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Compton Dando and Chelwood

Church Services

Rector    (Position Vacant)
Church wardens
Publow with Pensford Mr Andrew Hillman 01761 490324
 Mrs Janet Smith 01761 490584
Compton Dando Mr Clive Howarth 01761 490644
Chelwood Mrs Ann Sherborne 01761 490586
Publow with Pensford PCC
Secretary Mrs Judith Hillman 01761 490324
Treasurer Mrs Gillian Wookey 01761 490336
Compton Dando & Chelwood PCC
Secretary Mrs Jenny Davis 01761 490727
Treasurer Mr Richard Evans 01761 490144
Organists
Publow with Pensford & 
Compton Dando Mr Martin Sussams 07952 637507 
Chelwood Mr Mervyn Cox 01761 471618
Benefice Administrator
 Trina Anstey  01761 490517 
 katerynaanstey@btinternet.com

The Service pattern for the foreseeable future will be as follows:-
1st Sunday
Publow All Saints’ 10:00am Benefice Eucharist
Compton Dando St. Mary’s 10:15am Café Church
2nd Sunday
Compton Dando St. Mary’s 10:00am Benefice Eucharist
3rd Sunday
Publow All Saints’ 10:00am Benefice Eucharist,  
Compton Dando St. Mary’s 6:00pm Evensong
4th Sunday
Chelwood St. Leonard’s 10:00am Holy Communion,  
Publow All Saints’ 6:00pm Evensong
5th Sunday
Rotation round the Benefice

Front cover image: Publow Church by Adele Balzan
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Our Village Churches Part 2
In the February magazine I said I’d answer some of the questions I put about 
our village churches, why they are what they are. To understand them we need 
to appreciate the importance of Christianity eight hundred years ago and what 
has happened since.

Unless you were wealthy life was pretty grim. Power and wealth lay with 
landowners - The Crown, Aristocracy and the Church. Most people had no 
land, no money and were dependant for employment on the people with 
power. Churches were built either by Monasteries or by the Aristocracy. 
They were built East to West because East is where Jerusalem is. You were 
“expected” to attend the church of your employer every week. During the 
reign of Elizabeth I you were fined £20 a month for not attending church each 
Sunday.

Going to church became a way of life. The church was the social hub of 
the village. Some churches brewed their own beer. The church was the 
courthouse, the council chamber and the theatre (no village halls then). The 
church was for Matches, Hatches and Dispatches. You were married, baptised 
and buried, sometimes literally, in church. The wealthy paid to have their 
graves inside the holy building for a better chance of going to heaven! The 
North side was seen as the Devil’s territory so only paupers were buried there. 
In the Middle Ages, most people were buried in shrouds rather than coffins. 
The dead were carried to the lych gate (a gate with a roof) and placed on a 
bier, where the priest conducted the first part of the funeral service under its 
temporary shelter.

Church bells called people to worship and later, if the church had a tower, 
clocks were installed facing the village to tell everyone the time. The hour was 
usually struck by the tenor bell - the loudest - to let the workers in the fields 
know the time. Before clocks could be afforded sundials were carved on the 
walls of the church. There are two on St Mary’s tower wall.

So next time you are in one of our three churches for worship or to have a 
look around, consider the history of the building. Is there a clock, does it 
chime, are there tomb stones in the floor, are there any stained glass windows, 
are there any wall paintings? Have a look outside, is the North side a bit empty 
of graves, are there any sundials, is there a lych gate?

Clive Howarth



From the Parish Registers of:

All Saints’ Publow
Funeral Service and Burial
8th April - Bert PICKFORD

All Saints’
April Market
On the first Saturday of each month All 
Saints’ Church, Publow hold a fundraising 
market in the Church Room at Pensford 
from 10 - 11:30 am. The market consists 
of a home baking/produce stall and one/
two visiting stalls.
At the 2nd April market we had a well 
stocked produce stall with a delicious 
assortment of home baked goods also 
marmalades, chutney and jams. A second 
stall had a selection of perennial plants, 
colourful chrysanthemums and hyacinths 
ready to burst into flower. 
A total of £282 was raised for church 
funds and our appreciation goes as always 
to those who contributed to such an 
enjoyable morning by baking, helping and 
purchasing.
We welcome regular customers and 
are delighted to see visitors. The 50p 
entrance fee includes a cup of tea/ coffee 
and biscuit. Tables are laid for you to sit 
and chat with fellow market guests while 
having your refreshments.
So why not visit the Church Room on 
Saturday 7th May when Vivien Lee will 
be there with Phoenix Cards and there 
will be a plant stall in addition to the 
home baking.

