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The Service pattern for the foreseeable future will be as follows:-
1st Sunday
Publow All Saints’ 10:00am Benefice Eucharist
2nd Sunday
Compton Dando St. Mary’s 10:00am Benefice Eucharist
3rd Sunday
Publow All Saints’ 10:00am Benefice Eucharist,  
Compton Dando St. Mary’s 6:00pm Evensong
4th Sunday
Chelwood St. Leonard’s 10:00am Holy Communion,  
Publow All Saints’ 6:00pm Evensong
5th Sunday
Rotation round the Benefice

Front cover image: Thomas a Becket Tower, kindly sent in by Jane Flowers of Pensford.  
Email any photos of our local churches to pensford@gmail.com and see it as our front cover.

Parish Ponderings

01

Advent and Christmas time is here! Can an entire year have passed already? 
Is it really time for Christmas cakes, cards, wrap and ribbon on the shelves in 
the shops? This is the time of year when kids are rehearsing the nativity play or 
Christmas show, the Christmas cake should be soaking, email is inundating us 
with store sales advertisements and people are taking days off to Christmas shop. 
It makes many of us silently moan, ‘Stop the world I want to get off.’ What is the 
picture the Bible gives us about this time before “Christmas?”

The book of Isaiah in the Old Testament says, “I will send my messenger ahead  
of you, who will prepare your way-a voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare 
the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.” The HIM is Immanuel meaning 
God with us.

What are you preparing for this year?

It’s a good thing if you are preparing to spend quality time with family and 
friends. It’s a good thing if you are searching for that gift that’s ‘just right’ for 
someone special. But it’s not a good thing if all of this is causing you rush around, 
if your to-do list is getting longer instead of shorter, if making the season special 
is making you crazy. But guess what? You can stop. Simplify. Make straight paths 
for the Lord.

Decide what is essential and what is an expectation that you don’t need to  
take on. Decide how to celebrate this season with your family and friends in 
a frenzy-free way. If you want to do less, do less and feel rested. If you want to 
consume less, buy less and relax when January bills are due.

If you need quiet and space instead of social whirl, give yourself permission to  
be peaceful rather than partying. Your head and your waistline will thank you.

Whatever this season means to you, make it quality by whom you choose to 
invest in, not by how much you spend or do. You’ll inevitably find that you have 
enjoyed more time with others and have had more enjoyment yourself.

“Making straight paths for him..,” means clearing the way for Jesus  
to be with you. Clear away the unnecessary things of the 
Christmas season. Simplify. Do less. Invest in others, strangers 
as well as friends. Finally, give yourself time to celebrate 
Christmas in a way that has real value for you... make the 
time holy (set apart) with loved ones, worship the Lord, and 
extend peace on earth and good will to all, yourself included.

God bless you.

Rev Denise Calverley
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Rev. Denise Calverley
Editor’s Note
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Welcome to this bumper Christmas edition that covers December and January. The 
next magazine will be out in early February. The team involved in putting together the 
parish magazine have agreed that we will no longer charge 25p. We would like to thank 
the generosity of the community and the ongoing advertising support in putting the 
magazine in a financially sustainable position. The Parish News will be gifting the cost 
for the foreseeable future. If anyone would like to support in other ways we would very 
much welcome some standby help for the distributors. Please don’t hesitate to contact 
Yvonne Phillips on 01761 490426 if you are interested. For further news in the wider 
parishes please visit the Bath and Wells website at www.bathandwells.org.uk.

The Benefice officers are delighted to 
announce that the new Rector of Publow 
with Pensford, Compton Dando and 
Chelwood is to be Rev. Denise Calverley. 
Denise has been acting as our interim 
priest for several months and recently 
decided to apply for the vacancy which 
arose on the retirement of Canon John 
Simpson in September 2015. She has 
already made a strong, positive  
impression on village life.
This will be Rev. Denise’s first post  
since she completed her curacy training  
as part of the ministry team based at  
St. John’s, Keynsham. Her contacts  
with the Keynsham team, who have been 
so supportive during the vacancy, are  
an added bonus. 
The Calverley family presently live in 
Saltford but will be moving into the 
Pensford Rectory as soon as arrangements 
can be made. It will be wonderful to 
welcome such a talented and engaging 
family to the area.
Denise spent her early years in the USA, 

specifically California, and there is no 
doubt that she will bring a helping of 
sunshine from that wonderful part of the 
world, so different from the Chew Valley! 
Denise is very widely travelled and has 
broad experience gained from working  
in countries as diverse as Nicaragua  
and the Philippines.
Denise comments:“I am delighted and 
privileged to take up the post of priest in the 
Benefice. My family and I are excited about 
this new phase of my ministry and becoming 
part of life in the villages of the Benefice. We 
look forward to getting to know you better!”
Arrangements are in hand for Denise’s 
formal licencing service and details of this 
will be announced as soon as possible

