
LEAVES FROM THE RECTOR’S DIARY
25 August In St Bartholomew’s Corton, Suffolk for my Anniversary Service 
celebrating 50 years of Ministry. Corton was my first Church of England Parish 
(with neighbouring Hopton on Sea, the home of Potter’s Bowls). I was ordained 
priest in the C/E exactly 20 years ago today. The hospitable Rector at Corton 
now handed everything over to me, and we had a full church and worship with all 
the works: bells. Startling vestments, incense- and cake afterwards. Today also 
happened to have been my Golden Wedding Anniversary had Margaret lived, so 
Carol and I decided to go to the Norfolk church where I had married, expecting a 
nice Evensong. Sadly, no. A modern form of Bible bashing entertainment purporting 
to be worship was not what I wanted. Twenty minutes of singing inane words to 
rubbish music from large screens displayed before us got me praying for the time 
to end. Sorry. But there were well over 250 people there; the Vicar and Curates 
and team had certainly got a live church, and it was obviously popular. I doubt if 
Evensong would have drawn such a crowd. It appeals obviously, and I am glad of 
that, for it is that type of churchmanship that is so often “successful”
26 August Having visited a long standing friend in Hunstanton, we made a leisurely 
tour across North Norfolk. Feeling in need of a cup of tea we called at the shrine 
of Our Lady of Walsingham where they have a good refectory. I had forgotten that 
being Bank Holiday it was one of their pilgrimage days, and priests dressed in 
all variety of ecclesiastical millinery were floating around the place. I knew some 
of them, and so acquaintances were renewed. It had been worship in a different 
class from last night’s offering, I guess, but again, not quite my style. Aren’t I 
hard to please? Let nobody say that the Christian Faith is dying in this country. 
Walsingham draws the crowds and blessings are received. I like it.
29 August To see Voltaire’s “Candide” in modern form at Stratford this evening. 
I studied the book for A level French. Tonight’s production was well off the wall, 
depicting modern reproductions of the theme that “All is for the best in this the 
best of all possible worlds.” The naïve Candid hero of the play encounters  storm, 
shipwreck, the Lisbon earthquake, rape, warfare, murder and massacre, and still 
Candide remains the optimist: “all is for the best.” The satire does not specifically 
mention religion except as a negative aside, but I am tempted to think of Job and 
his struggles with life’s cruel blows and disasters and yet remains faithful.
1 September The Benefice certainly turned up trumps today, and helped me to 
celebrate my Anniversary in a wonderful way. The Bishop of Norwich was, I know, 
just delighted to be the Benefice, and I want to offer a deeply heartfelt “thank 
you” to the folk here, and to God who has sustained me through 50 delightful and 
creative years of Ministry.
8 September The celebrations end today as I return to Bungay URC/Methodist 
Church in Suffolk where I spent 22 most fulfilling years. Too long in one place, I now 
know, but as I met people I remembered most of them by name, and importantly, 
their histories. Priests are especially privileged in being invited to share in others’ 
joys and sorrows, and most of it is confidential. Only the public image is seen by 
others; the praying and sharing; the caring and forgiving and all that goes under 
the name of “pastoral care” goes with me to my grave.
14 September Ploughing Match at Stanton Drew took me back to my childhood 
when I was on the farm next door with Sid Dunmow, ploughing with two Percheron 
horses. I was 8 years old. “Here boy, take this stick up to the headland the other 
side of this field, stick it in the ground and come back to me.”That done, I ran 
back, and Sid lifted me on to one of the horses and he made for my stick, drawing 
a perfectly straight furrow. And Jesus said, “No one having put his hand to the 
plough and looking back is fit for the kingdom of God.” That was the text I chose 
for the past few weeks’ sermons; it summed up for me my Ministry.

