
PUBLOW WITH PENSFORD PARISH COUNCIL  

AGENDA 

 

MEETING TO BE HELD ON Thursday 16th April 2020  

ONLINE:  Meeting ID: 861 0821 3612 

TO ALL PARISH COUNCILLORS 

You are summoned to attend a virtual meeting of the Parish Council on  

16th April 2020 at 7.30 pm using the online platform Zoom   

H Richardson (Mrs) – Clerk to the Parish Council  Date: 8th April 2020  

 

Public Participation (15 minutes Maximum):  Please note that prior to the official business of the meeting; 
members of the Parish are welcome to raise any Parish issues. Please inform the Parish Clerk providing 
name, address and subject matter no later than 24 hrs prior to the meeting if you wish to arrange a 
speaking slot.  Please keep your speech to a maximum of 3 minutes. Additionally, the applicant or their 
agent may verbally present planning applications.  You are not guaranteed a slot if you do not book in 
advance.  Please note the Parish Council cannot make a decision on items that are not on the agenda, but 
items may be put forward for the agenda for the next meeting. 
 
 
1. Members of the public 

2. Apologies for absence 

3. To receive notification of any members’ personal or prejudicial interest in any item on the agenda 

4. To confirm minutes of the previous meetings held on Monday 9th March 2020 and the 6th April 2020 as 

a true & fair record 

5. To receive an update on district matters from Cllr P May  

6. To receive any updates on current matters:  

a) Memorial Hall-Cllr Paul Baxter 

b) Community Speedwatch – Cllr Mike Daniels - on hold until we have some normality. 

c) Fingerposts – Cllr Janette Stephenson - No progress on Fingerposts at the moment 

d) Vintage Phone Box – Cllr Paul Baxter & Cllr Jenny Gully 

e) Defibrillators – Cllr Janette Stephenson - Thank you to the Guardians Tracy and Mike for their looking after the 

defibrillators. At the moment SWAST Ambulance have asked for daily checks. They are very busy at the moment.  I 

shall follow up this onerous task once things settle a bit  

f) Allotments – Cllr Mike Daniels - busy as busy can be in this current situation. Two old tenants have not continued 

with their tenancy this year one full plot and one half but I have filled them both. A new tenant as not responded to 

any contact I have made so will try and fill that plot also.  

g) Review of speed limit through Woollard & Publow – Cllr Janette Stephenson & Cllr Paul May - No progress until we 

are back to normal 

h) Climate Emergency working group – Cllr Dawn Custance - Update on Climate Emergency. As with everything else 

pretty much on hold but I've been in touch with Alex and she told me that a group called Sylva have bought 1000 oak 

whips and are hoping to plant them in suitable places either as hedgerow infills or on sloping ground, they will be 

taking professional advice on land suitability etc. Pleased to hear Paul May is pushing BANES to declare an ecological 

emergency. Also have heard many comments from parishioners enjoying the peace and quiet of a village devoid of 

hurrying vehicles and roar of aeroplanes and being able to hear birds singing. 

 

 



7. Matters for discussion/decision:  

a) To consider extending the delegation of the council decisions to the Clerk during the period of 

restricted activity declared by the Government in respect of the Covid 19 virus, Such delegation, 

in line with the agreed procedure, to enable the council to fulfil its responsibility to its residents. 

 

a) Business Continuity Motion to Council 

In light of the Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic and government advice, this council resolves that: 

(a) Should the council be unable to meet for whatever reason, the Clerk be given delegated authority to progress all 

ongoing matters and projects and authorise all regular payments and incur expenditure in line with the council’s 

agreed budget. 

(b) Any decisions taken under resolution (a) above will be taken, whenever possible, in consultation with the 

Chairman and Vice Chairman of council. A record of all decisions and expenditure incurred under delegated authority 

will be kept and reported to members when the council next meets. 

(c) The authority to decide the council’s response to planning applications be delegated to the Clerk, in consultation 

with the full council. Members of the Council will be informed of applications out for consultation and will be invited 

to submit comments to the Clerk. 

(d) The provisions outlined in resolutions (a-c) above will override any requirements to the contrary in the council’s 

standing orders, financial regulations or terms of reference. 