Christian Aid Week
15th - 21st May 2016
Envelopes for contributions to the 
Christian Aid appeal will be circulated 
with the Parish magazine for ease of 
distribution. These may be collected by 
your magazine distributor or another 
volunteer. If envelopes have not been 
called for during Christian Aid Week 
they may be left at any of the Churches 
in the Benefice or with Jackie Young in 
Chelwood.
Every penny helps in some way to 
alleviate suffering in a world that at 
present has more and more need for aid.  
If you have left over currency from a 
holiday abroad that too can go into the 
envelope, as well as loose coins discovered 
down the side of the sofa!
Providing assistance to victims of floods, 
earthquakes and famine are all within the 
remit of Christian Aid workers so if you 
are able to help please do so. Even better 
- fill in the Gift Aid flap on the envelope 
and enclose it with your donation and 
that will provide 25% more without any 
extra cost to you. Thank you for taking 
the time to read this. Jackie Young.

Church News
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Editor’s Note

Editorial Support Required!
Would you like to become more involved in the 
Parish Magazine? Do you have a few hours to spare 
each month to help contribute to the editorial 
process? Full training provided! We would like to 
expand the team and are keen to hear from anyone 
who would be interested. Please get in touch!
We are always interested to hear about what has 
been going on in the local community and what 
events are coming up. Please continue to send in 
your news and photos! We also have some regular 
advertising space including front cover sponsorship 
space so please let us know if you’re interested in 
putting your business in the magazine.
We would also love more photographs of our parish 
churches to use on the front cover. Simply email 
your jgep file to pensford@gmail.com and see it 
appear!

Pensford Social 
Welfare Centre
Registered Charity 
no225346
The above named charity 
has a limited amount of 
funds available for grants 
to organisations which 
fall within the United 
benefice of Publow with 
Pensford, Compton 
Dando and Chelwood. For 
further information and 
an application form please 
contact 01761490572.



Church News

Advertising information
•  Half page (132mm x 96mm) - £140 a year
•  Quarter page (66mm x 96mm) - £85 a year
•  Eighth page (66mm x 48mm) - £45 a year
Either supply your ad as a print-ready pdf, psd 
or jpeg file or simply email us some copy and 
pictures and we will set your ad for you. 
Send copy via email, attaching any logos or 
images to pensford@gmail.com including your 
name, company name, invoicing address, 
email and phone number and an invoice  
will be sent.

see your ad 
here as well as online at

www.publow-with-pensford-pc.gov.uk
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All Saint’s Publow Church Market
Saturday, 7th May, 2016, 10.00 - 11:30am

Church Room, Pensford

MENDIP MALE  
VOICE CHOIR
Saturday, 21st May, 2016

All Saints’ Church, Publow 7:30pm
Spring Hamper Raffle

Tickets £10.00 to include a glass of wine or soft drink  
and savouries served during the interval.

Home Baking • Spring Hamper Raffle Tickets  
• Plants • Phoenix Cards

 Admission 50p to include coffee and biscuit

All proceeds to All Saints’ Publow
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Chew Valley RNLI

Chew Valley Gardening Society
All welcome - come and buy!
Our next meeting will be held on Thursday May 19th when we have a plant sale in 
Chew Magna 4:30 - 7pm. This is instead of our usual monthly meeting in the Old 
Schoolroom. www.chewvalleygardeningsociety.org.uk

Our midsummer event is Jazz ‘n Blues 
by the Lake on Friday 17 June (by kind 
permission of Chew Valley Sailing Club). 
We will be entertained by the Sax Pack, 
a five strong ensemble who have played 
for us before and are great value. So why 
not come along and enjoy the wonderful 
views on what hopefully will be a sunny 
evening at this fantastic amenity on 
our doorstep. Tickets are priced at 
£12.50¸with children under 14 free, with 
a cold supper to include dessert. June 
will also see the annual House to House 
collection, our biggest single fund raising 

effort. More collectors are needed and so 
we will be delighted to hear from anyone 
who can spare a few hours of their time 
to help. The ever popular Curry Lunch 
will be held on Friday 4 November at our 
usual venue Ubley Parish Hall. This is now 
always oversubscribed, so apply for tickets 
promptly when they go on sale towards the 
end of September.
Keith Williams - Chew Valley branch 
Committee - 01275 332221 keith.
williams617@btinternet.com

You can view this newsletter and any previous versions online at:  
www.publow-with-pensford-pc.gov.uk
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'The Byre' 

