
Our Community 

Q 1 The parish Council should do a lot more to communicate and consult with residents.  Too often 

issues are discussed and voted on by the Parish Council without any proper address to those that 

the issues effect. 

a  

c  

e  

f  

Our Community - General 
  

Local Businesses 

 
Q 2  

a 

There are some issues e.g. installing high speed Broadband, substainable energy systems that in 
principle support but I don’t understand the implications.  These could have an impact that is 
more negative than the benefits so would want to know more. 
 
There is no point in encouraging more businesses into the area without broadband (high speed). 

High speed internet is one of the highest priorities for us.  Having moved from London our family 
has been shocked by the primitive nature of the internet in a village so close to Bristol and any 
business must suffer as a result. 
 

b 

While I would like to encourage businesses in Pensford, the lack of parking concerns me. 

B & C  These encouragements cannot be proceeded with until something is done about the 

parking in the village. Why can’t some of the land be bought on the side of the river – above the 

flood line to allow more parking for the village? 

You can not encourage when you see the difficult time our Post Office has at their much 

improved shop. 

More shops would make things even worse for the parking problem! 

c 

But where will they park given we already have a problem? Do we therefore encourage parking 

at the Memorial Hall? 

Great idea to do a “Heritage Trail”  but assuming that this would mean more tourists then where 

are you proposing that they park.  On street parking is my biggest priority. 

d  

Local Businesses - General 

 

Amenities 

Amenities Q 3  



a  

b b & d Presumably, these questions include the tennis courts in some shape or form? 

c 

Teenage “play area” not adequately catered – needs a vandal proof multi sport type area – eg 

“basketball/football cage”. 

Whilst I do not have children, a play area (swings, slides etc) would be a huge benefit to the 

village.  This could be built and maintained by the local community. 

d  

e 

I am aware of the benefits of allotments but unfortunately I can see the allotment plots in 

Pensford are often not well maintained.  Also, most properties in Pensford benefit from large 

gardens. 

We must make sure the allotments are found a site before any housing development starts. 

f  

g  

h 
As a humanist i do not feel a place of worship is important to me personally, although I am aware 

of the importance to other people. 

I  

j  

k 

Would it be possible to introduce a youth club at the Memorial Hall (or school) as a way to 

generate income? 

Youth clubs and similar no longer draw young people. 

l  

m  

Amenities - General 

   

Q 4  

a 

The idea of a Parish Fair is not supported because it requires an active residents’ committee to 

run it.  Support to run the Memorial Hall is vital but very few of the community are willing to 

volunteer.  It should not be left to the “few”. 

It’s about time we had a village/Parish fair that everyone can relate to.  Why not re-instate the 

annual music festival? 

b  

c More should be done to encourage adult education. 

Q 5 
  

The priority should be to find a way of getting a new, multi-use hall to meet the future needs of 

the village.   

Who actually owns the Hall?  If it’s the Parish, why is it not supported through our Council Tax as 



 

the Hall claims to “not receive any funding from anywhere” in the latest Parish News? 

Prefer that the Hall is funded through charges, profit, working events and Parish precept, or 

special fund raising occasionally, rather than regular giving. 

I do not feel a group of “voluntary contributors” should support the hall.  I believe this important 

amenity should be financed by everyone contributing via the village precept. 

We contribute by going to the shows that are put on at the hall.  We go to nearly all. 

Would be willing to make an annual rather than a weekly contribution to maintain/improve the 

hall   Joanna.dawe414@btinternet.com 

I probably wouldn’t want to commit to a month contribution.  I’d happily give £10 or so as a one-

off payment or twice a year. 

We would contribute to the hall if the cost was more acceptable for all to use for anything 

suitable.  Maybe smaller areas could be considered so more things can go at the same time 

inside and out. 

Answered NO but would be prepared to support one off situations. 

Answered no but would enthusiastically support one off situations. 

I would consider this if I had the use of the hall free of charge when I wanted to book it.  If there 

was no personal benefit to me I probably wouldn’t.  My view is that the hall should be funded by 

the council because this is part of what our council tax should be going towards as a local 

amenity. 

