
United Benefice of
Publow with Pensford,  

Compton Dando  
and Chelwood

Parish News

December 2023 & 
January 2024



Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel , 
praising God and saying, “ Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to 
men on whom his favour rests.” Luke 2:13-14
PEACE! Peace on earth. Imagine that for a moment. Imagine peace between nations 
and within all nations. Peace between all ethnic groups. Peace between politicians. 
Peace in all marriages and partnerships. Peace in all families and friendships. Peace 
transforms life everywhere it is. ‘I don’t believe in God because of all the suffering in the 
world,’ is a statement often repeated. Okay, just for a moment, let’s agree that there is 
no God of any kind. Now who’s responsible for all the suffering in the world?
Peace is precious. It’s one of the most precious gifts we can offer someone. Jesus said, 
“Peace I leave with you; MY peace I give you.” John 14:27. Note not as the world gives 
but as Jesus gave. Christmas Eve 1914 something unexpected happened. The British 
Expeditionary Force were 300 yards from German troops in trenches opposite them. 
Both sides were singing carols and shouting to each other. According to Marmaduke 
Walkington of the Queen’s Westminster Rifles, a German soldier said, “tomorrow 
you no shoot, we no shoot.” German soldiers had set up Christmas trees on top of their 
parapets. Christmas Day, French and German soldiers left their trenches and went 
to the barbed wire, offering cigarettes and champagne to each other. British and 
German soldiers met in no man’s land and exchanged gifts, took photographs and 
some played impromptu games of football. They also buried casualties and repaired 
trenches and dugouts. After Boxing Day, meetings in no man’s land dwindled. 
Elsewhere the fighting continued and casualties occurred on Christmas Day. Further 
truces were highly discouraged throughout WWI by military leaders. How could one 
shoot someone who was singing the same Christmas carols as you were? So if peace 
can happen there and then, why not anywhere?
Peace is one of the most precious gifts anyone can offer someone else.
Pray for peace.
Seek peace and pursue it.
Be at peace.
Bring peace wherever you are.
Gift peace to whomever you meet.
Jesus made peace with God possible for all mankind. We only need to accept his offer.

God bless you with peace this Christmas and New Year, Rev Denise

United Benefice of Publow with Pensford, 
Compton Dando and Chelwood
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Priest In Charge     
Revd Denise Calverley  07849 821588

Church wardens
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Compton Dando Clive Howarth 01761 490644
 Neil Borer 07793 811605

Publow with Pensford PCC
Secretary Mrs Jill Sherborne 07771 863166
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Secretary Mrs Jill Sherborne 07771 863166
Treasurer David Stoyle 07813 112938

For Benefice Enquiries  pensfordparishoffice@gmail.com

1st Sunday
Publow All Saints’ 10:00am Holy Communion

2nd Sunday
Compton Dando St. Mary’s 10:00am Café Church

3rd Sunday
Publow All Saints’ 10:00am Holy Communion 

4th Sunday
Compton Dando St. Mary’s 10:00am Holy Communion

5th Sunday
Rotation between Publow All Saints’ and Compton Dando St. Mary’s

Weekly
Every Wednesday Publow All Saints’ 9.30am Morning Prayer 
Every Thursday Compton Dando St. Mary’s 9.30am Morning Prayer

Front cover image: Many thanks to Barend ter Haar for their photo of St Mary’s 
Compton Dando Church. Email a jpeg of our local churches to pensford@gmail.com and see 
it as one of our front cover. 01

Parish Ponderings



From the Parish Registers of 

All Saints’ Publow
Baptism
5th November - Allessio Luigi Fagnani

Holy Matrimony
11th November - Chelsea Hilton and 
Jordan Smith

All Saints’ Market
4th November
Visitors to our November market were 
greeted with a plant stall covered in the 
vibrant colours of autumn cyclamen. 
In addition, there was the familiar 
home baking stall and the Fairtrade 
stall brought by Jonathan and Judith 
Longhurst. Sadly, this will be their last 
visit to All Saints’ with a stall. Following 
the demise of the Traidcraft business and 
the big increase in Fairtrade goods in 
the supermarkets, Jonathan and Judith 
will no longer be selling Fairtrade items 
at events such as ours. We thank them 
for their friendship and support over 
many years. The market realised a total 
of £481.30 towards church funds. Thank 
you to all those who contributed in 
whatever capacity.
Our Christmas event will be at All 
Saints’ on Saturday, 2nd December from 
10.00am to 12.30pm when we have a 
wide range of stalls and goods to start 
your Christmas shopping. The raffle will 
be drawn at 12noon.
For further information: Judith Hillman 
01761 490324, Janet Smith 490584 or 
Gillian Wookey 490336.

