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A Warm 
Welcome Space. 
Doesn’t that 
sound cosy?

I write this in January which 
one doesn’t automatically 
think of as warm and 
welcoming. But it’s warm 
welcome spaces that we 
long for I think. We know winter is the cold and flu season. We’ve also had floods 
and freezing. There is deep suffering everywhere that needs love applied to it. And 
when we need to find refuge to relax; it’s warmth, a soothing cup of something and 
chats with friends that help make things better.
This winter, all over the country the national Warm Welcome initiative started with 
charities, public spaces, community groups, and places of worship invited to host 
Warm Welcome spaces. Warm Welcome spaces help build community and mitigate 
isolation. Warm Welcome spaces are FREE, warm, welcoming, and safe. On offer are 
coffee mornings, breakfast and after school clubs, lunches and refreshments, work 
and study spaces, with welcoming people.
The types of Warm Welcome spaces are as varied in their opening hours as are their 
locations. In Bristol, Keynsham, Bath and surrounding areas there are more than 
40 Warm Welcome spaces. And there are many more around the country. Find a 
location near you or for someone else that you know at  
https://www.warmwelcome.uk/spaces/dashboard#LiveMap.  
Click on the red pin on the map and it will tell you all the details about that  
Warm Welcome space. St Mary’s & Compton Dando village neighbours are 
hosting a Warm Welcome every Thursday from 12:30 - 2:00pm in the Village 
Hall in Compton Dando. Come for homemade soup, rolls or bread, coffee, tea 
and refreshments. Come along if you’d like to warm up after a walk, are taking a 
working from home lunch break, or just fancy a cuppa with a biscuit on the side. 
Everyone is welcome.
We’d love to see you there.
James 2:8 NRSV “You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the 
scripture,You shall love your neighbour as yourself.”
Blessings,
Rev Denise
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1st Sunday
Publow All Saints’ 10:00am Holy Communion

2nd Sunday
Compton Dando St. Mary’s 10:00am Café Church

3rd Sunday
Publow All Saints’ 10:00am Holy Communion 

4th Sunday
Compton Dando St. Mary’s 10:00am Holy Communion

5th Sunday
Rotation between Publow All Saints’ and Compton Dando St. Mary’s

Weekly
Every Wednesday Publow All Saints’ 9.30am Morning Prayer 
Every Thursday Compton Dando St. Mary’s 9.30am Morning Prayer

Front cover image: Many thanks to Jane Flower for their photo of Pensford Church. 
Email a photo of our local churches to pensford@gmail.com and see it as one of our front 
cover. 01

Parish Ponderings
A Warm Welcome Space.  Doesn’t that sound cosy? 


I write this in January which one doesn’t automatically think of as warm and welcoming.  But it’s warm welcome spaces that we long for I think.  We know winter is the cold and flu season.  We’ve also had floods and freezing. There is deep suffering everywhere that needs love applied to it.  And when we need to find refuge to relax; it’s warmth, a soothing cup of something and chats with friends that help make things better. 

This winter, all over the country the national Warm Welcome initiative started with charities, public spaces, community groups, and places of worship invited to host Warm Welcome spaces. 
Warm Welcome spaces help build community and mitigate isolation. Warm Welcome spaces are FREE,  warm, welcoming, and safe. On offer are coffee mornings, breakfast and after school clubs, lunches and refreshments, work and study spaces, with welcoming people. 

The types of Warm Welcome spaces are as varied in their opening hours as are their locations. In Bristol, Keynsham, Bath and surrounding areas there are more than 40 Warm Welcome spaces. And there are many more around the country. Find a location near you or for someone else that you know at https://www.warmwelcome.uk/spaces/dashboard#LiveMap.  Click on the red pin on the map and it will tell you all the details about that Warm Welcome space. 

St Mary’s & Compton Dando village neighbours are hosting a Warm Welcome every Thursday from 12:30-2:00pm in the Village Hall in Compton Dando. Come for homemade soup, rolls or bread, coffee, tea and refreshments. Come along if you’d like to warm up after a walk, are taking a working from home lunch break, or just fancy a cuppa with a biscuit on the side. Everyone is welcome. 

We’d love to see you there. 