CHELWOOD HARVEST FESTIVAL
St Leonard’s Chelwood 11: 15 am

Sunday 13th October 

CHELWOOD HARVEST LUNCH 
Chelwood Village Hall 12:30 pm 
Tickets £5 adults  £2 children

The Church will be open on
Saturday 12th October

for harvest gifts which this year will be donated
to Wells Food Bank as last year

and any vegetables will be used to provide a
soup lunch in the hall on 16th October

through CURO who have regular
coffee mornings/soup lunches throughout

the Chew Valley – more details later

Contact  Don Weston 490 245 & Ann Sherborne 490 586

 The annual Harvet Festival
will commence with a Harvest Service11.15am

followed by Harvest Lunch in the
Village Hall and an Auction of Produce

All welcome!
    Tickest £7 for adults, £3 children
from Fiona 490323 & David 490449

St Mary’s Harvest Festival
Sunday 6th October



From the Parish Registers of All Saints’ Publow

The Community Trust was established 
in 2013. The aim of the Trust is to 
provide money for good causes in the 
parishes of Publow with Pensford and 
Stanton Drew. The Trust has a steering 
committee, 5 separate Trustees, a bank 
account and, in due course, will be 
seeking charitable status.
Who decides which causes get what 
money?
The Community Trust trustees decide 
which causes to fund. The 5 trustees are 
the Chairs of the two Parish Councils, 
who at present are Tony Heaford for 
Publow with Pensford and Judith Chubb-
Whittle for Stanton Drew, there are two 
community representatives, Ken Payne 
on behalf of Stanton Drew Parish and 
Andrew Hillman on behalf of Publow 
with Pensford. Also sitting as a trustee 
is Susan Osborne who is a member of 
SWAG. 
Why have a member of SWAG on the 
trustees?
Stanton Wick Action Group was formed 
by a group of individuals to protest 
against the deeply flawed BANES’ DPD 
proposal for a Gypsy & Traveller site at 
the Old Colliery Yard. Over the nearly 
17 months of successful campaigning 
and fundraising the group felt that they 
wanted to harness the community spirit 
that had been created and raise money 
for projects that would really benefit the 
communities of the two parishes and so 
the idea of The Community Trust was 
born. 

The Publow with Pensford and the Stantons 
Community Trust (PPSCT)

As it was the group’s idea, it seems right 
that one of this energetic group should 
be on the team initially to get things 
started.
Where does the money come from?
The money comes from local 
fundraising events and from the 100 
Club subscriptions.
What sort of causes are the trustees 
likely to consider as good causes?
The emphasis will be on community 
projects rather than funding individual’s 
projects. The projects chosen may not 
benefit every sector of the community 
at any one time but over the course of 
time the trustees will aim for a balance 
to provide benefit for the communities 
as a whole.
How can the community help?
That’s where you the community come 
in because not only can you join in and 
have fun at fundraising events or join 
the 100 Club but you can tell us about 
causes that you would like the Trustees 
to consider.
When do the Community Trustees plan 
to hold their first meeting to discuss 
good causes?
The trustees hope that by early 2014 
there will be funds available to allocate 
to projects so they need to hear from 
you in the next few months.
How can you get in contact with us?
Contact your Parish Clerk (Julie Bragg 
for Publow with Pensford and John 
Harvey for Stanton Drew).  Contact 
details are in  your Parish magazine.

Holy Matrimony
24th August Thomas John JAMES and Elin Magdalena NORLANDER
14th Sept Jack Michael CUMMINS and Jasmin Laurie DAWE
Interment of Ashes
23rd Aug Betty Eileen STRATTON

Members were welcomed 
back after the summer 
break.  Minutes of the June 

and July meetings were read. In June 
we visited the Transom House garden 
in Norton Lane, Whitchurch, where we 
had an interesting walk around this very 
country-cottage style garden. Afterwards 
we were treated to home- made biscuits 
and beverages and were able to buy 
very reasonably priced plants. For our 
July meeting we welcomed Mr Alan 
Jeffery, the owner of the Farrington 
Farm Shop, who told us about his life 
and the ideas behind this project.  He 
said how he appreciated the W.I. on their 
many campaigns in helping farmers.  He 