From the Parish Register of 

All Saints’ Publow:
Interment of Ashes
15th November - Janet McNULTY

Funeral Service and Burial
16th November - Walter BRYANT

All Saint’s Publow Christmas Church Market
Saturday 3rd December 2016, 10:00am - 2:00pm

All Saints’ Church, Publow

• Home Baking • Preserves • 
• Plants • Festive Wreaths  

• Books • Crafts • Jewellery • 
• Pottery • Cards • 
• Stocking Fillers • 

plus much more!
Christmas activities for children

Bacon Rolls and Soup
Admission fee includes  
tea/coffee and biscuit

All proceeds to All Saints’ Publow

Miles, Arwen, Richard, Scarlett and Denise Calverley

Christmas Church Services in the Benefice
December 11th Holy Communion 10:00am St. Mary’s Compton Dando
  Service of Lessons and Carols 6:00pm All Saints’ Publow
December 18th Sung Eucharist 10:00am All Saints’ Publow
  Service of Lessons and Carols 6:00pm St. Mary’s Compton Dando
December 24th Christingle Service 3:00pm All Saints’ Publow
  Midnight Mass 11:30pm All Saints’ Publow
December 25th Family Communion 9:00am St. Leonard’s Chelwood
  Family Communion 10:30am St. Mary’s Compton Dando
January 1st  Benefice Service 10:00am All Saints’ Publow

The Rector and Churchwardens invite all 
Senior Citizens associated with the Benefice to:

CHRISTMAS LUNCH on  
FRIDAY, 9th DECEMBER at 12.30pm  
at PENSFORD MEMORIAL HALL
If anyone requires a lift, please phone  

Judith Hillman 01761 490324
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Act of Remembrance
A large number of villagers assembled 
at Pensford War Memorial on Sunday, 
13th November for the Annual Act of 
Remembrance. The beautiful weather 
added to the poignancy of the occasion. 
The prayers were led by Revd. Denise 
Calverley. The names were read by Wing 
Commander (retd.) Charles Wookey. 
Janette Stephenson, Chair of the Parish 
Council, laid a wreath on behalf of the 
village, and poppies were laid by Guides 
and Cubs. The bugler played the Last Post 
before the two minutes’ silence, greatly 
helped by the careful management of 
traffic on A37 by the police. The service 
ended with Reveille on the bugle.
Afterwards, refreshments were kindly 
provided at Pensford Church Room 
by the Friends of St. Thomas a Becket 
Church Tower, and this rounded off a truly 
memorable and most appropriate event. 
It was noted that the two minutes’ silence 
was observed before 11:00am, something 
that the organisers will ensure does not 
happen again and apologise to anyone 
who was concerned by this or who arrived 
during or after the silence.

Christingle Service
The Christingle Service will be held 
at All Saints’ Publow at 3.00pm on 
Christmas Eve. We look forward to 
welcoming children with their parents and 
grandparents to take part in this annual 
celebration. The cash collection taken 
at this service will be donated to The 
Children’s Society towards their work with 
run-away, bullied and deprived children.
We look forward to seeing you. 

Caring at Christmas
The Bristol based-centre at Julian House 
is, once again, gearing up for their work 
with the homeless over Christmas.
The Benefice has supported this work 
for many years now, and we are asking 
for contributions of warm good-quality 
second-hand casual clothing, new 
underclothes and socks, donations of  
non-perishable food and cleaning 
materials. Gifts of money are also very 
welcome and cheques should be made 
payable to “Caring in Bristol”.
Please contact either Ann Hunt (490244) 
or Judith Hillman (490324) or bring your 
donations to any of our churches.  
Thank you.

Publow Church Market
On 5th November the monthly market  
in aid of All Saints’ Church raised 
£316.85. The ever popular home baking 
and preserves stall was very busy. A lovely 
selection of bright winter cyclamen sold 
well. The Traidcraft stall had Christmas 
cards and gifts as well as fair traded food 
items. 
Our regular supporters were joined by 
several new faces who were made welcome 
with coffee, biscuits and a lovely friendly 
atmosphere. 
Thanks to all who 
baked, helped and 
bought. We hope 
to see you all on 
December 3rd at 
All Saints’ Church 
for our Special 
Christmas Market.

