
LEAVES FROM THE RECTOR’S DIARY
17  March Left immediately after the 9.30 Service to be in Richmond, Surrey for son-in-law Matthew’s 50th 
Birthday celebration. Almost made it in time, except we that we missed the Canapes. It did not matter because you 
need to eat a shovel full of them anyway to know that you have eaten. It was lovely being with all the family, and 
they began to drift off mid-afternoon to get back in time to prepare for school the next day. Carol and I then left, and 
called at St George’s Chapel, Windsor for Choral Evensong. We sat by Henry V111’s tomb for a very satisfying act 
of worship. Pangs of hunger took hold mid evening and we enjoyed a good, cheap meal in Marlborough. Family 
celebrations are wonderful, but usually they are arranged for Sundays, which is not always the easiest day for us. 
Why is it that I make Worship a priority?  Always have done.
24 March So many people in our villages have been through shadowed times recently, and I am involved with 
the pastoral care and then the funeral services of which there have been several. I regard it as a tremendous 
privilege to be involved, and feel the responsibility of trying to bring some comfort and Christian hope into what 
has happened. A great friend of ours in Suffolk is dying, and he is in contact day and night by telephone. We try to 
support and now the end has come. Only 50 years old. I have been asked by his elderly mother to say something 
at his funeral, but the local Rector is cutting up rough, so I bow out. Never use a funeral as the occasion for a 
quarrel with people who are mourning, but some clergy sadly, are so insensitive and insecure. Carol has agreed 
to deputise for me. This morning’s Palm Sunday Service was great; large numbers came. In the evening we went 
to St Michael and All Angels, Bedminster where Martin was accompanist and singing at a performance of Faure’s 
Requiem.
28 March Maundy Thursday, when the Church remembers the Last Supper that Jesus shared with his disciples. 
We re-enact that Meal each time we celebrate Holy Communion. He said : “This do in remembrance of me.” It 
is claimed that this is the only act of Christian worship commanded by Our Lord, and that is one reason why we 
have a Communion Service at least each Sunday. Maundy Thursday is so named because at that meal he said, “A 
new commandment (mandatum) I give to you; that you love one another.” This is the day when clergy traditionally 
renew their ordination vows, and receive the oils blessed by the Bishop in his cathedral. The oils are used at 
Baptisms, Confirmations, and acts of Christian healing. I missed the Wells Service because we were in Suffolk on 
Tuesday (It’s always on a Tuesday in Wells), so I gate-crashed Bristol Cathedral Service this morning, put on my 
robes and joined the procession. Nobody questioned my attendance, and it was lovely. The oils are now safely 
kept in Chelwood Church as usual.
31 March Easter Sunday; we missed an hour because of the clock change, but it made no difference to the large 
congregations at Publow and Compton Dando where we rejoiced in the presence of the Risen  Christ. All was just 
as it should be: flowers beautiful, people happy, (wind very bitter) : it was great to be with you all.
3 April Grandchildren with us all week. We did not venture far as the temperature outside was not all that inviting. 
I do not say that it was bad weather, because weather is weather, neither good, bad or indifferent.  For that reason 
I have never used the prayer for good weather the Book of Common Prayer.  Just what would we be asking God 
to do? Change the climate or make the sun shine for those who want to sun-bathe and rain for the farmer who 
wants to irrigate his crops. Let  us pray that we may cope with whatever the weather brings, and that makes me 
very aware of the people who suffer from flooding or drought.
14 April Back to Essex to the village where I was brought up, and where I first attended church, and was 
subsequently confirmed. I presided and preached at High Easter, where I began my Ministry 50 years ago. I was 
made very welcome, and cracked the joke about the Vicar who returned to his former parish on the Isle of Wight, 
and began his sermon : “How lovely to see all these old Cowes faces once again”. Some of my family, including 
my sister, went to the pub where we were born and had grown up, for a Sunday lunch. I showed Matthew and 
Gabriel the village school (now closed) I attended. Surprisingly I could remember, and name all the people who 
lived in the houses in the village street.  Sadly. As a teenager I fell out with the Church of England when people 
left because the Vicar reduced the Sunday service to one a week. They now have one service every six weeks, 
and the new Rector is half time and has six parishes to care for. The chapel I served has gone. But in High Easter 
(and Good Easter), two of my parishes in the 1960’s, there was Resurrection hope. The Easters are aptly named.  
A neighbouring parish goes by the name of Shellow Bowells. Work that one out.

