
LEAVES FROM THE RECTOR’S DIARY
21 April If we are required by law (which we are) to have Annual General Meetings, 
then it seems sensible to hold them at a time when most people are likely to attend. 
So today, following the Eucharist in All Saints, we did just that, and it was all over 
in half an hour. Reports were printed, plenty of opportunity given for comment and 
questions, and all seemed satisfied (I hope). It was rather different at Compton 
Dando, for there we elected two new Church Wardens, Fiona Gregg- Smith and 
David Brunskill. They take over from Clive Howarth and Jenny Davis who have 
done such a magnificent job for us over the years. We thank them. Clive has 
recently been enthusiastically promoting a scheme whereby we re-order St Mary’s 
to make it more flexible for wider use. I cannot disagree with this intention, but it 
will take time, tact and much hard work to get a scheme approved. I tried to say 
this at the very well attended AGM. Over the coming months we may well be 
thinking, praying and planning about possibilities, but it is most important that we 
consult widely and take people with us. And I hope that people will tell me what 
they think.
24 April Spent a super afternoon in Pensford School where some of the children 
are learning about religion, signs and symbols in the area. Barbara Bowes 
furnished me with much useful information regarding the activities of Methodists, 
Salvationists, Christian Brethren and others who have had their part to play in the 
spiritual life of the community. Thus armed with information, I arrived at the school 
where the children had forestalled me by having 42 questions displayed on a 
screen for me to answer. I think that I batted quite well, and they are now to come 
to All Saints to look for signs and symbols in churchyard and church.
27 April Travelled to Norfolk to give the address at a Memorial Service for Brigadier 
Sir Jeffery Darell who has died. He was one of my churchwardens in the village 
when I was there 30 years ago. The great and the good packed the village church, 
and they seemed appreciative of what I had to say. Sir Jeff. of the Coldstream 
Guards, headed a small platoon, known as The Coats Mission, who were detailed 
to find a safe house for the King and Queen should Britain be invaded by the 
Germans in 1940. I felt quite young again, many of the folk who knew me all those 
years ago said, “Oh, you haven’t changed a bit!” That must be nonsense, because 
they certainly had changed, as walking sticks and zimmer frames confirmed. 
6 May The North Somerset Show at Wraxhall today was superb, the weather 
perfect. I was fascinated by the display of stone walling, none of which is seen in 
East Anglia. Left late afternoon for Norwich (the car knows the way now) hopefully 
for a final visit to the house now ready to sell.
9 May Ascension Day, and following an early Communion in Chelwood, went to 
St Michael- without- Waitrose in Bath for an Architect’s Day. I think that I was the 
sole cleric there, but I wanted to learn about the re-development and re-ordering of 
that city church, and to sample the chairs which have replaced the pews. Learned 
much, and was quite delighted by what I saw as possibilities had been grasped at 
the right time. It is certainly a living witness to the presence of Christ today.
10 May Attended a worship service today where the clergy have abandoned robes, 
a not uncommon feature these days.They say that wearing archaic dress does 
nothing to attract 21st century Christians, and I can see their point. But not for me, 
I fear: I will remain a back number. At least wearing robes detracts from the terrible 
habit, which I now see, of people leading prayers with their hands in their pockets. 
All of which, robes, lay-out and decoration of the church, seem to remind me of the 
need to create a sense of the numinous in worship. It is wonderful if, when people 
look in on an empty church ( at rest) or during worship, they feel inside what I call 
a “Wow” factor. “O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.” 
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From the Parish Registers of St Mary’s Compton Dando

From the Parish Registers of St Leonards Chelwood

From the Parish Registers of All Saints’ Publow

Holy Matrimony
19th April Jacqueline COX and Matthew BUTLER
Baptism
28th April Reid GRIFFITHS