The Memorial Hall is the centre of village life and must be assisted more formerly, rather than 

depend on the unpaid efforts of one or two generous people.  I would support a levy on 

households within parish area to ensure funding for maintenance and remove disagreements 

about the cost of rental for community activities. 

We have been asked for help + donations in Church mag –article and responded.  Monthly 

contributions may not be acceptable to all. 

The memorial Hall is a disgrace.  It’s hot stuffy, expensive and too small.  Let’s have a fundraiser 

to make the necessary improvements to make it into a place that we can all be proud of. 

Q 6  

a There can’t be many properties not connected to main sewerage? 

b 

In favour of mains gas, but cost to install must be reasonable. 

Mains gas supply was offered about 20 years ago but required at least 25% of all households to 

agree, which would have cost each household£2,000 not including individual connections to the 

main. 

mailto:Joanna.dawe414@btinternet.com


The Environment 

Q 7  

a 

Particularly planes flying over the village off their flight path.  Also, lorries on the main road and 
cars on the High Street driving too fast. 
 
No xxxxxx of noise pollution from the airport traffic.  More needs to be done to enforce quieter 
aircraft (especially Easyjet and Ryanair) and also enforce a no-fly time of 22:00 to 07:00 so we can 
all get a good night’s sleep without buying triple glazing. 
 
We strongly oppose the expansion of Bristol airport and would like some measures in place to 
restrict flying times. 
 
Public houses – noise think that pubs should not be given licences until really late to play music 
past 11. 
 

b  

c Substainable energy -good in principle but important to have regard to the landscape. 

d  

e 

Please keep the village low on light pollution. 

Street lighting would need to be subtle. 
 

f 

f & g  Especially dog fouling in Culvery Wood, and other areas. 

f & g  Not much evidence of litter or dog fouling, but A37 through traffic generates a fair bit on 

the road. 

 

g  

h  

i  

j  

k 

Good idea but where will these plants go as all around the school is tarmac and concrete? 

No realistic areas for roadside planting anyway! 

Difficult to maintain. 

No effective mitigation of dangers to Pensford school can be made without major change. 

The Environment - General 
The Parish Council should be much more active in promoting green issues and should appoint/elect and 

Environment Officer with special responsibility for the environment. 

Housing 

 Q 8  



a 
Housing development needs to be balanced to avoid creating ghettos – maintain the community 

feel of the village. 

b  

c 

I don’t think more sheltered accommodation is needed but it needs to be moved to where the 

current low cost housing is in Publow Lane. Demolish the sheltered accommodation in Hillcrest 

and replace with family housing. 

d 

Pensford is attractive for many reasons, two being its security and peacefulness – this is why we 

should not be including low-cost sheltered accommodation as part of a Neighbourhood Plan. 

Introducing low cost/affordable housing in the area might affect the safety and great community 

spirit that makes Pensford such a great place to live. 

Affordable housing a good idea but should not be used as a way of giving unlimited freedom to 

developers. 

What about some 2 bedroom homes in Woollard and publow maybe two or four. 

Q 9  

a 

If allotments are moved and ground used for housing – then it should be considered for the 

elderly and disabled – living at the top of the hill where they are now  - is not caring for them – as 

it limits their ability to get out and about – what transport and help is provided for the elderly? 

Allotments could be a mix of older version accommodation and starter homes. 

Ideally relocate some of the present Old People’s Homes in Hillcrest to the allotment site and 

convert them into starter homes. 

We should encourage more use of allotments. 

b 

Even restricting developments to within the boundary lines needs to be monitored.  Residents of 

Pensford have no interest in the village becoming a small town or a vast built-up area. 

 

Should find areas outside HDB at expense of green belt subject to appropriate safeguards. 

c  

d 

Review the designation of the “conservation area”.  Any development should be sympathetic to 

the character of the village as a whole. 

e 

Housing development boundary as shown reveals about 2 or 3 plots still  available, which  puts a 

stopper on extra houses. 