Church News



Local Groups

07

Assisting at the Holy Communion within the Benefice
At the recent joint Parochial Church 
Council meeting, the need to revise the 
Benefice policy relating to Lay Assistance 
with Holy Communion services and taking 
communion to the housebound/care 
homes was discussed. This is sometimes 
known as ‘Chalice and Paten permission’ 
or simply ‘Assisting with Communion’. 
The regulations under which this is 
permitted were changed in 2015 by 
General Synod. The new regulations 
have been incorporated within the 
Diocese’s policy and they are now in force. 
Authorisation can be either ‘generally’ 
or ‘for the purposes of public worship’. 
(‘Generally’ is intended to include taking 
‘home communions’ to the housebound 
and ‘public worship’ means only at church 
services.) If you wish, you may volunteer 
only for public worship rather than both.
This is a sensitive and special form  
of ministry. You do not need to be actual 

members of the Church of England or  
be on our Electoral Roll. However 
volunteers need to be women and men 
in good standing and in whom the 
congregation and clergy have confidence. 
Moreover, the named persons must 
be regular communicants. In some 
circumstances, children may now assist.  
As with any pastoral role, a ‘safe 
recruitment’ process will be observed. 
Additionally, appropriate training in the 
practical and pastoral aspects of the role 
will be given before commencing.
If you are interested in helping and you 
would like to find out more about this role 
or you would like to suggest someone else 
whom you think would be suitable, please 
contact Reverend Denise Calverley  
07849 821588 dmcalverley@icloud.
com or Charles Wookey 01761 490336 
charles@wookey39.plus.com.

Cafe Church Compton Dando 
Our guest speakers will be William 
Bertram, the renowned Architect and 
Peter Harrison. They will be talking  
about ‘The Feoffees’, the medieval trust 
which for 400 years has supported  
St Mary’s Church.
The full name of the trust is The Church 
Estate of the Parish Church of Compton 
Dando. William and Peter were Chair and 
Steward, respectively, of the trust. 

The Trust was created in the early  
1500s and survived the reformation. It 
may not be unique but it is very unusual 
in having retained its independence from 
the ‘authorities’. Do come and listen to 
two experts talk about this fascinating 
historical attribute of the village. We  
start at 10:15, at St Mary’s for Coffee  
and Croissants, followed by an informal 
service at 10:30.
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Byre-design wishes !

everyone in Compton Dando!

and surrounding villages who !

have supported the practice during !

2016 a very Happy Christmas!!

!
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Logs from  
Lords Wood

Dry hardwood logs 
delivered to your home, 

ideal for open fires or 
wood burners.

Contact  
Wilson Sherborne

07887 783206
No Texts

Have Your Say
Neighbourhood Plan
Our Draft Neighbourhood Plan was 
delivered to each household in the Parish 
around the end of June, together with a 
Comments Sheet. We received comments 
from 24 households. They showed support 
for the Plan and in many cases included 
thoughtful and helpful suggestions and 
comments which helped the Steering 
Group shape the final version of the Plan. 
Thank you to everyone who replied. It is 
encouraging to see the level of support  
for our Neighbourhood Plan.

What happens now?
Our Plan was submitted to BANES  
on 20th October for a statutory period of 
consultation - it is sent to neighbouring 
Parish Councils and Local Authorities and 
organisation such as English Heritage for 
any comments. It is then examined by an 
independent Examiner.
This process takes time and it will be early 
2017 before the final stage is reached. This 
is the referendum. All registered electors 
in our Parish will be eligible to vote on 
whether to accept the Plan or not.
The process of planning and developing  
our Plan has taken 2 years. Public 
consultation on the Plan began with 
Open Days in march 2016. Our Plan is 
based on the evidence gathered from this 
consultation process.
More information is available on the  
Parish Council website - www.publow-
with-pensford-pc.gov.uk/pc where you  
can download our Plan and find out more 
about how is was developed. 

Walking Football 
Every Thursday, Walking Football  
at Chew Stoke Leisure Centre,  
4:30 - 5:30pm. £4 pay as you play, a great 
way to enjoy football at a more leisurely 
pace. No need to book, just turn up!
Thursdays: 1st Dec, 8th Dec, 15th Dec, 
5th Jan, 12th Jan, 19th Jan, 26th Jan.

Christmas Concert

Better than 
Chocolate

Ladies Choir
will be joined by

Men of Chew Choir
for their annual  

Christmas Concert on

Sunday 18th December 7.00pm
at Publow All Saints’ Church

Tickets priced £6.00  
(under 16 £3.00)

To include wine/orange juice  
and mince pie.

