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Church Services

Rector     
Revd Denise Calverley, The Rectory, Old Road, Pensford 07849 821588
Church wardens
Publow with Pensford Mr Andrew Hillman 01761 490324
 Mrs Janet Smith 01761 490584
Compton Dando Position Vacant
Chelwood Mrs Ann Sherborne 01761 490586
Publow with Pensford PCC
Secretary Mrs Judith Hillman 01761 490324
Treasurer Mrs Gillian Wookey 01761 490336
Compton Dando & Chelwood PCC
Secretary Position vacant
Treasurer Mr Richard Evans 01761 490144
Organists
Publow with Pensford & 
Compton Dando Mr Martin Sussams 07952 637507
Benefice Administrator 
pensfordparishoffice@gmail.com Dawn Wells  07546 720161

As from September 2017:-
1st Sunday
Publow All Saints’ 10:00am Holy Communion
2nd Sunday
Compton Dando St. Mary’s 10:00am Cafe Church
3rd Sunday
Publow All Saints’ 10:00am Holy Communion  
Compton Dando St. Mary’s 6:00pm Holy Communion
4th Sunday
Chelwood St. Leonard’s 10:00am Holy Communion  
Publow All Saints’ 6:00pm Choral Evensong in January, April, July & October
5th Sunday
Rotation round the Benefice
Weekly
Every Thursday Compton Dando St. Mary’s 10:30am Holy Communion (said)

Front cover image: Many thanks to Alison ter Haar for her photo of St Mary’s Church.  
Email a photo of our local churches to pensford@gmail.com and see it as our front cover.

Leaves from the Vicar’s diary
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April 2018 - The Power of the Ordinary
Recently I was with other people doing an interactive exercise. 
We had to talk about an object that we had brought with us that was significant to 
us or said something about us. As we went around the room and people talked about 
their object, something struck me. The very ordinary objects talked about were special 
because they represented very special relationships in our lives. People were smiling and 
laughing when they told the story their object represented. Each story was the power of 
the ordinary... pointing to the extraordinary. Jesus had the power of the ordinary too. Ever 
think about that? Set aside the miracles for a moment and what would we see?
‘The bible says in Isaiah 53:2b that “He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to Him, nothing 
in His appearance that we should desire Him.” All this tells us that Jesus’ appearance was just like 
any other man’s - He was ordinary-looking. Isaiah was here [saying] that this coming suffering 
Servant would rise in lowly conditions and wear none of the usual [signs] of royalty, making 
His true identity visible only to the discerning eye of faith...’ Later Isaiah further described 
the appearance of Christ as He would appear when tortured before His crucifixion. “His 
appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man and his form marred beyond human 
likeness” (Isaiah 52:14). 
If any of us walked by during these events we would have seen a ‘criminal’ being punished, 
an ordinary scene in this time.  It was only later, 3 days to be exact, that the extraordinary 
happened. 
He rose from the dead!  
Death couldn’t hold him.   
Out of the grave came life. 
He was alive! 
It took even Jesus’ closest friends time to accept the extraordinary had happened when 
they witnessed it. And when the extraordinary happened it shed new light on the power of 
the ordinary... their friendships, their journeys, their families lives, the conversations over 
meals together, and their futures.
In this Resurrection (Easter) season where is the power of the ordinary in your life pointing 
to the extraordinary? Wherever it is don’t miss it. 
Finally, In recent weeks 2 brilliant men have died, Stephen Hawking and Billy Graham. 
How they lived their lives was normal for them, perhaps even ‘ordinary?’ However, their 
life’s work pointed to the extraordinary in the universe, drawing very different conclusions 
for them and others to think about. But think about this. If one of them wasn’t right, 
then he had nothing to lose. If the other wasn’t right he had eternity to lose. Where is the 
power of the ordinary in your life pointing to the extraordinary?
Grace and peace, 
Rev Denise Calverley



All Saints’ Church Market
The Market planned for Saturday, 3rd 
March, was cancelled due to the snowy 
weather. We very much hope to see you 
all on Saturday, 7th April, when we shall 
have home baking and cards by Cheryl 
Brewin, together with a craft stall and 
some plants. For further information 
Judith Hillman 490324, Janet Smith 
490584 or Gillian Wookey 490336.