“A story of hope and trust in the 
purposes of God” - Whatever else the 
life of a bishop is, it is rarely boring and 
that has been borne out by the variety of 
events that I have had the privilege to be 
part of over these past few days. 
Two of them involved being present at 
the opening of new school buildings in 
Yeovil and Highbridge. These are church 
schools in two of the more challenging 
communities in the Diocese. The 
schools were a joy to be at – they were 
communities where the Christian values 
of inclusiveness, care and well being 
were much in evidence. You could see 
very clearly that the potential of each 
and every child really mattered. 
I was also involved in leading two 
services of baptism and confirmation 
in different parts of the diocese with 
candidates ranging from early teens 
to early 80’s! Here were a group of 
people, each with a different story to 
tell, but all of them showing the energy 
and enthusiasm of those who know that 
however the journey unfolds, it is one 
that will be sustained and supported by 
a loving and faithful God.
The final event was a service of 
thanksgiving for the homecoming of 

40th Commando Royal Marines based 
in Taunton. This tour has seen the 
loss of one soldier, together with life 
changing injuries to others. The chaplain 
described it as a very tough tour but one 
in which they had sought to bring some 
semblance of peace and security to the 
Afghan people; he knew, however, that 
the task was not over.
All these events took place in the shadow 
of Ascension Day when the Christian 
church is reminded that although the 
physical presence of Jesus may have 
gone, the work of bringing all humanity 
into the fullness of God remains and 
our calling is to be part of that ongoing 
task; seeking to enable everyone to fulfil 
their potential; seeking to create within 
our churches, our communities and our 
world the things that make for peace, 
justice and well being.
Today and everyday we need to have 
the courage given us by God’s Spirit, 
to turn the page in our own journey, 
continue reading and let the next story 
begin, and let it be a story of hope and 
trust in the purposes of God so that we 
can be true and living witnesses to the 
good news of Jesus each and every 
day. Peter Taunton

The Parochial Church Council’s (PCC) 
Development Group is looking at ways 
to make the All Saints church building 
more welcoming, and to highlight the 
place of the church in the community. 
The church, which is normally kept 
locked except for services and special 
events, will be open during the day each 
weekend during June, July and August to 
allow people to look around the building. 
Whilst sensible precautions will be taken 
to protect valuables, a church locked for 
security reasons is also a church closed 
to its community. 
Perhaps you have only ever come to All 
Saints on special occasions, or maybe 
you have never been inside your parish 
church at all – if so, why not come along 
to have a look around the building one 
Saturday or Sunday between 10 am 
and 6 pm. It could be a chance for a 
few minutes of quiet or an opportunity to 
learn something more about the church 
in our community. Either way, you will be 
very welcome. 

In May the Trustees of Compton Dando 
Trust were delighted to award grants to 
three young people in Compton Dando, 
to support their further education or 
training courses.
Each of the three students – all young 
women  - received grants of £150, and 
their applications had shown how this 
grant would help with meeting their 
training costs.
The Trust will make similar grants 
of varying amounts every year, 
and young people aged 16 or over, 
resident in Compton Dando, who are 
engaged in further or higher education, 
apprenticeships or other formal training 
schemes are invited to apply. The next 
application date is March 2014, and 
the call for applications will be widely 
advertised at that time. 

Compton Dando Church Estate Trust
Awards for Young People

Somerset Chamber Choir’s annual 
Wells Cathedral concert takes place on 
Saturday 27 July at 7.00pm.
This year, the choir will perform Mozart’s 
Requiem & Ave verum corpus alongside 
beautiful and affecting works by James 
MacMillan, including his Seven Last 
Words from the Cross.
The choir will be joined once again by the 
superb professional orchestra Southern 

Somerset Chamber Choir: Mozart Requiem at Wells Cathedral
Sinfonia and four professional vocal 
soloists - Ruby Hughes (soprano), Helen 
Sherman (mezzo-soprano), Andrew 
Tortise (tenor) & Callum Thorpe (bass) 
- under conductor Graham Caldbeck 
in what promises to be a moving and 
unforgettable concert.
Tickets are available from Taunton 
TIC (01823 336344) or online at www.
somersetchamberchoir.org.uk

Interment of Ashes
6th April Peggy WITHERIDGE
Holy Matrimony
21ST April Mark HILLMAN and Hannah DAWBER

This event raised an amazing £685 
(and counting) despite being such a 
miserable day and with so many of our 
regulars away. A big Thank You to all 

Coffee Morning & Sale

Baptism
4th May  Samuel Andrew BARNES
Holy Matrimony
4th May  James Timothy MATTHEWS and Sacha Alana Rebecca CRABBE
11th May Douglas Robert McCULLOCH and Alexia Simone DREW
Funeral Service and Burial 
25th April Marion Hilda FLOWER 
Interment of Ashes
21st April Audrey Mary BABER