Our answer here is dependant on the definition of “suitable” i.e. what is considered suitable and 

who judges this? 

Restricting development to the HDB will leave a couple of landowners with a monopoly on 

housing provision.  Monopolies seldom lead to an increase in quality.  Good development should 

be encouraged and bad avoided on a case by case basis.  Paving one mans way and unfairly 

blocking anothers in advance is unfair and counter-productive.  Beautiful buildings can improve 

any view, ugly ones are a shame wherever they are.  These legal classifications as to who may 



build and who may not are an unwanted intrusion.  By all means make some areas more 

protected than others but in the end the village should decide based on the plan at the time. 

f 
Reconsideration of the Green Belt area so that the marginally extended development area can 

accommodate small pockets of appropriate housing to satisfy local demand. 

Housing - General 

 
From the enclosed plan it would seem to be the position that little or no development is possible.  
Therefore some of the indicated answers are wishful thinking. 
 
Re: the map – one side was impossible to read.   
 
The Old Peoples bungalows at Hillcrest should be redeveloped for young people.  3 stories including flats 
and apartments.  Some ½ and 3 bedroom units and a complex for the elderly including some 
attended/monitored units should be developed on the allotment with a communal garden and extra 
parking for the crowded village green area. 
 
The village at present cannot cope with current population – transport, parking so more homes will not 
ease the situation. 
 
Maps way too small, unable to indentify roads, streets etc. 
I 
 would like to see small eco bungalows (2 bed) built on allotment site, providing allotments are provided.  
Young people can manage the hills and if oldies could not move into convenient small bungalows on the 
level, near the centre of the village it would release homes for families without having to use more land to 
give families more space. 
 
Housing is very difficult as we have little space within the H.D.B. However, it would be good to see an 
opportunity for older people to move into smaller properties releasing larger houses to family groups. The 
idea of using the allotment land is good but as there is a statutory obligations to provide an alternative, that 
has been the stumbling block. 
 
Hursley Hill Right Turners into Hursley lane Major Problem.  Football field Satek Hursley Lane major 
problems caused with parking in Hursley Lane.  Emergency services can not get through whilst matches are 
on.  Insufficient parking inside football ground. 
 
I am concerned about the size and location of the “barn” being erected on land off Pensford Lane. 
 
I feel we need housing but I’m just not sure where it can go! 
 
If a little of the Memorial playing field (fronting Publow Lane) was sold for affordable housing, the 
Memorial Hall could be replaced by a modern community centre.  The houses built could be similar to 
those built In Pensford Old Road, just above the George and Dragon on the right. 
 
Housing:  there would have to be a much better allocation of housing    the rich must be unable to access 
social housing. 
 
The village needs to adapt to the changes that are happening.  Housing is a major issue because young 
families/first time buyers are priced out of the market due to low numbers of appropriate housing stock.  It 



is important that the character of the area is maintained and we would not want to see large developments 
by big construction companies.  Instead it needs targeted small developments so that local young families 
can be supported to get on the ladder so that the community remains diverse. This should mean shared 
ownership schemes, etc of 1-5 houses for verified locals. 
 
Its a difficult one re building more houses yet keeping within the housing development boundary.  It’s all 
about balance & old meeting new; & being sensitive to the history & character of Pe4nsford yet there must 
be a room somewhere for slight expansion if affordable housing for young families & retirement aged can 
be proved there is a need locally. 
 
Many, particularly young people, cannot afford to buy a house and private rented accommodation is also 
too expensive.  There needs to be more suitable rented properties i.e. rents at prices they can afford. These 
must be of an acceptable standard. Cheap rents often means poor quality accommodation. 
 
Developments in villages need to be small scale – large numbers of new houses cause too much strain on 
local facilities.  It’s also much better for local builders to do the development rather than large national 
companies who have no interest in local matters or conserving the nature of the village they are changing.  
Several small developments would yield as many houses as one large one & have less impact. 
 