Tickets available: 
betterthanchocolatechoir@gmail.com

07970 043026
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Chew Valley  
Gardening Society
Our next meeting will be held on 
Thursday 12th January, when Mary 
Payne will be talking about “Herbaceous 
Borders”. Mary, Somerset’s celebrated 
horticulturalist, lecturer and garden 
designer, is a double Chelsea and 
Hampton Court gold medal winner. She  
is a no nonsense gardener and is sure to 
give an entertaining presentation. There 
will also be a competition for the best 
display of “3 Different Evergreen Stems”. 
We aim to provide an interesting and 
informative range of talks and activities 
for those interested in gardening, whether 
a beginner or experienced. New members 
and visitors are always welcome at our 
meetings, which close with tea or coffee, 
giving you a chance to chat with  
gardening friends, old and new. Please 
come along to the Old Schoolroom in 
Chew Magna on the second Thursday 
each month, at 8:00pm. 
Full details of the programme for 2017 
are shown on the Society’s website www.
chewvalleygardeningsociety.org.uk.

Hub in a Pub -  
Gadget Busters 
Wednesday 14th Dec, 11th Jan and 25th 
Jan, 1.30-3.30pm - at The Stoke Inn, 
Chew Stoke. £3 per session. You don’t 
need to book, just turn up. 
This is an opportunity to drop into our 
friendly and informal group, and receive 
help and advice from our volunteers with 
using your IT “gadgets”, including phones, 
cameras, iPads or tablets and computers. 
Learning some basic IT skills allows people 
to keep up communication with family 
and friends who may be a long way away, 
as well as keeping up to date with what’s 
going on in their community.
Technology can open a whole new world 
for so many people. One man in his 80s 
was really thrilled to be able to log onto 
Google Earth, to see pictures of the airfield 
in France where he was based during 
the war and to read war diaries. Other 
attendees have learned how to order their 
shopping online, book tickets for events 
and even open social media accounts.

Chew Valley Wildlife Group
The “Chew Valley: Wildlife Habitats” 
On Thursday 26th January by Rupert Higgins in Chew Magna Millennium Hall, 
7:45pm. Admission £2.50; Season ticket available.
A look at some of the special places of this rich area, the plants and animals that they 
support and how they can be protected. Rupert is a consultant ecologist who carries out 
plant and animal surveys for organisations including Natural England and Bristol Water. 
He has co-authored books on the natural history of the area and has a wide range of 
natural history interests. Rupert was previously vice-chair of the Avon Wildlife Trust.
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Diary
December 2016
Fri 2nd Nativity Walk, Pensford Lock Up, 5:30pm
Sat 3rd Special Christmas Market, All Saints’ Publow, 10:00am - 2:00pm
Sun 4th Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 10:00am,  
 Café Church, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 10:15am
Mon 5th Tea Time Madness, Pensford Primary School, 3:15 - 4:45pm 
 Pensford Local History Talk, Church Rooms, 7:30pm
Fri 9th Benefice Christmas Lunch, Pensford Memorial Hall, 12:30pm
Sun 11th  Holy Communion, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 10:00am,  

Service of Lessons and Carols, All Saints’ Publow, 6:00pm 
Mon 12th Pensford Tennis Club Quiz Night, The Rising Sun, Pensford, 8:00pm 
 W.I. Meeting, Pensford Memorial Hall, 7:30pm
Tues 13th Pensford Primary School Carol Service, All Saints’ Publow, 6:00pm
Wed 14th Hub in a Pub - Gadget Busters, The Stoke Inn, Chew Stoke 1:30-3:30pm 
Sun 18th  Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 10:00am,  

Service of Lessons and Carols, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 6:00pm 
Better than Chocolate/Men of Chew Annual Christmas Concert,  
Publow All Saints’ Church, 7:00pm 

Sat 24th Christingle Service, All Saints’ Publow, 3:00pm,  
 Midnight Mass, All Saints’ Publow, 11:30pm 
Sun 25th Family Communion, St. Leonard’s Chelwood, 9:00am 
 Family Communion, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 10:30am 

January 2017
Sun 1st Benefice Service, All Saints’ Publow, 10:00am 
Sun 8th Holy Communion, St.Mary’s Compton Dando, 10:00am
Mon 9th W.I. Meeting, Pensford Memorial Hall, 7:30pm 
 Pensford Local History Talk, Church Rooms, 7:30pm 
 Pensford Tennis Club Quiz Night,  
 The Rising Sun, Pensford, 8:00pm
Wed 11th Hub in a Pub - Gadget Busters, The Stoke Inn,  
 Chew Stoke 1:30 - 3:30pm 
Thurs 12th  Chew Valley Gardening Society, Old Schoolroom,  