Blessings, 

Rev Denise 


James 2:8 NRSV  
You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” 



03

Christingle Service Pensford Primary 
Nativity Play

Church News

02

From the Parish Registers of 

All Saints’ Publow
Interment of Ashes
14th December - Richard Frank 
NEWBERY
19th December - John Michael HURLEY

Funeral Service followed by burial at 
Whitchurch Cemetery
21st December - Terry WEEKS

Church News

All Saints’ Church, BS39 4HP
• Home Baking
• Pre-loved Stall

• Paintings by Doreen Bond

All Saints’ Market
Saturday 4th February 10 - 11:30

Admission £1 to include tea/coffee and biscuit.
Proceeds towards All Saints’ General Fund

Pensford Primary School were warmly 
welcomed to All Saints’ towards the end 
of term for their annual interpretation 
of the Christmas story. After two 
rehearsals, there were two lively 
performances, each full of supportive 
parents, grand parents and friends of 
the school. It was evident that all the 
children had worked really hard at 
learning the songs and words. It is always 
a pleasure to have Pensford Primary 
School at All Saints’ Publow and we  
look forward to the next event!

3rd December 2022
All Saints’ Church Publow was delighted 
to host a crowded event on Saturday, 
3rd December. Amongst the many 
stalls visitors were able to choose table 
decorations, an amazing array of home 
baked items, a plethora of colourful 
crafts and knitted items, many different 
types of cards and miniature decorated 
Christmas trees. After all that, there was 
coffee and warm mince pies to consume 
while catching up with the many people, 
both local and from further away, who 
gathered to support our Christmas 
Market. A magnificent sum of £1,791 was 
realised for All Saints’ General Fund.
Our grateful thanks go to the many 
visiting stall holders, everyone who 
helped in any way and the large number 
of people who attended. There was 
a great atmosphere in the church 
throughout the morning, which created 
a real boost to the start of the Christmas 
season.

Our next event will be on Saturday,  
4th February, 2023, at All Saints’ Church 
Publow from 10.00am and will feature 
the home baking stall, a pre-loved 
presents table and paintings by the late 
Doreen Bond. We look forward to seeing 
everyone again then. 
For further information: Judith Hillman 
01761 490324, Gillian Wookey 490336, 
Janet Smith 490584.

All Saints’ Christmas Market

The Christingle Service held in aid of 
the Children’s Society was a fun event 
on Christmas Eve. We had a good, lively 
group of youngsters who helped in the 
morning to prepare the Christingles and 
arrange the crib for the nativity scene.
A large number of children with their 
parents and grand parents assembled in the 
afternoon for an enjoyable time learning 
about the meaning of the Christingle, 
singing carols and helping to assemble the 
figures in the nativity scene. A generous 
collection amounting to £343.69 has been 
sent to the Children’s Society towards their 
work with vulnerable children. Thank you 
to everyone who attended and helped in 
any way.
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Available for hire

COMPTON DANDO
PARISH HALL
Attractive, warm & comfortable

Parties : Functions : Meetings etc.
For details or bookings contact

Ian Collings 01761 490024/07836 208 098  
comptonhalluk@gmail.com

French Tuition
Qualified, experienced French 

teacher offering tuition at all levels
• Beginners

• Exam preparation
• Conversational

• Holiday
For further details

contact Trish on 01761 490477

GENTLE FITNESS
Personal training to help keep your 

independence, improve your supple strength  
or to help work towards your other goals.

Exercise in your own home.
www.gentlefitness.co.uk
Samantha 07736309272

£40 a session or £350 for ten

MILL CORNER 
GARAGE

MOT’s now carried
 

out in our workshop

Tel: 01761 490652

Mill Corner, Church Street, 
Pensford, Bristol BS39 4AQ

Servicing : Accident repAirS 
Mot’S : oilS : BAtterieS

tyreS : AcceSSorieS

All Saints’ Tower
When the church has a tower as old 
and distinguished as that at All Saints’, 
it is no surprise that it needs constant 
maintenance. After many years of low 
expenditure, the rooks have been coming 
home, literally, to roost.
Readers will remember the refurbishment 
of the bells a few years back, for the 
first major overhaul in over 100 years. 
Now we have been engaged in much less 
glamorous but hugely important work 
on the main tower structure itself. The 
roof is of course covered in lead, much 
of it dating back decades with some very 
old graffiti and signatures, including that 
of Acker Bilk. Minor cracks and leaks 
in both lead and stonework expand 
over the years and gradually let in water. 
Further the glassless windows on all four 
aspects have been deteriorating with 
both rainwater and birds getting in. All 
of this has led to rotting of supporting 
timbers in the various floors of the tower.
Our retained specialist builder, Alex 
Carr, has carried out significant work 
such that the window lattice work 
has been restored on the inside with 
birdproof screening installed and the 
timbers reinforced. The next, doubtless 
very expensive, stage will mean 
scaffolding to the top of the tower so that 
outside masonry can be repointed and 
the lead on the roof fully refurbished (it 
is not feasible to carry rolls of lead up the 
spiral staircase inside the tower!)
To date, all work has been funded 
from the parish’s internal resources, 
primarily due to the hard work of so 
many supporters with monthly markets 

and other fundraising events. We shall 
be looking more widely for funds as we 
embark on these next stages of bringing 
our wonderful building into best state for 
the 21st century.
Andrew Hillman, Churchwarden

All Saints’ Carol Service
A strong congregation enjoyed the 
annual Carol Service on 11th December. 
A choir of some 16 singers provided a 
wonderful base to the congregational 
singing. Led by new choirmaster Richard 
Sanders, they also showed off their 
talents with anthems and carols on their 
own.
We were delighted to welcome some 
guest readers of the traditional lessons, 
including two pupils from Pensford 
Primary School, both of whom read 
very beautifully and were a credit to 
themselves and their school.

