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December 1 
Christmas, or rather preparation for it has 
begun for this is Advent Sunday. After our 
usual Morning Services here we went to join 
Paula and family in Trinity College Cambridge 
tonight for the Advent Carol Service. 
Marvellous singing just lifting us from earth for 
an hour or so.

December 8 
There are just a few things that go on in 
Chelwood church which draw a decent sized 
congregation, and the Silver Tree Service 
is one. Well over 200 gifts were brought to 
church to be distributed this Christmas to 
some of the elderly people and the housebound 
in this area.

December 12
 Now Carols have begun in earnest. Remember 
the days when churches refused to sing carols 
before Christmas Eve? Tonight we went to 
Kingston Seymour for the North Somerset 
Agricultural Society’s Carol Service. It is a 
charming little church, packed out by the 
farming community in the area and Lessons 
and Carols by Candle-light which I had been 
asked to conduct. The Vicar very generously 
gave way and let me carry on, even asking if I 
would give a brief impromptu address. Fortified 
by a little mulled cider (a new experience) 
which I was able to enjoy because I wasn’t 
driving, we came home. To think that in my 
pub life in the 50’s I had many times witnessed 
men and women barely able to stand managing 
to get to their cars and drive home. Don’t 
drink and drive seems eminently sensible.

December 16
 I thought that the Pensford School Carol 
Service this evening in All Saints was the best 
ever. People have responded to my suggestion 
that we decorate the church with angels and 
already very many are beginning to adorn the 

place. To be honest I’m not sure what I believe 
about angels, especially the winged sort, but at 
root it is a good and poetic way of saying that 
an angel is a messenger of God. Like you and 
me, I hope, for we should carry messages of 
hope and love.

December 23 
We had planned to go to Hyde Park to be 
with the children, but the weather decided 
otherwise. Having pre-paid for our rail journey 
(via Salisbury) considerable time was taken 
filling in forms to get our money back. Over an 
hour in a queue at Temple Meads at least gave 
the opportunity to witness other people trying 
to cope with frustration and anger. We do 
not deal easily with disruption. I wonder how 
Joseph and Mary felt when they were looking 
for B & B two thousand years ago.

December 26
 Now’s the time to reflect upon the huge 
support given in each of the churches to all our 
Christmas Services. I hope that people found 
them to have been meaningful acts of worship 
and that they had worshipped God and been 
strengthened by it. To celebrate today, having 
said goodbye to our Christmas guests, we 
motored to the Forest of Dean for a good walk 
with the dogs, ending up beside Tintern Abbey 
for a meal.

January 2 
I am not sure that a trip to London so soon 
after Christmas is a good idea. But the family, 
or some of them, wanted to meet in Hyde 
Park to see Winter Wonderland. So we made 
our deferred visit. Never again, for apart from 
falling headlong into the mud of the Park 
and walking around covered from head to 
toe in muck, it was not exactly my idea of 
wonderland. A visit to Hamleys in Regent 
Street did not revive my spirits either.... 

...continued next page
Front cover image: Many thanks to Lisbeth Holwell of Pensford for her photo of  
Chelwood Church. Submit your picture of one of our parish churches and see it appear as our 
front cover image. Simply send a jpeg, including your name and address to pensford@gmail.com

Leaves from the Rector’s Diary



Keep up with local events and information online at: 
www.publow-with-pensford-pc.gov.uk 
www.comptondando-parishcouncil.org.uk

Thanks to Pauline 
Dedicated work for over 20 years
Pauline stepped down from editing this magazine at the end of 2013 after well over 
20 years “under the green vizor”. She has never failed to collect the magazine articles 
and advertisements from a huge number of more or less willing contributors – many 
of whom have only a limited appreciation of the pressures of publishing deadlines. She 
has built her own computer publishing programme and generated a very strong image 
for the magazine. With the organisational skills of Yvonne Phillips and an army of local 
distributors, the magazine reaches every house in the three parishes ten times a year. 
Over the years the magazine has generated significant sums for the upkeep of our 
beautiful churchyards and for children’s activities. Whilst responsibility now passes to 
a new generation with Adele Balzan and Victoria Spicer, Pauline continues to make a 
huge contribution to the local communities, taking over as Lady Captain at Saltford 
Golf Club. Hopefully, she and David will find a little more time to enjoy the sunshine 
from their Mediterranean holiday home – from where the magazine has often been 
produced. Thank you so much Pauline – the Parishes are planning a suitable occasion 
to mark your retirement. 