Chew Magna, 8:00pm
Sun 15th Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 10:00am 
 Evensong, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 6:00pm

Diary
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January 2017 Cont.
Mon 16th U3A Mary Mead talk on Yeo Valley Yogurt, Ubley Village Hall, 10:00am
Sun 22nd Holy Communion, St. Leonard’s Chelwood, 10:00am 
 Evensong, All Saints’ Publow, 6:00pm
Mon 23rd Tea Time Madness, Pensford Primary School, 3:15 - 4:45pm
Wed 25th Inner Wheel Annual Tea Party, Pensford Memorial Hall, 2:15pm 
 Hub in a Pub - Gadget Busters, The Stoke Inn, Chew Stoke 1:30-3:30pm
Thur 26th Chew Wildlife Group, Chew Magna Millennium Hall, 7:45pm
Sun 29th  Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 10:00am

February 2017
Sat 4th Rok the Stones Trail Marathon, Stanton Drew Village Hall, 8:30pm
Tues 7th Memorial Hall AGM, Pensford Memorial Hall, 7:00pm

Date for your diary
30th April Pensford 10k, Pensford Memorial Hall, 11am
14th May  Garden Fete in aid of Publow Church bells renovation, Parsonage Farm, 

Parsonage Lane, Publow 2:00-5:00pm
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U3A
Ubley Parish Hall
U3A Meetings are held on the third 
Monday of each month. Our meetings 
start at 10:00 am with refreshments, 
Notices are given out at 10:30 am, and  
the Speaker begins at about 10:40 am.
Membership of Chew Valley U3A is  
£10 per annum but if you just wish to 
come to listen to a particular speaker  
the cost is £2.50.
Tony Griffiths will be entertaining us  
on 19th December with his Magic Show, 
which will be followed with a Christmas 
drink and a few nibbles.
Our first speaker in the New Year will  
be Mary Mead, who will be known to 
many of you. She will be giving us a talk 
about the Beginnings and History of Yeo 
Valley Yoghurt on 16th January.
These meetings will be both entertaining 
and interesting, so save the dates in your 
diary and come and join us - you will be 
very welcome.
For more information visit our website at 
chewvalleyU3A.org.uk

“Extend” exercise class
Every Wednesday - “Extend” exercise class 
at the Chew Stoke Methodist Hall 12:30-
1:00pm £3 per session. This is a fun and 
gentle exercise session for older people, 
including standing and seated exercises. 
Please call Ketyn on 01225 484510 for 
more information or to book your place.
Wednesdays: 7th Dec, 14th Dec,  
11th Jan, 18th Jan, 25th Jan.

Inner Wheel
Annual Tea party
The Inner Wheel Club of Chelwood 
Bridge will be holding its annual tea party 
for all senior citizens who would like to 
come along.
It will be taking place on Wednesday 
January 25th at Pensford Memorial Hall , 
starting at 2:15pm
Besides tea, sandwiches and cakes,  
there will also be games and a raffle.
If you do not have any means of getting 
there, but would like to come, transport 
can be arranged.
If you would like a lift and / or would like 
to find out more, please ring Mary on 
01275 333662, or Linda on 01761 419328.
Please also ring one of those numbers  
if you would like to come along, so  
that we have an idea of numbers  
wishing to attend.

Rok the Stones  
Trail Marathon 
Just a reminder that the Rok the Stones 
trail marathon through Publow with 
Pensford and Compton Dando takes place 
on Saturday 4 February 2017. Please look 
out for the runners and offer them your 
encouragement - they will be in our area 
betweem 8:30am and midday. See  
www.tensheds.co.uk for details.
If you are willing to act as a marshal and 
be part of the friendly support team, please 
contact Phil Townshend on 01761 490958 
or phil@philtownshend.co.uk



Local Groups

19

You can view this newsletter and any previous versions online at:  
www.publow-with-pensford-pc.gov.uk

Cam Valley 4th Arts Trail line up  
proved to be another brilliant event  
taking place across 8 venues in village 
halls, churches, studios, and schools in  
the villages throughout the Cam Valley 
over the first weekend of November.  
The weather was kind to the Arts Trail,  
if it was a little chilly!
Whilst both days proved busy, Sunday 
brought a surge in numbers with some 
venues reporting very busy periods 
between 1pm & 4pm! Unsurprisingly 
with a brilliant line up of 44 artists and 
crafts people exhibiting across the venues 
in Cam Valley the Trail continued its 
contribution to supporting artists in the 
region and providing opportunities for 
local communities to try their hand, for 
free, at new arts and crafts.
Artists and crafters were amazed at how 
many people wanted to ask questions 
about their working processes with many 
offering their own ideas. Cam Valley Arts 
Trail Group aims to make art accessible to 
everyone in the community by bringing 
artists together to sell and exhibit their 
work where visitors can purchase original 
local art and get to know the artists.
Judi Gough, from Wells, commented  
after her visit: “I love talking to the artists 
and crafts people and enjoy being able to see 
and support local artists. The Cam Valley 
Trail has a superb standard.” 

