Christmas 09

Dear Friends

Allthe bestthrillers end with an exciting chase. The herocommandeers
a vehicle shouting “Follow that car!”

Following a car through moving traffic can be difficult yet the Nativity
stories tell a story of suspense, of an arduous journey that leads to
intrigue at Herod’s Court and ends with a desperate escape.

For the Magi to follow a star to an unknown destination seems
impossible. The secret of their success must lie in their preparation,
years of study of the night sky and ancient prophecies led to the link
between the heavenly sign and the birth of a king, so they set off,
excitedly jumping on their camels shouting “Follow that Star”.

Life is an adventure in which we all need a star to guide us. Some
choose the stardom of success, others a star of stage or sport, stars
that beckon and then fade. In Advent we begin a new church year,
move towards Christmas and into an unfolding New Year. Ahead
lies change, new challenges, new experiences, may we, too find a
heavenly light that will remain unchanged wherever the road may
lead. Only if our attention is focused on the Babe of Bethlehem will
we catch a glimpse of that light.

In the New Year we shall be preparing to welcome Rev Cannon
John Simpson and his wife Carol to our Benefice, together let us go
forward in confidence following that Star.

May | take this opportunity to wish everyone a blessed and peaceful

Christmas and may the Christ-light touch our hearts and lives this
and every day throughout the New Year.

Noreen Busby

From the Parish Register of All Saints’

Baptisms
15th November

Jemima Anneke-

Rose GRINTER

Jude Matthew WHATLEY

From the Parish Register of St Mary’s
Baptism

18th October
Thanksgiving service
26th October

Sofia Grace LLOYD
William David HUNTER

Thank You to all the visitors and friends
who supported the Art Exhibition on
10th October, the cream teas where a
sell out and the Art Group sold paintings
and cards.

Rebecca Palmer kindly gave us some of
her Compton Dando books and this all
helped to raise an amazing £800 for the
Dorothy House Hospice. The cheque
will be presented on Wednesday 4th
November.

Pensford Local
History Group

The next History Society meeting is
8.00pm, Pensford Chruch Rooms,
Monday 7th Dec - Dr Alan Dodge, The
18th century village labourer.
Thelasttalk by PatHase was an excellent
description of the Workhouse system
ranging from the design of the buildings
to the reasons the workhouses were set
up and an insight into the lives of some
of the people who were forced to enter
the workhouse in Axbridge - including
some of her husband’s relatives! Lively,
fascinating and informative - what more
could you want on a Monday evening.
Unwanted Emulsion Pamt

Would you would be
prepared to donate any
unwanted emulsion paint to
Pensford Pantomime Group
for their forthcoming —
production of Sinbad the
Sailor? If so, call Alan Ford : 490440
to arrange collection. Thank you.

Nl’ Avon Wildlife
wildlife Trust

“Jumble Sale in aid
szl of The Avon Wildlife
Trust - Chew Valley Group.
There will be a Jumble & White Elephant
sale on Saturday 16th January 2010 in
the Old School Room, Chew Magna at
2.00pm.

If you would like to have a clear out
before Christmas of books, toys, white
elephant and clothes please call 01275
332482. Thank you to all those who
bought Folly Farm apples in aid of AWT.
This raised over £100.”

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY

The traditional Christingle Service
will, once again, be held at All Saints’,
Publow on Christmas Eve at 3.00pm.
We look forward to welcoming you all
to this popular service, when the cash
collection will be sent to the Children’s
Society to help fund their projects with
disadvantaged children.

Meg Flower - - - 90 years Celebration
Thank you so much to everyone for
making Meg’s Birthday such a happy
time, with friends surrounding her,
special party dress (Exclusive ‘Edwina
Design’l) beautiful flowers, table laden
with delicious puddings to follow Janet’s
crispy top cottage pie, then ... country
dancing, the perfect day AND £500.00
raised towards the fund for restoring the
doors of Pensford Church Tower. Thank
you everyone. Jane



Extracts from Pensford with Publow PC Meeting

Memorial Hall: Flat Roof: Six tenders had been circulated with three quotations being submitted. On
discussion it was agreed to nominate Moore Roofing to carry out the works to the flat roof. Main Roof:
Clerk was asked to obtain quotes for the main roof working from the same job specification. This will help
when making an application for grant money. Windows at Memorial Hall: Two smashed windows at the
Hall have recently been replaced with upvc blank white boards. Toddlers Play Area: A successful grant
from B&NES for £2,800 for updating the play area for the under 9's has been secured.