Firstly Happy New Year to all and what a start to the year! 
Victoria Spicer and I have offered to take over from Pauline as 
Designer & Editor of the magazine and suddenly the enormity of 
the task has begun to hit us! It is amazing what Pauline has done, 
virtually single-handedly, over the past 7 years and I only hope we 
are able to step into her shoes, with a seamless transition! 
To give you some background about us, we are two (not so young!) 
working mums, each with two young children. We have a Design 
and Marketing background, so we might bring a slightly different 
approach to the magazine.
We really hope we meet your expectations and you enjoy reading 
the magazine - we are looking forward to keeping the community 
up to date with what is happening! Send your events, news and 
feedback to pensford@gmail.com, we would love to hear your 
thoughts and comments.
With best wishes, Adele Balzan

Editors Welcome

Adele Balzan Editor

Victoria Spicer Designer

Continued...
...Seeing the crowds celebrating reminded me 
of my text for Midnight Mass: “Take Christ out 
of Christmas and you are left with M and S”. 
But “The Word became Flesh” – that is Jesus 
entered human life as we do, was “incarnated”, 
meaning that he shared our experiences: all of 
them, except old age.

January 12 
With five people celebrating their 90th 
birthday at this time, and a sixth now into his 
99th year, it seemed appropriate to celebrate 
years in Compton Dando this morning. Many 
came; we heard sang some popular hymns, 
heard Dick’s wonderful testimony and prayed. 
Cake and coffee ended a very appropriate 
act of praise. I mentioned in my address that 
most people under 50 have never had any 
meaningful engagement with the Church and 

we ask what we can do to redress the balance. 
Canon David Winter has just published a book 
about Ageing* and he says that today “The 
Church of England is Saga at prayer.” Not 
everywhere; many churches are addressing the 
opportunities of presenting Jesus as a living 
reality and guide.
* At the End of the Day. Enjoying Life in the 
Departure Lounge

As this is my first contribution of “Leaves” 
under the new editorship of the Magazine, 
I cannot let the occasion pass in thanking 
Pauline for all she has done in producing 
our Monthly mag. She has done a splendid 
job and we wish Adele and her team well as 
they carry on with this important means of 
communication in our villages. Canon John

Leaves from the Rector’s Diary



Every Tuesday 
9.45am - 11.45am 
Pensford Memorial Hall 
£2 per adult, children free 
Contact Sara for more information on  
01761 451561

First  
session  

free

Mendip DFAS Lectures
Mary Magdalene: 
a woman much maligned?
4th February 2014
The Rt.Revd. Christopher Herbert 
MPhil PhD
Until recently Bishop of St. Albans and 
a member of the House of Lords. He 
has lectured at the Courtauld Institute, 
Westminster Abbey, King`s College, 
London, and the University of Rikkyo in 
Japan. Meetings are held in the Westex 
Suite at the Bath and West Showground, 
commencing at 10:30 for 11:00. 
If you wish to attend, please contact  
Tony Lane on 01749 670652

Silver Tree Service 
St Leonards hold a special service
This service was held on the 8th 
December at St Leonards to collect 
Christmas gifts for those who would be 
alone and lonely during the festive season. 
We would like to thank everyone who 
contributed so generously to this appeal. 
The gifts were distributed by Curo at a 
special Christmas Dinner and were greatly 
appreciated, as much for the thought as 
the gift itself. 
Ann Sherborne and Don Weston 
(Churchwardens)

Church News & Events

St. Mary’s Christmas Cracker
Once again, a tremendous success, raising nearly £600 for the Church and charities. A 
huge thank you goes out to everybody who helped bring the evening together. The BBQ 
was the most successful yet, thanks to the catering skills of Ben & Mike, with Clive & 
Lorna providing festive beverages & mince pies (together taking in excess of £150). 
The bottle tombola was high in the takings league (thanks to Richard & Jenny) with 
the polar bear on the door (Noreen in a onesie!) a close second collecting over £200 
between them. The takings league, however, was topped by Joy’s floral decorations stall, 
putting over £130 into the flower fund’s coffers - well done to all the Church flower 
arrangers! Ron and Mervyn did splendid work shifting large quantities of books & toys 
and arranging for the left overs to be taken to charity shops in Keynsham. 
We were able to welcome Marina and Jenny selling their own craft goods, Vivien on 
cards and Peter raising awareness for distressed donkeys (or was it goats?). The cake 
stall sold out early as usual allowing Catherine and Sarah to find time to put their feet 
up as the evening unfolded. The crackers (made by Julia) were being fought over before 
the evening even started, so they were auctioned to the highest bidder (a fantastic and 
generous £55). Stall holder’s spirits were kept up by Alice on teas - much appreciated!
Finally - it was an honour to welcome a slightly limping (but sober) Father Christmas 
(slipped on the ice apparently) with his helper (carer?) Rachael the reindeer.
Many thanks to everybody (and that includes you, Fiona) for helping to set up and 
take down afterwards. The Church was looking at its best and it was heart warming  
to see it so full of people. Steve Rendell. 