All Saints Church will be open for 
visitors during the day at weekends

who turned out to support, to the helpers 
and to those who gave donations.
Ann Sherborne & Don Weston, 
Churchwardens
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A carer can be anyone, 
of any age, who provides 
unpaid help to family or 
friends who would not be 

able to manage without their support. 
Carers are often lonely and isolated and 
can have given up an income, future 
employment prospects and pension 
rights to become a carer. Many can also 
suffer from poor health.
The Carers’ Centre Bath and North 
East Somerset is a charity offering 
help, advice, information and breaks 
away from caring for the area’s 20,000 
people who are carers. Many of these 

could be your parishioners, and we are 
hoping to establish links with you to 
help communicate to these carers that 
they can access a huge range of FREE 
services and support from the Carers’ 
Centre.
We would be very grateful if you would 
respond to this email with a name and 
email address and telephone number 
for the individual who co-ordinates 
your Parish Magazine or Newsletter. 
We shall then contact them to ask if we 
may submit regular articles that could 
be useful to parishioners who are also 
caring for a loved one.

Our Quiz Night on 19 April 
was a great success and 

our thanks to all who supported us.  This 
lively evening raised a whopping £550 
which is earmarked for resurfacing the 
courts - as they say ‘every little helps’!  
Special thanks go to The Travellers Rest 
at Pensford, Hunters Rest at Clutton 
Hill and The Strand at Chew Magna 
for donated some of our fabulous raffle 
prizes.
One of the perks of being a member 
of Pensford Tennis Club and the Lawn 
Tennis Association (the LTA bit is free) is 
that you qualify for entry into the Club’s 
Wimbledon ticket draw. The Club was 

allocated 5 pairs of tickets and the lucky 
winners were drawn out of a hat last 
month, so to be in with a chance next 
year join the Club!  Membership forms 
are available on our website.
Club play for adults is on Tuesday 
evenings 7.15pm - 9,15pm with the 
first hour devoted to coaching (£5 per 
person - non members also welcome) 
and Junior coaching from 4.15pm to 
7.15pm. Club play is also on Sunday 
mornings 11.00am 1.00pm. Courts can 
be hired during the day by non members 
for £5 per hour subject to availability. Our 
coach Peter Evans can be contacted on 
07580 004963 and for more details on 
coaching and about the Club in general 
please click onto
www.pensfordtennisclub.co.uk

PENSFORD 
TENNIS CLUB

Compton Dando Coffee Morning
Thursday 13th June : Saturday 13th July :Thursday 15th Aug

Come and join us for free coffee/tea and cakes
Bring your family and friends

A chance to meet up and spend some time getting to know each other 
      Contact: Alice 490600

10.30am - 12.30pm 
Coffee and Chat The Parish Hall 

Pensford Local
History Group

The Archdeaconry 
Representative for our 
Mothers’ Union area came 
to our meeting on 9th May.  

Her talk was entitled “Seeds to grow”.  
It fitted very appropriately with the aim 
of most branches of MU, encouraging 
new members to join to help make our 
movement grow. There are around 
60,000 worldwide members now.
We were shown a good film of some 
South African MU members with their 
children and of the women working in 
the fields of Mealie, which they grow 
in abundance and use a great deal in 
cooking. Happy smiling faces, brightly 

dressed and picnicking in glorious 
sunshine.
Several of us attended the funeral at 
Haycombe of our member Irene Parnell 
and her husband Peter. It was very sad 
indeed; we miss seeing both of them 
around the village, although we knew of 
their health problems this year.
Our best wishes go to Mervyn, our only 
male member, who has had a nasty 
accident with a mower. We hope to see 
him around again soon.
There will be no June meeting in the 
Church Room as we shall be having our 
summer outing that day. Come along 
and join us on 11th July. Mary THomas

For their May walk Pensford Local 
History Group had an unusual activity 
- they climbed 15 feet down a metal 
ladder to an under ground former 
Nuclear Observation Post. It is situated 
on the edge of the  Mendip Hills, above 
West Harptree, and was one of several 
hundred secret Posts throughout Britain, 
and until recently we were unaware of it. 
Former volunteer Observation Leader 
Mike Parfitt and a former colleague 
explained to us what the Post was for and 
how it operated, revealing a fascinating 
and unique chapter of our history. Our 
next walk is on Monday 3rd June, at 
Elm Farm in Burnett, where Philippa 
Paget will take us on a local and natural 
history walk. We meet at 7.00pm, stout 
footwear and binoculars may be useful. 
No charge. All welcome.