(e) Should the Clerk be unable to perform her duties, Councillor Grimes assume the role of Proper Officer and RFO in 

an unpaid capacity. 

(f) The Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman, may incur expenditure, where such expenditure 

will help the community’s efforts to support those in need of assistance or prevent social isolation. 

(g) Should government allow councils to meet virtually (online), the council will take all reasonable steps to facilitate 

this. 

 

b) To agree process for responding to Local Plan Partial Update & Draft Statement of community 

involvement 

To all Parish & Town Councils 

Local Plan Partial Update 

I am contacting you to inform you that the Council is commencing a partial update to its Local Plan.  The Local Plan is 

the primary document setting out the Planning Policies for B&NES and there are a number of key policies that need 

to be updated.  

The Council was preparing a new Local Plan within the context of the West of England Joint Spatial (JSP) but as the 

JSP has now been formally withdrawn the preparation of the new Local Plan has been delayed.  

The partial update is not a new Local Plan but is an update to the Core Strategy & Placemaking Plan (together 

comprising the adopted Local Plan for B&NES). The update will not change the plan period of the adopted Core 

Strategy and Placemaking Plan. The most urgent issues that the partial update will address include:   

1. The need to update particular policies to address changes in circumstances and national policy & legislation 

since our Core Strategy was adopted in 2014, particularly the Council’s declaration of a Climate Emergency  



2. Update and replenish housing supply in order to ensure the Core Strategy requirement can be met 

3. Review and update policies relating to the development of the Universities and the impacts of student 

accommodation on our communities 

The Council is publishing a commencement document for consultation, which sets out the proposed scope of the 

partial update, why it is being prepared and the programme for its preparation. Alongside the commencement 

document the list of Core Strategy & Placemaking Plan policies proposed to be updated at this time has also been 

published for comment. The Council wants to hear your views on the proposed Local Plan partial update.  

Both documents are being made available for comment for a period of 8 weeks, from 6th April to 1st June 2020.  

Further details of the consultation and the documents are available at https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/planning-

consultation-local-plan-partial-update-and-statement-community-involvement 

Call for Sites 

In order to help inform the partial update of the Local Plan the Council will also be undertaking a ‘call for sites’. This 

will build upon previous ‘call for sites’ and we will be asking communities and other stakeholders to submit sites they 

consider to be potentially suitable for development for housing, employment uses or renewable energy 

development. The ‘call for sites’ will commence on 20th April and further details will be set out shortly before this 

date on the Council’s website at https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/form/propose-a-site-for-development 

COVID-19 

The Council fully understands the critical nature of the unprecedented situation caused by COVID-19. However, the 

government has made it clear that the planning system should continue to function as best as possible and progress 

made. Therefore, after careful consideration this consultation is taking place and will be held online only. As would 

normally be the case at the commencement stage no public events or exhibitions will take place. This will protect the 

health of our communities. Consultation is open for a slightly longer period than would usually be the case and there 

will be opportunities for communities and other stakeholders to contribute ideas and comment on the emerging 

content of the Local Plan partial update when we consult on options and policy approaches later in the year.  Please 

contact us if you have queries relating to this consultation and we will endeavour to respond in a timely manner.  

 

It is noted at this time that parish and town councils are unable to hold meetings. However, co-ordinated comments 

on behalf of the parish or town council should still be submitted where possible through delegated authority to the 

Clerk. If formal approval of the comments by your council is required then it is suggested that, wherever possible, the 

comments are still submitted during the consultation period noting that this is subject to consideration and 

ratification by the parish/town council. If you are unable to submit comments on behalf of your council within the 

consultation period please let us know. In light of the current circumstances, the Council will be flexible to ensure that 

all those who want to comment on the commencement document will have the opportunity. 

B&NES Council will work closely with parish & town councils in preparing the Local Plan partial update. The 

arrangements for this are still being considered within the current situation and we will be in touch again in due 

course. We will also be sending out a short survey to ascertain your views on how best to engage with parish & town 

councils. 