Core Strategy: A drop in session at Whitchurch Village Hall on Friday 6th November had been attended
by a Parish Council member. There were many displays and charts. Those attending had to place a
pin in a map to show where they were from. Not many answers to many questions were reported to be
forthcoming. Supporting infrastructure does not appear to have been considered.

The 500 houses proposed for Keynsham will force traffic back onto the A37 which already suffers
two very bad junctions and the quiet back lanes will become rat runs for traffic. It was agreed that
improved roads and transport system is needed. The Core Strategy Document is being consulted by a
Parish Council member and representation will be made at the next meeting on 23rd November 2009,
7pm — 9pm at Whitchurch Community Centre. The Chew Valley Area Partnership have informed Parish
Council that there is an exhibition at the Farmers Market in Keynsham on Saturday 14th November
between 9am & 1pm.

Affordable Housing: B&NES are now pushing for a meeting before the Affordable Housing Survey
expires in December.

Remembrance Sunday — 8th November 2009: There appeared to be less in attendance this year.
Complaints were made to the Police regarding the stopping of the traffic. A letter of thanks will be
extended to the Bugler who played extremely well, Noreen Busby for her help in the arrangements and
the Police who were in attendance to stop the traffic for the silence.

Chapel - Mill Lane: Areply has been received from Colin Hudson in relation to the possible encroachment
of the Right of Way. There are many factors to take into account and discussions are in place with the
Council’s legal advisers. It was reported that the refuse lorry no longer uses the lane. The Fire Authority
will be contacted in relation to access for Emergency Vehicles.

Speed Camera: Clerk reported that it is proposed that the installation work will be complete by
Wednesday 11th November. Electronic equipment and BT work will still be necessary, additional work to
improve the speed limit signing and install advanced camera warning signs will be required. The camera
will be up within a week although not running until commissioned.

Church Street Parking Proposals: Details had been placed on the notice board with no queries being
raised. A meeting will be convened to discuss further proposals for the village, possibly for a footpath in
front of the lock up instead of yellow lines which will be more attractive.

Footpath — Pensford Hill and Footpath from Garage to Chelwood Roundabout: Clerk reported that
B&NES have not responded regarding complaints about these footpaths to the clerk however they have
responded to Dan Norris reporting that weed killing works will be undertaken along the pathway from
the bus stop to the garage. B&NES inspected the footpaths in Pensford on 12th October and no safety
defects were identified on either path.

Kissing Gate in Woollard: A gate has been damaged possibly by a tractor and hedge cutter. Colin
Hudson has been given location details.

Footpath by Publow Church: Clerk has written to Colin Hudson passing on the Parish Councils’ thanks
to all involved with the repairs to the footpath.

High Street: Overhanging brambles and bad road surface have been reported to the Highways Inspector
who is looking into it.

Planning - Enforcement: Clerk reported application no: 09/03020/FUL Mr & Mrs D Parnell, erection of
three dwellings following demolition of existing 2 no. garages and stone wall, 09/03026/CA Mr & Mrs D
Parnell demolition of existing 2 no garages and stone wall will be considered at the development control
committee on 18th November 2009. 09/03387/FUL Mr Hucker, Railway Bungalow, Bristol Road. Erection
of a two storey dwelling to replace existing single storey dwelling (Resubmission) will be considered at
the committee on 18th November 2009. 09/03326/FUL Mr Younie, Old Church Cottage, Church Street.
Conversion of property into 2 no 1 bed dwellings will be considered at the committee on 18th November
2009. Chapel Farm, Rehabilitation Centre: A visit has been made by the planning authority. A revision of
the rates has been made. The altering of the roof without necessary permission was discussed.
Possible Unauthorised erection of a log cabin, Woollard Lane, Woollard: A site visit has been made.
Investigations will be ongoing.

*Caring

at Christmas

Caring at Christmas is a registered
charity that helps homeless people at
Christmas and throughout the year. A
shelter has been run since 1987 and its
success is largely due to the support of
the public.

The Benefice has supported this charity
especially at Christmas and again
we are asking for donations of food,
toiletries, bedding (no duvets please)
and clothes (ne underwear, socks, hats

and scarves) footwear, warm coats and
casual wear for our guests aged mostly
18 — 40 years old. Special “treats” would
also be appreciated.