“A Celebration of Years” 
at St. Mary’s Compton Dando
What a lovely service it was. Canon John had 
very kindly arranged this service for the 90 or 
nearly 90 year olds in the Benefice and for one 
amazing, lovely gentleman who is some years 
ahead of that.
We all enjoyed the service very much and also the 
follow up of birthday cake and coffee, served by 
the ladies of Compton Dando church. Such warm 
and friendly hospitality was much appreciated. 
Certainly it was an event to be remembered. 
A big thank you to everyone concerned in 
making this a very happy occasion for all of us. 
Golden Oldies

Church News & Events



All Saints’ Market
December Report
The final market for the year was 
extremely busy and enjoyable. The 
fantastic sum of £449 was raised to boost 
the General Fund at All Saints’.
Grateful thanks to everyone who cooked 
and baked, knitted and sewed and to all 
who came and bought. It was a great start 
to the Christmas festivities in the Benefice.
The raffle raised a further £113, the 
hamper being won by Noreen Busby and 
the Christmas cake by Jo Bamford.
Our next event will be on Saturday,  
1st February when we look forward  
to seeing everyone again.

Pensford with Publow W.I.
Sylvia welcomed members to the January 
meeting and the start of another year. 
She was pleased to welcome three new 
members. Unfortunately, we have had to 
say goodbye to Sheila Rice who has moved 
to Bristol. Avril was thanked for her table 
arrangement which contained various 
pretty plants including snowdrops, making 
us think that Spring is not too far away. 
One birthday card was presented. The 
usual business was conducted.
There was an invitation to take part in 
a ‘Bowls Taster Day’ to be held in Chew 
Stoke. This has been arranged by the 
Federation, as are many of the activities 
throughout the year.
Our speaker this month was Alan Hays, a 
retired policeman, who gave an interesting 
account of his journey from a young cadet 
after leaving school at 16. He told of the 
life of a policeman in the 1960’s, with 
many amusing anecdotes. 
The February meeting will be a ‘hands 
on’ craft activity. We are always looking to 
increase our numbers and would welcome 
ladies to come along and ‘try us’.

Compton Dando Church Estate Trust
Grants for Young People and Hardship
The Compton Dando Church Estate Trust 
is a registered charity which for over 400 
years has helped to maintain St Mary’s 
church building, as well as providing some 
funds for schooling and those in need in 
the parish of St. Mary’s. It is managed by 
local Trustees, called the Feoffees.
The Feoffees have decided to offer 
grants each year for young people who 
have a home address within the parish, 
are aged 16 years or over and who are 
engaged in further or higher education, 
apprenticeships or other formal training 
schemes. These grants are intended to 
help meet expenses which support the 
study or training being undertaken, such 
as extra equipment, travel, books etc. 
The amount of the grant will depend on 
the number of applicants and the merit 

of the application, but may typically be 
around £100. Applications will close 23rd 
March 2014 and grants will be notified the 
following month.
To apply for a grant, please write a letter to 
the Feoffees explaining how a grant would 
help your study or training, and send to:-
David Brunskill Steward to the Trustees 
High Morrow, Bathford Hill, Compton 
Dando BS39 4LD or ring 01761 490449 
for further information.
This Trust now incorporates the Jerome 
Harvey Trust, which provided financial 
help to relieve real hardship in the parish. 
Information about any such present cases 
of hardship would be very welcome for 
consideration by the Trustees. Please 
notify the Steward, as above.

The Children’s Society
Christingle service
The Children’s Society has benefited 
from a generous £234.90 which was the 
collection taken at the Christingle Service 
on Christmas Eve. A packed church took 
part in the traditional carols and a number 
of children helped build the crib scene 
while listening to the Christmas story. In 
addition, the Brownies contributed with 
readings and prayers. A Christingle was 
then given to each child. Thank you to 
Canon John and Reverend Sue for a most 
enjoyable service.

Caring At Christmas
The sum of £177.15 has been sent to 
Caring at Christmas as a result of the 
cash collection from the Midnight 
Service. In addition, two deliveries of 
donated good quality clothing were 
made. Caring at Christmas reported that 
donations this year were very slow in 
coming in, but had improved in the last 
few days before Christmas.
Grateful thanks to all in the Benefice 
who contributed. 
Ann and Richard Hunt 

Publow Church Coffee 
Morning & Market
Saturday 1st February,  

Church Rooms Pensford,  
10am - 11.30am

 • HOME BAKING • NEW 
SEASON MARMALADE • BRING 

& BUY • BOOKS •
Admission 50p to include coffee and biscuit. 
Proceeds towards All Saints’ General Fund

Church News & Events Church News & Events



Church News

Seeking justice is ‘absolutely  
central’ to Christian faith 
Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury 
 
 

