
From the Parish Registers of All Saints’ Publow The fullness of life – now - I 
was struck by an article by 
Janet Street-Porter in the 
Independent on Sunday 
which was titled, ‘Better 
a full life than an endless 
one.’ She was commenting 

on some new research being funded 
by a group of technology billionaires, 
Mark Zuckerberg of Facebook being 
one of them, who were looking into the 
possibility of extending human life.
In her classically direct style she 
concludes, “I can see no reason to extend 
my life beyond what is normal and have 
no intention of copying Mr Zuckerberg 
and turning into a wrinkly 125 year old 
reliant on gadgets and supplements to 
get me through my dreary day.”
We are in the Easter season and there 
is always a temptation to consider 
eternal life as the promise of some 
kind of endless life in the future, but the 
gospel of John in particular is keen to 
emphasise that the promise of Easter 

is not fullness of life in the future, but 
fullness of life NOW. Of course that is not 
simply a selfish hope that my life will be 
full, but rather a gospel imperative that 
those who believe in the Easter story 
should work and pray for fullness of life 
for all humankind, not least amongst the 
poor and the dispossessed.
A native Indian tribe in North America 
has a tradition. At the end of each day, 
each member of the tribe is invited to 
collect a stone – a white stone if it has 
been a good day and a black stone if it 
has been a bad day. When they die the 
stones are poured out over their body. If 
there are more white stones than black 
stones the whole community celebrates. 
If it is the other way round everyone 
goes home.
May those of us who believe the Easter 
story so live our lives to the full, not 
just for ourselves but for the welfare of 
all humankind, so that the number of 
white stones will always overflow into 
celebration. Peter Taunton

A big thank you to everyone who offered 
promises gave donations or came to the 
evening at Pensfold Memorial Hall. A 
sum of just under £1,700 was raised for 
St Mary’s Church.
Thank you too to all who helped on the 
evening. Richard & Jenny Davis

Funeral Service 
15th March Stephanie Maria Isabel MORENA

Pensford with 
Publow W.I

Our speaker for the March 
meeting was Judith Green 

from the Somerset Lavender Farm at 
Faulkland. This used to be a dairy farm 
but when they found, like many dairy 
farmers, that mainly through low milk 
prices, they needed to diversify they hit 
on the idea of lavender. This has proved 
to be very worthwhile. They have over 
twenty varieties of lavender and a colony 
of bees which produce fresh honey.  They 
make many products from the lavender 
and Judith brought some samples with 
her. The farm is open to visitors from 1st 
May to 30th September, Wednesdays 

to Sundays, 10.00am – 5.00pm and on 
Bank Holiday Mondays. Admission is 
free and there is a shop and café. The 
farm also keeps guinea pigs and rabbits 
to entertain the children.
Our routine business was completed.  
Some members had attended the Chew 
Valley Group meeting at Stanton Drew, 
which was very enjoyable with more 
than 70 members present. We were 
sorry to hear Linda is in hospital and a 
card was signed for her. Our competition 
was a flower corsage, won by Margaret 
Bailey, second Maureen Ford and third 
Lesley Harris.
The topic at the meeting on 8th April is 
a travel talk ‘Santiago to Rio’ by Robert 
Cutts. Visitors always welcome.

The Vestry Meeting and the Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting will be held at 
10.30am at All Saints’ Church, Publow.
For two Sundays prior to the meeting 
the new Electoral Roll and the Annual 
Report and Accounts will be available.  
In addition, there will be lists inviting 
nominations for two Churchwardens 
to serve for the coming year. Andrew 
Hillman and Janet Smith have indicated 
their willingness to continue.  In addition 
there are vacancies for elected members 
of the Parochial Church Council to serve 
for a three year term.
All parishioners are encouraged to 
attend to vote for their representatives 
and to approve the accounts for 2012.
Judith Hillman
01761 490324, Secretary to the PCC

ALL SAINTS’ PUBLOW
ANNUAL MEETING

As usual envelopes for donations will 
be enclosed with the Parish Magazines.
This is for ease of distribution and no-
one should feel they are under an 
obligation to give just because it came 
with the magazine.
If any of the regular collectors are not 
able to deal with the envelopes this year 
please let me know.
Many thanks.
Jackie Young. 01761 490614

Christian Aid Week
MAY 12th -18th Now that the clocks have 

gone forward why not 
head for Pensford Tennis courts and get 
fit for the summer.  Weather permitting 
the Club is holding a BBQ on Sunday 
21 April to celebrate the start of the 
summer season so if you are interested 
in playing and/or finding out more come 
along to this family event and meet us 
all - bring something for the BBQ or you 
may starve though! The event will start 
around 11am and we are also planning 
between 10:00-11:00 to do a bit of spring 
cleaning so if sweeping and snipping is 
your thing we would love to see you.  Of 
course all the above is subject to the 
weather being dry.
Are you a Quiz Whiz? Then join us for 
a fun Quiz Night on Friday 19 April at 
7:30pm in Pensford Village Hall. Only 