All Saints’ Publow
Annual Meeting
The Vestry meeting for the election of 
Churchwardens, also the Annual Church 
Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 18th 
April, 2018, at 7:30pm in the Church 
Room, Church Street, Pensford.
For two Sundays prior to the meeting (1st 
and 15th April) there will be available to 
view in All Saints’ Church the updated 
Electoral Roll and Annual Report and 
Accounts for 2017.
There will also be forms inviting 
nominations for: 
•  Two Churchwardens to serve for the 

coming year.
•  Two parochial representatives of the 

laity to the Parochial Church Council, 
to serve for a three-year term.

All parishioners are warmly invited to 
attend to vote for their representatives and 
to approve the Accounts for 2017.
Judith Hillman 
Hon. Secretary to PCC

Bell Renovation
All Saints’ Church
We are delighted to confirm that the 
Diocesan Faculty papers for the work on 
the Tower and Bells at All Saints’ Church 
is now complete. Thanks to the generosity 
and hard work of very many people and 
organisations the work is fully funded 
and Matthew Higby and his team will 
commence on site late July/early August, 
2018.
Andrew Hillman, Janet Smith - 
Churchwardens

Cafe Church at St Mary’s
At Cafe Church at St Mary’s on 
Mothering Sunday, there was of course, 
good coffee, lots of pastries, strawberries, 
grapes, watermelon and delicious Fairtrade 
chocolates! As importantly, The Rev.
Denise and 36 of us talked about Mothers 
and what family meant to us.
April 8th - A short video and talk from 
Clive Howarth about a project making 
beautiful things out of used tea bags. 
These are all made by women from a 
township in Hout Bay in Cape Town 
South Africa.
May 13th -  This Cafe Church will have a 
subject involving ‘Bells’ as St Mary’s new 
mufflers will be dedicated. 
Clive and Lorna are standing down from 
running Cafe Church and providing coffee 
and pastries. Thanks to everyone who 
has helped or spoken (22 in all) and now 
over to new people and suggestions for the 
future. Offers to The Rev. Denise.

Church News
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Compton Dando Church Estate Trust
Grants for Young People and Hardship

All Saints’ Publow
Church Market

Church Room, Pensford
10 - 11:30am

Saturday, 7th April 2018
• Home Baking  
• Cards by Cheryl Brewin  
• Craft Stall 
• Plants

Entrance 50p to include coffee and biscuit

The Trust is a registered charity which 
for over 400 years has helped to maintain 
St Mary’s church building, as well as 
providing some funds for schooling and 
those in need in the parish of St. Mary’s. 
It is managed by local Trustees, called the 
Feoffees.
The Feoffees offer grants each year for 
young people who have a home address 
within the parish of Compton Dando, 
are aged 16 years or over and who are 
engaged in further or higher education, 
apprenticeships or other formal training 
schemes. These grants are intended to 
help meet expenses which support the 
study or training being undertaken, such 
as extra equipment, travel, books etc. 
The amount of the grant will depend on 
the number of applicants and the merit 

of the application, but may typically be 
around £100. Applications will close on 
1 st May 2018 and grants will be notified 
the following month. To apply for a grant, 
please write a letter or send an email 
to the Feoffees explaining how a grant 
would help your study or training, and 
address it to: Lorna Howarth Steward to 
the Trustees: Eleanor’s Cottage, Vicarage 
Lane, Compton Dando BS39 4LA 
Email: lornalifecoach@gmail.com or ring 
01761 490644 for further information. 
This Trust now incorporates the Jerome 
Harvey Trust, which provided financial 
help to relieve real hardship in the parish. 
Information about any such present cases 
of hardship would be very welcome for 
consideration by the Trustees. Please 
notify the Steward, as above.