Transport, Highways, Parking & Road Safety 

Q 10  

a 

I believe speed reducing ramps are more effective that speed limits e.g the main road through 

Whitchurch. 

Traffic calming and speed restrictions need to happen NOW. 

While I agree that slowing down the traffic on A37 is a good idea it would only benefit parish 

residents if the traffic didn’t move on to the back roads (Publow, Woollard). 

If existing speed limits were adhered to this would improve matters in its own right. 

Traffic calming measures have been found to increase pollution. 

I worry hugely that traffic doesn’t always stop at the pedestrian crossing by the school – traffic 
calming urgently needed. 
 
It is vitally important that the lanes from Pensford via Publow up to Charlton Road towards 
Keynsham are restricted in speed to 20mph (or 30mph at most) as the “rat runners” are 
increasing in number and speed and one day we will have a serious incident with loss of life for 
human or animal. 
 

b 

Further, residents permit parking could be introduced and other parking available could be 

charged for this raising funds for the Memorial Hall. 

Consider ways to restrict commercial vehicle parking in residential areas. 

Enforcement of parking restrictions is important – eg in front of the lock-up and around the pub 

and post office. 

High Street is not safe for pedestrians day or night.  The parked cars mean moving vehicles have 

to drive on the marked “footpath” Pedestrians are invisible in the dark – solar lights should be 



considered. 

All the cars parked along the High Street and Old Road make the area unsafe for both drivers and 

pedestrians.  Some limitations to ensure safe passage would be welcome. 

Must find off street parking field behind school/Mem Hall (Battens?) On street hopeless solution 

given narrow roads. 

A police presence at times would help to stop selfish parking in the narrow entrance to Publow 

Lane.  So many people think they have a right to park outside their property but the roads is not 

part of their property. If only it had been a statutory requirement to have an off road parking 

space before being able to licences a vehicle many of the present day parking problems would not 

exist. 

Double yellow lines are required along Publow lane (from High Street – Memorial Hall).  Parking 

along the lane is making driving out of driveways dangerous and difficult. 

Would it be possible to purchase some of the field beside the school, in front of the Barton, to be 

made into a car park to get parked cars off our narrow roads? 

The excessive street parking along Church Street is very difficult – on one occasion and 
ambulance was unable to reach our house because of vehicles obstructing it. 
 
I understand the George & Dragon are seeking to buy the land behind the pub to make parking 
spaces for their customers.  I support this as the land there lays unused & overgrown and it will 
make a positive impact on parking issues in the High Street. 
 

c 
Having cheaper fares from Pensford is good for our residents but will this proposal not exacerbate 

the current parking problem?  Can we have a few more spaces at the top of Pensford Hill? 

d 

I would like to see a pavement to the hall and playing fields as we use the park regularly and don’t 
feel safe walking on the road with two small children. 
 

e 

Fully support – can’t see any disadvantage. 

Access only becomes impossible when the A37 is shut because of an accident – hence speed ramp 

on Old Road, Hillcrest and High Street. 

“Access only” From the entrance to Old Road from A37 extremely poorly signposted.  Many 

examples of near misses happening to people indicating to turn in.  It should be clearly signposted 

and emphasise on junction.  Also, should be a maximum of 30mph limit from that junction 

emphasised more through there.  Inferior line painting paint seems to have been used all around 

our village as they all seem to be disappearing! 

f 

A roundabout is an excellent idea for this very dangerous and FAST piece of the A37 – 2 speeding 

of the traffic coming up the hill makes it impossible to exit the B3130. 

This would only make it easier to come from the B3130 to A37 turning right but with the many 

accidents of late this would not be the answer.  The traffic is not obeying the speed limit coming 

up now so this would be another accident waiting to happen. Everyone is in such a hurry to get 

away up the hill past the junction that the speed limit is having no effect. (Especially when any 



bus wants to pull out from the stop into traffic.  It seems to be a race as to how many vehicles can 

get past them so that they are not behind).  I suggest you watch and experience the number of 

near missed there are here! 

