. 
Visitors are always welcome.

Arthritis Research UK – 
Chew Valley Branch
On 13th April there was a Spring Sale 
at The Wellsway, Harptree Hill East 
Harptree. £136.05 was raised for Arthritis 
Research. We would like to thank Maxine 
Gibbons & Jo Avery for inviting us. We are 
holding a Coffee Morning on Wednesday 
16 July 2014 at The Croft in Ham Lane, 
Bishop Sutton. As in previous years, we’re 
hoping to arrange parking in the rear car 
park behind the Red Lion. Come and 
join us between 10.30 and 12.30. There 
will be a raffle, Bring and Buy, cakes, and 
books for sale. Come and enjoy a sociable 
morning and help to raise funds for this 
worthwhile charity. 
Midsomer Norton & Radstock Silver 
Band on 21st June at 7.00pm at The 
Village Hall, Bishop Sutton. Tickets £8 
including light refreshments, in advance 
only, from Jean 01275 332686 or Cynthia 
01275 333019.
Information Day 20th September, 
9.00am - 1.00pm. Venue - Methodist 
Hall, Chew Stoke. From 11.00 - 12.00, 
Chrissie Hammond, Research Fellow in 
Osteoarthritis at the University of Bristol 
will talk on her research using Zebra Fish 
to gain an understanding of Osteoarthritis.

Editorial information
Contact us and see YOUR event,  
news or views listed here. Please forward 
any submissions to Adele Balzan at  
pensford@gmail.com 

The deadline for the next double 
edition is the 16th of June.



Your Local Groups

Community Trust
‘Community Trust’ is formed joining Pensford, Publow,  
Stanton Drew and Stanton Wick

Your Local Groups
Continued....
Application forms for grant aid are 
available to download from The 
Community Trust’s website
(www.ppsct.org.uk) or direct from the 
clerks to the two parish councils.
The Trustees plan to meet 3 times a year 
to consider applications although in an 
emergency the Trust should be able to 
respond speedily. The Trustees hope to 
make their first grants following their next 
meeting in June.
Membership of the Trust is either via 
membership of The CT 100 Club, or by 
subscription of £10 per annum (gift  

 
aided). Membership entitles a member 
to attend and vote at Annual and other 
general meetings, to receive reports of 
progress and to be able to influence grant-
making policy – although this will always 
ultimately be the responsibility of the 
Trustees. 
For more information on becoming a 
member email secretary@ppsct.org.uk

The joining of the residents of Pensford, 
Publow, Stanton Drew and Stanton Wick 
to battle over a proposed massive gypsy 
and traveller development has resulted 
in the positive outcome of forming a 
Community Trust.
The Trust has approved its constitution, its 
first Trustees and has applied for charitable 
status. The first funds have been raised 
and a fundraising committee is forming.
Andrew Hillman, Chairman of the 
Trustees said; “I think all of our 
community will know of and the vast 
majority will have joined in, the successful 
work of the Stanton Wick Action Group 
(“SWAG”) in raising money to defeat the 
proposals for a massive gypsy and traveller 
development in Stanton Wick. The 
amazing thing is that this work enhanced 
a strong community bond and developed a 
renewed interest in our local environment 
and the welfare of our neighbours.
A number of the SWAG team thought 
that it would be great for the communities 
if we could maintain this renewed spirit 
and channel our fundraising into a Trust 
with the aim of helping people and 
projects within our two Parishes. The 
objectives of The Community Trust are 
broadly to support appropriate individuals 
and organisations within the parish 
council areas of Pensford and Stanton 
Drew. Beneficiaries are expected to come 
from across a wide range of worthwhile 
causes and within the general “public 
benefit” remit required of charities, 

including relief of need, support for 
education, preservation and improvement 
of public facilities, where other sources are 
wanting.
Trustees of the Community Trust include 
two nominees by each of Pensford and 
Stanton Drew Parish Councils and two 
others elected by members of the Trust. I 
am honoured to be its first Chair.
Whilst The Community Trust’s funding 
is obviously limited by its own resources 
and fundraising, it is hoped that it will 
make a real difference to our communities 
in appropriate cases. It is great to see the 
community bond being harnessed to other 
good causes in our villages. I applaud the 
spirit created and the generosity shown by 
so many. ‘’
Judith Chubb-Whittle, chair of Stanton 
Drew Parish Council and a Trustee said, 
“This is a great project and one which 
the parish council fully supports and 
encourages. There is much work to be 
done and the great thing is that we can 
have fun doing it!”
Tony Heaford, chair of Pensford with 
Publow Parish Council and a Trustee said 
“These two parishes have a wonderful 
heritage and a great mix of people, going 
back to mining days and even earlier. The 
Trust will provide an ideal focal point to 
ensure that the spirit kindled by the recent 
battle in Stanton Wick is kept alight and 
indeed expanded to the benefit of our 
villages.”