Christingle Service
This short service, held in aid of the 
Children’s Society, will be at All Saints’ 
Publow at 3.00pm on Sunday, 24th 
December (Christmas Eve). 
Everyone is very welcome.
School age children who would like to 
help prepare the Christingles and plan 
for this service would be most welcome at 
10.00am on Sunday morning. Drink and 
biscuit will be provided.

Caring in Bristol
After 34 years Caring in Bristol continues 
to run Bristol’s Big Christmas Dinner 
for vulnerable people experiencing 
homelessness. This event is just part 
of their comprehensive response to a 
worsening situation and runs alongside 
their work throughout the year. 
If anyone would like to make a donation 
online go to caringinbristol.co.uk/donate 
or you can call 0117 924 4444.
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Church News
All Souls Service/Book of Remembrance
For those of us who gathered at All Saints’ on Sunday afternoon, 5th November, to 
remember friends and family who are no longer with us, this was an opportunity for 
quiet reflection and contemplation. A short service comprising prayers, hymns and 
a short reading also included the reading of names and lighting of candles. Tea and 
cake were served after the service. Application forms for names to be included in the 
All Saints’ Book of Remembrance are available from JudithHillman, 01761 490324.

Remembrance
On Sunday 12 November at the eleventh hour about 100 villagers assembled at 
Pensford war memorial to honour the memory of the fallen parishioners in both 
World Wars. The service was led by Charles Wookey, a parishioner and retired 
RAF officer. Church Street was closed for the duration of the act of remembrance 
and traffic on the A37 came to a halt. Wreaths were laid and  Guides lowered their 
standard and union flag when a local bugler played the Last Post. Following the two 
minutes’ silence, the bugler played The Reveille and the Guides raised their flags. 
After the event attendees were invited to refreshments in the Old School Room.

West Gallery Quire Concert
A good audience attended a stunning concert in All Saints’, Publow  
on Saturday, 28th October.
The concert was given by a choir and orchestra entitled “Called to be Saints”, an 
amateur ensemble based in Nailsea. They recreate the music of the post-Restoration 
and Georgian period, after the austere Puritan regime of Oliver Cromwell and 
before the wide spread introduction of church organs.
We were treated to some pieces that had been originally orchestrated in Somerset, 
including some at West Harptree and some at Dunster. They were joined together 
by some very interesting commentary, dipping into the works of Thomas Hardy 
and Isaac Watts among others. The highlights were perhaps a rendition of “While 
Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night” in which the audience joined; and a 
very evocative piece entitled “The Waterloo Dance”- no, not by Abba - which really 
took one back to the Duchess of Richmond’s ball on the eve of the famous battle.
Many churches, including All Saints’, had “West Galleries” before the arrival of 
church organs, although very few, mostly in the West Country, survive. Many 
parish priests were only too happy to see the disbandment of the sometimes unruly 
bands and choirs - a shame as they must have provided much entertainment in the 
times before electricity and all the modern media.
After a very successful series of concerts at All Saints’, attention is now on creating 
a programme for 2024 - watch this space!
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Available for hire

COMPTON DANDO
PARISH HALL
Attractive, warm & comfortable

Parties : Functions : Meetings etc.
For details or bookings contact

Christel Rees  01761 206046  
comptonhalluk@gmail.com

French Tuition
Qualified, experienced French 

teacher offering tuition at all levels
• Beginners

• Exam preparation
• Conversational

• Holiday
For further details

contact Trish on 01761 490477

GENTLE FITNESS
Personal training to help keep your 

independence, improve your supple strength  
or to help work towards your other goals.

Exercise in your own home.
www.gentlefitness.co.uk
Samantha 07736309272

£40 a session or £350 for ten

MILL CORNER 
GARAGE

MOT’s now carried
 

out in our workshop

Tel: 01761 490652

Mill Corner, Church Street, 
Pensford, Bristol BS39 4AQ

Servicing : Accident repAirS 
Mot’S : oilS : BAtterieS

tyreS : AcceSSorieS

Every Tuesday  
9.45am - 11.45am at Pensford Memorial Hall 
£3 per family. Babies welcome!
Contact Angharad Allen on 07967 730357  
or email pensfordtoddlers@outlook.com  
for more information.