Claire Egghams from Brackenwood 
Garden Centre came to our May meeting 
armed with a wonderful assortment of 
plants.  She demonstrated the art and 
craft techniques necessary for creating 
imaginative and colourful hanging 
baskets and inspired us with her  
knowledge and enthusiasm.
Next month we have outings planned 
for members to Saltford Farm Barn and 
Malmesbury Abbey Gardens.  Do contact 
us via the website if you are interested in 
joining us and / or come along to the Old 
Schoolroom at 8.00pm on 11th July to 
hear Roy Cheek talk about ‘Irresistible 
Plants for Butterflies’.   
www.chewvalleygardeningsociety.org.uk

Chew Valley Gardening Society

The service provided by Keynsham Dial-
a-Ride to the Chew Stoke Surgery has 
been withdrawn, due to the poor usage. If 
you require transport to the Chew Stoke 
Surgery or any non emergency medical 
appointment. Please contact The Chew 
Valley Community Transport scheme, 
giving as much notice as possible. Call 
01275 333430.

Visits to Chew Stoke Doctors Surgery

APRIL
£10 - S &H.Groves : £8 - R&J. Ashman 

£5 - H. Young : £3.50 - A.Dagger
MAY

£10 - P. Jones : £8 - Annie Sherborne 
£5 - P. Harding : £3.50 - B. Parsons

CHELWOOD LUCKY DRAW



Arthritis Research UK is holding a Coffee 
Morning on Wednesday 17th July at The 
Croft in Ham Lane, Bishop Sutton. As in 
previous years, we’re hoping to arrange 
parking in the rear car park behind the 
Red Lion. Come and join us between 
10.30 and 12.30 - coffee and biscuits will 
be £1.00. There will be a raffle, Bring and 
Buy, cakes, and books for sale. Come 
and enjoy a sociable morning and help 
to raise funds for this worthwhile charity. 
See you there.

A meeting about Fracking in the Chew 
Valley area is organised for 10th June 
at 7.00pm in the Old School Room, 
Chew MagnaSpeakers will discuss the 
drilling methods, possible geological 
impacts of unconventional gas drilling 
and the effect on our community. They 
will also be available to answer any 
of your questions and concerns. The 
Chew Valley is in an area covered 
by the Petroleum Exploration and 
Development License, our Government 
has already sold licenses for exploratory 
drilling within the area.

Fracking in the Chew Valley
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Lunch at ÔThe GrangeÕ
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Registered Charity Number 1065797

Children free Ð bring a picnic

Please cut off reply slip and forward to the Hon Treasurer Jane Stenner, 119 
Hillcrest, Pensford, BS39 4AS [01761 490601]

Please send me ÉÉtickets for the lunch on Sunday 15th July 2012 at £15 each 
[consisting of £5 cost and £10 donation]  I enclose £ÉÉ. 

[The Gift Aid Scheme means that every donation given to the hall is 22% more 
valuable to the Charity at no extra cost to you.]

I confirm that I am a UK tax payer. Please tick É. To allow us to claim this 
important source of extra income.

       Name      ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ
       Address  ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ
                      ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ
                      ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ
                      ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ

Tickets are limited.
Please reply early to avoid disappointment.