PENSFORD 
TENNIS CLUB

£5 per person including a ham or cheese 
Ploughman’s supper AND a bottle of 
champagne for one lucky number ticket.  
There is a licensed bar. All monies 
raised will go towards resurfacing the 
courts in order to protect this valuable 
village asset.  See our advertisement in 
this magazine for more details or on our 
website.
Club Play for adults is on Tuesday 
evenings 7:15pm - 9:15pm with the first 
hour devoted to coaching( £5.00 per 
person and non members can also join 
the coaching session).  Junior coaching 
starts earlier finishing at 7:15pm.  Courts 
can be hired during the day by non 
members for £5 per hour subject to 
availability.
Our coach Peter Evans can be contacted 
on 07950 004963 and for more details on 
coaching and about the Club in general 
please click onto -

www.pensfordtennisclub.co.uk



L o c a l  H i s t o r y  G r o u p
Pensford Local History Group welcomed 
back researcher Eileen Jacques 
who came to talk about upstairs and 
downstairs life in nineteenth century 
Bristol. She told us about the wealthy 
of Clifton, not wanting to associate 
themselves with the ”commoners” who 
also lived in the new suburbs surrounding 
the city of Bristol!
Our speaker for April will be Chris 
Hawkins from the Friends of Somerset 
Church and Chapels, who will talk to 
us about keeping Somerset Churches 
alive. We will meet on Wednesday 3rd 
April, at 7.30pm in the Church Room in 
Church Street, Pensford. Non-members 
£2.50. Everyone welcome.

Chew Valley Choral Society to sing 
Messiah with Orchestra and soloists at 
St John’s Church, Keynsham.
Perhaps the most renowned work in the 
choral repertoire, Handel’s Messiah is 
as inspiring to sing as it is to listen to.  
Under their conductor David Bednall, 
Chew Valley Choral Society has joined 
forces with the Pfretzner ensemble to 
deliver a full performance on Saturday 
27th April at St John the Baptist Church, 
Keynsham.  Whether you’ve heard it live 
before or not, this promises to be a night 
to remember, with ten piece orchestra 
and soloists Charlotte Newstead 
(Soprano), Simon Clulow (Alto), Kieran 
White (Tenor) and Niall Hoskin (Bass).
The choir last performed in St John 

the Baptist Church, Keynsham in April 
2012 singing Puccini’s Messa di Gloria 
and other operatic choruses by Verdi 
and Wagner. Says Chair of the Society, 
Helen Boyde “the acoustic quality of 
the church and space available to us 
for orchestra and seventy strong choir 
makes St John’s the perfect venue for 
this important concert.  We hope to draw 
audience from both the Chew Valley as 
well as the Keynsham area to make this 
a very special occasion”.
Tickets (£10, students and children £5) 
can be obtained from the Parish Office, 
1 The Park, Keynsham (01179 863354), 
members of the choir, on the door, or by 
telephoning 01275 333014. Wine will be 
available during the interval.
For further information contact _ 
Christopher Lewis Tel : 01761 221197

Silver Band Concert: Winners of 
the ‘West of England Brass Band 
Association’ Regional Finals. Bishop 
Sutton Village Hall, Saturday, 11th May 
2013 commencing at 7.30pm. Tickets 
£8.00 to include refreshments. Raffle 
available. Tickets – Jean on 01275 
332686; Cynthia on 01275 333019. 

On a rare sunny day a huge number 
of people came to support the market, 
resulting in a profit of £249.80. Thanks 
to everyone who baked, bought and 
sold. On 6th April we shall have the ever 
popular Traidcraft stall and some early-
season plants for sale.
We look forward to welcoming you all.

All Saints’ Market Report

On 14th March Canon John, 
our Rector, came to our 
meeting and talked to us about 

the newly elected Pope Francis.
An Argentine Cardinal and the first Pope 
from the Americas, Jorge Bergoglio 
is known for his simplicity of life and 
great concern for the poor. He is of 
Italian extraction, with two brothers and 
two sisters and has an enormous task 
ahead of him. Whatever our beliefs and 
religions we wish him well.
Best wishes also go to our absent 
members who are sick. We wish you a 
speedy recovery and  hope to see you 
at our next meeting on 11th April in the 
Church Room at 2.15 pm.
A welcome awaits you. Mary Thomas