Bishop Ruth’s Message
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Love and foolishness
‘Christ is Risen! Alleluia! He is Risen indeed! Alleluia!’
April 1st is both Easter Sunday and April Fool’s Day. Not a bad combination. For ‘it is 
the foolish things of God which confound the wise of this world’, so says Paul in his letter to 
Corinth. The message of the cross itself is foolish he says, and he, Paul, in telling the story 
of it, does so inexpertly, and through his own weakness.
The story of God’s grace doesn’t make sense to many...  ‘What does God see that’s worth 
redeeming in this world?’  ‘Why love me?’  And if we get past these questions, then…  
‘How come his forgiveness is for everyone, when... evidently doesn’t deserve it?!’
Perhaps like Paul we find it difficult to communicate the message of the cross well 
to others. We may feel we lack theological understanding, be unfamiliar with all the 
atonement theories, find it hard to put into words. But the simple fact is that the best way 
of telling the story, the message of Easter is through you, yourself.
As people look at the way you live, do they see someone with faults and failings, flawed 
and yet someone who knows that God loves them. Do they see you accepting the grace 
of God shown through his giving of himself on a cross for us? Do they see someone who 
now lives in the freedom of that forgiveness, living a life in all its abundance and fullness?
I have to confess that I find myself often continuing to strive to earn God’s love and 
grace. My life becomes full of all that I seek to do in ministry for him. Forgetful that the 
message of the cross is the expression of his love for me, freely given, without strings. All I 
need do is receive his love.
What foolishness! Such love!
The Right Reverend Ruth Worsley 
Bishop of Taunton

St Mary’s Church Compton Dando
presents

A Play Reading “If It’s Wednesday”
written by Elizabether Penny
Saturday 12th May 2018

St Mary’s Church, doors open at 6pm, play commences at 7pm. 
Tickets £5 includes first drink. Contact Mo Collings 01761 490024 

or Chris Dibble 01761 490782
A social fundraising evening for St Mary’s Church
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Local Group

Chew Valley  
Gardening Society
In April, on Thursday 12th, we welcome 
Don Everitt, who will be talking about 
“Fragrance in the Garden”.
This month’s competition, “3 Stems of 
Scented Flowers”, will match the talk.
Don has spent a lifetime in horticulture, 
having originally trained at Wisley. He 
retired from teaching rural studies 25 years 
ago and since then has toured the country 
making presentations to Garden Clubs 
and judging flower shows as far away as 
Cumbria and Cornwall.
We aim to provide an interesting and 
informative range of talks and activities for 
those interested in gardening, whether a 
beginner or experienced.
Full details of the programme of talks 
and visits for 2018 will be shown on the 
Society’s website:
www.chewvalleygardeningsociety.org.uk
New members and visitors are always 
welcome at our meetings, which close with 
tea or coffee, giving you a chance to chat 
with gardening friends, old and new.
Please come along to the Old Schoolroom 
in Chew Magna on the second Thursday 
each month, at 8:00pm. 

Compton Dando  
Bluebell Walk
We are hoping to repeat the very 
successful bluebell walk again this year.  
We will meet at St Mary’s Church and 
after the walk there will be tea and 
homemade cakes in the Church. We 
welcome offers of homemade cakes but as 
yet we cannot give a date for the walk as 
we do not quite know when the bluebells 
will be at their best to enjoy. Please watch 
out for posters and notices in and around 
the Benefice for the date and details  
of the walk.
If you are able to make a cake or have  
one ready in the freezer please could  
you let Joy Webb (490983) or  
Jenny Davis (490727) know.

Parish magazines in 
Compton Dando
This is an appeal to everyone  
in our village.
Our (very) small team need some more 
help with distributing the parish magazines 
in Compton Dando each month.
You would deliver magazines to around  
10 to 15 houses, as near to where you live 
as we can manage.
Could you spare an hour or so at most a 
month to help?
If you can help or if you’d like to know 
more please contact Pamela Cole on 
490488, email pam@pamelacole.co.uk
Thanks everyone

Chelwood Lucky Draw
February 2018 
£12 -  M. Miller; £10 - B. Godfrey;  
£7 - G. Dagger; £3 - J. Young.

March 2018
£12 - D. Ross;  £10 - G&D. Knight;  
£7 - T. Scoble; £3 - P. Harding.



Pensford Tennis Club has again entered a men’s team and a ladies’ team in the LTA 
Summer League. The series begins on 11 May and the last fixture is on 20 July. 
There was a bit of excitement at the Club on Sunday 11 March. Pensford Tennis 
Club was the winning destination for the Radio Bristol’s Richard Lewis programme 
‘Clueless’. Club Members were out in force to greet the Radio Bristol Outside 
Broadcasting Team. 
They took part in a short interview, said what a fantastic club we are and even our 
coach Dan managed to promote our coaching programme. Membership fees are 
due on 1 April . We are offering an Early Bird discount rate for fees paid before the 
1st April. The Club is always looking to increase its membership and we welcome 
players of all abilities. Joining details are on our website..
Our Club coach, Dan Church, who organises our club championships and the Box 
League competitions, runs a very comprehensive and effective coaching programme 
which is open to members and non-members alike. Dan caters for all levels and 
abilities and he can be contacted on 07738 081652 or email danchurch04@
hotmail.com. He is also available for private lessons. 