The Chew Valley Branch of Arthritis 
Research UK held two events in March. 
Three were actually planned as there 
was to have been a collection at a 
football match in Bishop Sutton on 
Saturday 23 March.  Unfortunately the 
weather decided otherwise, and this did 
not take place as the ground was unfit 
for play.
However on 8 March there was a quiz 
at Cameley Lodge. As usual this proved 
to be very popular, and fifteen teams 
battled it out, with George’s Boys holding 
off the opposition and emerging the 
winners. There was an excellent buffet 
supper which was some consolation to 
the other teams.  Thanks go to Cameley 
Lodge for hosting this event and to 
Catherine and Chris, Peter Handley’s 
daughter and son-in-law for organizing 
the quiz itself. A total of £386 was raised 
for ARUK.
On 15, 16 and 17 March there was a 
secondhand book sale at New Manor 
Farm when the elements threw rain, 
hail, wind and even a bit of sunshine on 

the event. It did not stop the customers 
arriving though, and £416 was raised. 
Everyone who came seemed to enjoy 
hunting for their favourite authors as 
well as catching up with friends and 
neighbours. The committee’s thanks 
go to New Manor Farm for hosting 
this event and to Lynda Tibbs and her 
staff for their friendly welcome. The 
book sale, which has grown over the 
years, would not take place without the 
donations from so many people, as well 
as the many customers who come to 
buy. Equally, thanks go to Ian Harvey 
for loading his van so efficiently with the 
invaluable help of Tim Gracey, Norman 
Henderson and Alan Morris. Shirley 
Crawford continues to check the jigsaw 
puzzles and a couple of other checkers 
have now been recruited, as this time in 
particular, Shirley could not keep up with 
demand. A reminder that the Midsomer 
Norton and Radstock Silver Band will 
be entertaining us in Bishop Sutton Hall 
at 7.30 pm on Saturday 11 May. Tickets 
cannot be bought on the door, so buy 
yours beforehand. They can be obtained 
from Jean on 01275 332686 or Cynthia 
on 01275 333019.

I would very much like to thank 
all who supported the Coffee 
Morning we held in March in aid 
of The Eve Appeal for Ovarian 
Cancer Research. We had a 
very successful morning selling 
delightful cakes donated by 
friends and family, and some 

superb draw prizes, not forgetting Guess 
the name of the Teddy and Guess how 
many sweets in the jar. We raised the 
fantastic amount of £565.00 for this 
very worthy cause. I would particularly 
like to thank my family for their help in 
organising and running the event, Terry 
and Yvonne Phillips for their generous 
support, and all the kind companies who 
donated so many generous prizes. My 
sincere thanks to you all. June Wilcock

Keynsham dial-a-ride run a service to the 
surgery every Tuesday. The bus picks up 
in the Pensford area from 9.45am. For a 
10.15 to 10.45am appointments. There 
is no need to make an appointment with 
the surgery, just ring Keynsham dial-a-
ride 01225 395321 24 hours before and 
book a seat, also tell them if you want to 
see a doctor or a nurse. They will contact 
the surgery and advise them you will 
be coming. Few people are using the 
service and it needs to be fully used or 
it will become unviable and is likely to 
be withdrawn. Ken Webb. Village Agent 
West of England Rural Network

Tel: 07919006708/01275 333700

VISITS TO CHEW STOKE
DOCTORS SURGERY
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“Being bishop in Somerset 
has been the greatest 
privilege of my life”
The house isn’t quite filled 
with boxes, nor the removal 
van ordered, but there is a 
sense of departure coming 

over us as I write this last magazine 
article during my time as Bishop of Bath 
and Wells. Being bishop in Somerset 
has been the greatest privilege of my 
life. I have enjoyed the wide and varied 
visits to communities, churches and 
institutions, where so many people are 
changing lives for good. 
When I am asked what the high points 
have been, there are so many it is almost 
invidious to compare. However, I think 
the early Changing Lives roadshows 
when over 6,000 people came out over 
19 nights was encouraging and, I hope, 
inspiring. In 2009 the walk around the 
diocese – ‘Peter’s Progress’ – was a 
delight; meeting folk in their work and 
play in places as varied as a children’s 
hospice, Avonmouth Docks, the farms 