Comments on the commencement document are encouraged to be submitted through the on-line comment form: 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/LocalPlanpartialupdateandDraftSCI  or by email to 

local_plan2@bathnes.gov.uk   



If you are unable to comment electronically written comments can be posted to the address below. Please note that 

as staff are primarily working from home in line with government advice you will not receive an acknowledgement of 

your comments. 

Planning Policy (Local Plan partial update) 

Bath & North East Somerset Council 

Lewis House 

Manvers Street 

Bath BA1 1JG 

 

Draft Statement of Community Involvement 

The Council is also reviewing its current Statement of Community Involvement (My Neighbourhood: A 

Neighbourhood Planning Protocol). The Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) sets out how the Council will 

engage residents and other stakeholders in the planning process from planning applications through to the 

preparation of planning policy documents. 

A draft of the reviewed SCI is also being published for consultation and is available for comment from 6th April to 1st 

June 2020.  

Comments on the commencement document are encouraged to be submitted through the on-line comment form: 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/LocalPlanpartialupdateandDraftSCI or by email to 

planning_policy@bathnes.gov.uk   

If you are unable to comment electronically written comments can be posted to the address below. Please note that 

as staff are primarily working from home in line with government advice you will not receive an acknowledgement of 

your comments. 

Planning Policy (Draft Statement of Community Involvement) 

Bath & North East Somerset Council 

Lewis House 

Manvers Street 

Bath BA1 1JG 

 

If you have any queries on the consultations please contact the Planning Policy team, preferably by email at 

planning_policy@bathnes.gov.uk  

Regards 

Richard Daone 

Deputy Head of Planning (Policy) 

Bath & North East Somerset Council 
 

 

c) To receive an update on the community response to the Covid-19 outbreak & the support available to 

residents. 

Simon King Co-ordinating Community Volunteers. 

Update from Simon: We have not had a single request through from the  3SG community partnership, which can only 

be a good thing and we have not been overrun with food shopping and prescription pickups etc. a few odd things but 

nothing that has not been dealt with. 

He is now in touch directly with B&NES, 3SG and WERN. 



B&NES had initially approached the Parish Council for assistance in distributing the food parcels to the shielded.  

B&NES were concerned about the low numbers that had registered, and they took Simons details to deal direct. 

I initially had problems getting a response from WERN (West of England Rural Network) as they have been so central 

to the response in other Parishes, When I did get a response they said they had a vacancy for the Village Agent 

covering our Parish and so I was concerned there would be a huge gap in the support network.  However, the co-

ordinator has been in touch with Simon directly and they are working with the most vulnerable in the Parish. 

Volunteers numbers have been circulated for support with shopping, and medication. 

B&NES compassionate communities Hub has been set up to offer more support for the vulnerable that cannot be 

offered by the local volunteers – The Number is 0300 247 0050 or visit 3SG.org.uk 

Pensford Post Office is offering a delivery service for groceries and other supplies. 

Action Required: to approve the expenditure for gloves for volunteers: £54.84 (inc £9.14 VAT) 

 

8. Reports: 

a) Clerks Progress Report. 

b) Chairman’s Report 

 

9. Planning:  

a) Applications to consult: 20/01339/FUL Sunningdale,  Woollard Lane. Erection of two storey rear 

extension. 

 

b) Decision Notification: None  

 

10. Financial Matters: 

i) To approve the financial Report. 

ii) To approve Payments to be authorised at April meeting: 

Dom Lowe   Footpaths (March)    £80  

Mrs Helen Richardson Clerk Salary (April)    £745.54  

Gloves for Covid 19 Volunteers      £54.84 (£9.14 VAT to recover) 

    

11. Items of Report to carry forward to the next Meeting:  

12. To Note Future Meetings:   

PCAA – Thursday 19th March 2020 (cancelled) 

Parish Liaison - Tuesday 31st March 2020 (cancelled) 

   B&NES ALCA meeting – Thursday 11th June 2020 Avon Room, Saltford Parish Hall 

Parish Liaison - Thursday 16th July 2020 

B&NES ALCA meeting - Thursday 3rd September 2020 

Parish Liaison - Thursday 22nd October 2020 

 

DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: Monday 11th May 2020  

 