When Christians speak in public about community flourishing or about justice, 
there’s always someone who will pop up and ask why we’re sticking our noses in, as 
if these things were miles away from the proper concerns of Christianity. 
Recently there have been the issues of money and credit unions and power costs 
of which the church has spoken. Stick to God, we are told. So we do, and we find 
Jesus saying: Love God, love neighbour. 
The common good of the community and justice are absolutely central to what it 
means to be a Christian. They flow from the love of Jesus on the Cross, offering 
salvation, enabling justice and human freedom. 
Loving God and loving our neighbour go together like the warp and the weft of 
a piece of fabric. They hold each other in place and together can be strong, and 
beautiful, and adaptable, for any number of uses. 
But each without the other would be disconnected strands. When we weave 
them together in our life as people of God, we open up a range of possibilities that 
can make a real difference. Possibilities that can transform lives and transform 
communities. 
That is our calling. We don’t speak about common good and justice because we 
think we have some automatic right to be heard, but because loving our neighbour 
places responsibilities upon us. 
We have responsibilities to act, to do what we can to make a difference, to work for 
our neighbour’s flourishing, to bring justice. We have responsibilities to speak, even 
when it might be easier to stay quiet, to point to injustice and to challenge others 
to join us in righting it. 
It shouldn’t come as a surprise to anyone that the Church is part of the solution 
for building community blessing at local level – although I suspect that it might be 
questioned by some. 
We need the imagination to see where we can do more. And we need to be rooted 
in that vision God has set out for us, of welfare and of justice. It is the common 
good and justice that transforms our communities. 
Taken from the Archbishop of Canterbury’s speech at the Church Urban Fund Tackling 
Poverty Together conference, London 
For the full speech please visit www.archbishopofcanterbury.org 
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An initial visit to discuss  

your project and talk you 

through the design,  

planning permission and  

building control process  

is completely free

Ask for a brochure  

to be e-mailed to you

Steve Rendell
B.A(Hons), B.Arch (Nottm)  

01761 490419

Cottage Extension!

Compton Dando
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Architects Registration Board

 Your Local Architect

Local News

Pensford Nativity 
A big thank you...
...to all the people who helped make the 
Pensford Nativity a reality this festive 
season. To the people who provided the 
settings and electricity, the props, the 
clothes and the financial support required 
to produce the maquettes, not to mention 
the people who turned up to have their 
faces and hands cast. Even the setting up 
of each scene required many hands, late 
at night, for a surprise morning reveal 
so thank you, thank you, thank you to 
everyone who helped and supported this 
festive endeavour. Paul Baxter

The Mummer’s Play 
Despite the weather trying its best to put 
a dampener on the evening, the superb 
Pensford Dancers and the dynamic 
Pensford Mummers could not be defeated 
and proceeded to put on an excellent 
display for our very hardy supporters. 
Thank you to all who braved the weather 
and for your generous contribution to 
the collection, which has been divided 
between the Church Rooms and new 
Hillcrest Defibrillator. Pauline Parnell 

Pensford Memorial Hall
Christmas Fair 
The Pensford Memorial Hall Christmas 
Fair made a fabulous £1,000 profit on 
Saturday 23rd November. Thank you to all 
those who made it such a roaring success, 
with a special mention to the hardworking 
kitchen staff, Jenny Gully for bravely 
manning the door on a bitterly cold day, 
Jane Stenner for organising the event and, 
of course, Father Christmas for making it 
such a special day for the local children. 

Second defibrillator for Pensford
Local generosity
Pensford Parish Council are delighted to announce that necessary funds have been 
secured to pay for the supply and installation of the new defibrillator for Hillcrest. It is 
anticipated the defibrillator will be installed into the old red telephone box at Hillcrest 
within the next couple of months, and an educational evening will be arranged to give 
residents the opportunity to find out about how this life saving piece of equipment 
works and how to access it. Venue and date to be confirmed. Many thanks to all who 
have supported this cause and for the generosity of all the local contributors who 
helped make the purchase possible. 

Pensford Nativity scene



February
Sat 1st  Coffee Morning and Market, Church Room, Pensford, 10.00–11.30am
   Welcome to Umang & Vaishali Patel, Church Room, Pensford  

(contact Jane Flower for more info)
Tues 4th  Mothers’ Union Wave of Prayer meeting  

Compton Dando Village Hall, 10am – 12noon
  Mendip DFAS Lectures
Sat 8th   Benefice Choir sing Evensong, Bristol Cathedral, 3.30pm
Mon 10th  Teatime Madness, Pensford Primary School, 3.30 – 4.45pm
  W.I. Meeting, Pensford Memorial Hall, 7.30pm
Thurs 13th Mothers’ Union, Church Room, Pensford, 2.15pm
  Chew Valley Gardening Society Meeting 
Thurs 27th Chew Valley Wildlife Group: An Atlantic Odyssey, 7.45pm

Thurs 27th Feb – Sat 1st March   
  Chaos Productions present Dracula (pantomime) 

March
Sat 1st  Coffee Morning and Market, Church Room, Pensford, 10.00-11.30am
Weds 5th Pensford Memorial Hall AGM & Committee Meeting, 7pm - 9pm
Fri 7th   Women’s World Day of Prayer, Victoria Methodist Church,  

Keynsham, 1.45pm
Fri & Sat 14th & 15th March 
  Brotherhood of Man (Pensford Memorial Hall Committee Event)
Sun 16th St. Mary’s Café Church, 11am