Holy Matrimony
6th April Steven George LAWRENCE and Beth Louise HARRISON
Funeral Service and Burial in Pensford Churchyard
19th March Gwendoline Mabel SAMPSON 
Interment of Ashes
27th March Stephanie Maria Isabel MORENO

People who are much poorer than we 
are all over the world would be grateful 
if you could find it in your heart to put 
something in the Christian Aid envelope. 
It doesn’t matter how little this may be. 
When enough people give, even small 
copper coins add up to something 
significant.
If you are thankful for clean water to 
drink, food on your plate  when you are 
hungry, a shelter over your head to keep 
you safe, then please consider giving 

Christian Aid Week MAY 12th -18th
something to help those who have none 
of these things.
It is thought that Earth is sufficient for 
our need but not for our greed.
Let’s show what it means to have 
enough.
The person who delivers your Parish 
Magazine may call to collect the 
envelope during Christian Aid Week, 
but if they don’t you may leave it with 
Maureen Ford in Pensford, Jackie Young 
in Chelwood or at your nearest Church.

Catherine, David and Dom would like 
to thank everyone for the extraordinary 
love and support we have received over 
the last few difficult weeks.  We have 
had so many visits, cards, flowers, and 
food of all kinds.  We were overwhelmed 
by the number of people who attended 
the funeral, which was an enormous 
support to us and a tribute to the number 
of lives Steph had touched. We are also 
aware of help behind the scenes, those 
who quietly took on responsibilities to 
make our lives easier, or who helped in a 
variety of ways on the day of Stephanie’s 
funeral. Our heartfelt thanks go to you 
all.
Young Minds: More than £1,800 was 
raised in memory of Stephanie. 

Stephanie Moreno
AN INVITATION TO BISHOP PETER’S 
RETIREMENT SERVICE AND PARTY
Saturday 22 June 2013
Wells Cathedral and Cathedral Green
Parishioners across the Diocese of Bath 
& Wells are invited to a farewell service 
for the Rt Revd Peter Price, Bishop of 
Bath & Wells who retires at the end of 
June. 
The service in Wells Cathedral will start 
at 2pm and will be open to all as an 
opportunity to express our thanks and 
say our farewells. It is very likely that 
the Cathedral will be full for the service 
and we may even need to spill out onto 
Cathedral Green.
Bring a picnic and join us after the 
service for a party on Cathedral Green. 

Farewell to Bishop Peter Price

of Exmoor, military bases, schools, a 
travellers’ camp, and even going down 
Swildons Pot – a cave on the Mendips.
But mostly it has been in the ‘well come’ 
that I have received in each of the many 
parishes that I have visited, often with 
Bishop Peter of Taunton on our Deanery 
Visits. Working with Archdeacons and 
the staff team too has been a joy and a 
delight. So thank you.
Now it is time to say ‘fare well’. When 
we bid someone ‘well come’, we hope 
they will bring us health and wholeness 
– what the bible calls salvation. I hope 
that in the various ‘well comes’ that we 
have experienced, something of that 
wholeness and healing Christ wants 
us to experience has been found. Now 
in saying ‘fare well’ the emphasis is on 
wishing the wholeness and healing will 
continue to enable each and every one 
of us to fare well – continuing in the love 
and hope of God, and our neighbour. 
So thank you for the ‘well come’ – and 
now I bid you ‘fare well’ God be with you. 
Good bye. Peter Bath and Wells 

 A large builders bag of asbestos was 
dumped recently in the village War 
Memorial.......
We hope that those responsible are 
ashamed. Jenny Gully & Jane Flower