First  
session  

free

Diocese of Bath and Wells
Bishop’s letter -  
A unique story
When I speak to my Mum on my birthday, 
she often recalls to me the events that 
surrounded my arrival in the world. These 
include nearly being born in the hospital 
lift, my older brother being smuggled in 
to see me under my dad’s overcoat and of 
various aunts sneaking onto the maternity 
ward out of visiting hours by wearing their 
WRVS uniforms. 
Each of us has a unique story about our birth. 
At Christmas we’ll be recounting once again the 
story that we share about another birth - the birth of Jesus. Across the world we’ll 
be re-telling and re-enacting what happened in Bethlehem more than 2000 years ago. 
We’ll recall the journey of Mary and Joseph, the birth in the stable, the arrival of the 
shepherds, the song of the angels, the visit of the Magi. 
Our own birth stories are unique to each of us. Jesus’s is common to us all. And not 
just because we all know about it. For in our recollection of Jesus’ birth, we’ll also 
be remembering that in him, God came to be at one with us. In Jesus God arrived to 
share fully in our humanity, experiencing complete solidarity with every aspect of 
our human condition. Jesus is ‘God with us’ - in trenches in Ukraine, bomb shelters 
in Israel and Gaza, in hospital wards where loved ones die, in relationships where 
there is conflict and distress.

Just as much as he is with us in our greatest joys and 
our deepest woes, Jesus is also for us. One of the earliest 
teachers of the Church said this: ‘He became what we 
are so that we might become what he is.’ The baby born 
in Bethlehem stands with us not only in all that we 
experience. This child also comes to offer us the possibility 
of opening every part of our lives to the transforming 
power of God’s life of love and joy and peace. He comes 
so that every day we can become a little more like him.  
This is the good news of Christmas and may it be yours 
this year. 
A very Merry Christmas to you all. 

Bishop Michael
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We’ll recommend a solution 
that suits you, not us
That means we listen to your needs, take on board your wants and, very 
importantly, take into account your budget. We can then advise you on 
the best way to go; whether that be a complete bespoke garage, top of 
the range automated door, a basic up and over or simply a repair.

So with direct access to the top manufacturers, a huge stock of spare 
parts for all makes and our own teams of experienced engineers, you 
can be assured of the result you want.

trading standards approved trader

Call Debbie or Evie on 01761 419999 
Showroom: Radstock Road, Midsomer Norton, BA3 2AD

www.sdsgaragedoors.co.uk

For details of our pre-fab buildings please visit: 
www.sdsconcretegarages.co.uk

GARAGE DOOR & PRE-FABRICATED 
BUILDING SPECIALISTS

Self Service Organic Milk 
vending Machine

Open daily at the farm gate
Organic, Unhomogenised, Pasteurised 

Whole Milk from our  
British Friesian dairy herd.

graSS fed, dry aged Beef,
hOMeBred On Our Organic farM

Available to order

Langford Farm
Woollard Lane BS39 4HT

(07568) 540970

WWW.LANGFORDFARMORGANIC.CO.UK
INFO@LANGFORDFARMORGANIC.CO.UK

Local Groups

Discover Tennis at your local club. Pensford Tennis Club are offering smashing 
reduced membership prices from now until 31st March. Single adult £40

Benefits include :
• Play at any time (on-line booking system)
• Coaching sessions at members rate
•  Entry to Wimbledon ticket ballot (must be an ‘Advantage’ member and opted in to 

qualify - no charge for joining)
• Weekly social tennis sessions.
• Variety of social events all year round
• Avon Tennis league play
For more details about membership please contact our Membership Secretary by 
email secretary@pensfordtennisclub.co.uk

Tennis at your pace
New Walking Tennis session 
available at Pensford Tennis Club.
Walking tennis is a safe, fun and 
inclusive way of getting active on a 
tennis court. It’s a game for anyone 
that wants to play tennis, but at their 
own pace. No running or jumping and 
you can let the ball bounce twice. Less 
speed but just as much fun!
Ideal for anybody looking to build their confidence, improve their general health 
and wellbeing with light exercise. Great for socialising and meeting new people.

You can play tennis at any age and Walking Tennis offers an 
easy way for older people to keep their body and mind active 

- while also enjoying the social side of being part of a tennis 
community.
The new session takes place Thursdays, 10.45am-11.30am 
and cost £1.50 for members and £3 for non-members. To 
encourage new players, your first session is free. For more 
details email Pensford Tennis Club at pensford@gmail.
com or visit www.pensfordtennisclub.co.uk

Pensford Tennis Club



Home-made soup lunch 
hopefully to be weekly if well 
supported 
Come make new friends & meet 
old ones! All ages very welcome

What’s On
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Calling all singers! 
We would love to see you at our next taster session on Tuesday  

30th January 2024 from 7.30 - 9.30pm, at Church Hall, Church Lane, 
Chew Stoke, BS40 8TX.

We are looking for new members for all parts: soprano, alto, tenor, 
and bass. The taster session is a chance for you to sing alongside 

regular members to see how you get on. Some music-reading ability is 
an advantage but support will be given to those with less confidence.
The session is free of charge. You are welcome to turn up on the night 
- no need to register in advance, but to give us some idea of numbers 

it will be helpful if you let us know if you plan to attend.
For more information about the choir, please visit our website:

www.chewvalleychoral.org.uk
or email: info@chewvalleychoral.org.uk

(“Mass at the Crib”). 