There was plenty of entertainment for 
younger visitors with free workshops 
and demonstrations at all venues. All 
activities were well attended with children 
participating in a range of painting, 
drawing, print-making, batik, collage, 
spinning, calligraphy, photography,  
felting, and more.
This year the local primary school children 
had the opportunity to get up close and 
personal with a piece of artwork loaned by 
a Cam Valley artist, and explore the ideas 
that came from the piece in their poems, 
stories, dance, and own artwork. These 
finished works were on display over the 
weekend together with the original piece 
and there certainly were some superb 
interpretations.
The Arts Trail team would like to thank 
the people of Cam Valley, their volunteers, 
the artists, the community organisations 
providing refreshments, their business 
supporters and their sponsors - Artwork 
Creations, Meltone Gallery, Swan 
Artworks, Wellsway Chiropractic Clinic, 
Clutton Parish Council, and  
High Littleton Parish Council. 
Anyone interested in finding out  
more about next year’s trail, which  
takes place on 4th & 5th Nov 2017,  
and the February and April events,  
visit www.camvalleyartstrail.co.uk.

Art Trail Triumph for Cam Valley Group
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Every Tuesday  
9.45am - 11.45am at Pensford Memorial Hall 
£3 per family. Babies welcome!
Contact Lisbeth Taylerson on 07970 516255  
or email pensfordtoddlers@outlook.com  
for more information.

First  
session  

free

Pensford Tennis Club
Our Tennis Club Race Night on  
Saturday 12th November in the Memorial 
Hall was a great success. The whole 
evening went smoothly and there was 
a lovely friendly atmosphere - everyone 
cheered on their horse and took 
disappointment in their stride- after all 
only one horse can win! The success of 
the evening was largely due to Dave and 
Tracey Lewis who set up the races and ran 
the Tote - Dave being a natural compere 
kept the evening moving along nicely. 
Together with the Tennis Club committee 
selling the tickets, running a good bar 
and providing tasty sandwiches the event 
raised over £1,300. A big thanks goes 
to everyone who came along to support 
the evening - the money raised is going 
towards the refurbishment of the courts.

With Andy Murray now currently the new 
No.1 World Tennis Player, here at Pensford 
Tennis Club we are trying to do our bit to 
bring on the next generation of winners! 
Dan Church, our coach, is running a very 
comprehensive coaching programme 
covering beginners through to advanced 
players. Currently Dan is promoting his 
Bootcamp sessions which are held on 
Thursday evenings 6:45 - 7:45pm at the 
Club - see below. 
Coaching is open to non-members as well 
as members and details can be found on our 
website www.pensfordtennisclub.co.uk. 
Dan’s contact number is 07738 081652. For 
those who might not know that Pensford 
has tennis courts with floodlights you can 
find them behind the Pensford Memorial 
Hall on Publow Lane, BS39 4HW. 
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School Highlights

Sporting Success
We would like to thank all the children  
and adults involved in facilitating our 
two off-site sporting events: Football for 
Otter and Kingfisher and Benchball for 
Year 2. Both events went very well, with 
the football team reaching the quarter-
finals and now being one win away from 
representing ‘Small Schools’ in the area.

Remembrance 
We had a lovely Remembrance Assembly  
at which all the children truly demonstrated 
their commitment to our value of Respect 
during our 2-minute silence at 11am. They 
were very respectful throughout, in fact and 
it was heart-warming to hear 3 Year 6 girls 
take the lead in our singing. Thank-you to 
Jessica, Anna and Georgina for that and to 
Lily for bringing her treasured medals that 
once belonged to her great-grandfather.

Twitter 
We are experimenting with a re-launch 
of our Twitter account as another way of 
allowing you to keep in touch with what is 
happening in school. You can follow us:  
@PensfordPrimary if you like.

Christmas Concert. 
This will involve all the pupils in an 
evening of songs and readings at Publow 
Church and will include a short nativity 
play led by Dragonfly class. The teachers 
have been busy putting the final touches 
to the plans and rehearsals will begin next 
week. We hope that all of you will be able 
to join us on Tuesday 13 December at 6pm 
at the church for this event.