ASBESTOS IN WAR MEMORIAL

Now that the weather 
is behaving like Spring, 

volunteers have rallied round and given 
the courts a bit of a spring clean - hedges 
cut, weeds tamed, litter collected and 
the surfaces swept all in readiness to 
greet members and entice new blood 
into joining the Club. Even if you have 
never played tennis before please come 
along to our adult coaching sessions 
on a Tuesday nights 7:15pm - 8:15pm 
and find out if this is the sport you have 
always wanted to take up.  Speak to our 
coach Peter Evans either on the night 
or ring him on 07580 004963 or look on 
our website if you would like to speak to 
someone on the committee.
In spite of being annihilated in the Mixed 
Winter League this has not deterred 

members putting their name forward to 
play in the LTA Summer League where 
hopefully success awaits them!  Club 
play for adults is on Tuesday evenings 
7:15pm - 9:15pm with the first hour 
devoted to coaching (£5.00 per person 
and non-members can also join in the 
coaching session). Junior coaching 
starts earlier finishing at 7:15pm.  
Courts can be hired during the day by 
non members for £5 per hour subject 
to availability. www.pensfordtennisclub.
co.uk.
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Chew Valley U3A has a monthly meeting 
on the third Monday of the month at Ubley 
village hall. Meetings start at 10:00am 
with refreshments and an opportunity 
to chat to friends and make new ones. 
Notices are given out at 10.30 and the 
speaker begins his or her talk at about 
10.45. The meeting in May will be the 
Annual General Meeting, to be held on 
the 20th. It is hoped that the AGM will 
be followed by an opportunity to meet 
representatives of the interest groups 
which we run. There will not be another 
monthly meeting until August 19th when 
Kevin Escott, of Avon Fire and Rescue, 

will speak about the role that organisation 
plays in Rescuing Animals.  On Monday 
16th September Jonathan Weekes will 
be giving Part 2 of his brilliant, vibrant 
lecture on Medieval Music.
 Although there are no monthly 
meetings during June and July many 
of the interest groups continue to meet 
during the summer and trips to places of 
interest, or for interesting experiences, 
usually continue during the summer 
months. Contact the Secretary, Christine 
Evans on 01934 832841 or visit our 
website, chewvalleyu3a.org.uk for more 
information.  Visit the national website 
www.u3a.org.uk for more information on 
u3a nationally.

Our speaker for the April 
meeting was Robert Cutts, 
who gave an illustrated talk 

called Santiago to Rio. He explained the 
history of the countries of Chile and Brazil. 
He told many stories of the Presidents of 
Chile from the last few centuries and up 
to the present day – a lot of poverty and 
unrest had occurred during these times.  
He himself had taken the journey from 
Santiago through to Rio.  Pictures of the 
Andes were inspiring. There were many 
statues along the way and especially 
the Statue of Christ on the Hill in Rio.  
This was a very interesting talk.
We welcomed Linda back from her 

Pensford with 
Publow W.I

recent illness. The usual business and 
Avon News were discussed.  A report 
was given by Sylvia, who had attended 
the Spring Council Meeting in Weston-
super-Mare.  The Kurling Team was 
thanked for its participation in this 
annual activity. Unfortunately they did 
not reach the finals this time, though a 
good fun evening had been enjoyed.  
Ena gave details of the arrangements 
for the Group Meeting which will take 
place in October.  
The competition this month was for a 
“fascinator”. This was won by Janet 
Dando, 2nd Maureen Ford and joint 3rd 
Linda Quinn and Sylvia Baber.
At our next meeting on 13th May there 
will be a Silent Auction and Beetle Drive. 
Visitors always welcome.

All Saints’ Market Report
At the Market on 6th April an early rush 
of customers for Traidcraft goods and 
home baking enabled the sum of £183.49 
to be donated to All Saints’ Church 
General Fund. Thanks to everyone who 
attended and contributed.
On 4th May there will be jewellery by 
Anne Patch in addition to the regular 
home baking stall.
We look forward to seeing you there

The speaker at our meeting 
on 11th April gave us a most 
interesting afternoon.
Harriet Dotteridge from 

Compton Dando very kindly came at 
quite short notice with her spinning 
wheel and assortment of wools.
She told us of the many processes the 
fleeces of sheep and llamas are put 
through before becoming an actual 
ball of knitting wool: several washes, 
winding, spinning, sorting, dyeing etc. 
She demonstrated spinning and passed 
around many samples of the various 
wools. It was quite an eye-opener for 
us. Our thanks for such an entertaining 
afternoon and we were impressed by 
the warm and cosy garments she had 
made and was wearing.
Come along and join us at our meeting 
on 9th May in the Church Room.
Mary Thomas