Compton Dando
Manor Farm

Bristol    BS39 4JZ
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Steve Rendell
B.A(Hons), B.Arch (Nottm)  

Architects Registration Board

No project is too small to benefit from 

an Architect's advice, guidance & design

de
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Restoration of Lodge Farm
Mangotsfield

01761 490419
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What’s On
MAY 2016 
Sun 1st Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 10:00am. Revd Andrew Judge
 Café Church, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 10:15am
Thurs 5th  Ascension Day, Holy Communion (said), St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 

10:30am
 Please note that Pensford Evergreens is shut today for polling
Sat 7th Coffee Morning and Market, Church Room Pensford, 10-11:30am
Sun 8th  Holy Communion, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 10:00am.  

Revd Denise Calverley
Mon 9th W.I. Meeting, Pensford Memorial Hall, 7:30pm
Thurs 12th Mother’s Union Outing, Pensford Bridge, 10am
 Pensford Evergreens, Memorial Hall, 7pm - Gill Hazell flower talk
Sat 14th   Coffee morning, Compton Dando Parish Hall, 10:30-12:30pm 
Sun 15th  Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 10:00am Revd Ian Rousell
 Evensong, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 6:00pm.
Mon 16th Teatime Madness, Pensford Primary School, 3:15 - 4:45pm
Tues 17th Joint PCCs meeting, Pensford Church Room, 7:30pm
Thurs 19th Plant Sale, White Gates, Norton Lane, Chew Magna, 4:30 - 7pm
 Pensford Evergreens, Memorial Hall, 7pm - Merv Ashman keyboards
Sat 21st Mendip Male Voice Choir, All Saints’ Publow, 7:30pm
Sun 22nd Holy Communion, St. Leonard’s Chelwood, 10am Revd Stephen M’Caw
 Evensong, All Saints’ Publow, 6pm
Thurs 26th Pensford Evergreens, Memorial Hall, 7pm - FJ Duo
Sun 29th  Holy Communion, St. Leonard’s Chelwood, 10am
 Afternoon Teas, Compton Dando Church, 2-5pm
Mon 30th Afternoon Teas, Compton Dando Church, 2-5pm

JUNE 2016
Sun 12th Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations, Church Tower Pensford

Diary
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5 Villages Youth Group
The 5 Villages Youth Group had a 
fantastic time at their April meeting, 
when the kids produced home-made bird 
feeders. They threaded circular shaped 
breakfast cereal onto pre-shaped garden 
wire and also included some blueberries 
amongst the cereal, to produce some 
lovely shapes: hearts, spirals, twists, apples, 
triangles; completely filled with food for 
the wild birds.
All the kids were eager to put them out for 
the birds and will keep an eye out to see 
what sort of birds come to their garden. 
Alison ter Haar, one of the organisers, 
said “it was one of the most successful events 
we have run recently, and was thought up by 
Mabel and Alice Prescott, who regularly help 
with the group.”
The group is open to children (up to 16) 
from Compton Dando, Burnett, Chewton 
Keynsham, Woollard and Queen Charlton. 
Next month, if the weather is fine, we 
shall be running a String Orienteering 

event on Friday 6th May 4pm, meet at the 
hall in Compton Dando. 
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Local Groups

The last meeting this season of Pensford 
Local History Group had Jennie and 
Terry Stevens talking about Tyntesfield 
House. The National Trust purchased 
the property in 2002 and the couple have 
been volunteers since then. They gave a 
detailed and informative talk about the 
history of Tyntesfield and the Gibbs family 
who built and developed the estate. With 
some lovely illustrations they explained 
the uniqueness of the house, it’s contents 
and the estate. They explained what 

the Trust is trying to achieve in trying 
to preserve the history and fabric of the 
house whilst making it accessible to all.
Our first walk this spring is on Monday 9th 
May, when we join Avon Local History 
and Archaeology Group. Professor Peter 
Fleming will take us on a walk through 
Medieval Bristol. We meet at St Peter’s 
Church in Castle Park, Bristol at 6:45pm. 
Cost £2.00

Pensford Local History Group

Plant Sale
Saturday 21st May 2016
In Compton Dando Village hall, 1pm to 3pm. All proceeds to St Mary’s Church.  
If you are able to donate plants please contact Jill Harman on 01761 492963

Pensford Evergreen Club
Invite anyone 50 years plus to join us at the Memorial Hall on Thursday June 9th at 
5:30pm for afternoon tea to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday followed by our club 
meeting where we will be entertained by a popular local ladies choir.
Tickets £2.50 available from Geoff Beedell or Janet Smith.