mail@byre-design.co.uk

'The Byre' 

Compton Dando
Manor Farm

Bristol    BS39 4JZ

eryb

Steve Rendell
B.A(Hons), B.Arch (Nottm)  

Architects Registration Board

No project is too small to benefit from 

an Architect's advice, guidance & design

d
es

ig
n

Refurbishment of !
listed building, Mangotsfield

An initial visit to discuss your project  
and talk you through the design,  

planning permission and  
building control process  

is completely free

ARCHITECTS
01761 490419

Existing North Elevation

Local Groups

Pensford Tennis Club

Coaching
Mon: 7:00pm - 8:00pm Adult Improvers
Tue: Juniors - 3:30pm - 4:30pm After 
School Tennis Club. (Any child under 11 
years old, from any school, can sign up.) 
4:30pm - 5:00pm Mini Reds Tennis Group 
(Children 3 -5 years old). 
5:00pm - 5:45pm Red/Orange Ball Rally 
Group (Children 6 - 9 years old)
Seniors
6:45pm - 7:45pm Beginners/Rusty Rackets, 
(Rackets provided) 
7:45pm - 8:45pm Ladies Improvers
Thurs: 7:00pm - 8:00pm Boot Camp 
Exercise Class (Stanton Prior Village Hall)

Club Play
Wed: 6:45pm - 9:45pm Men’s night
Thurs: 6:45pm - 9:45pm Ladies’ night
Fri: 6:45pm - 8:45pm Social Doubles
Sat: Courts available to all on first come 
first served basis
Sun: 11:00pm - 1:00pm  
Social Doubles/Singles
1:00pm - 6:00pm Family Tennis

Quiz Nights
(note earlier starting time)
Monday 16 April 2018 - The Rising Sun at 
7:30pm. Quiz Nights are held on the third 
Monday of the month.
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Advertise in this  
magazine from only  
£45 per year

Simply email
www.pensford.gmail.com
For more information
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DCM COMPUTER SERVICES 
Your Local support engineer. 

In House repairs, No call out charge 

Broadband, Wifi, Virus, email 

IPAD screens 

Quality Refurb Laptops 

 

Slow Computers – SOLVED 

Call Steve - 07970722774 

Quiz Night at  
Chew Valley School 
Thursday 19th April, 7:30pm
Chew Valley School Society are once again 
inviting everyone to join us at our fantastic 
quiz night.
•  At Chew Valley School Hall
• Doors open at 7:00pm
•  Cost is £8.00 per person, which includes 

a ploughman’s supper
• Teams of up to 6 players
• Lots of prizes to be won
Tickets available from Chew Valley School 
Reception on 01275 332272. Contact 
cvschoolsociety@outlook.com for further 
information.  This year we are raising 
funds to support the school in providing 
counselling services, learning software, 
media & IT equipment and GCSE revision 
courses

Badapple Theatre returns 
to Chelwood with New 
Production, ‘Amy Johnson’
On Friday 11 May at 7.30 pm York-based 
Badapple Theatre Company will return 
to Chelwood Village Hall for the third 
successive year to perform their latest 
production, ‘Amy Johnson’, featuring a two-
thirds scale replica Gypsy Moth bi-plane.
The script from Artistic director, Kate 
Bramley, is a completely new imagining 
of her own 1998 play ‘Amy Johnson’ that 
follows the inspiring life and mysterious 
wartime death of the pioneering Hull 
aviatrix Amy Johnson. It was a tale that 
saw huge success for the company at the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival in 1998 and is 
proving just as popular twenty years later 
touring village halls across the country 
until June.
This new play views Amy Johnson’s life 
through the eyes of Hull born Betty, who is 
doing her bit for the war effort by working 
as a WAAF telephone operator at Dover 
Castle. So we have layer after layer of 
inspiring women who were the first wave 
of ladies who worked as equals alongside 
their male counterparts. But really it’s just 
a simple story about dreaming big and 
flying high, with some trademark Badapple 
comedy thrown in, as well as a study of 
the tragic mystery of Amy Johnson’s final 
wartime flight.
Tickets are £12 / £10 Concs. / £6 under 
16s and are available from Stephen Meale 
on 01761 490002 or 07890 965172 or buy 
on-line at www.badappletheatre.com