We think that reducing the speed limit to 30 mph might be more effective than a roundabout. 

g 

20mph limit if enforced would help.  Speed is currently horrendous. 

Introducing traffic calming measures with a 20mph limit is supported but without adequate 

policing it is a waste of time. 

This is a really important issue for us, as we walk our very young children along the lane from 

Publow to Pensford school – it is currently a national speed limit. 

h 

The village area could be extended back to the lock up area creating a T-junction at the bottom of 

the High Street.  This will make safer access for pedestrians and for traffic.  (This was considered 

as a Millenium project for Pensford and Banes Highways who were consulted had no objection in 

principle. 

Get rid of – rethink the useless triangle of grass at the bottom of the High Street and make the 

road safer for traffic and pedestrians.  It is probably the most hazardous area of road to navigate, 

especially when all the cars are parked. 

How?  

i 

Having traffic lights on Pensford Hill would cause major traffic delay, create a bottle neck and 

cause more pollution from waiting traffic. 

Traffic lights on Pensford Hill during peak times would create a huge traffic tail backs, actually, not 

only peak times! 

How about high vehicle triggered traffic lights to make the flow of lorries and therefore other 

traffic following them more affective and thus better safeguarding pedestrians. 

Whilst I agree that something needs to be done about Pensford Hill – anything that slows traffic 

here may encourage drivers onto Blackrock Lane, Parsonage Lane into Publow and onto Pensford 

High Street.  This must be avoided. 

Common sense must surely come into this one.  It would produce horrendous backlogs either end 

of the traffic lights due to it being a busy road.  To actually get out on to the A37 for villagers 

would be a nightmare as there would be a constant stream of traffic each way when the lights 

change.  (It is bad enough now!)  Once the pavement is widened in keeping with the latest trend 

of making it so wide – If the wall on the left even fall or topple into the road which it will do the 

road would have to be completely shut leaving no access up or down due to the excessively wide 

pavement.  There are too many past instances when traffic lights have been deployed and the 

volume of traffic is never ending. 

Strongly oppose single lane Pensford Hill – traffic build up would be horrendous and increase air 

pollution outside primary school.  However, other traffic calming measures are essential.  Trying 

to cross the A37 near Police Lane is so hazardous and pulling out, esp to the right feels v unsafe.  

30limit should extend from top of Pensford Hill to Chelwood roundabout or at least after both 

ends of Hillcrest.  Turning right out of Chew Magna Road feels dangerous if busy. 



Xxxx elevated traffic lights – activated only by HGV – to warn when 2 HGVs would meet on 

Pensford Hill – the lights would be placed to stop one at the top/bottom on the Hill. 

Thank you for the chance to make comments on the questionnaire attached. 

We think that this may cause traffic to back up into Pensford outside the school and other 

housing. So, yes agree that there should be something in place to allow lorries to pass more easily 

but probably not traffic lights. 

Traffic hold-ups are bad enough as it is without more restrictions to traffic flow. 

This would cause more pollution especially outside the school with stationary traffic.  And houses 

on Pensford Hill would have as constant stream of traffic either up or down.  Currently at least we 

get a break in traffic at times. 

Any restriction on traffic volume flow through the village will result in log jams on the hill.  

Pensford is blighted by traffic but a roundabout or traffic lights will ensure that it is defined and 

dominated by it. 

Traffic lights and single lane highway sounds good but in practice would lead to enormous queues 

of traffic, pollution and frustration amongst drivers of through traffic and local people. 

J 

While I would love to reduce traffic volume on the A37 (especially HGVs and past the school) I 

also have concerns about the impact on the countryside of building huge new roads. 

Where would a bypass be located? 

A37 bypass or re-designate to get HGVs away from village but not cutting through areas of 

beauty. 

Would like more information before I can make a decision. 

Push for a by-pass.  Traffic calming will not solve the long-term problem. 

By-pass would alleviate the traffic through Pensford but routing would require very careful 

consideration with regard to conservation areas.  Preferred route west of Pensford? 