Pensford with 
Publow W.I

Compton Dando Coffee MorningTuesday 15th Oct & Saturday 16th November
Come and join us for free coffee/tea and cakes

Bring your family and friends
A chance to meet up and spend some time getting to know each other 

      Contact: Alice 490600

10.30am - 12.30pm 
Coffee and Chat The Parish Hall 

The September market was very well 
supported and the home baking stall 
well stocked with sweet and savoury 
goodies, jams and pickles as well as 
some home produce. There was a book 

All Saints’ Market Report stall and also Vivienne’s ever popular 
Phoenix Cards. The morning raised 
£262.05 for Publow Church General 
Fund. Thanks to all those who came 
along and also to all the workers behind 
the scenes. Next month the market will 
be held on Saturday 5th October.
Please come along and join us.

brought us freshly dug potatoes to take 
home and cakes to accompany our tea.
We started the September meeting with 
routine business, which included names 
for the Federation Carol Service (yes, it 
is that time of year again). Sheila was 
thanked for the display she mounted 
depicting the work of the W.I. at the 
Glimpses of Pensford event held in All 
Saints’ Church Publow.
Our speaker was Mr Bernard Trapp who 
gave a talk, with video presentation, 
on his trip to Morocco. This was very 
interesting and showed the way these 
people lived and worked.  
In October there will be a talk and 
demonstration entitled ‘Decorating with 
Material’. We are always looking for new 
members, so why not come along and 
try us out.
Visitors always welcome.  



We were delighted to welcome some 
new members at our September meeting 
and we all enjoyed hearing, and seeing, 
some fascinating information about the 
extraordinary history of Hestercombe 
House and Gardens from Dave Usher, 
who was head gardener there for many 
years. He inspired us all to arrange a 
visit before too long.
We meet again  on October 10th when 
we will hear ‘The Story of Kilver Court’ 
from Monty Saul. Our competition next 
month will be A Dish of Garden Fruits.  
Do join us in The Old Schoolroom, 
Chew Magna at 8.00pm – we are always 
pleased to see visitors.
www.chewvalleygardeningsociety.org.uk

Chew Valley Gardening Society

All Saints’ Church, Publow
Sunday, 20th October

9.30am
followed by  Harvest Lunch

in the Memorial Hall
12.45pm

Tickets £7.50 adults, children under 14 free
available from

Janet Smith 490584   Gillian Wookey 490336
Judith Hillman 490324   Janet Ogilvie 490020 

HARVEST FESTIVAL Chew Valley U3A has a monthly meeting 
on the third Monday of the month at 
Ubley village hall.  The meeting begins 
at 10.00am with refreshments. Notices 
are given out at 10.30 and the speaker 
begins his or her talk no later than 
10.40am. At the meeting on October 
21st Professor R. Hutton will give a 
talk about “Modern Paganism”. On 
November 18th Roger Barrett will speak 
about “British Music Halls”. 
U3As are learning cooperatives of older 
people. They enable their members to 
share many educational, creative and 
leisure activities. As well as the monthly 
meetings there are many interest 
groups. The word “university” is used 
in its original sense of people coming 
together to share and pursue learning in 
all its forms. There is no lower age limit 
for membership. The Third Age refers to 
the period of time after the First Age of 
childhood dependence and the Second 
Age of full-time employment and parental 
responsibility. For more information visit 
our website chewvalleyu3a.org.uk or 
phone the Secretary, Christine Evans 
on 01934 832841. The national website 
www.u3a.org.uk is also well worth a 
visit.