The Woodland Trust 
is looking for a small 

band of dedicated volunteers to help 
with some improvements at Culvery 
Wood, Pensford. This is a little gem 
of a woodland hidden away along the 
footpath under the viaduct that was 
planted for the millennium and is now well 
established. Some practical tasks will 
be held, with work suitable for any level 
of fitness with no previous experience 
necessary just a desire to help out over 
the coming months. The work will aim 
to benefit wildlife and public access. If 
you are interested please contact Jon 
Burgess, Site Manager on jonathanb
urgess@woodlandtrust.org.uk or ring 
08452 935754 

CULVERY WOOD Chris Hawkings, a Trustee of Friends of 
Somerset Churches and Chapels, came 
and spoke to Pensford Local History 
Group, explaining how the Friends try 
and keep Somerset churches alive. 
They are a small charity, dependent on 
fundraising and donations, who’s aims 
are to help churches to stay relevant 
and useful in their communities, with 
schemes to provide better facilities or 
help with major re-ordering of interiors 
and extensions. Chris also showed 
us a few local examples of work they 
have contributed towards, at St Mary 
Magdalene in Chewton Mendip and St 
Cuthbert’s in Wells.
In May we have the first of our summer 
walks. On Wednesday 8th May we will 
visit Harptree nuclear bunker, lead by 
former Leading Observer Mike Parfitt. 
We will meet near Harptree Hill Farm at 
7pm. Stout footwear advisable. Charge 
£2.50. Visitors welcome.

Pensford Local
History Group

The total of this year’s box opening has 
amounted to just over £700. This is a very 
encouraging total as three box holders, 
who in the past have contributed hugely, 
are no longer able to help.  If there is 
anyone else who would like to join the 
group of 33 box holders, then please 
do contact me.  Recently the Area 
Organiser for the Children’s Society in 
the South West told me we are one of 
the most successful groups in terms of 
the amount we raise.  It would be good 
to keep it that way.  Grateful thanks to 
everyone who has contributed.
Judith Hillman, Hon. Local Secretary, 
01761 490324 

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY

D a t e  f o r  y o u r  D i a r y
Tea Party at St Thomas a Becket, 
Pensford. Sunday 23rd June, Look 
forward to seeing you all there. 



 
01761 451 085 

email:help@chiropractical.co.uk 
Sian Davies Todd MSc DC  

www.chiropractical.co.uk 
Back pain? Neck pain? ….or any other joint - I can help  

Day, Evening & Saturday Clinics in Clutton & Stockwood 
GCC reg. since 2004, number 02127 BCA member 

With Spring still around the corner why 
not start thinking ahead to Summer 
and celebrate the warmer weather by 
organising a Blooming Great Tea Party 
with friends and family in aid of Marie 
Curie Cancer Care. 
This year we need your help to make 
the Blooming Great Tea Party bigger 
and better in Bristol! Get together with 
family and friends at home, or get your 
colleagues involved and tuck into your 
favourite slice of cake and raise the 

Care for a cuppa? 
much needed funds for Marie Curie 
Nurses in Bristol. From a tea party fit 
for a queen to a competition bake sale 
at work it doesn’t matter how you get 
involved, just eat cake!
You can hold your tea party at any point 
in June or July. 
Register today and receive your free 
fundraising pack complete with balloons 
and invitations and get planning! 
Visit  www.mariecurie.org.uk/teaparty or 
call 0845 052 4184 to register. 

By kind permission of Mr & Mrs J A Heaford
in aid of All Saints’ Church, Publow

S u n d a y  9 t h  J u n e ,  2 . 0 0  -  5 . 0 0 p m
B e l l e v u e ,  P u b l o w  L a n e ,  P e n s f o r d

( o p p o s i t e  A l l  S a i n t s ’  C h u r c h )

Cream Teas : Cakes : Ice Creams : Ivy Cottage Nursery
White Elephant : Hamper Raffle & Tombola : Phoenix Cards

The Church will be open for Tower Tours
and Entertainment at 3.00pm by

The Ammonites Choir

Garden Entrance £3.50 per adult
Children under 14 free

Publow Church
Teas in the Garden COMPTON

DANDO
PLANT
SALE

Compton Dando
Hall on

Saturday

25th May 2013,

10.30am-12.30pm.
Vegetable, perennial,
annual, wild flower,
and indoor plants!