Church News

Every Tuesday  
9.45am - 11.45am at Pensford Memorial Hall 
£3 per family. Babies welcome!
Contact Angharad Allen on 07967 730357  
or email pensfordtoddlers@outlook.com  
for more information.

First  
session  

free



07

We’ll recommend a solution 
that suits you, not us
That means we listen to your needs, take on board your wants 
and, very importantly, take into account your budget. We can
then advise you on the best way to go; whether that be a 
complete bespoke garage, top of the range automated door,
a basic up and over or simply a repair.

So with direct access to the top manufacturers, a huge stock 
of spare parts for all makes and our own teams of experienced 
engineers, you can be assured of the result you want.

trading standards approved trader

Call Debbie or Nicola on 01761 419999 
Showroom: Radstock Rd, Midsomer Norton, BA3 2AD

www.sdsgaragedoors.co.uk

For details of our pre-fab buildings please 
visit: www.sdsconcretegarages.co.uk

GARAGE DOOR & PRE-FABRICATED 
BUILDING SPECIALISTS

Friendly experienced instructors

All ages and abilities welcome

Great range  of convenient times

Classes include : Body Conditioning,

 Kettlercise, Monday Mashup, Spinning! 

Pilates, Yoga and Core Strength

Post-Natal* Post-Natal Pilates*

Personal Training, Power Pump

Physiotherapy with Bluesky

Yeofit is Yeo Valley HQ's gym & studio, with classes open to the local public

Join your local friendly gym with a view to 

feeling stronger & healthier than ever before!

www.lynnejoynerfitness.co.uk   Tel: 07748 963297

Yeofit, Yeo Valley HQ, Rhodyate, Blagdon, Bristol BS40 7YE

The Yeo Valley Canteen is currently open Tue to Fri 9am-11.30am

*bring baby too!

......why not pop up to the Yeo valley canteen too for 
coffee and/or brunch & socialise with others from the class?

Self Service Organic Milk 
vending Machine

Open daily at the farm gate
Organic, Unhomogenised, Pasteurised 

Whole Milk from our  
British Friesian dairy herd.

graSS fed, dry aged Beef,
hOMeBred On Our Organic farM

Available to order

Langford Farm
Woollard Lane BS39 4HT

(07568) 540970

WWW.LANGFORDFARMORGANIC.CO.UK
INFO@LANGFORDFARMORGANIC.CO.UK

Diocese of Bath and Wells
A better way
Culture, it’s said, is ‘how things get done 
around here’. This suggests that our 
understanding of the world is largely 
formed by our experiences and what 
we’re accustomed to. That’s all fine until 
everything around us, as it does, keeps on 
changing. Then we’re then set on a collision 
course between how we think things should 
be, and how they actually are. Anybody aged 
over 40 who’s had to ask a nine year old how 
to use their new phone will understand this 
dilemma perfectly.
Cultural collisions aren’t just restricted to 
technology. They affect churches too. Many 
of us grew up with a model of church set up 
by the Victorians. This mostly meant that each parish had one church building 
with its own vicar, who took responsibility for most aspects of the ministry 
needed in a particular place. Yet even this was new in its day. Look much further 
back and things worked very differently. The New Testament speaks of churches 
where lots of different people played many different roles, each operating out 
of the particular skills and gifts given them by God. In Ephesians the writer 
describes a church where ‘some [are] apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
some pastors and teachers’.
So what would be the right model of church for our day? The Victorians’ 
assumption that the vicar would do almost everything would seem to be a crying 
waste of the gifts and passions that together we share. And as more of our clergy 
care for three, six or more parishes, the nineteenth century model is increasingly 
leaving our vicars tired, overstretched and liable to burn out.
We need a better way; one that draws on the rich talents, abilities and skills that 
our church members have. Here in Bath and Wells we’re calling this ‘shared 
local ministry’. Examples of what that can look like exist in many places around 
our diocese. Neither first century nor nineteenth century, but an emerging 
twenty first century way of how we want ‘to get things done around here’. A 
better way to inhabit well the faith we’ve inherited in our time and generation.
Bishop Michael
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Local Groups