Chelwood Lucky Draw
April 2016: £12 - D Ross; £8 - S Buck; £5 - S & C Meale; £3 - D Jones.



Stanton Drew & Pensford Pre-school
School HighlightsLocal Groups
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What a wonderful turnout we had for the 
preschool cake sale, Easter egg hunt and 
Champagne raffle. As usual all attendees 
enjoyed the Easter themed cakes and there 
was an arts and craft table selling Easter 
knitted badges, dollies, bunting and so on. 
The children had a fabulous time looking 
for the Easter eggs and putting them in 
their hand made baskets. Congratulations 
to David Stephens for winning the grand 

prize of the champagne and the fruit and 
luxury foods basket donated by A David. 
We made over £600 from this raffle 
and cake sale so thank you so much to 
everyone who bought a ticket. 
Our next fundraiser will be a clothes 
collection on the 3rd May. Please contact 
Carole Reed on 01275 333723 for more 
information. 

Pensford Primary School
Robots and Runners visit
This month we were lucky to have 
received two lots of fascinating visitors.
Active8Robots turned up to show 
the pupils a fantastic robot theme day 
including a demo in the assembly. “It 
was very exciting to see the robots walking 
around and banging things. We especially 
liked it when he did the ‘Thriller’ dance in 
Assembly. Charley (the robot’s servant) gave 
it instructions and it was very lifelike in a 
robotty sort of way. It was able to turn its 
head and raise its hand to the person walking 
with it. It talked as well. We spent the day 
with the robots and Otter class made their 
own robots too. We learned lots of things 
about robots and in Dragonfly the robot did 
yoga with the children.”
Kingfisher took it even further by 
developing a set of coded instructions and 
seeing if the robot could follow their code.
On top of that they have been very busy 
creating some fantastic robots at home 
and bringing them in to school.

We also welcomed Jim Plunkett-Cole to 
our celebration assembly. Jim has run, 
since January 2013, at least 10k every day 
as well as completing triathlon distances 
every day for 2015 and raising over 
£25,000 for good causes. He now fits in 
his ‘Talk & Run Visits’ to primary schools 
across England and we were honoured 
that he came to us. The children were 
inspired and loved the run around the 
playground after his talk. 

Pensford 10k and Fun Run
The 29th Pensford 10k and Fun Run  
took place on Sunday, without a raindrop 
in sight! 
Almost 200 runners took part in the main 
event, won this year by James Rodgers 
(34:21)and Katie Hooper (44:28), both 
of North Somerset AC. Congratulations 
to the first local runners home, Joseph 
Prichard (38:13) and Adele Balzan 
(47:21). 
A further 130 children and parents took 
part in the 4k fun run, many of them 
running in fancy dress. This year’s winner 
was 12-year old Josh Wood of Yate, with 
“St George” Cogan and his accompanying 
dragons winning the fancy dress prize. 
As always, the bacon butties, burgers, bar 
and post-race cakes all created a fete-like 
atmosphere - the Pensford 10k is known 
as one of the friendliest events on the 
running calendar. This year was even 
better, with Langford Organic Beef Farm 
and the Xtreme Bean coffee company on 
the field, and a huge range of prizes on 
offer in the raffle. 
This year the PTA is raising money for a 
new school library, and the 10k and fun 

run raised over £1200 towards this great 
cause.
The 10k committee and the PTA would 
like to thank all of the sponsors, marshals, 
helpers and other volunteers who helped 
to make this year’s event such a success. 
Roll on the 30th anniversary!
Full results are available on  
https://www.fullonsport.com/
event/60158/results. 

Top: Fastest local runners Adele Balzan and Joesph Prichard 
Bottom: The 10k set off and the fun-runners get ready including 
the winner of the fancy dress catagory ‘St George’ Cogan.

Loris, Theo and Jim Plunkett-Cole.
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The Trust is a registered charity which 
for over 400 years has helped to maintain 
St Mary’s church building, as well as 
providing some funds for schooling and 
those in need in the parish of St. Mary’s. 
It is managed by local Trustees, called the 
Feoffees.
The Feoffees have decided to offer 
grants each year for young people who 
have a home address within the parish 
of Compton Dando, are aged 16 years 
or over and who are engaged in further 
or higher education, apprenticeships or 
other formal training schemes. These 
grants are intended to help meet expenses 
which support the study or training being 
undertaken, such as extra equipment, 
travel, books etc. The amount of the grant 
will depend on the number of applicants 
and the merit of the application, but may 

typically be around £100. Applications 
will close on 1st June 2016 and grants will 
be notified the following month. To apply 
for a grant, please write a letter or send 
an email to the Feoffees explaining how 
a grant would help your study or training, 
and address it to:-
Lorna Howarth, Steward to the Trustees, 
Eleanor’s Cottage, Vicarage Lane, 
Compton Dando BS39 4LA
Email: lornalifecoach@gmail.com or ring 
01761 490644 for further information.
This Trust now incorporates the Jerome 
Harvey Trust, which provided financial 
help to relieve real hardship in the parish. 
Information about any such present cases 
of hardship would be very welcome for 
consideration by the Trustees. Please 
notify the Steward, as above.