April
Sat 26th   Blue Notes Jazz Band featuring Hannah Wedlock, 7.30pm  

(Tennis Club Event)
Sun 27th Pensford 10k, Pensford Memorial Hall, 1pm

Diary

Tool Hire - Diggers & Dumpers - Toilet Hire
01225 331669 www.alidehire.co.uk

Pensford Tennis Club present… 

Blue Notes Jazz Band 
Featuring Hannah Wedlock 

Pensford Memorial Hall 
Saturday April 26th 7:30 pm 
Ticket Price £15 to include a Hot  

Two Course Meal Served to your Table  
Pay Bar - Raffle Prizes 

Tickets in advance from: 
 Elaine 01761 490662  

Kathleen 01761 490834  
Alison 01275 832201 & from Bristol Jazz 

website BristolJazz@Live.co.uk 
Vegetarian food option. Please let organisers  

know when buying ticket 

Whats On!

Something new at

St. Mary's

16th March
Sunday

CAFE
CHURCH

11.00am
See the March magazine  

and notice boards  
for full details

your diarydate for

Pensford Memorial Hall 
AGM & Committee Meeting

Wednesday 5th March,  
19:00 - 21:00

Pensford Memorial Hall

Committee members and 
non members welcome. The 

Chairman, Vice Chairman and 
Treasurer are shortly retiring, so 
applications for these positions 

are welcome.

Please contact 
Terry Phillips for more 

information 01761 490426



What do the Pensford Primary School Governors do? 
Parent governors are elected by other parents whose children attend the school.  
They represent parents of children at the school. Other governors represent the staff, 
the local authority and the community. There are other committee members known as 
Associate Members who are not able to vote on governors’ decisions but are invited to 
contribute in their own areas of knowledge and experience. 
Governors work together to see that the school is run effectively and provides the best 
possible education for its pupils. This has to be done within the law and the policies of 
the school and the local authority. In brief, we: 
• Agree what the school should focus on – we set the Strategic Direction  
• Ask about what is happening and why – we act as a Critical Friend  
• Respond to questions from parents & those outside the school – we ensure 
Accountability. 
Quote from an existing Parent Governor: “Being a parent governor is very rewarding – 
and certainly not as daunting or time consuming as I had thought. It is an ideal way to learn 
more about the education system and to support the school to provide its best for my children.” 
If you would like more information about serving as a School Governor, please contact 
Lorna McIsaac or John Butler via the school. 

School Highlights

Pensford Primary School
A belated Happy New Year to you all.

School Highlights

Last year ended with a flourish of activity, 
and this was pretty much the thread 
throughout November and December. 
During November, a group of school 
community members, spent time preparing 
the raised beds that were donated to us 
by Chelwood Rotary. We are going to 
dedicate them to Brian Watson, who was 
our Chair of Governors for 12 years, and 
who supported the school in so many ways.
Much of the younger pupils’ time was 
spent rehearsing for their play, ‘It’s a 
Miracle!’ and it was well worth all of the 
effort as the children provided us all with 
a splendid performance, of which they 
should all be proud. Our Christmas carol 
concert was another focus where the 
children lead a packed church through the 
nativity story, through story and song.
Our active school council, a group of 
pupils who represent the ‘voices’ of all 
the other children in the school, decided 

which charities to support this year, and 
we successfully raised money for Children 
in Need, the Wallace and Gromit appeal, 
Operation Christmas Children (where 
shoe boxes of presents were sent to 
children around the world) and a charity 
providing resources for people in the 
Philippines.
A busy time indeed! It’s now time for a 
term where heads are firmly down and 
everyone is working hard to meet our goal 
this year of taking our learning ‘Up High, 
as High as the Sky!’

Stanton Drew and Pensford Pre School
Welcome to our new monthly preschool update. 
Stanton Drew & Pensford Preschool is in 
the centre of Stanton Drew Village. We 
provide childcare for children aged 2 – 4 
years. You can find out more about us at 
www.ourpreschool.org.uk. 
This term the children are continuing with 
their weekly Yoga class. The teacher uses 
fairy tales to introduce yoga moves to the 
children. The children are also doing lots 
of art projects. They used sweet wrappers 
to make decorations, face masks and 

stained glass windows, practised mixing 
paints to create different colours and made 
hobby horses as well.
We will continue to develop the childrens 
confidence and independence this term 
through a variety of activities based on the 
childrens interests, so far space/planets are 
being explored. We will also be celebrating 
Chinese New Year towards the end of the 
term. Lynne Willmott

Pupils supporting Operation Christmas Children



Chew Valley Wildlife Group: 
An Atlantic Odyssey from Ushaia to the Cape Verde islands 
On Thursday 27th February by Hazel Attwood in Chew Magna Millennium Hall, 7.45pm. 
Visitors £2.50; Season ticket available.
In March 2008 Hazel and her husband joined a small expedition ship, formerly a Russian 
survey vessel, for part of its annual relocation voyage from Antarctic to Arctic waters. 
During the five week journey from Ushaia in Argentina to the Cape Verde Islands they 
were able to experience and photograph an amazing variety of wildlife as they sailed via the 
Antarctic Peninsula, South Georgia, Tristan da Cunha, St Helena and Ascension Island.