Should you wish to make a financial
donation please visit the website:
www.caringatchristmas.org.uk

This year we will not be able to collect
gifts from your homes, but
please leave gifts in your
church.

Thank you for reading this
letter. Richard & Ann Hunt.
Tel: 490244

West of
England

Carol Service St Mary’s Compton Dando 6.30pm

Tuesday December 22nd

Carol Service All Saints’ Publow 6.30pm
! Wednesday December 23rd
Crib Service St Leonard’s Chelwood 6.30 pm
Thursday December 24th

Morning Prayer & making Christingles All Saints’ Publow 9.00am
‘ Christingle Service All Saints’ Publow 3.00pm 1
Midnight Mass All Saints’ Publow 11.30pm

Friday December 25th

Family Communion with Carols St Leonard’s Chelwood 9.00am

Family Communion with Carols St Mary’s Compton Dando 10.30am

Sunday December 27th

Benefice Communion Service St Mary’s Compton Dando 9.30am



CHEW VALLEY

CHORAL

SOCIETY

Charpentier Messe de Minuit

Gerald Finzi

In Terra Pax

With more beautiful Christmas music & carols

fo

g

Soloists : Naomi Marshall (Soprano) : Niall Hoskin (Baritone)

Paul Walton (Organ)
Conductor: David Bednall
St Andrew’s Church, Chew Magna

Saturday 5" December - 7.30 pm

Tickets £10 either on the door, from members or telephone 01275 333014

Watch out there are theives about

In November the annual Children In
Need fund-raising marathon provides an
opportunity for timely reminders about
falling prey to bogus callers.

On Sunday November 15, a man was
arrested in Yeovil after going door-to-
door with a six-year-old girl claiming to
be collecting for Children In Need.

He showed people alist of other apparent
donors in an attempt to encourage
people to donate.

One would-be victim noticed the name
of an elderly neighbour on the list and,
suspecting these details had been
falsely entered, alerted police.

The incident highlights the fact that some
people will prey on the better-nature of
others, depriving those people of their
money and also depriving worthy causes
of donations intended for their work.
Police would urge people to be wary
of people knocking on their door cold-
calling, simply asking for donations.
People choosing to donate to charities
can visit charity shops, or sponsor
friends or relatives who they KNOW

are undertaking some kind of activity or
event to raise money; an event which
people can actually see happening.
Many charities have their own websites,
which will contain details of how to
donate.

Some charities do run television
campaigns asking people to make
regular monthly contributions.

Very few genuine worthy causes rely
simply on door-to-door collections to
raise funds, and people should beware
of parting with cash on the doorstep if
they have any doubts about the validity
of the collector.

People are urgedtoreportany suspicious
charity collectors to local police, or their
local NHW group.

If you have information about any crime,
phone the police on 0845 456 7000
or you can call anonymously to the
independent charity CRIMESTOPPERS
0800 555 111.

For  general information about
Neighbourhood Watch nationally see
the www.mynhw.co.uk website.

THE UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE
Chew Valley U3A holds its monthly
meeting on the third Monday of the
month at Ubley village hall. Meetings
start at 10:30 am. Coffee is served
before hand. At the meeting on 21st
December Paul Evans will entertain with
“Poems, Recitals and Stories”. This will
be followed by a Christmas buffet lunch
for members. The meeting on 18th
January 2010 will have George Dodson
performing some “Observational Odes”.
U3Ais for anyone over 50 who has time
to spare during the day. Chew Valley U3A
runs over 20 different interest groups
and arranges social events and trips
to places of interest. Anyone wishing
to find out more can visit our website
chewvalleyu3a.org.uk or contact the
Secretary, Christine Evans on 01934
832841.

Teatime Madness

The Benefice After School Club
for primary school children
Crafts & games : Snack tea
Music : Praise & bible story

MONDAY18TH JANUARY

3.30pm - 5.00pm
Pensford Primary School
Pre-school children welcome
accompanied by a parent
Older children come along as helpers
There is no charge for the club
For more information
Revd Sue Sevens 490898

Pensford with
Publow W.I.