Pensford Tennis Club
The LTA Summer League starts this 
month and our Ladies Team is looking 
forward to the challenge. Unfortunately 
we did not have enough match fit males 
to field a Men’s Team so our promotion 
hopes and dreams rest with the Ladies! 
Our courts still need a bit of tweaking but 
everything is in hand so hopefully all will 
be tickety-boo soon! 
At the moment there are no Junior 
coaching sessions but Adult coaching on 

Thursdays is as follows:
6:30 - 7:30 Adult Improvers Group
7:30 - 8:30 Adult Cardio Tennis
Please note you do not need to be a 
member to take part in coaching sessions.
Now that the George & Dragon has closed 
the new venue for the Tennis Club Quiz 
Night is The Rising Sun with the next 
Quiz Night being held on Monday 2 May 
at 8pm. Hope you can make it!

Compton Dando Church Estate Trust 
Grants for Young People and Hardship



Bath and North East Somerset Council
Chelwood - Jeremy Sparkes 01761 453562
Compton Dando - Miss S Davis 
01761 472356
Publow- Mr P May 01761 452223

B&NES Information Switchboard
01225 477000

Benefice Mother’s Union
Enrol. Member - Anne Hall 01761 490653

Bristol Airport (Noise Concerns)
01275 473799

Chelwood Parish Council
Chair - Mr P Sherborne 01761 490586

Chelwood Village Hall
Bookings - Mr Pat Harrison 01761 490218

Chew Valley Gardening Society
Liz Heaford 01761 490271

Compton Dando CA
Chair - Hannah Maggs 07950 106943
Secretary - Liz Stanbury 01761 490487

Compton Dando Parish Council
Chair - Dawn Drury 07584710130
Clerk - Susan Smith 07746930582 or email 
clerk@comptondando-parishcouncil.org.uk

Compton Dando Parish Hall
Bookings - Mrs Fox 01761 490955

Marksbury & District Playgroup
Leader - Joanne Groves 01761 479449

Pensford Evergreens
Robert Bailey 01761 490639

Pensford Football
Steve Harrison 07891 635661

Pensford Golf Society
Chair - David Parnell 01761 490888

Pensford Gospel Hall
Roy Hill 01275 332475

Pensford Guides
Rachael Dando 01761 490663

Pensford Ladies Group
Penny Cross 01275 333823

Pensford Local History Group
Therese Tyson 01761 490670

Pensford Memorial Hall
Chair - Peter Moore
Bookings - 0790 040 7695 or email 
pensfordhallbookings@hotmail.co.uk

Pensford Neighbourhood Watch
Coordinator - Chris James 01761 490392

Pensford School
Acting Headteacher - Miss S Bishop  
01761 490470
Chair of Governors - John Butler  
01761 490767

Pensford Tennis Club
Secretary - Alison Patey 01275 832201

Pensford Toddlers Group
Lisbeth Taylerson 07970 516255

Pensford with Publow WI
President - Mrs S Baber 01179 869493

Police Community Support Officers
Mr Martyn Bragg 101

Publow Parish Council
Chair - Mrs Janette Stephenson  
01761 490352 
Clerk - Mrs J Bragg 01275 333549

Rotary Club
Tony Quinn 01761 419328

Stanton Drew & Pensford Playgroup
Leader - Lynne Willmott 07515 712545

Village Agent
Ken Webb 01275 333700

Parish News Team
Editor - Miriam Laslett - 01761 492516
Designer - Victoria Spicer 01761 492559
Treasurer - Kate Matthews 01275 891275
Head distributor - Yvonne Phillips  
01761 490426
Main distributors: Woollard - Mary Rogers, 
Compton Dando - Pam Cole & Fiona Greg-
Smith, Chelwood - Jacky Young

Email the Parish News Team at 
pensford@gmail.com

The deadline for June 
submissions is the 16th May

Directory of Local Organisations

Items in this Magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the Rector and PCC.