APRIL 2018
Sun 1st  Easter Day
 Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 10am
Tues 3rd  Prayer Group, Sally Higgins Cottage, Pensford, 10:30am
Sat 7th  All Saints’ Church Market, Church Room, Pensford, 10:00 - 11:30am
Sun 8th  Café Church, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 10:00am
 Teatime Fellowship, Pensford Memorial Hall, 3:00 - 5:00pm
Tues 10th  Prayer Group, Sally Higgins Cottage, Pensford, 10:30am
Sat 14th Coffee Morning, Compton Dando Parish Hall, 10:30-12:30pm
Sun 15th  Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 10:00am
 Holy Communion, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 6:00pm
Mon 16th  Quiz Night, Pensford Tennis Club, The Rising Sun, Pensford, 7:30pm
Tues 17th  Prayer Group, Sally Higgins Cottage, Pensford, 10:30am
Wed 18th  All Saints’ Annual Church Meeting, Church Room Pensford, 7:30pm
Sun 22nd  Holy Communion, St. Leonard’s Chelwood, 10:00am
 Choral Evensong, All Saints’ Publow, 6:00pm
Tues 24th  Prayer Group, Sally Higgins Cottage, Pensford, 10:30am
Sun 29th  Holy Communion, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 10:00am
 Pensford 10k and Fun Run, Pensford Memorial Hall 11am

Diary
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What’s On



1514

Chew Valley U3A
16th April

Chew Valley U3A will be 
holding a coffee morning 
at Ubley Village Hall on 

Monday, 16th April, 2018.  
Refreshments from 10 am 
followed by the meeting at 

10.30 am which will include 
a talk by Amy Williams 

entitled “An introduction to 
Horseworld, Bristol.”  This 
is an important charity for 
the rescue and recovery of 

horses and ponies. 
Ubley Village Hall 

£1 for members and  
£2.50 for visitors

The Arts Society 
Mendip 
10th April

Undressing Antiques. 
Mark Hill, seen often on 
the Antiques Road Show, 

will talk on collecting 
antiques today and 

influences on today’s 
market. 

(NB 2nd Tuesday)
1st May

Guerra, Guerra! 
Music, the arts and war 
1800-2000 is the subject  

of the talk by  
Daniel Snowman,  

examining the art during 
Napoleonic, Italian 

unification,  
Franco-Prussian and  

2 World Wars. 
Bath and West Bar & 

Restaurant, B&W Show 
Ground, Shepton Mallet, 

BA4 6QN  
www.theartssociety 

mendip.org.uk 
01934 862435.

What’s On Outside The Benefice

Gadget Busters
Wednesday 4th & 18th 
April, 9:45 - 11:45pm 
Chew Valley Children’s 

Centre, Chew Lane Chew 
Magna BS40 8QA.

£3 per session. You don’t 
need to book, just turn up.
Get help with your laptop, 

iPad, tablet, phone or 
camera

“Extend”  
Exercise Class

Wednesday 4th, 11th, 
18th & 25th April

Chew Valley Children’s 
Centre, Chew Lane Chew 

Magna BS40 8QA 
£3 per session  

(including tea/coffee) 
Ketyn  01225 484510

RNLI
27th April

Illustrated talk with DVD 
by Gary Bressingham, an 
official RNLI speaker at 
Compton Martin Village 
Hall. A range of delicious 

puddings with be served, all 
within a nominal £5 ticket.

6th July
A musical evening with 
entertainment provided  

by the Mendip Swing Band. 
A hearty supper with cash 

bar and raffle
9th November

Date for your diary -  
Curry Lunch

Keith Williams  
01275 332221 

keithjoanwill@gmail.com 
 RNLI branch Chew Valley

Chew Valley Choral Society 
presents “Coronations”

Saturday 28 April 7.30pm  
St. John’s Church, Keynsham

Handel 4 Coronation Anthems; Mozart 
Coronation Mass; Parry “I was glad”

Soloists:  
Naomi MacLeod-Jones (Soprano),  

Lucy Balderson (Contralto),  
Iain MacLeod-Jones (Tenor),  

Edmund Danon (Bass) ,  
Paul Walton (Organ),  

Conductor David Bednall
Tickets £12 (students & children £6) 
 from the Parish Office 1 The Park,  

Keynsham BS31 2BL, 0117 986 3354  
from CVCS members, on the door or  

phone 01275 333014

Cam Valley Arts Trail Group Spring Exhibition & Sale
Conygre Hall, North Road, Timsbury Nr Bath BA2 0JQ 

Saturday 28 April 2018: 11am-5pm
Looking for that special gift or wanting a unique piece of artwork for your home?  