Pensford Local History Group (PLHG) 
The Pensford Local History Group 
(PLHG) held its third and final talk of 
the year in early December 2022 and 
huge thanks go to Garry Atterton for 
his thoroughly interesting, informative 
and animated talk on Bedminster Coal, 
Blood, Sweat and Tears.  Although 
Garry is at heart a “Barton Hill boy”, he 
moved to the local area in early 2020 and 
is very keen to support the PLHG and we 
were extremely pleased that he could do 
this talk for us.
There was a lot of information shared 
and it’s incredible to think what can 
spark an inquisitive mind after seeing 
two references to “coal miner” on a 
marriage certificate one quiet Sunday 
afternoon!  Not only did Garry tell 
us about the tragedy that struck the 
Garland family (44 members across five 
generations of the family were miners) 
where seven of them were tragically 
killed but he also covered the wider 
aspects of Bedminster coal mining.
Garry, who is a retired teacher, is one of 
the founder members of the Barton Hill 
History Group (formed in 1983) in East 

Bristol.  Garry’s interest in history was 
sparked at a young age by his grandfather 
William Atterton and, over the last forty 
years, Garry has been researching and 
recording the memories of the working 
class of Barton Hill and Bedminster.
The talk was well attended and enjoyed 
by nearly forty visitors who braved the 
damp and cold as winter sets in.  Garry’s 
talk generated a great deal of interest 
and, during refreshments afterwards, 
enabled general discussion as well as 
related questions and answers.
Much of Garry’s research comes under 
the concept of Voices of the Past. See 
website www.voicesofthepast.org.uk.  
Specific research areas include the Great 
Western Cotton Works, the 1831 Bristol 
Riots, Victorian poverty in Bristol 
and, of course, the life and times of the 
Bedminster coal miners.  
You can contact Garry Atterton directly 
via garry@voicesofthepast.org.uk
Queries:  
pensfordhistorygroup@gmail.com
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February, 2023
Saturday 4th  Market, All Saints’ Publow, 10.00am - 11.30am
Sunday 5th  Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 10.00am
Sunday 12th  Café Church, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 10.00am
Sunday 19th  Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 10.00am
Wednesday 22nd   Ash Wednesday Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes, 

All Saints’ Publow, 7.30pm
Sunday 26th  Holy Communion, St. Mary’s Compton Dando 10.00am

Pensford Evergreens
Pensford Evergreen club meet weekly at the  

Memorial Hall 7- 9pm on Thursdays.
After our winter break we hold our AGM on March 2nd and continue 

with a program of weekly entertainment .We also enjoy several day coach 
trips,a spring holiday and a turkey and tinsel weekend. We have around 

45 members and would love to welcome anyone 50 yrs +.

Come as a visitor and give us a try.
FFI contact Janet Smith 01762 490584.

Local man rings at Westminster Abbey
As a bellringer of All Saints Publow for forty years I thought wouldn’t it be an 
experience to go to Westminster Abbey to watch how the professional do it. So 
I wrote to them asking if it was possible. They came back to me saying the only 
possible occasion this year would be on Monday 14th November when they were 
due to ring to mark the birthday of HM King Charles III.
As you can probably imagine, the arrangements for ringing at Westminster Abbey 
are a little different from those at most churches. Members of the Westminster 
Abbey Company of Ringers ring when requested to do so by the Dean and Chapter. 
In effect, this means they have a schedule of regular ringing dates each year (church 
festivals, Royal anniversaries, national and civic events) plus a number of one-off 
special occasions.
So I went up to London on the 14th November and was greeted by Jeremy Pratt 
the Conductor Westminster Abbey Company of Ringers. There was a climb of 120 
steps to the Ringing Chamber. Westminster Abbey has a peal of 10 bells, the tenor 
(the heaviest bell) tuned to D, the same as Publow’s tenor. At 1.00pm the ten ringers 
started to ring ‘Stedman Carters’. ‘Carters’ means nine bells changing with the 
tenor bell coming behind. Then Jeremy asked if I would like to ring rounds which 
is 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10 repeated, l was put on the 5th bell and rung for a while until 
Jeremy took over. They then went on to ring ‘Cambridge Surprise Royal’. ‘Royal’ 
means ten bells changing.
I feel very privileged to have actually rung at the Abbey, it will be a day I shall never 
forget.
Stephen Rogers, Tower Captain
All Saints Publow 

All Saints’ 
Market Dates for 2023
• February 4th
• March 4th
• APRIL 22nd 
• June 3rd
• July 1st
• August 5th
• September 2nd
• October 7th
• November 4th
• December 2nd