Mrs Baber welcomed

14

As it was the AGM Mrs Baber read her
report and reminded members of the
many activities undertaken during the
year. Speakers had been enjoyed and

W ; i
members to the November she thanked the Committee members

meeting. Sheilawas thanked
for her table decoration, apologies were
taken and two birthday cards presented.
Our speaker, John Richards, gave his
talk ‘Origins of sayings, Where do they
come from?’ at the start of the meeting.
He explained the meanings of well-
known sayings and told many fascinating
stories to illustrate these.
The joint Jumble Sale with the Girl
Guides was a great success and would
be repeated next year. Correspondence
and newsletter were dealt with. Names
were taken for the ‘Bedouin Sparkle’ in
Bath on 25th January. We will be having
a craft stall at the Pensford School
Christmas Fair on 28th November.

for all their support and was happy to
announce that they were all prepared to
stand for another year, though offers from
anyone wishing to join would always be
welcome. The Treasurer gave her report
and informed members that the group
was financially stable. Mrs Baber again
thanked all members for their continued
help and support each month.

The competition was ‘Anagrams of
sayings’ and was won by Debbie.
Maureen, Janet, Mo and Ena were
second and Janet Ogilvie third. Our
next meeting on 14th December will
be ‘Hands On’ Christmas Decorations,
followed by an American Supper.
Visitors always welcome.



NEIGE

OURHOOD WATCH

Pensford
Neighbourhood
Watch continues
to grow, with
over half the
residents in the High Street and adjacent
areas now in the scheme. It is free to
join and you have the benefit of advice
and information to make your home and
belongings more secure.

One of the problems we all face is what
to do when someone calls whom we do
not know and are not expecting. They
may claim to be from the electricity or
water board or offering to check on
something with you. The golden rule is
if in doubt, keep them out! Do not let
anyone into your home whom you do
not know. Always ask for identification
: genuine callers will always have proof
of identity and will be happy for you to
check carefully.

To make it easier we are producing a
free sticker available to all residents
in the scheme’s area which can be
displayed in a window or the front door.
It makes clear to callers that you do not

buy from strangers at the door and will
not let them into your house.
With Christmas coming make sure you
don’'t make a present of your presents
to a thief. Opportunist thieves target
cars with Christmas presents left visible.
So remember to hide or remove all
valuables from your car whenever you
leave your car unattended.
IfyouwishtojoinPensfordNeighbourhood
Watch— or just want more information or
a sticker— please contact Chris James
on 01761 490392. We hope you will join.
The more members we have, the more
likely we are to deter crime in our area.
USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS
999
Only useifacrimeis taking place or if you
need an immediate police presence
0845 456 7000
To report a crime that has already
occurred, to contact a member of the
police force and for all other police
enquiries
0800 555 111
Crimestoppers. An anonymous line to
report any information about a crime.

Five Vi Ilages

“ Parish Plan
& B&NES

Peopleln our5villages are getting on with
the job of identifying clear action that can
be taken to address the most important
issues from the questionnaire.

Many of these issues need the
involvement of B&NES Council or our
Parish Council if they are to become
reality, so we were pleased to find that
B&NES is now actively supporting the
development of Parish Plans and intends
to use the information in them to guide
policy. At a recent seminar attended by
several Steering Group members, we

were offered useful advice on how best
to feed our parish’s views into B&NES
and also active help in finding solutions
to the issues raised.

Until 11th December there is also an
important opportunity for everyone to
influence B&NES ‘Core Strategy’, which
affects how Bath & North East Somerset
will change over the next 20 years
and beyond. They have set out their
recommendations on the broad locations
for new development, including new
housing, jobs and community facilities,
and anyone can register their views until
11th December. Copies are available at
all libraries and at the Riverside offices.

URGH

MARKET

- Saturday 5th December

Proceeds towards Church Funds

Church Rooms, Pensford

Admission 50p to include coffee and biscuit

Proceeds towards Church Funds
Admission 50p to include coffee & biscuit

OPEN

For any information contact;

Jane Flower 490234

Church Market Report - 7th November

A select group of keen supporters made
the November market an enjoyable
event. A well stocked Traidcraft stall
made a good focal point and the home
baking was also popular. A total of £156
was raised towards church funds.