Then come and visit us in Timsbury on Saturday the 28th April. Over twenty 
local artists of all kinds of disciplines will be attending - they will be demonstrating, 

showcasing and selling their work. A chance for you to meet the artists, see how  
they create their work. Works will include many different media: paintings, batik, 

ceramics, textiles, wood, glass, calligraphy and more. 
“Super selection of different art and craft with very friendly people exhibiting - very  

impressive. We felt welcomed by everyone and inspired by all the talented exhibitors.” 
“The quality and standard of the exhibits was good. Surprised how reasonably priced most 
items were. Most enjoyable and I look forward to more exhibitions at this high standard.” 

Entry is free and there will be refreshments. Remember to bring your wallet or 
chequebook as some artists cannot take card payments. Visit our website for further 

details: www.camvalleyartstrail.co.uk

What’s On Outside The Benefice

Rural Links 
We are trying to get a music project off 

the ground at the Wellness events at the 
Children’s Centre, Chew Valley School. 

• Can play a instrument 
• Have not played for a long time and 

would like to pick it up again. 
• Would like to learn to play an 

instrument. 
• Would like to learn to read music. 

• Has an unwanted instrument and would 
be prepared to donate it to Rural Links. 
• Is interested in joining in some form of 
music ensemble - for any level of playing. 
Please contact us if you are interested in 

helping in any way.
Ken Webb,  Mobile tel: 07919006708, 

Office tel: 01275 333700
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Every Tuesday  
9.45am - 11.45am at Pensford Memorial Hall 
£3 per family. Babies welcome!
Contact Lisbeth Taylerson on 07970 516255  
or email pensfordtoddlers@outlook.com  
for more information.

First  
session  

free
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School Highlights

A message from Mr Barton
After last week’s snow delayed us, it was 
lovely to see the great effort that our 
families and children put in to celebrating 
reading on World Book Day. The children 
looked fantastic in their costumes and the 
day brought to mind a very wide range of 
favourite books and authors.
We would also like to announce that we 
will be spending some of the generous 
donation from Janet Gore’s family on 
enhancing our stock of non-fiction books 
to support our topics. This fund will allow 
us to replenish and improve our topic-
related books on an ongoing basis through 
the year and will support every child in 
this way. Many thanks again to the family 
for their generosity.
I’m really looking forward to our Outdoor 
learning week to finish the term next 
week. The teachers have planned 
activities across the five days in which 
the children will be taking their learning 
outdoors. You may remember that the 
Outdoor Learning week is part of an 
authority-wide initiative. We were very 
pleased to take part, not least because 
it fits so well with our ethos of engaging 
children in learning in an enjoyable and 
practical way. We look forward to sending 
in our photos of the activities and perhaps 
having them displayed in areas such as the 
local libraries as an outcome of the project.
Enjoy the Easter holidays.

Sporting Successes
Congratulations to both our ‘A’ and ‘B’ 
netball teams who took on Whitchurch. 
Both teams played very well and 
demonstrated great ‘togetherness’ and 
‘respect’ throughout their matches. 
While the ‘A’ team came back strongly 
in the final quarter, they lost their match 
5-2. The ‘B’ team played superbly, led 
throughout their game and held on to 
win 3-2. We are very grateful to Mrs 
Rawlinson and Mrs Cox for their support 
and coaching.
On Wednesday, our netball ‘A’-team 
played against Chew Stoke. It was an 
exciting match, with the lead changing 
hands throughout. In the end, Chew 
Stoke scored the deciding goal and we lost 
4-5. Well done to the whole team though 
for their great performance and credit to 
Chloe and Millie who scored a goal each 
and to Gen who scored the other two. 
Their next game will be on Wednesday 
- a home match against St Stephen’s in 
the knock-out competition. Supporters 
welcome!