... continued next page



What has been happening in our area...
Your News & Views

Keep up with local events and information online at: 
www.publow-with-pensford-pc.gov.uk 
www.comptondando-parishcouncil.org.uk

‘Many thanks’ 
from Maureen Ford
Maureen Ford would like to thank all 
those well-wishers who were so thoughtful 
and kind to her when she was recovering 
from her recent operation. Your visits, gifts 
and flowers were greatly appreciated.

The Miners Coffee Shop
Great turnout for the new cafe
The cafe has been very well received by 
the village and many were there at their 
grand opening at the end of April.

Pensford10k
A great turn out despite the weather

Pensford PSA members Tracy, Louise and 
Charlotte manning the cake stall.

The Editor & Designer, Adele and 
Victoria get ready to run the Pensford 10K.



Bath and North East Somerset Council
Chelwood - Mr R Nicholl 01275 332122
Compton Dando - Miss S Davis 
01761 472356
Publow- Mr P Edwards 01275 892128

B&NES Information Switchboard
01225 477000

Benefice Mother’s Union
Enrol. Member - Anne Hall 01761 490653

Bristol Airport (Noise Concerns)
01275 473799

Chelwood Parish Council
Chairman - Mr P Sherborne  
01761 490586

Chelwood Village Hall
Bookings - Mr Pat Harrison  
01761 490218

Chew Valley Gardening Society
Liz Heaford 01761 490271

Compton Dando CA
Chairman - Alison ter Haar 07950 106943
Treasurer - Peter Middleton 01761 490927
Secretary - Liz Stanbury 01761 490487

Compton Dando Parish Council
Chairman - Ms T Mitchell 01179 860791
Clerk - Adrian Rogers 01761 470361

Compton Dando Parish Hall
Bookings - Mrs Fox 01761 490955

Marksbury & District Playgroup
Leader - Joanne Groves 01761 479449

Pensford Brownies
Debbie Taylor 01275 333091

Pensford Evergreens
Robert Bailey 01761 490639

Pensford Football
Steve Harrison 07891 635661

Pensford Golf Society
Chairman - David Parnell 01761 490888

Pensford Gospel Hall
Roy Hill 01275 332475

Pensford Guides
Rachael Dando 01761 490663

Pensford Ladies Group
Penny Cross 01275 333823

Pensford Local History Group
Therese Tyson 01761 490670

Pensford Memorial Hall
Chairman - Pete Moore
Bookings - Stephen Robertson  
07842 050937

Pensford School
Headteacher - Mrs L McIsaac  
01761 490470
Chair of Governors - John Butler  
01761 490767

Pensford Tennis Club
Secretary - Alison Patey 01275 832201

Pensford Toddlers Group
Lisbeth Taylerson 07970 516255

Pensford with Publow WI
President - Mrs S Baber 01179 869493
Secretary - Mrs M Bailey 01761 490639

Police Community Support Officers
Mr Martyn Bragg 07825 103289

Publow Parish Council
Chairman - Mr A J Heaford 01761 490271
Clerk - Mrs J Bragg 01275 333549

Rotary Club
Tony Quinn 01761 419328

Stanton Drew & Pensford Playgroup
Leader - Lynne Willmott 07515 712545

Village Agent
Ken Webb 01275 333700

Parish News Team
Editor - Adele Balzan 01761 492650
Designer - Victoria Spicer 01761 492559
Treasurer - Kate Matthews 01275 891275
Head distributor - Yvonne Phillips  
01761 490426
Main distributors: Woollard - Geoff & Mary 
Rogers, Compton Dando - Pam Cole & 
Fiona Greg-Smith, Chelwood - Jacky Young

Email the Parish News Team at 
pensford@gmail.com

The deadline for next month’s 
submissions is the 16th June

Items in this Magazine do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the Rector and PCC.

Directory of Local Organisations