How can this be achieved? It’s main route to coast.   

We think that a Pensford by-pass would be a good idea in principle and would solve many of the 

road- safety and pollution problems, but not if it led to the appalling rape of the countryside that 

occurred as a result of the building of the Batheaston by-pass where the massive engineering 

work that took place destroyed many acres of farm land and obliterated an area of outstanding 

beauty.  What about the existing viaduct as part of a traffic control-flow system?  Could it be 

made strong enough to support heavy lorry traffic? 

Transport, Highways, Parking & Road Safety - General 
Would have preferred the questions not to lump speed limits with traffic calming.  Would be strongly 
opposed to chicanes and or speed humps in road. 
 
Wish more attention was given to overgrown state of bus stops and pavements without the need to keep 
contacting BANES. 
 
My husband was walking down Pensford Hill and got clipped by the wing of a van (who didn’t stop).  Please 



could consideration be given to widening the pavement, or traffic calming measures.  Lorries and cars drive 
down the hill at such speed, I am concerned we may have a repeat of what happened on Lansdown Lane in 
Bath where several people were killed.  My husband luckily didn’t receive any injuries, but only because he 
is physically fit, children may not be so lucky. 
 
A large sign saying Keynsham & recycling centre at the junction of Charlton Road and Woollard Lane would 
perhaps save some of the “heavies” from trying to pass in the narrow part of Woollard Lane (not meta, as 
the last sign was stolen) 
 
The bottom end of the High Street, and New Road by the school is dirty.  Also, just up from the school, past 
High Street, on the left by the school sign, is a waste area being used as a dumping ground.  How can 
Pensford be called a conservation area in such circumstances?  I know a clean-up operation has been 
proposed but will this be enough? 
 
My major concern is the traffic situation, so I would like to see efforts made to divert traffic away from the 
village completely. Until that is achieved it’s foolish to consider sizable developments which would make 
the present difficult situation worse. 
 
Parking is an issue with the nine cottages on the High Street. As original dwellings without parking are we 
being taken into consideration with the addition of yellow lines. By clearing the corner by the lockup will 
create a rat run from Publow Lane.  When I moved in I knew I had no parking, but could park easily around 
the triangle, this has got harder over the last two years, maybe caused by people not using their own street 
parking or the addition of the lockup cottages. 
 
My wife and I have lived in Pensford for nearly one year.  The village some years ago was probably a lovely, 
quiet place to live and still could be if only the amount of traffic could be reduced.  We realise that this 
would be impossible now, and so the only hope of retaining a village atmosphere would be to restrict the 
daily stream of juggernaughts through the narrow streets, totally unsuitable for their use, and a 
roundabout on the junction of A37 and B3130 as suggested.  And finally, working speed cameras on both 
entering and leaving the village. 
 
This is our other main priority. 

 The number of traffic accidents locally is of great concern. 

 The number of large lorries is also a concern especially when they cannot pass each other up the hill 
– with two teenage children developing their independence I often worry about their safety on the 
pavements and crossing roads. 

 WE have to pull onto the A37 at a point where vision is limited in both directions when leaving our 
drive which frightens me with the level of traffic especially now my son is learning to drive. 

 We would like to reduce the number of large lorries going through Pensford + have a 20 limit. 
Instead of “banging on” about parking restrictions being put in place, possibly reducing house prices in 
streets affected, pay some attention to the amount of vehicles that come up Church Street the wrong way 
and therefore against the one way system.  Perhaps better signs or bigger!  At the moment, whilst narrow, 
the parking acts as a speed restriction.  Once those vehicles cannot park where they normally do, the traffic 
speed will increase. 
 
There needs to be a safer means of crossing A37 in 40mph area at Belluton for accessing bus stop etc – very 
poor sight lines currently. 
 
Road safety is priority, especially A37 in Pensford. 
 