Pensford Primary School

You can view this newsletter and any previous versions online at:  
www.publow-with-pensford-pc.gov.uk

Local Groups

Pensford Local History Group
Our April meeting has been 
cancelled due to ill health. Our 
walks’ programme will be circulated 
by email as soon as it’s finalised.
Our March speaker was Colin Budge. 
Colin has studied the 18th and 19th 
century industries of the Chew Valley, 
particularly mills, coal and glass-making. 
He shared his knowledge with us 
tracing the development of the mills 
along the stretch from Stanton Drew, 
Pensford and Publow. He explained their 
transformation over the generations from 
copper to paper manufacture and from 
water power to steam. The demise of the 
mills was the result of the demand from 

Bristol for a reliable source of drinking 
water which led to Bristol Water being set 
up and their control of the flow of water 
in the Chew. 
Colin also traced the early history of 
coal mining in the area where there 
are still many signs of the bell pits that 
were worked by villagers. Finally, Colin 
explained that Stanton Wick was a small 
centre of glass making in the area using 
the local coal and sand. Colin’s talk was  
beautifully illustrated with maps, google 
search images as well as old photos. 
Thank you Colin!



Notes from the Parish Council
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Monday 12th February 2018:
Highways: Peats Hill: The flood 
management Team were asked to look into 
the flooding here. They report that they 
will be sending the Highways Team out to 
get his highway maintenance gang to clear 
out the grip in the verge so the water can 
get to the small plastic pipe. They report 
that the drainage path off the highway 
seems to keep on being filled up with earth 
and branches to prevent the highway 
from draining on its historic route? They 
will be discussing the long term options to 
resolve the problem at their next Highway 
Maintenance / Drainage meeting. They 
have asked what has changed as they 
don’t imagine the road has always flooded 
so badly? B&NES are aware that Bristol 
Water did some work here some years 
back they understood that their leak had 
been mended. Mill Lane Woollard: Road 
repairs are still awaited. Precept Form: The 
Precept request form was returned. Asking 
for a total of £13780.00
General: The Great Flood: The 
appointment of a Project Officer to organise 
events is awaited. Drain Cover: Banes 
Council Connect were contacted regarding 
the Drain Cover at the junction of High 
Street and the A37 as it had become very 
noisy when driven over. Joint Spatial Plan: 
A very comprehensive e.mail had been 
received from a member of public regarding 
the JSP. A copy was circulated to all PC 
members and also the Clerk to Parish 
Council at Whitchurch for their comments. 
Litter: An e.mail was received from a 
Member of Public who travels through 
Pensford each day and he was concerned 

about the “Visual state of the Parish”. Clerk 
informed him that overhanging hedges and 
branches are reported regularly to the Local 
Authority. Also that regular litter picks 
are organised by the Parish Council and 
that there was one coming up organised 
by a Member of the Parish. Parking/High 
Street: Concerns were registered via the 
Web Site from a local farmer who travelled 
up the High Street early one morning and 
could not get through the space because 
of two parked cars. Parking Issues: 
Highlighted areas of current problem 
parking areas are Church Street outside of 
the Old Shoe Shop and the entrance to the 
Church Yard. Hillcrest many cars parking 
on the pavements when they have rear 
parking. Old Road pavement, parking by 
the Old School House, blocking the end 
of the painted walkway outside of the Old 
Bakery. Publow Lane pavement parking on 
the road to the allotments. Signs to Tennis 
Courts: B&NES reported they are not 
implementing any new signs unless they 
relate to a safety issue. Costs of amending 
the current signage were received from 
B&NES. Parish Council agreed to have 
one sign with three destinations on it. Sue 
Grimes to ask for a design and cost for 
this. Allotment Site: Allotment tenants 
are having vegetables eaten by deer and 
badgers. Under current legislation there is 
nothing that can be done. Clerk reported 
that Grants could be applied for to put up 
high fencing around the site. Allotment 
tenants are concerned about the discussions 
of building on the Allotment Site. They 
were informed that the Parish Council has a 
duty to provide Allotments and that other 
sites for the Allotments are being looked