Advertising Rates
Advertise your business here.  
Price includes a year’s inclusion which is 
10 issues. 
Email pensford@gmail.com  
for more details.
• Full page £320
• Half page £140
• Quarter page £85
• Eight page £45



Local GroupsLocal Groups

1312

Avon Needs Trees
Local charity calls on people to join a 
growing community of tree planters 
Avon Needs Trees is a Bristol-based 
charity that buys land in the Bristol-Avon 
river catchment area to create permanent 
woodlands. The charity began by 
creating woodland in Wiltshire and will 
soon begin planting at two exciting new 
sites, one in the Chew Valley, just south 
of Bristol and the other near Shepton 
Mallet. Over the coming two months, 
volunteers will help to plant thousands 
of native trees provided by the Woodland 
Trust. 

Get out on the land!
Dave Wood, Director of Avon Needs 
Trees, who lives in the Chew Valley, 
explained: “We are very excited to embark 
on these two new projects, and one of 
them is by far our most ambitious project 
to date. This means that we need to 
mobilise hundreds of new volunteers in 
the region. With their help we will create 
woodlands that will stand for generations 
to come. So we are spreading the word 
and hope that people will sign up and 
become part of our growing community!”
People can find out more and register 
as volunteers at Avon Needs Trees’ 
website  www.avonneedstrees.org.uk/
volunteering. Planting days happen 
during the week as well as Saturdays and 
Sundays so there are opportunities to suit 
everyone. Avon Needs Trees volunteer 
Celia Stevens told us: “I love being an 
ANT volunteer. You get to be outside 
with a bunch of interesting people and 
learn so much. Knowing the trees you 

plant will make a real difference to the 
climate, improve biodiversity and offer 
wild places for future generations is a great 
feeling. I would really recommend it.”

Why plant woodlands in our region?
England is one of the least densely 
forested countries in Europe with only 
10% woodland¹ cover compared with 
an average of 38% in the European 
Union². The West Country has even less 
woodland at only 8%  Creating woodlands 
is a practical response to the climate and 
wildlife emergencies.
The trees lock up carbon from the 
atmosphere and the woodland habitats 
provide a place for local wildlife to thrive. 
As the new trees grow, their leaves and 
canopies help slow the rate that rainfall 
runs off the land into rivers and this 
provides natural flood management.
New woodlands are planted with a 
variety of mainly broadleaf native trees 
for example, hornbeam, oak, willow, and 
alder. Some areas are left to regenerate 
naturally, allowing self-seeded saplings 
to flourish. Avon Needs Trees works 
with local communities to make sure 
the woodlands give something back, 
for example by planting a community 
orchard.
Avon Needs Trees ensure long-term care 
of their woodlands, including a year-
round maintenance programme led by 
volunteers and overseen by the charity. 
People of all ages can enjoy the woodlands 
at wellbeing days, family days and forest 
school sessions. There are opportunities 

for groups to visit, colleagues to take part 
in a team ‘away day’ and local people to 
come along with their friends or family. 

Find out more about  
Avon Needs Trees
Stay up to date by signing up for their 
newsletter at www.avonneedstrees.org.
uk/newsletter. It’s also easy to register 

as a volunteer tree planter and get out 
planting this winter www.avonneedstrees.
org.uk/volunteering. For group bookings 
and enquiries contact volunteer@
avonnneedstrees.org.uk.
Sources: ¹Woodland natural capital accounts - Office for 
National Statistics (ons.gov.uk). ²Forest cover: international 
comparisons - Forest Research

Photocredit: Canopy and Stars

Avon Wildlife Trust 
Chew Valley Group
Thursday 23rd February 2023
MOTHS - small creatures surviving 
in a big world  Illustrated talk by 
Mike Bailey.

In the struggle for survival predators have to capture and consume prey and prey 
have to avoid being eaten! Over time this has evolved into a sort of evolutionary 
arms race, in which predators have evolved specialised weapons of attack and prey 
have evolved specialised defences.  Moths have many enemies and are attacked on 
all sides by bats, birds, flies, wasps, bacteria and viruses. Many plants have evolved 
to be inedible. Moths don’t have an easy life!  Mike takes us into this world of 
evolving echolocation and moths’ defence mechanisms. Stealth systems, ultrasonic 
clicks... sounds vaguely familiar?
Chew Magna Old School Room, 7.45pm.  Admission £2.50 incl. refreshments.
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CHELWOOD     
 COMMUNITY FUND  

Invites applications for Grant Awards for Charitable Purposes 
from organisations, community groups and individuals in 

Chelwood and the surrounding parishes. The Grant Application 
Guidelines and the Grant Application Form can be downloaded 
at www.chelwood-village.co.uk or you can call Stephen Meale 

on 07890 965172 or email stephenmeale@icloud.com for copies 
and more information. 