LEAVES FROM THE RECTOR’S DIARY
18 February I don’t know how many people in this area have visited High Rocks, near Tunbridge Wells. I 
have always been fascinated by these crags which were formed sometime before we got here, by melting 
ice. (During the last Ice Age.) Today, it was warm enough to have a picnic with the grandchildren in the 
sunshine and to clamber over the rocks. On to The Pantiles in Tunbridge Wells, once a tourist attraction, 
which seems to be suffering from the recession – empty shops everywhere.
19 February Drove home from Caterham via Norwich, where we had a few details to attend to as our 
house goes on the market. We also were able to visit a very sick friend and to see him for the last time on 
earth. Luckily the miles are being clocked up on a hire car while mine is in dock for repairs. 
20 February Our first Lent Meeting got off to a spirited start, which is encouraging. We discussed our 
image of God. We have called the evenings “Thinking Allowed”, and everybody participated. It is 50 years 
ago this year since Bishop John Robinson set the ball rolling with the publication of “Honest to God.” And 
we have progressed much from the image of God Almighty as an old man in the sky. J.B Phillips wrote 
a book which challenged us all: “Your God is Too Small.” Many people now think of God as one who 
stands beside us; who shares with us, both in joy and in sorrow. Michael Ramsey, one time Archbishop 
of Canterbury said that “God is Christlike, and in him is no un-Christlikeness at all. What is seen in Jesus 
is what God is.”
1 March I enjoyed meeting with a small group of youngsters in St Mary’s this afternoon. I think that they 
call their meetings “Tuck Shop”. They were certainly stuffing chocolate and wandering around St Mary’s, 
until I interrupted their feasting and talked a bit about the church building, pointing out items of interest 
in the building. Their knowledge of what a church is for and basic Bible stories is very thin, I fear. And it’s 
not just children; most people under 40 have little knowledge of the Faith. If any question is to floor those 
participating in a TV quiz, you can bet your boots it has to do with religion. This is not to judge people 
harshly, but I reckon that it is one of the reasons why “Alpha” courses are so popular because they teach 
the basics of Christianity.
5 March A chance meeting with a person I had never previously met, followed by three telephone calls 
and then a search on the web led me to call a fellow student I had not seen since 1962. He happened to 
be passing through Pensford today so he and his wife called for tea. After 50 years we did not recognise 
other, but we soon exchanged memories and all the familiar characteristics of each of us were easily 
recalled. He lives near Nicola in Birmingham and having made contact we shall meet again. Is heaven 
to be like this? I have no idea, but I wonder if there is some meeting and recognition after many years of 
separation. We shall see.
7 March Business took us to Worcester by train today. I spent some time in the Cathedral whilst Carol 
spent some time in the city with the credit card. Woodbine Willy, The Revd Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy was  
from Worcester, and his memorial is in the cathedral. His day of remembrance in the church calendar is 
tomorrow. He was able to relate so well with the soldiers on the Front Line in World War 1 and his poems 
are still an inspiration, at least for, so you will often hear me quoting from them. Sadly he died, young in 
years, in 1929. I said a prayer of thanksgiving for him by his memorial plaque. He could communicate.
10 March Mothering Sunday, and the Morning Services at Publow and Chelwood were so encouraging. 
There was a very large congregation at 9.30am and everybody seemed to be fully involved. We had 
Choral Evensong with the Ammonites singers at Compton Dando in the evening. It is always a joy to hear 
them. Martin is planning our next Choral Evensong (in Publow) on 28 April with an augmented choir. See 
you there?
13 March A whiff of white smoke and there’s a new Pope. I am heartily thankful, not least because he is 
76 ! He obviously feels, as the Conclave of Cardinals do, that he still has something to give. I don’t envy 
him though, and I doubt whether now that he is in the Vatican he will be allowed to fry his own eggs and 
chips or use his bus pass, as he is reported to have done in Argentina.    



Coffee Morning & Market
P r o c e e d s  t o w a r d s  C h u r c h  F u n d s

 A d m i s s i o n  5 0 p  t o  i n c l u d e  c o f f e e  a n d  b i s c u i t

f o r  
P u b l o w  
C h u r c h

Saturday 6th Apri l  
Church Rooms, Pensford

10.00am – 11.30am

H o m e  B a k i n g
T r a i d c r a f t  S t a l l

P l a n t s

...raise funds to benefit projects within the communities of
Pensford, Publow and the Stanton’s

...regular social gatherings, have fun and WIN*!!

The Community Trust will promote regular fund raising and social events
and at its heart is the 100 Club.

It’s a monthly £20 subscription and a monthly draw for
3 prizes, with 1 annual prize. 

All draws are held in local pubs.

Just 100 people can make a big difference to a lot of people.

For more information call 
Phil Townshend on 07785 723797 or Sue Osbourne on  07989 977992 

What are you waiting for?
(*Up to £400 first prize per month)

Exclusive Community Trust 100 Club - Don’t delay, join us today!