Thank-you too for all the contributions to 
Children in Need. The school looked very 
colourful with so many children dressed 
brightly and in their ‘spotty’ outfits. 
Altogether we raised £91.30.
We are aware that already this year we 
have asked parents to contribute to 
a number of causes: The Roald Dahl 
Charity, the Poppy Appeal and Children 
in Need, as well as donations made 
through the Dragonfly class food festival 
and the cake sale in aid of MacMillan 
Nurses. We have been asked whether 
we will also be taking part in ‘Christmas 
Jumper Day’ on the last day of term, in aid 
of Save the Children. Because we have 
already held the several charity events 
mentioned above, we will not be running 
this particular event as well - particularly 
because it could involve a relatively 
expensive purchase of a jumper per 
child. However, in the spirit of Christmas 
we will hold a non-uniform day on 
Wednesday 14th December on which NO 
DONATIONS are requested. This will 
coincide with our Christmas lunch so  
for those who love their Christmas 
jumpers, this will be an opportunity  
to wear yours in school!
Mr Barton  
Headteacher

Pensford Primary School Publow Church Bells Renovation
The bells at All Saints’ Publow have often 
been referred to as one of the best peal 
of six bells in Somerset, and when you 
consider that there are over 300 towers  
it is quite a statement.
Currently the bells are safe, but are 
showing signs of wear and tear. The last 
major work carried out on the bells was 
over 30 years ago when the mains  
bearings were replaced.
What we are hoping to achieve with 
this renovation is to upgrade all the bell 
fittings, many of which are over 110 years 
old. This will enable the bells to ring out 
well into the future.
The estimate we have received for this 
work is £30,000.00.
If you would like to come and see for 
yourself, the tower will be open at the 
Christmas Church Market on Saturday 

3rd December 2016, 10:00am - 2:00pm 
and also on Sunday 14th May 2017, 
2:00pm - 5:00pm when we are holding a 
Garden Fete at Parsonage Farm, Parsonage 
Lane, Publow in aid of Publow Church 
bells renovation.
On Saturday 4th February 2017 Dawn 
Wells, Tower Captain Compton Dando, 
will be running in the “ROK the Stones 
Trail Marathon” - a demanding 3 loop route 
around the Chew Valley. You can sponsor 
her @ Just Giving All Saints’ Publow in 
aid of Publow Church bells renovation.
Any financial support you can give 
towards this worthy cause would be  
greatly appreciated in order that the  
bells are maintained and preserved for 
future generations.
Stephen Rogers 
Tower Captain All Saints’ Publow

Pensford Local History 
Our next talk will be held on Monday  
5th December starting at 7:30pm when 
Adrian Tuddenham will speak on the 
Somerset Coal Canal and the restoration 
of the Paulton Basin. All welcome to 
attend at the Church Room. 
On January 9th our local historian of 
village life, Robert Bailey, will be talking 
about Pensford Colliery which will be 
richly illustrated with his wonderful 
photograph collection.

In November Dr Andrew Swift talked 
about the history of pubs and beer houses 

including a tour of hostelries in North-East 
Somerset. The Beerhouse Act of 1830 led 
to the opening of thousands of small beer 
houses across the country as it allowed 
anyone to open a beer house on payment 
of a 2 guinea licence fee. Andrew brought 
us to the present day with the decline in 
the number of pubs and the battles some 
communities now face in trying to keep 
their local pubs in the face of pressures 
to convert these often historic and lovely 
buildings into housing.
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The Friends of the Tower
The Friends of the Tower, Pensford,  
would like to take this opportunity to thank 
the Rev. Denise Calverley for the suggestion 
of providing refreshments for the villagers 
following the Service of Remembrance  
at the War Memorial on Sunday the  
13th November.
This was the first time recently that  
such an arrangement had been organised 
and for all those who were there it was a 
most enjoyable time and a chance to meet 
together after what is a special moment in 
the lives of those who wish to remember 
together.
Therefore, thank you again Denise for this 
suggestion, without you this, or the Service 
at the Memorial would not have happened 
and thank you for all you have done for the 
villages in your time here.
Our thanks also go to the Miner’s Coffee 
Shop for the cakes, the Post Office for their 
support and not forgetting all those who 
helped in various ways.

Litter Pick
A big thank you to all who were involved. 
An amazing amount of rubbish was 
collected and our villages look much better.
We hope to continue doing this more 
regularly and are looking at having our 
own equipment available. We shall keep 
you informed of this once we are more 
organised.
With many thanks, Janette Stephenson, 
Publow with Pensford Parish Council.
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You are invited to an evening of festivities & fundraising 
to raise money for the restoration of the lovely cast iron 
finger posts in the Parish.