Chelwood Community Fund Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation is a Registered Charity (No. 1170268) established 
to distribute surplus funds generated by Chelwood Community 
Energy Limited (a Community Benefit Society) for the benefit of 

the local community.

 

 
The Most Thorough Cleaning You’ve Ever 

Seen Or It’s Free! 
 Carpets  Advanced Low Moisture System. 

Superb results and dry in as little as 30mins! 
Your neighbours will think you’ve got new. 
 

Upholstery  Fabric and leather upholstery 
can look like new and smell fresh again. 
 

Oriental & Area Rugs  Off site 
cleaning facility for superior results.  
Free Collection & Delivery. 
 

Hard Flooring  
Restorative cleaning and sealing.  
of Natural Stone, Ceramic &  
Porcelain Tiles & Grout, Wood, 
Laminates & Resilient Flooring 
 

Worktops 
Repolishing of scratched and  
Damaged Marble & Granite worktops and 
vanity units.Also re-polishing of marble, 
limestone and travertine floors.     
 

What We Give Others Can’t 
 
*  Telephone Answered Live (8 to 5pm) 
 
* Accurate Appointment Times No more waiting 

around!  10 or more mins late, we ring ahead. 
 
* 100% Money Back Guarantee We are not 

perfect! If a spot re-appears or you’re unhappy, 
we’ll return and re-clean free. If you are still 
unhappy, your payment will not be accepted. 

 
* Value For Money – You get what you pay for. 

We may not always be cheapest, (we won’t use 
the tricks necessary to be so!) 

 

For Free, Friendly Advice call  
 

01761 235600 
 

TLC (Bath) Ltd,  
Unit 33, Old Mills, Paulton BS39 7SU 

www.tlcbath.co.uk 
 

 

Parish Council Notes
Notes from Publow with Pensford 
Parish Council meeting
Monday 14th November 2022
Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council, 
held in the Memorial Hall, Pensford

Planning:
Applications to consult:
22/04091/TCA. (Tree Works 
Notification in Con Area). Newbridge 
House, 198 Hunstrete Lane, Woollard 
T1 &T2, two Ash trees approximately 
6 meters in height situated behind and 
close to property. They both have Ash 
die back and therefore require section 
felling to ground level. This leaves one 
remaining ash adjacent to these which 
does not appear to be showing any signs 
yet of ash die back. The Parish Council 
resolved to SUPPORT the application.
Decision Notification:
22/01881/FUL: Brantfell, 14 Woollard 
Lane, Publow: Renovation and extension 
of existing dwelling. Erection of new two-
storey front porch extension and rear 
two-storey extension. Raising of existing 
roof height and alterations to roof 
shape. Demolition of existing structures. 
PERMIT
22/03428/ADCOU: Unregistered 
Farm Buildings Adjacent To Sandhills, 
Birchwood Lane, Publow: Prior 
approval request for change of use from 
Agricultural Barn to Dwelling (C3) 
and associated building operations. 
REFUSED
22/03521/FUL:13 Hillcrest, Pensford. 
Two storey side extension and rear 
decking, formation of 3 No parking 
spaces to side. WITHDRAWN

APP/F0114/W/22/3297874: 
21/00606/FUL: Land Adjacent To 
River Chew, Hunstrete Lane, Woollard,: 
Change of use to dual use (agricultural/
commercial) and site Shepherd’s hut 
used ancillary to Bell Farm Alpacas 
and as cafe. (Retrospective). APPEAL 
DISMISSED

Matters for Discussion / Decision
The Parish council considered the 
locations of the Parish Council bins and 
resolved that they should all remain 
in place, however their usage would 
remain under review. Five volunteers 
had stepped forward to empty the bin 
on a regular basis and each volunteer’s 
workload would also remain under 
review, particularly in the summer 
months with the extra visitors to the 
Parish. The Parish Council approved 
expenditure of £1006.93 to the Pensford 
Memorial Hall being 50% of the waste 
removal costs for two years from April 
2021 to March 2023.
The Parish Council resolved to purchase 
two ANPR cameras and signage using 
CIL funds. An allowance would be given 
to each host to cover electricity costs and 
reviewed annually.
The Parish Council approved a grant 
application of £40 for Dial a Ride for the 
2023-24 financial year.
The Parish Council considered the 
ownership of a tree on the boundary of 
the allotments. Councillors would visit 
the site and the deeds would be consulted 
to establish whether the council owned 
the tree, If so, it would be necessary to 
conduct a tree survey.
                          ... continued on next page...