Pensford 10K
Sunday 27TH April 2014 

Calling all runners!
Since the first race in 1988, the 10k 
has grown to be a favourite fixture on 
the running calendar, with hundreds 
of runners turning up year after year to 
take on the infamous Peppershells hill. 
The event is organised by a voluntary 
committee, and money raised over the 
years has supported several good causes 
in and around Pensford – most recently 
a £500 donation to help fund the new 
defibrillator for Hillcrest.
For more information and to enter the 
race see www.Pensford10k.com. Cash 
prizes are on offer for the first local male 
and female finishers!
If running isn’t your thing, then we’re 
always looking for volunteers to help out 
on the day – please email marshals@
pensford10k.com or call 01761 490352.

Your Local Groups

Marie Curie Cancer Care
Great Daffodil appeal 2014 
I am appealing for volunteers for Marie 
Curie Cancer Care’s Great Daffodil 
Appeal, and help people with terminal 
illnesses in Bristol & North Somerset 
get the care they need. We’re looking for 
people who can donate an hour of their 
time this March to collect for Marie Curie 
by simply giving out daffodil pins in return 
for donations. 
If you’re able to donate an hour of your 
time to help someone in their final hours 
then please contact me on 01179 247 275 
or visit www.mariecurie.org.uk/daffodil.
Thank you for your support,  
Natalie Taylor, Community Fundraiser
For more information, visit www.
mariecurie.org.uk or call 0800 716 146 



MU Report
AGM on 9th January. 

We seemed to have had a busy year in 2013, 
and have planned our coming programme 
for this year. We thanked especially Mary 
Thomas, who has for many years done 
the report for this magazine and made an 
excellent job of it.
On Tuesday 4th February we have invited 
other members from the Deanery to a Coffee 
Morning at Compton Dando Hall 10 am – 12 
noon. The morning will include our Wave of 
Prayer for our linked dioceses in Africa, and 
the money raised will go to MU worldwide 
projects. Our next meeting will be in the 
Church Room on 13th February when our 
speaker will be from Age UK. Visitors are 
always welcome. Anne Hall

Chelwood Lucky Draw - 
December 
Congratulations to December’s  
winners who were: 
£12 - E. Armstrong;  
£8 - Mr & Mrs. Hares;  
£5 - S.&C. Meale;  
£3. 50 - S.& H. Groves. 

Contact us
We look forward to hearing from 
our readers regarding their news,  
views and events.
We cannot guarantee that we will include 
every submission, however will endeavour  
to do so. Please forward any submissions to 
Adele Balzan at pensford@gmail.com,  
no later than 16th of the month.

Your Local Groups

Pensford Local  
History Group 
The Forgotten Battle of Nibley 
Green with Professor Peter Fleming 
and Lead Mining in The Mendips  
with Colin Budge
Pensford Local History Group will be 
welcoming back local historian Colin 
Budge, when he will talk about the History 
of lead mining in the Mendips, 1600 
- 1900. We will meet at 7.30pm in the 
Church Room in Pensford on Monday  
2nd February. Everyone welcome.
Our January speaker was Peter Fleming, 
Professor of History at the University of 
the West of England. He told us about the 
forgotten battle of Nibley Green, South 
Gloucestershire, in 1470. He explained 
clearly and entertainingly the three 
complex subjects of medieval chivalry, the 
local politics of the lords of Berkeley Castle 
and the Talbot family, all set against the 
back drop of the War of the Roses itself. 
It was a gripping tale of intrigue and greed, 
with local barons possibly using the civil 
unrest of the War of the Roses for their 
own gains, and the talk was followed by a 
lively questions and answers session.

Chew Valley U3A
Chew Valley U3A has a monthly meeting 
on the 3rd Monday of the month at Ubley 
village hall. The meeting starts at 10.00am 
with refreshments and an opportunity to 
socialise with friends or make new ones. 
The meeting on 17th February will hear 
Alan Mildren speak about “Heaven on 
Lundy”. At the meeting on 17th March 
the artist Ruth Baker-Walton will give a 
talk entitled “A Brush with Africa”.
U3A stands for the University of the Third 
Age, which is a self-help organization for 
people no longer in full-time employment, 
providing educational, creative and leisure 
opportunities in a friendly environment. 
Local U3As are self-help, self-managed, 
lifelong learning cooperatives which draw 
upon the knowledge, experience and 
skills of members to organize and provide 
interest groups in accordance with the 
wishes of that membership. 
Chew Valley U3A has about 24 different 
interest groups which meet regularly. To 
join one of the groups, it is necessary to first 
become a member, which is just £8 per year. 
For more information visit www.u3a.org.
uk or chewvalleyu3a.org.uk or phone 
Christine Evans, on 01934 832841.