December 4th, 6-8pm 
The Grange, Belluton, 
http://thegrangebelluton.co.uk
£10 per head
First Glass of wine free, donations for a second!!

All welcome! Drinks & finger food for adults, bring your 
own picnic for little ones. 

Finger posts are an important part of our local history, 
they date from the first part of the twentieth century 
when motoring was in it’s early days. Somerset was one 
of only two counties not to destroy its finger posts at 
the outset of WWII. There are several in the Parish; they 
are a historical asset worth preserving for both the local 
community & visitors to the area.

We are hoping to raise money for the full restoration 
of the posts by appealing for donations from the local 
community. Please return the slip below, with your 
payment or donation, to:

Meg Thomas
The Grange, Belluton, BS39 4JJ
01761 490 327

Janette Stephenson
Chair, Publow with Pensford Parish Council
Mill House, Woollard, BS39 4HX
01761 490352

     www.facebook.com/PensfordFingerPostRestoration

FESTIVITIES & FUNDRAISING 
FOR FINGER POSTS

Yes, I would like to attend the fundraising evening

I cannot attend the fundraising evening but enclose a donation
Cheques made payable to Publow with Pensford Parish Council

FESTIVITIES & FUNDRAISING FOR FINGER POSTS

Name:
Address:

Phone:
Email:

If you supply your email address we can keep you informed of forthcoming events and fundraising 
progressing. If you do not wish to be kept informed tick here: 



Bath and North East Somerset Council
Chelwood - Jeremy Sparkes 01761 453562
Compton Dando - Miss S Davis 
01761 472356
Publow- Mr P May 01761 452223

B&NES Information Switchboard
01225 477000

Benefice Mother’s Union
Enrol. Member - Anne Hall 01761 490653

Bristol Airport (Noise Concerns)
01275 473799

Chelwood Parish Council
Chair - Mr P Sherborne 01761 490586

Chelwood Village Hall
Bookings - Mr Pat Harrison 01761 490218

Chew Valley Gardening Society
Liz Heaford 01761 490271

Compton Dando CA
Chair - Hannah Maggs 07950 106943
Secretary - Liz Stanbury 01761 490487

Compton Dando Parish Council
Chair - Dawn Drury 07584710130
Clerk - Susan Smith 07746930582 or email 
clerk@comptondando-parishcouncil.org.uk

Compton Dando Parish Hall
Bookings - Mrs Fox 01761 490955

Marksbury & District Playgroup
Leader - Joanne Groves 01761 479449

Pensford Evergreens
Robert Bailey 01761 490639

Pensford Football
Steve Harrison 07891 635661

Pensford Golf Society
Chair - David Parnell 01761 490888

Pensford Gospel Hall
Roy Hill 01275 332475

Pensford Guides
Rachael Dando 01761 490663

Pensford Ladies Group
Penny Cross 01275 333823

Pensford Local History Group
Therese Tyson 01761 490670

Pensford Memorial Hall
Chair - Peter Moore
Bookings - 0790 040 7695 or email 
pensfordhallbookings@hotmail.co.uk

Pensford Neighbourhood Watch
Coordinator - Chris James 01761 490392

Pensford School
Headteacher - Mr Warrick Barton  
01761 490470
Chair of Governors - Jim Crouch 

Pensford Tennis Club
Secretary - Alison Patey 01275 832201

Pensford Toddlers Group
Lisbeth Taylerson 07970 516255

Pensford with Publow WI
President - Mrs S Baber 01179 869493

Police Community Support Officers
Mr Martyn Bragg 101

Publow Parish Council
Chair - Mrs Janette Stephenson  
01761 490352 
Clerk - Mrs J Bragg 01275 333549

Rotary Club
Tony Quinn 01761 419328

Stanton Drew & Pensford Playgroup
Leader - Lynne Willmott 07515 712545

Village Agent
Ken Webb 01275 333700

Parish News Team
Editor - Miriam Laslett - 01761 492516
Designer - Victoria Spicer 01761 492559
Treasurer - Kate Matthews 01275 891275
Head distributor - Yvonne Phillips  
01761 490426
Main distributors: Woollard - Mary Rogers, 
Compton Dando - Pam Cole & Fiona Greg-
Smith, Chelwood - Jacky Young

Email the Parish News Team at 
pensford@gmail.com

The deadline for February 
submissions is the 16th January

Directory of Local Organisations

Items in this Magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the Rector and PCC.