Parish Council Notes
The Parish Council considered another 
complaint regarding Ash Tree shreddings 
in the Allotments. It was agreed that the 
allotment holders would be told that they 
should not request further shreddings 
and that they should disperse the pile 
of shreddings that were already there. 
Expenditure would be approved for a 
combination lock to be attached to the 
allotment gates.
The Parish Council accepted the Local 
Government Association pay settlement 
in respect of the Clerks Salary with effect 
from the 1 st April 2022 (SCP 25)
The Parish Council put forward figures 
for the first draft of the 2023-24 budget, 
to be discussed again next month.
The motion to consider the use of the 
Old School Rooms (formally known as 
the Church Rooms)as a venue for Parish
Council meetings, was postponed until 
the next meeting as the proposer was not 
in attendance.
B&NES: The Ward Councillor sent his 
apologies.

Reports
Remembrance Sunday - The event 
was very well attended, and all went 
according to plan. Funds raised from 
Teas &Coffees were given to the British 
Legion
Items to carry forward to the next 
meeting: Ward Councillors plans for 
footpaths & Car parking.

Date of next Parish Council 
Meeting: Monday 12th December 
2022
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Local Groups
Chelwood Lucky Draw
December ‘22
£12 - S&H Burnside; £10 - P. Jones;  
£7 - C&J Beecroft; £4 - H&S Groves.

Chew Valley U3A 
We will hold our Monthly Meeting 
in Ubley Parish Hall at 10.00am on 
Monday, 20th February 2023 when 
Brian Butter will present a talk entitled 
“Updated Legislation on Tax, Care and Toy 
Boys.”. Members and visitors will be most 
welcome.

Chew Valley Gadget 
Busters
Now in Chew Stoke as well  
as Chew Magna
•  February 1st, The Queens,  

Chew Magna
•  February 15th, Stoke Inn, Chew Stoke
Chew Valley Gadget Busters are holding 
face to face sessions, thanks to The 
Queens pub in Chew Magna and the 
Stoke Inn, Chew Stoke.
Both sessions are from12.30-2.30 pm.  It 
costs £3 per session, all of which will go 
to charity.
We are still looking for more volunteers, 
so if you would like to become a 
Gadget Busters volunteer, please email 
cvgadgetbusters@gmail.com for more 
information.

Stanton Drew WI
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 21st 
February at 7.15pm for a 7.30pm start 
and the topic is “Winter wellbeing with 
Neal’s Yard Remedies”.  Michelle Ogborne 
is our speaker and using Neal’s Yard 
Remedies she will give everyone an 
opportunity to try out the products - so 
please bring with you a small bowl and a 
hand towel.  Visitors, friends and family 
are more than welcome to come to our 
meeting and take part in what should 
be a fun/enjoyable evening.  We look 
forward to seeing you then.  Stanton 
Drew WI meets every third Tuesday in 
the month at Stanton Drew Village Hall, 
Sandy Lane, BS39 4EL.  
For more information please contact 
our President, Anni Grice, at 
stantondrewwi@gmail.com.  

Breakfast at Chelwood
Thank you to everyone who came and 
donated to the Breakfast at Chelwood in 
December.
We raised the sum of £650.00, a fantastic 
amount which will be used for the 
maintenance and upkeep of Chelwood 
churchyard.
Special thanks to Anne Taylor for her 
table decorations which could have been 
sold twice over!
Also thanks to all the helpers both in 
front of house and in the kitchen.
Ann Sherborne

Volunteer Drivers needed - can you help?
Chew Valley Community Transport Scheme offers transport to essential 
medical appointments for people who have no other way to get to them.
Drivers use their own cars, with mileage reimbursed by the passenger. You 
can simply offer to do a journey if and when you wish to - there are no regular 
commitments.
You do not need to drive a minibus! (we don’t have one...) Please contact the 
volunteer coordinators for more information:
Tel: 01275 333430 or email: cvct.coordinator@gmail.com

You can view this newsletter and any previous versions online at:  
www.publow-with-pensford-pc.gov.uk



Bath & North East Somerset Council fund 
a not-for-profit loan scheme for homeowners 

and landlords*.

We understand the expense of maintaining 
your home and we work with you to take the 
stress out of funding repairs, improvements 

or adaptations.

We see you as an individual, not a credit 
score. Our knowledgeable team of advisers 

will guide you through the process of 
applying for a home improvement loan.

For a no-obligation assessment 
or more information visit 

www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility 19
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We have all the free sudokus you need! 400 new sudokus every week.

Make your own free printable sudoku at   www.PrintMySudoku.com

Sudoku challenge - 0223 (Hard)

Notice Board

Previous edition answers

Subscription 
Information
See your local group or event listed 
in this Parish Newsletter simply by 
sending the information to the email 
pensford@gmail.com before the 16th 
of the month to see it appear in the 
following edition.