 
01761 451 085 

email:help@chiropractical.co.uk 
Sian Davies Todd MSc DC  

www.chiropractical.co.uk 
Back pain? Neck pain? ….or any other joint - I can help  

Day, Evening & Saturday Clinics in Clutton & Stockwood 
GCC reg. since 2004, number 02127 BCA member 

There is much for the hall committee to be 
satisfied with during the last 12 months, 
with further improvements to the interior 
which include the replacement of the 
stage and hall curtains. The kitchen has 
a new water heater and sink taps, and 
all sinks now have running hot and cold 
water. As a further improvement to the 
kitchen’s facilities, the two old cookers 
have been replaced with a larger single 
cooker.
It would not have been possible to 
renew any of these essential items 
without money raised from fund raising 
events such as the “Salmon and 
Strawberry” lunch, the “Christmas Fair” 
the “Christmas cabaret dinner” and 
the social evening at Paul and Laura’s 
beautifully restored church home in 
Pensford. Our grateful thanks to all 
those people, too many to mention, who 
worked so hard in ensuring the success 
of these fund raising events.
We are also extremely grateful to 
“Chaos Productions” and “Publow 
Parish Council” for their generous  
financial  help in purchasing the new 
stage curtains and kitchen equipment.
Further planned improvements to the 
hall during the next 12 months include 
the repair of the rendering, followed by 
the complete repainting of the exterior. 
We are currently seeking quotations for 
this work. It is also our intention to repair 
the floor in the hall’s ladies toilet as soon 
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as possible.
On a positive note, following the recent 
service to the hall’s central heating 
boiler, the engineer gave the boiler a 
clean bill of health stating we certainly 
have no need to replace it in the near 
future. Apparently spares are still readily 
available.
Funding for improvements to the hall 
remain difficult to achieve but are 
absolutely essential. Ideas for further 
fund raising events would be very 
welcome with organisations using the 
hall for fund raising, perhaps sharing the 
proceeds with the hall committee in joint 
ventures.
This time last year I reported that Steve 
& Marie Rose had been engaged as our 
licensees for a six month trial period. I 
am delighted they are still with us and 
the general consensus of opinion is 
the bar could not be in safer or better 
hands
Gerald Tidcombe has continued to 
maintain the sports field to a very high 
standard, at very little cost to the hall 
committee. Our sincere thanks to him 
for all his hard work.
Finally I would like to thank all members 
of the committee, in particular Vice 
Chairman, Geoff  Beedell, Secretary, 
Sally Brain, Treasurer, Jane Stenner 
and Booking Clerk, Judie Smith, for all 
their hard work in ensuring the smooth 
running of the hall. TERRY PHILLIPS
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ALIDE HIRE SERVICES

Tool Hire - Diggers & dumpers - Toilet Hire

w w w . a l i d e h i r e . c o . u k

Wed 3 Pensford Local History Group Church Room 7.30pm
Thur 4 Pensford Evergreens Memorial Hall - The Scrap Man 7.00pm
Sat 6 Coffee Morning & Market Pensford Church Room 10.00 -11.30am 
Mon 8 Pensford WI Memorial Hall - Satiago to Rio 7.30pm
Thur 11 Mothers’ Union Pensford Church Room 2.15pm
  Pensford Evergreens Memorial Hall - Backwell Trio 7.00pm
Sat 13 Spring Clean at St Leonards 10.15am
mon 15 teatime madness pensford primary school 3.30 – 4.45pm
Tue 16 St. Mary’s & St. Leonard’s AGM Compton Dando 7.30pm
Thur 18 Mothers’ Union Cathedral Prayers 11.30am
  Pensford Evergreens Memorial Hall - Ali & Friends 7.00pm
Fri 19 Pensford Tennis Quiz Night Memorial Hall 7.30pm
Sun 21 Sung Eucharist followed by AGM, All Saints’ 9.30am
Thur 25 Pensford Evergreens Memorial Hall - Vince G 7.00pm
Sat 27 Chew Valley Choral Society St John’s Church, Keynsham
Sun 28 Pensford 10k and Fun Run
  Choral Evensong with Benefice Choir All Saints’ 6.00pm
M AY  
Sat 11 Coffee Morning, Plants & Sale 10.00am - Noon

Can you take on the mighty Peppershells?

www.pensford10k.com
Only 5 miles from Bristol!BARR Gold Standard Road Race
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Pensford 10k
Sunday 28th April 2013
10k at 1pm followed by 4k children’s fun run at 3pm

Closed-road race with free on-site parking
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Pensford Tennis Club
Fund Raising Event

Quiz Night
(MAXIMUM SIX PER TEAM)

£ 5  T i c k e t
includes a Ham or Cheese Ploughman’s supper

AND a bottle of champagne for one lucky number ticket

Friday 19th April at 7.30pm
Pensford Memorial Hall

Get your tickets from
Kathleen 490834 : Rae 490496

Sue 490867 and Alison 01275 832201