We as a family are particularly concerned about the amount of traffic, especially HGVs, passing through 
Pensford.  The children at the primary school are exposed to significant pollutions, and the speed at which 
traffic travels is problematic.  Our garden backs on to the A37 from the top end of Hillcrest.  The cars that 
pass our garden have passed through the speed restrictions and are accelerating, causing considerable 
noise pollution.  When our children are older and go to Chew valley School, they will need to cross the A37 
at the bottom of our garden from the bus stop, which is currently too dangerous due to the speed of the 
vehicles.  I would be very interested in exploring alternative routes for the schoolchildren to access the 
Memorial Hall playing fields. 
 
By pass Pensford before there is a major accident/disaster – school.  Reduce the traffic on the High Street – 
NO parking. 
 
Vehicle weight restriction should be introduced on the B3130. 
I would like to see a segregated cycle path between Pensford and Bristol! This would help make people feel 
more safe about cycling to work and obviously is environmentally friendly.  At present the A37 is too 
dangerous. 
 
With regard to road safety:-  Church Street one way system should be reinforced.  More signage.  Too many 
cars/bikes turning right at bottom of Wick Lane/Church Street junction. 
 
Inappropriate vehicles using Stanton Lane from Stanton Drew – damage property at Bridge House end.  
Some lorries get stuck – cannot turn.  Block local traffic.  ? Install sign at Stanton Drew reinforcing 
unsuitability for large vehicles. 
 
A37 – Extend 30mph zone to Pensford sign at Chew Magna turning. 
Speed camera to be moved back to the bottom of Pensford Hill outside the school. 
 
Speed ramps on Old Road, Hillcrest and High Street – the only way to ensure slower traffic. 
 
The traffic is an issue that has to be addressed.  We really like the idea of traffic lights on Pensford Hill and 
Access only on “rat run” streets. Whilst it will be inconvenient to commuters who use the A37 the safety of 
the villagers is more important. 
 
Heavy goods traffic should be encouraged to use the A39 and B3116 route to access the M32 at junction3 
or the A4174 to junction 1.  Thus bypassing Pensford and Hursley Hill. 
 
With respect to the questions on the merits or otherwise of the traffic and pedestrian measures proposed, 
it is difficult to give definitive answers without more information on the various proposals.  A lot of the 
heavy traffic problems on the A37 will only be solved when a motorway exists from south coast 
(Southampton) to Bristol.  All the bits and pieced bypass schemes only move the problem from one area to 
another and make for slow traffic bottle neck problems. 
 
Pensford Hill (i) very very important – but give thought to traffic entering 37 from Woollard and High Street, 
as could be long waits.  Also speed bumps all the way down High Street – right from entrance at Chelwood 
end, as it’s used as a race track and rat run.  Access only would not work nor 30mph signs.  Make it 
awkward. 
 

Q 11  

a Typo!  This bus service is BRISTOL to STREET, not Bath. 



Nearest “big town” is Keynsham. 

b  

c 

Very valuable for access to shops, banks, 2 doctor’s surgeries.  Reasonable cost is important.  It 
will give younger people more independence as well as non-drivers. 
 
There should be a bus service that covers Chew Valley and goes direct to Bath without covering 
M-S-N or Radstock. 
 
I am not alone in using Keynsham as a regular shopping centre yet how many and how often do 
buses go to Keynsham. 
 
A regular Chew Valley bus service is attractive but when the service was previously available very 
few people in the parish used it.  The Parish Council has to be pragmatic about campaigning for 
such a service. 

General Comments & Suggestions 

 

 
It would be very helpful for delivery people and visitors if there were a map of houses in the High 
Street, Pensford and other places too, if this is a common phenomenon, so that if someone needs 
to find “The Brambles”, or whatever, then they can consult the map.  Otherwise, how is anyone 
expected to find unnumbered houses?  In fact, numbered houses are tricky too, with the numbers 
decreasing towards the centre of Pensford.... Now, let’s try to find no. 135.... 
 
Poorly thought out.  Badly designed. Unlikely to produce meaningful results in consequence. 
 
Following from Q14 there should be Q15 “What don’t you like about living in the Parish”. 
 