The deadline for the next 
edition - March 2023 is the 
16th February 2023

Pensford Post Office
Village Stores
New Opening Hours
Monday to Saturday  

7am - 6pm 
Sunday 9am - 1pm

01761 490217

Funeral Service of 

Beryl Jean Eva Parfitt
Following a short illness Jean passed 
peacefully away on Tue 10th Jan after a 
short illness surrounded by her family. 
Her Funeral and Cremation will be 
held on Friday 10th Feb at 11.30am at 
Haycombe Cemetery Bath followed 
by a celebration of her life at Pensford 
Memorial Hall (refreshments included).
We would welcome as many of her 
friends and family as are able to attend. If 
attending please wear a splash of purple 
(any shade) as it was her favourite. Family 
flowers only/ donations to the British 
Heart Foundation please.



Bath and North East Somerset Council
Chelwood - Karen Warrington  
07867 518439
Compton Dando - Alastair Singleton
07594 162708
Publow- Mr P May 01761 452223
B&NES Information Switchboard
01225 477000
Bristol Airport (Noise Concerns)
01275 473799
Chelwood Parish Council
Chair - Julie Glynn 01761 490832
Chelwood Village Hall
Bookings - Mr Pat Harrison 01761 490218
Chew Valley Choral Society
Catherine Hunt  0781 4098457
Chew Valley Gardening Society
Graham Nicol  01275 333456
Compton Dando Parish Council
Chair - Dawn Drury 07584710130
Clerk - Susan Smith 07746930582 or email 
clerk@comptondando-parishcouncil.org.uk
Compton Dando Parish Hall
Bookings - Ian Collings 01761 490024 / 
07836 208 098
Compton Dando Community Association
Chair - Sarah Wilson 07836 201611
Treasurer - Hannah Maggs 07720 574200 
Secretary - Barend ter Haar 01761 490903
Compton Dando Neighbourhood Watch 
Coordinator - Sarah Wilson 07836 201611
Pensford Evergreens
Janet Smith 01761 490584
Pensford Football
Steve Harrison 07891 635661
Pensford Golf Society
Chair - David Parnell 01761 490888
Pensford Guides
Rachael Dando 01761 490663
Pensford Local History Group
Hilary Cox 01761 490656

Pensford Memorial Hall
Chair - Steve Wilcox 07970 722774
Bookings - 07836 254436 or email 
pensfordhallbookings@hotmail.co.uk
Pensford Neighbourhood Watch
Coordinator - Dom Lowe 
neighbourhoodwatch@publow-with-
pensford-pc.gov.uk
Pensford School
Headteacher - Mr Warrick Barton  
01761 490470
Chair of Governors - Nigel Chambers 
Pensford Tennis Club
Secretary - Alison Patey 01275 235568
Pensford Toddlers Group
Angharad Allen - 07967 730357
Police Community Support Officers
Mr Martyn Bragg 101
Publow Parish Council
Chair - Janette Stephenson  
01761 490352 
Clerk - Helen Richardson 07899 970173
Rotary Club
Tony Quinn 01761 419328
Stanton Drew & Pensford Preschool
Leader - Nicky Sparkes 07810 632064
Village Agent
Alyson Akroyd - 01275 333700
Zero Carbon Compton Dando
Matt Jones - 07769 908627

Parish News Team
Enquiries - Judith Hillman 07802 662291
Submission, typesetting and design -  
Victoria Spicer pensford@gmail.com
Treasurer - Kate Matthews  
01275 891275
Invoicing and Credit Control 
Matthew Critten 01761 492609
Head distributor -  
Yvonne Phillips 01761 490426
Main distributors: Woollard - Mary Rogers, 
Compton Dando - Pam Cole & Fiona Gregg-
Smith, Chelwood - Jacky Young

DCM COMPUTER SERVICES 
Your Local support engineer. 

In House repairs, No call out charge 

Broadband, Wifi, Virus, email 

IPAD screens 

Quality Refurb Laptops 

 

Slow Computers – SOLVED 

Call Steve - 07970722774 

Items in this Magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the Rector and PCC.

Directory of Local Organisations

A local family business 
offering personal 

service day or night
Rest Room

2, The Vinery,  
Harford Square,  
Chew Magna,  

BS40 8RD

Vears Ltd
Chew Valley’s Premier Builders

Extensions - Renovations 
New Build - Roofing

Barn Conversions - Carpentry
Plastering - Plumbing - Kitchens

All work carried out to the highest 
standard by fully trained and 

experienced staff
FREE QUOTATIONS

enquiries@vears.co.uk
www.vearsltd.co.uk
Tel. 01275 474797