On Thursday 24th October 
2013 by Dr Malcolm 

Sainsbury in Chew Magna Millennium 
Hall, 7.45pm. Visitors £2.50;  Season 
ticket available.
Madagascar is the fourth largest island 
in the world; it split off from Africa many 
millions of years ago so that much 
of its fauna and flora have evolved 
independently and are found nowhere 
else on earth.
This illustrated talk focuses on the 
inhabitants of the central mountains, 
the spiny forest in the west and a dry 
area in the south east of the island, 
thereby specifically illustrating many 
of Madagascar’s signature lemurs and 
birds.

Jumble Sale in aid of The Avon 
Wildlife Trust - Chew Valley Group

A note for your diaries. There will be 
a Jumble & White Elephant sale on 
Saturday January 11th 2014 in the 
Old School Room, Chew Magna at 
2.00pm.  If you are having a clear out 
before Christmas of books, toys, white 
elephant and clothes, please put things 
aside for then. For more details call 
01275 332482.

Chew Valley Wildlife Trust  
Madagascar A modern day 

Noah’s Ark

Woody, a five month old Golden 
Retriever, beat 46 other canine 
contestants to become ‘Best in Show’ 
at Compton Dando’s Dog Show on 
Saturday 14 September. He also won 
the ‘Pedigree Gun Dog’ Class and the 
one for ‘Best Puppy’.
The show was sponsored by ‘Taylored 
Pet Care’ and raised £1,250 for 
the Compton Dando Community 
Association.
Woody is seen here with his proud owner 
Gill Brown. On the left of the picture is 
Roger Taylor of ‘Taylored Pet Care’ and 

Woody beats all comers!
on the right his partner Jennifer Ball. 
The photograph was taken by Emily 
Dunford of Water Reed Photography.



In September Barbara Bowes 
came to talk about local 
history. She spoke about the 
feoffees and the possible 

location of hermitages, which were 
small chapels thought to have been 
dismantled in Henry VIII’s time. She 
brought copies of some very ancient 
maps and documents and we were all 
fascinated.
Sadly, we have recently lost two former 
members. Several of us went to Jay 
Coe’s memorial service, which she had 
planned herself.  It was really uplifting 
and a tribute to a lovely Christian lady.  
Jean Bayes had not been well for such 
a long time, but we remembered her as 
a very kind and caring person.

Back in July, we were visited by John 
Smythe, who talked about bees. He 
demonstrated all manner of equipment 
and it was very interesting.  Unfortunately 
it was too early for him to bring any new 
season’s honey.
In August we were invited out to tea 
by Mervyn and the ladies of Upton 
Cheyney Chapel. This took a bit of 
finding, but has a panoramic view of the 
local countryside. The group will have a 
lot of work to get the building back into 
good shape.
On Thursday 10th October we shall have 
a talk from Rev. Judith Harries, who is 
currently in post as an army chaplain. 
We are always very happy to have 
visitors at our meetings. Anne Hall

PENSFORD 
TENNIS CLUB

After disappointing results in the LTA 
Summer League due in part to injuries 
the Club has decided to retrench and not 
enter a team in the Mixed Winter League 
this season. If anyone would like to 
take up the sport and has never played 
before please contact our coaches either 
Peter Evans 07580 004963 peterevans.
tennis@gmail.com or Phil Howes 07803 
808440 philhowes@hotmail.com and 
they will discuss how best to proceed. 
Perhaps with a few 1:1 lessons - it’s 
amazing how quickly you will pick it up 
with a few sessions with a good coach.  
General coaching is on Tuesdays:  5pm 
- 6pm for the under 10s, 6pm - 7pm for 
the under 14s and 7pm - 8pm for adults 
intermediates.  You do not need to be a 
member to come along to the coaching 
sessions.