In December there will be many

Christmas goodies on the home baking
stall and Sheila Rice will be in attendance
with the BRACE stall in aid of Arthritis
Research. The Draw for the Christmas
Hamper will also take place. We look
forward to seeing you all there on 5th
December.
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Sunday 13th December
Rising Sun 6.60pm and The George & Dragon 6.45pm
Mulled Wine - Come and join the fun

Fepstord Memorial - STNARY'S HARVEST FESTIVAL

Ha],,” b A joyful harvest celebration was held at
atu% 24 ecember StMary's on October 4th led by Angela
5 D v Frazer. This was followed by a very
happy and relaxing lunch in the village
: . hall and then an auction of produce.
MCHC!‘P M TS The cash collection of £250 raised will
go to charity. We would like to thank all
those who helped before and on the
day to make it such a success.
Clive Howarth & Jenny Davis

2 Course Dinner

ST. MARY'S CHURCH
COMPTON DANDO
«©«
7€ Presents a concert by -

THE KEYNSHAM SINGERS
Singmg songs from around the British Isles
_ On Saturday 6" February 2010
AT o
Tickets £3.00

(to include a glass of wine & nibbles)
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Available from :
Clive Howarth 490644 or Jenny Davis 490727
Proceeds to St. Mary’s Church



December 09/January 10

Wed 2 Mobil Library Route M

Thur 3 Compton Dando Coffee Morning. See opposite for details

Fri 4 MU Deanery Advent Service. St Francis, Keynsham 2.30pm

Sat 5 Publow Church Christmas Market. Church Rooms. 10.00am - 11.30am

Chew Valley Choral Society. Chew Magna. 7.30pm
Mon 7 Pensford History Society. Church Rooms. 8.00pm
Thur 10 MU Christmas Lunch. Dundry Inn 12.30pm
Sat 12 Mendip Male Voice Choir. Memorial Hall 7.00pm
Sun 13 Mummers Play. 6.30pm Rising Sun. 6.45pm George and Dragon
Mon 14 WI. Hands on Christmas Decorations. Memorial Hall
Parish Council Meeting. Chruch Rooms. 7.15pm
Wed 16 Mobil Library Route M
Sun 20 Benefice Holy Communion St Leonard’s, Chelwood 9.30am
Carol Service St Mary’s Compton Dando 6.30pm
Mon 21 U3A with Paul Evans. Ubley Hall. 10.30pm
Tue 22 Carol Service All Saints’ Publow 6.30pm
Wed 23 Crib Service St Leonard’s Chelwood 6.30 pm
Thur 24 Morning Prayer & making Christingles All Saints’ Publow 9.00am
Christingle Service All Saints’ Publow 3.00pm
Midnight Mass All Saints’ Publow 11.30pm

Fri 25 Family Communion with Carols St Leonard’s Chelwood 9.00am
Family Communion with Carols St Mary’s Compton Dando 10.30am

Sun 27 Benefice Communion Service St Mary’s Compton Dando 9.30am

Wed 30 Mobil Library Route M

January 2010

Mon Pensford History Society. Church Rooms. 8.00pm

Thur 14 MU AGM 2.30pm
Sat 16 Compton Dando Coffee Morning. See opposite for details
Wildlife Trust Jumble Sale. Old School Room, Chew Magna. 2.00pm

Mon 18 Teatime Madness, Pensford School 3.30pm - 5.00pm o
Tue 19 CD PCC 7.30pm, Chelwood Village Hall ‘b
Wed 20 Publow Church PCC. Pensford Church Rooms. 7.30pm \
Fri 29 CDCA Burns Night. See opposite for details
Sat 30 Bavarioan Evening. Pensford Memorial Hall. 8.00pm \
Sun 31 Benefice Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow 9.30am ’
February 4
Sat 6 keynsham Singers. Compton Dando Chruch. 7.30pm
25-27 Pensford Panto - Sinbad

Paalive, Yeonue and Rate wish all our neaders a
weny Happy Clristmas and Tew Year.
Thank you to the veny hard working distnibution team
S TEFE 4 ol cun advertisens FEIENGEy

Compton Dando Community Association

Burns’ Night
1.30 for 8.00 Friday 29 January ‘10
Compton Dando Parish Hall

Come and join us for the evening to toast the
Scottish Bard W
followed by m
Haggis warm reeking, rich wi’Champit Tatties

Bashed Neeps : Typsy Lair

Tassie o’Coffee and dancing
Tickets £15/head

é—roaHagg-s )
VGG %  Call Maureen 490024
d\? Thursalay drd December '7/,7
° 10.30 - 12.30 Fs

Saturday 1oth January 2010
10.00 - 12noo0n

Farish Hall
Come and join us for complimentary
coffee/tea and cakes -Bring your family & Friends
A chance to meet up and spend some time
getting to know each other

Games to play and books to swop

'
\\,/— If you need alift call

N Alison 490903 or Steph 492500