Refreshments
available

All profits go to the Parish Hall funds.

Hall
Management
Committee
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tower
tea

party
st thomas
a becket
pensford
sunday

 23rd june          

Coffee  Morning  & Market
P r o c e e d s  t o w a r d s  C h u r c h  F u n d s

 A d m i s s i o n  5 0 p  t o  i n c l u d e  c o f f e e  a n d  b i s c u i t

f o r  
P u b l o w  
C h u r c h

Saturday 4th May 
Church Rooms, Pensford

10.00am – 11.30am

H o m e  B a k i n g
Jewellery by Anne Patch

P l a n t s

Sunday 9th June
12:00

Eleanor’s Cottage, Compton Dando

Tickets £10

From Lorna and Clive
01761 490644

clivehowarth@gmail.com

All proceeds in aid of St Mary’s Compton Dando
Why not make up a table of 6 or 8

Salmon and Strawberry Lunch



M a y  2 0 1 3

0 1 2 2 5  3 3 1 6 6 9
ALIDE HIRE SERVICES

Tool Hire - Diggers & dumpers - Toilet Hire

w w w . a l i d e h i r e . c o . u k

Sat 4 Coffee Morning & Market Pensford Church Room 10.00-11.30am
Sun 5 Rogation Service St. Mary’s 11.15am 
  Chelwood 8.00am : Publow 9.30am : Compton Dando 11.15am
Wed 8 Pensford Local History Group Summer Walk Harptree Hill Farm 7.00pm
Thur 9 Ascension Day Communion 9am St. Leonard’s10.30am
  St. Mary’s
  Mothers’ Union, Pensford Church Room 2.15pm
  Pensford Evergreens Memorial Hall - Adrian Jay 7.00pm
Sat 11 Chelwood Coffee Morning, Plants & Sale 10.00am - Noon
Mon 13 Teatime Madness, Pensford Primary School, 3.30 – 4.45pm
  Pensford WI Bettle Drive Resolutions & Silent Auction 7.30pm
  Publow with Pensford PC Meet Memorial HallPavillion room 7.15pm
Wed 15 All Saints’ Church Spring Clean 9.30am – 12noon 
Thur 16 Pensford Evergreens Memorial Hall - Hoizon Folk Group 7.00pm
Sun 19 Pentecost. Festival Eucharist 9.30am All Saints’
  8.00am St. Leonard’s;  11.15am St. Mary’s 
Mon 20 Chew Valley U3A AGM Ubley Village Hall 10.00am
Tue 21 Chew Magna Deanery Synod  Felton 7.30pm
  Compton Dando Parish Hall Committee AGM Parish Hall. 7.30pm
Wed 22 Benefice Council Meeting Pensford Church Room 7.30pm 
Thur 23 Pensford Evergreens Memorial Hall - Classic FJ Duo 7.00pm
Sat 25 Plant Sale Compon Dando Parish Hall 10.30am - 12.30pm
  Benefice BBQ The Rectory Pensford 12.30pm
Thur 30 Pensford Evergreens Memorial Hall - Barket Rye 7.00pm
J U N E
Sat 1 WI AGM in Cardiff 
Sun 9 Teas in the Garden Mr & Mrs Heaford 2.00pm -5.00pm
  Salmon & Strawberry Lunch Eleanor’s Cottage 12:00
Sat 22  Bishop Peter’s Retirement Service & Party
  Wells Cathedral and Cathedral Green
Sun 23 Tower Tea Party Pensford
Sat 29 Chelwood Village Craft Fair
Sun 30 Chelwood Village Craft Fair

Saturday 11th May
10.00am to 12 noon

Venue as last year at  
Lodge Farm, Chelwood

By kind invitation of
Mrs E Jones and family

Bedding Plants : Geraniums, 
Perennials : Hanging Baskets

Cake Stall : Jewellery
Handmade Gifts & Nearly New
Books : Toys & Jigsaws : Raffle

50p Entry includes
Tea or Coffee

Proceeds to
St Leonards Church
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