Please make cheques payable to Pensford Memorial Hall.
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The Vestry Meeting and Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting was held at 
All Saints’ on Sunday, 21st April.  Andrew 
Hillman and Janet Smith were re-
elected Churchwardens for the coming 
year.  The Annual Report and Accounts 
were accepted.  These showed a small 
excess of income over expenditure, 
the first for some years, which was an 

ALL SAINTS’ PUBLOW ANNUAL MEETING

A good number of people attended the 
Market on 4th May, attracted by the 
range of colourful bedding plants on 
offer. The home baking stall did a steady 
trade and many looked and bought at 

All Saints’ Market Report for May

encouraging sign. Canon John spoke of 
the need to question why the church was 
here,  what it is for and where is it going. 
He reported that a Steering Committee 
had been set up to explore answers 
to the questions. He stressed that no 
decisions would be taken without full 
consultation with the Parochial Church 
Council and the wider congregation.

the jewellery stall provided by Anne 
Patch. An amazing £265.84 was raised.  
Many thanks to everyone involved. We 
look forward to seeing you again on 1st 
June.
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C o f f e e  M o r n i n g  &  M a r k e t
P r o c e e d s  t o w a r d s  C h u r c h  F u n d s

 A d m i s s i o n  5 0 p  t o  i n c l u d e  c o f f e e  a n d  b i s c u i t

f o r  
P u b l o w  
C h u r c h

Saturday 1st  June 
Church Rooms,  Pensford

10.00am – 11.30am

H o m e  B a k i n g
T r e a t s  w i t h  a  T w i s t

P l a n t s

The Chew Valley Ladies’ choir 
Summer concert

S u n d a y  2 3 r d  J u n e
U b l e y  V i l l a g e  H a l l

at 7.30pm  (doors open 7.00pm)

Tickets  £5.00 
(£3.00 concessions)

including wine and cake

Tickets available from the box 
office 07920875544

A collection will be made at the 
end of the concert for the charity

YOUNGMINDS
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A Summer’s Evening
with Better Than Chocolate
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Tool Hire - Diggers & dumpers - Toilet Hire
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Sat 1 Publow Church Market, Pensford Church  Room 10.00-11.30am
  WI AGM in Cardiff 
Sun 2 Holy Communion St Leonard’s 8.00am
  Sung Eucharist All Saints 9.30am
  Holy Communion St Mary’s 11.15am
  Tea at St Mary’s Compton Dando 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Mon 3 Pensford Local History Group Summer Walk 7.00pm 
Sun 9 Sung Eucharist All Saints 9.30am
  Matins St Leonard’s 11.15am
  Evensong St Mary’s 6.00pm
  Salmon & Strawberry Lunch Eleanor’s Cottage 12:00
  Teas in the Garden Mr & Mrs Heaford 2.00pm -5.00pm
  Tea at St Mary’s Compton Dando 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Mon 10 Teatime Madness, Pensford Primary School 3.30 – 4.45pm 
  Publow with Pensford PC Memorial Hall Pavillion room 7.15pm
  Fracking Information Meeting Old School Room 7.00pm
Tue 11 Chew Valley Gardening Society Old School Room 8.00pm
Thur 13 Compton Dando Coffee Morning 10.30am - 12.30pm
  Mothers’ Union Outing departs Pensford Church Room 2.00pm 
Sun 16 Benefice Eucharist All Saints 10.00am
  Tea at St Mary’s Compton Dando 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Sat 22  Bishop Peter’s Retirement Service & Party
  Wells Cathedral and Cathedral Green
Sun 23 Benefice Eucharist St Mary’s 10.00am
  Tower Tea Party Pensford
  Tea at St Mary’s Compton Dando 2.00pm - 5.00pm
  Bettter than Chocolate Concert. Ubley Village Hall 7.30pm
Sat 29 Chelwood Village Craft Fair
Sun 30 Benefice Eucharist All Saints 10.00am
  Chelwood Village Craft Fair
  Tea at St Mary’s Compton Dando 2.00pm - 5.00pm
JULY
Sat 6 Compton Dando Village Fete

Saturday 29th & Sunday 30th June
2.00pm  to  4.30pm

St Leonards Church and
Village Hall, Chelwood

    
Display of Handicrafts including

Knitting : Crochet : Tapestry
Felt-work : Embroidery & Hand Bags

   
Model Making : Ceramics : Jewellery

Paintings : Lampshades : Glass
   

Photography Exhibition
Sale of Photographs & Cards

Teas, Homemade Cakes & Ice-creams

£2.00 Entry 
Proceeds to St Leonard’s Church

Free Parking
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V i l l a g e  C r a f t  F a y r e

REMEMBER - Next Month is the double Summer addition, all info for 
July & August must be in by 16th June. Thank you