On the social side of things and by popular 
demand we are organising another 
Casino Night in Pensford Memorial Hall 
on  Saturday 30 November.  Tickets are 
now on sale at £5.00 which includes a 
cheese or ham ploughman’s.  For more 
info speak to Alison 01275 832201, 
Katheen 01761 490834 or Sue 01761 
490867.
A car boot sale is something we hope 
to do soon and we are on the look out 
for anything we can lay our hands on so 
please rummage through cupboards and 
garages. If you can find anything please 
give Rae Kelly a call on 07968 403802 
and she will let you know where to drop it 
off or make other arrangements. Please 
contact Rae by 18 October if you have 
anything to donate. All proceeds will go 
towards the refurbishing of the tennis 
courts ready for the next generation of 
fired up players!  Also do check out our 
website: www.pensfordtennisclub.co.uk The united benefice of Publow, Chelwood 

and Compton Dando has been helping Rev 
Canon John Simpson celebrate 50 years of 
ministry with a special service, which was 
presented by the Rt Reverend Graham 
James, the Bishop of Norwich. This was 
followed by lunch at Pensford Memorial 
Hall.
Rev Simpson was ordained on Saturday 
7th September 1963, a week after he was 
married, at the Congregational Church in 
Chignal Smealey.
Rev Simpson now likes spending time with 
the children at the local school and does a 
lot with them, the latest being when Years 
5 and 6  talked with him about religion and 
religious symbols. He said: “ I went to the 
school and spoke about it. You can see the 
beautiful work they did on display in Publow 
church.”
Asked if he had any time for hobbies, he 
said: “I am now on the Diocesan Advisory 
Committee ( DAC) as I was in Norwich, 
looking after church buildings, and I’m also 
a chaplain at Wells Cathedral welcoming 
visitors. I used to play golf, but my hobby 

CELEBRATIONS AT PENSFORD FOR 50 YEARS OF MINISTRY

really is ancient church buildings,” 
During the service the Bishop said: “I am 
delighted to be here, celebrating 50 years of 
Ministry by John, and we thank God for all he 
has given us as one of God’s priests.



Carers’ Centre 
Annual General Meeting

10.00am to 2.00pm  
Saturday 12 October 2013

Fry Club and Conference 
Centre, Somerdale,  
Keynsham BS31 2AU

 

Come along to this FREE event 
to find out more about our 
work, meet other carers, make 
new friends and enjoy some 
time out! 

RSVP by 4 October 2013

Sunday 20th October
FOLLY FARM, STOWEY

2.00pm - 5.00pm
Apple Pressing

(bring your container, 
take away your juice!)

Children‛s activities, Pond 
Dipping, Trout and About

Local Craft Stalls
Live Music

Tea cake & refreshments
FREE ENTRY

(Ample Parking)
www.follyfarm.org

JOLLY FOLLY APPLE DAY

C o f f e e  M o r n i n g  &  M a r k e t
P r o c e e d s  t o w a r d s  C h u r c h  F u n d s

 A d m i s s i o n  5 0 p  t o  i n c l u d e  c o f f e e  a n d  b i s c u i t

f o r  
P u b l o w  
C h u r c h

Saturday 5th October  
Church Rooms,  Pensford

10.00am – 11.30am

H o m e  B a k i n g
Jams & Chutney

 

We’re playing poker, black jack and roulette
DON’T WORRY IF YOU DON’T KNOW HOW TO PLAY

INSTRUCTION WILL BE GIVEN ON THE NIGHT
REMEMBER – WINNERS ARE GRINNERS!

POINTS MEAN PRIZES!
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BUY YOUR TICKETS
SPEAK TO ALISON 01275832201, KATHLEEN 01761 490834

OR SUE 01761 490867
TICKETS CAN ALSO BE COLLECTED FROM THE WORKWEAR 

SHOP IN WHITCHURCH VILLAGE.
DOORS OPEN AT 7.30pm PLAY STARTS AT 8.00pm

SATURDAY, 30th NOVEMBER AT PENSFORD MEMORIAL HALL
TICKETS £5

INCLUDES CHEESE OR HAM PLOUGHMAN’S SUPPER
Playing tokens £5 a bag

�WERZ��S ��GHT  (�ORZ��S T���UTE ���D)
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8.�0�M �O �1.�0�M