Your Local Groups

Pensford Evergreen Club
New members welcome
The Evergreen Club had a very enjoyable 2013 with varied entertainment each week, 
a Spring holiday to Llandudno and Tinsel & Turkey in Torquay. We also had day trips 
to Bournemouth, Winchester and Minehead, via steam train from Bishops Lydeard. We 
celebrated Christmas with a meal at Cameley Lodge; then the Grand Christmas Draw. 
We meet every Thursday at the Memorial Hall, 7.00 to 9.00 pm, March - July and 
Sept - Dec. New members are able to join in March, but visitors are welcome at any 
meeting. Jan Smith Secretary 



Your Local Groups

With Christmas and New Year now past 
we gardeners are starting to thumb through 
the new seed catalogues. At our January 
meeting, we had a timely talk when Charles 
Dowding inspired us with his No dig, no 
weed, more harvest” methods. With thirty 
years of experimenting, Charles advocates 
first eliminating weeds (to deprive slugs of 
their favourite haunts) by blocking light with 
black plastic covering the ground, which 
weakens the weed roots. Side paths around 
the beds prevent anyone walking on the 
ground and there is no digging which saves 
labour. This leaves the worms to do the work 
as they come to the surface to revel in the 
two or three inch layer of compost which has 
been applied after the weed clearance. Seeds 
and plants go directly into the compost and 
their roots find their way into the ground 

down the worm holes.The well-rotted 
compost, whether from local stables, a 
mushroom farm or Charles’ own heap, has 
out-performed a well known proprietary 
compost as his photographs showed.by 
volume and weight of vegetables.
Surprisingly, potatoes that had been planted 
directly into compost mounds on un-dug soil 
cropped really well, while his top tip  
for tomato harvest is Sun Gold F1.  
Visit his website at www.charles@
charlesdowding.co.uk
Our next meeting will be on Thursday 
13th February 2014 when we will hear 
about “The Wonders of Westonbirt 
Aboretum.” We welcome visitors, so 
join us in the Old School Room in Chew 
Magna at 8.00pm

Chew Magna Monday Club
2013 has been a wonderful year at Monday Club

Chew Valley Gardening Society 
Charles Dowding top tips for the New Year

The club is a joyful, happy, friendly club 
with lots of laughter and 2014 will once 
again bring another packed programme. 
We meet every Monday from 10am - 3pm, 
there is tea and biscuits on arrival and then 
the weekly raffle. The highlight of the day 
is the wonderful two-course lunch cooked 
on the premises. There is then an afternoon 
of entertainment and a cup of tea and cake.
All this is for £5.00 per week and a yearly 
membership of £5.00. The club’s AGM 
was held on November 18th 2013 where 
our new Chairman Bryony Huntley was 
unanimously elected. The club wishes to pay 
a warm tribute, and a big thank you, to the 
outgoing Chairman.

The club is looking forward to the annual 
lunch at the Burrington Inn on January  
13th which is an occasion to thank all  
the volunteers for their hard work in the  
past year.
Monday Club is always pleased to welcome 
new members. Volunteers are also always 
needed, from cooks, making teas, washing 
up, making a pudding or transport for 
members to and from club. 
If you think this club might be for you, 
please contact Eileen Bryant on  
01275-331325 or email on 
eileenbryant9@ googlemail.com



Your Local Groups

In spite of horrendous weather the tennis 
club hardies have continued to play. 
Coaching sessions are back in full swing 
on Tuesdays: 5pm-6pm for the under 10s, 
6pm-7pm for the under 14s and 7pm-8pm 
for adult intermediate followed by Club 
Play 8pm-9pm. Non members are also 
welcome to the coaching sessions. 
Never played before but would like to  
get started please speak to our coach,  
Peter Evans 07557 765939 and he will 
discuss with you how best to proceed - 
perhaps with a few 1-2-1 lessons. 
If you would like to speak to a committee 
member, please visit our website  
www.pensfordtennisclub.co.uk.

Thank you to everyone who came to 
the Casino Night on 30 November. The 
evening was a great success. The whole 
night had a terrific atmosphere and we 
managed to raise approx £650 which will 
go towards resurfacing the courts. 
Our next fund raising event is on Saturday 
26 April when the Blue Notes Jazz Band 
featuring Hannah Wedlock will be 
entertaining us in Pensford Memorial Hall. 
Ticket price is £15 which will include a 
two course meal (with vegetarian option - 
please let us know). 
Tickets from Elaine 01761 490662, 
Kathleen 01761 490834, Alison 01275 
832201, Pensford Post Office & Bristol  
Jazz website BristolJazz@Live.co.uk.

Pensford Tennis Club
New Year events

We would like to introduce our ‘Local Notices’ section - here, we will print any news 
from our local community, such as ‘Happy Birthdays’, ‘Anniversaries’, messages from 
you and excerpts from our reader’s letters. We would love to hear from you, so please 
do get in touch by emailing: pensford@gmail.com. 
This month, we hear from our new Village Stores owners: Umang & Vaishali Patel. 
We would like to welcome them and their family to the community and hope the new 
business venture is a great success.