Thank you all for this.  I think that the planning strategy that has allowed the “Community Farm” to 
develop into a:- 

 Two storey timber building 

 Two yurts with chimneys 

 An outside compost loo 

 A kitchen sink attached to a farm fence 

 A childrens’ playground and a vegetable patch 
Should be carefully looked at to hopefully prevent this happening in our greenbelt. 
 
Please could something be done about the poor road surfaces/potholes.  Very dangerous for 
cyclists! 
 
More regular activities at the Memorial Hall would be appreciated – we used to have dancing 
lessons there, as a group, which was great. 
 
The current bus service is very expensive + puts me off using it. 
 
Make village tidier and safer by reclaiming grass verges and cutting back overgrown hedges and 
trees that make narrow roads even worse. 
 
With regard to the allotments: The people who currently have allotments have spent large 
amounts of energy + time + money getting them into their current state   this needs to be 
acknowledged if they are forced to relocate!! 



 
Public transport is a nonsense in our village   the fare into Bristol is a scandal. 
 
The George and Dragon should have its music licence hours reduced to 11:00pm. 
 
The village green should be cut and tended to more often.  More bollards to be put around the 
village green to prevent the odd car parking on the grass. 
 
We must treasure what we have.  Keep the village as a village. 
 
We have agreed with some of the things that we think are not important to village life.  In a 
perfect world it would be great to have all these things but we live in a village and we think the 
village has to be kept as near as we can.  We must be careful not to create a small town.  Maybe 
we need things not to be so perfect so we can keep what we have a bit longer.  
 
The walk to school could be worked out by a pedestrian walkway and may be marked crossing – if 
the traffic is slowed down this would be possible. 
 
Is it possible to arrange open days for walkers to travel across the top of our viaduct? 
 
I wish we could stop the NOT ON OUR DOORSTEP attitude to affordable housing for others.  It’s a 
fact that we live on a planet with a rapidly growing population, let others enjoy the same things 
we all take for granted.  Stop worrying about the use of fossil fuels and fracking, the real problem 
in the world is Animal Agriculture.  It’s very easy to blame global warming on cars, but that’s not 
the truth. 
 
The most important issue is to sort out car parking in the village AND Please a roundabout on the 
A37/B3130 Junction. 
 
I have just read the two articles in our October and November Parish magazines and I quite 
honestly can’t believe in my wildest dreams what is going on in a field near the Downs.  I was told 
that a barn was being built in the middle of a field, a barn, my foot, talk about planners having the 
wool pulled over their eyes, can’t they see through the fog, it is just the beginning of a step closer 
to having a house built nearby.  I was told by Stanton Drew P.C. that the frame work which has 
been out up was refused in their first application and the one that was passed has been ignored.  
This area to me is a natural habitat for wildlife and it has been invaded by travellers looking to 
make a fast buck.  When everything has failed in say a few years is it all going to be pulled down, I 
sincerely hope so. I am all for private enterprise in its perspective but I must confess this project is 
something I am dead against and cannot support it in any way.  Come on you planner what the 
hell are you playing at allowing such a stupid funny farm being allowed on green belt land.  I must 
warn you that you will be setting a precedent if this is allowed to continue.  What is stopping 
anyone buying a field nearby and doing the same thing.  You could not refuse them.  I sincerely 
hope you bring a stop to this right now. 
 
Use the unemployed layabouts in the village to tidy the village up.  It’s scruffy and unkempt.  Why 
should our pensioners do this job. 
 
I am not in favour of neighbourhood planning. 
 
Re-locate Pensford school. Suggest site of Memorial Hall, adjacent playing fields publicly owned. 
I live on the A37 and the traffic is constant day and night and of high speed lots of overtaking and 



 

accidents.  The speed is fast but lorrys and can often pull you into the road when walking due to 
the air its a bit scary.  At the bottom of the hill on the A37 it says nation speed limit but I thinks 
this is way to fast up a dark windy road.  Bus drivers can’t see you at night any where on the A37 
(Whitley Batts). 
 