Notes from the Parish Council
Meeting notes continued.
at should building permissions be granted. 
VAT Return: Clerk has completed 
VAT Return up to the end of the 2017 
Accounting Year. Parish Councils Airport 
Association: A request was made by 
PCAA for help building a website. Waste 
& Recycling Problems: were experienced 
in Belluton and Gibbet Lane Pensford 
due to staffing issues. The recycling was 
collected the following day (Thursday). 
Big Things: An e.mail was received from 
a Team developing a new programme 
for a major UK Broadcaster, hoping to 
create a new landmark for a nominated 
community. Training: Tony Jones was 
booked onto and attended the Being 
a Good Councillor Training Course. 
Planning and Plain English a training 

session on how to make successful and 
influential submissions to applications! 
17th March 2018 in Long Ashton. Cost 
£50 per delegate. Clerk & Chairman to 
attend this. Crime Update 8th February 
2018: Unknown offender(s) smashed the 
side window to gain entry to a van while 
it was parked on Church Street, Pensford, 
between 7.30pm on Wednesday 7 February 
and 6.10am the following morning. Items 
were stolen from the van, and the police 
want to remind drivers to ensure that they 
leave nothing in their vehicles, as even 
the smallest item can attract unwanted 
attention.
Next meeting Monday 9th April, 
Monday 14th May (AGM). Visit www.
publow-with-pensford-pc.gov.uk for 
more information.
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Notice Board

9 73 5 16 2

5 94 2 1

2 91 4 87 6

1 33 5 69

1 46 25 8 3

2 39 7 18

38 7 61 9 42
7 13 26 4 85

3 4 1 7

Craft Sale
Massive sale of craft items, including quilt fabrics 

from all over the world, quilting magazines 
and books. Knitting/crochet yarn and books. 

Dressmaking fabrics, patterns etc.  Beading and lace 
making. Also a large amount of baking equipment, 

including Pampered Chef and Lakeland.
Saturday April 21st, 10am-1.00pm 

at Chelwood Village Hall



Bath and North East Somerset Council
Chelwood - Karen Warrington  
07867 518439
Compton Dando - Miss S Davis 
01761 472356
Publow- Mr P May 01761 452223
B&NES Information Switchboard
01225 477000
Bristol Airport (Noise Concerns)
01275 473799
Chelwood Parish Council
Chair - Mr P Sherborne 01761 490586
Chelwood Village Hall
Bookings - Mr Pat Harrison 01761 
490218
Chew Valley Gardening Society
Liz Heaford 01761 490271
Compton Dando Parish Council
Chair - Dawn Drury 07584710130
Clerk - Susan Smith 07746930582 
or email clerk@comptondando-
parishcouncil.org.uk
Compton Dando Parish Hall
Bookings - Mrs Fox 01761 490955
Compton Dando Village Group
Chair - Hannah Maggs 07720 574200
Secretary - Barend ter Haar 07932 
104747
Pensford Evergreens
Robert Bailey 01761 490639
Pensford Football
Steve Harrison 07891 635661
Pensford Golf Society
Chair - David Parnell 01761 490888
Pensford Gospel Hall
Roy Hill 01275 332475
Pensford Guides
Rachael Dando 01761 490663
Pensford Local History Group
Therese Tyson 01761 490670

Pensford Memorial Hall
Chair - Steve Wilcox 07970 722774
Bookings - 0790 040 7695 or email 
pensfordhallbookings@hotmail.co.uk
Pensford Neighbourhood Watch
Coordinator - Chris James 01761 490392
Pensford School
Headteacher - Mr Warrick Barton  
01761 490470
Chair of Governors - Nigel Chambers 
Pensford Tennis Club
Secretary - Alison Patey 01275 832201
Pensford Toddlers Group
Lisbeth Taylerson 07970 516255
Police Community Support Officers
Mr Martyn Bragg 101
Publow Parish Council
Chair - Mrs Janette Stephenson  
01761 490352 
Clerk - Mrs J Bragg 01275 333549
Rotary Club
Tony Quinn 01761 419328
Stanton Drew & Pensford Playgroup
Leader - Lynne Willmott 07515 712545
Village Agent
Ken Webb 01275 333700

Parish News Team
Enquiries - Judith Hillman 07802 662291
Submission, typesetting and design -  
Victoria Spicer 01761 492559
Treasurer - Kate Matthews 01275 891275
Head distributor -  
Yvonne Phillips 01761 490426
Main distributors: Woollard - Mary 
Rogers, Compton Dando - Pam Cole & 
Fiona Greg-Smith, Chelwood -  
Jacky Young

Email the Parish News Team at 
pensford@gmail.com

The deadline for May submissions 
is the 16th April

Items in this Magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the Rector and PCC.
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