Pensford Post Office & Village Stores 
A welcome from Umang and Vaishali

Your News & Views

With 2013 well and truly behind us, 
regular customers will have noticed that 
we are quickly revising our product range 
and have for example already introduced 
the sale of alcohol (Over 18’s only). 
Excited with the future and what 2014 
brings, our aim is to provide customers 
with a shopping experience that will 
hopefully entice you back time and time 
again in supporting the local community. 
Competition is fierce, yet we are striving to 
offer you the best value for money and with 
that, we have recently changed our Fruit 
and Vegetable supplier. We are also looking 
at other ways to pass on any discounts we 
get in the way of “Special Offers”. 

We have extended the Post Office opening 
hours to accommodate those that need to 
visit during the lunch hour. 
Current opening hours are: 
•  Monday to Friday 9am to 5.30pm 

(Wednesday 9am to 12.30pm)
• Saturday 9am to 12.30pm
• Sunday Closed 
An application has been made to further 
extend these hours and hopefully we will 
receive notification to implement these soon. 
Next time you’re passing the Village 
Stores pop in and say hello, we would 
love to see you... 
Umang & Vaishali Patel 

Advertising information
•  Half page (132 x 96mm) - £120 a year
•  Quarter page (66 x 96mm) - £75 a year
•  Eight page (66 x 48mm) - £40 a year
Either supply your ad as a print-ready pdf, 
psd or jpeg file or we can set your ad for you. 
Send copy via email, attaching any logos 
or images to pensford@gmail.com 
including your name, company name, 
invoicing address, email and phone 
number. Invoice will be supplied and 
require payment within 30 days.

Editorial information
Contact us and see YOUR event listed 
here. Please forward any submissions to 
Adele Balzan at pensford@gmail.com, no 
later than 16th of the month. 
Don’t forget to add a photo! Send copy 
in either email or word doc files and 
photographs as jpegs. 
We look forward to hearing from you.



Bath and North East Somerset Council
Chelwood - Mr R Nicholl 01275 332122
Compton Dando - Miss S Davis 
01761 472356
Publow- Mr P Edwards 01275 892128
B&NES Information Switchboard
01225 477000
Benefice Mother’s Union
Enrol. Member - Anne Hall 01761 490653
Bristol Airport (Noise Concerns)
01275 473799
Chelwood Bridge Rotary Club
Tony Quinn 01761 490080
Chelwood Parish Council
Chairman - Mr P Sherborne  
01761 490586
Chelwood Village Hall
Bookings - Mr Pat Harrison  
01761 490218
Chew Valley Gardening Society
Liz Heaford 01761 490271
Compton Dando CA
Liz Stanbury 01761 490487
Compton Dando Ladies Group
Katherine Bunyan 01761 490636
Compton Dando Parish Council
Chairman - Ms T Mitchell 
01179 860791
Clerk - Adrian Rogers 01761 470361
Compton Dando Parish Hall
Bookings - Mrs Fox 01761 490955
Marksbury & District Playgroup
Leader - Joanne Groves 01761 479449
Pensford Brownies
Debbie Taylor 01275 333091
Pensford Evergreens
Robert Bailey 01761 490639
Pensford Foodball
Steve Harrison 07891 635661
Pensford Golf Society
Chairman - David Parnell 01761 490888
Pensford Guides
Rachael Dando 01761 490663

Pensford Ladies Group
Penny Cross 01275 333823
Pensford Local History Group
Teresa Tyson 01761 490670
Pensford Memorial Hall
Chairman - Terry Phillips 01761 490426
Bookings - Karen Lawrence  
07842 050937
Pensford School
Headteacher - Mrs L McIsaac
01761 490470
Chair of Governors - Mr D Evans
01761 490521
Pensford Tennis Club
Secretary - Alison Patey 01275 832201
Pensford Toddlers Group
Sara Box 01761 451561
Pensford with Publow WI
President - Mrs S Baber 01179 869493
Secretary - Mrs M Bailey 01761 490639
Police Community Support Officers
Mr Martyn Bragg 07825 103289
Publow Parish Council
Chariman - Mr A J Heaford  
01761 490271
Clerk - Mrs J Bragg 01275 333549
Stanton Drew & Pensford Playgroup
Leader - Lynne Willmott 07515 712545
Village Agent
Ken Webb 01275 333700

Parish News Team
Editor - Adele Balzan 01761 492650
Designer - Victoria Spicer 01761 492559
Invoicing - Yvonne Phillips 01761 490426
Treasurer - Kate Matthews 01275 891275
Distribution - Geoff Rogers and  
Yvonne Phillips 01761 490269
Kathleen Burbridge 01761 490834
Bobby Roberts 01761 490481

Email the Parish News Team 
at pensford@gmail.com
Items in this Magazine do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the Rector and PCC.

Directory of Local Organisations