��O�S �P�N AT 7.30

P�O�E��S �O �ATH ��N�ER �N IT ����ORT G���P

�I�KE�S £12.50 �O �N���DE ����G����S ���PER

�I�KE�S F��M ����A ����N 01761 419328

INNER WHEEL CLUB OF CHELWOOD BRIDGE
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ALIDE HIRE SERVICES

Tool Hire - Diggers & dumpers - Toilet Hire

w w w . a l i d e h i r e . c o . u k

Tue 1 Benefice Council Meeting Compton Dando Village Hall 7.30pm
Thur 3 Pensford Evergreens Memorial Hall Stuart & Pauline - 7.00pm
Sat 5 All Saints’ Church Market Pensford Church Room 10.00am–11.30am
Sun 6 St Mary’s Harvest Service and Lunch 11.15am 
Thur 10 Mothers’ Union Pensford Church Room 2.15pm
  Pensford Evergreens Memorial Hall  Paul Evans - 7.00pm
  Chew Valley Gardening Society Meeting Old School Room 8.00pm
Sat 12 Carers’ Centre AGM Frys Club 10.00am - 2.00pm
Sun 13 St Leonard’s Harvest Service and Lunch 11.15am
Mon 14 Pensford with Publow WI Memorial Hall 7.30pm
  Publow with Pensford PC Meet Pavillion room of the Memorial Hall 7.15pm
Tue 15 CDCA Coffee Morning Parish Hall 10.30am - 12.30pm 
Wed 16 Village Agent Roadshow Chelwood Village Hall 11.30am - 2.00pm 
  Deanery Synod, St. Francis Keynsham 7.30pm 
Thur 17 Pensford Evergreens Memorial Hall Vince G - 7.00pm 
Fri 18 Mothers’ Union Archdeaconry Day, Kingston Seymour 10.30am-2pm 
  Twerzels Night at Pensford Memorial Hall 8.00pm to 11.00pm
Sat 19 Pensford Evergreens Outing
Sun 20 Harvest Festival Service All Saints’ Church 9.30am
  Followed by lunch in the Memorial Hall 12.45pm
  Jolly Folly Apple Day at Folly Farm 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Mon 21 Craft Day Compton Dando Parish Hall 10.00am - 3.00pm
  U3A meeting Ubley 10.00am 
Thur 24 Pensford Evergreens Memorial Hall Musical Duo - 7.00pm
  Chew Valley Wildlife meeting Millennium Hall 7.45pm 
Thur 31 Pensford Evergreens Memorial Hall Katie Robson - 7.00pm
N o v e m b e r
Sat 30 Casino Night Pensford Memorial Hall 7.30pm

FRIDAY 11 OCTOBER
SINGER TERESA ALEXANDER
TICKETS £6.50
FOR MORE INFO CONTACT STEVIEJROBBIE@HOTMAIL.CO.UK

SATURDAY 23 NOVEMBER
CHRISTMAS FAIR
FOR MORE INFO CONTACT JANE STENNER 01761 490601

FRIDAY 20 DECEMBER 7PM
CHRISTMAS CABARET
TICKETS £16.00
INCLUDES 2 COURSE MEAL, COMEDIAN 
STEWART MASTERS, SINGERS VOX IN FROX, 
WAITRESS SERVICE & FULL BAR

31 DECEMBER - NEW YEARS EVE
PARTY WITH DJ REVIVAL - PLAYING A RANGE OF 
MUSIC TO APPEAL TO ALL
TICKETS £10.00
FOR MORE INFO CONTACT STEVIEJROBBIE@HOTMAIL.CO.UK

14 & 15 MARCH 2014
BROTHERHOOD OF MAN
TICKETS £18.00
FOR MORE INFO CONTACT DAVELEWIS1@BTCONNECT.COM
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