Can You Help?
Chew Valley Community Transport scheme, which exists to support 
local people get to medically related appointments, is appealing for more 
volunteers. We offer individual, door-to-door journeys in a volunteer 
driver’s own car.
Volunteering to drive for CVCT passengers is completely flexible, with no regular 
commitment of any kind - our drivers simply offer to take a passenger, if and when 
they wish, when they see that a specific journey has been requested.
All requests come through the CVCT coordinators - passengers call our number 
to request a lift to their appointment, they should not contact a driver directly. The 
coordinator then liaises between passengers and drivers, asking the passenger to 
reimburse their driver in cash for mileage and any parking expenses.
Geographically, we cover the “wider” Chew Valley area: ie all the villages in the 
rural area between the A38 and the A37. The area that stretches from Felton, 
through Dundry to Pensford in the north, down the A37 to Clutton and Temple 
Cloud then westwards towards Blagdon. We’re looking for volunteer drivers who 
live in or near this area, to keep the mileage costs down for our passengers.
Our drivers volunteer because it is such a useful, flexible role - and because they 
often enjoy some great conversations with many really very interesting people!
Here is some passenger feedback:  “Absolutely excellent service!  I don’t know what I would 
do without you. I live alone and do feel isolated so it is reassuring to know your service exists so 
I can get to my medical appointments.”  “All your drivers are brilliant! They have the patience 
of Job.”  “A brilliant service, I wouldn’t be able to get anywhere without you. A lifeline.”
We mainly need volunteer car drivers but would also welcome enquiries from 
anyone interested in joining our small team of coordinators. We’re always very 
happy to explain how we work to people interested in either using the service 
as a passenger or volunteering for us. If you would like to find out more about 
volunteering for CVCT please call 01275 333430 or email: cvct.coordinator@gmail.
com If you know of anyone who may need our services as a passenger please do give 
them our phone number.
CVCT was set up as a Community Interest Company in 2010, under the auspices 
of WERN, the West of England Rural Network, and has some admin support from 
WERN. We are not part of the new West Link green bus service and we do not take 
groups of people on shopping or social trips - we don’t run a mini-bus!
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Local Groups

STARTING NEW YEAR 
             THE OLD SCHOOL ROOM 
WEDNESDAYS 10TH & 24TH
                 12noon- 2pm 



December, 2023
Saturday, 2nd  Christmas Market, All Saints’ Publow, 10.00am - 12.30pm
Sunday, 3rd  Advent Sunday, Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 10.00am
Sunday, 10th   Café Church, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 10.00am 

Carol Service, All Saints’ Publow, 6.00pm
Sunday, 17th   Holy Communion, All Saints Publow, 10.00am 

Carol Service, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 6.00pm
Sunday, 24th   Christmas Eve, Christingle Service, All Saints’ Publow, 3.00pm 

Midnight Mass, All Saints’ Publow, 11.00pm
Monday, 25th   Christmas Day, Christmas Communion, St. Mary’s Compton 

Dando, 10.30am
Sunday, 31st  Holy Communion, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 10.00am

January, 2024
Sunday, 7th  Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 10.00am
Sunday, 14th  Café Church, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 10.00am
Sunday, 21st  Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 10.00am
Sunday, 28th  Holy Communion, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 10.00am

February, 2024
Saturday, 3rd  Coffee Morning and Market, All Saints’ Publow 10.00am
Sunday, 4th  Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 10.00am

Diary
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(“Mass at the Crib”). 

What’s On



Local Groups
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Logs from 
Lords Wood
Sustainably grown
Air dried hardwood

Logs, delivered to your
home.  Ideal for open
fires or wood burners

Contact
Steve

07881 593868

Pensford Local History Group (PLHG)
October talk: What an interesting and entertaining evening the 
PLHG visitors had when Martin Elsbury came along to tell us 
all about the world of the Magic Lantern. The entertainment 
hundreds of years ago was just as entertaining as it is today but in 
a completely different way. Martin had professionally put together 
a slideshow mimicking the bygone days of the magic lantern and 
also brought along with him a couple of “magic lanterns” for us 
to see together with some of the tricks of the trade used back in 
the day for special effects. Today’s health and safety standards 
would never allow for a “live” magic lantern show! Martin’s talk 
was extremely interesting, very educational and the audience 
participation made for good interaction coupled with humour. 
Thoroughly enjoyed by all.
November talk: What a turnout there was for Andrew Hillman’s 
talk on Lord’s Wood with over 80 people filling Pensford 
Memorial Hall. We learned of the history and ownership over 
time, having started life in private estate (400 years with the 
Pophams of Hunstrete House (now The Pig near Bath hotel)), 
then going to a woodland syndicate, then being shared between 
three private owners, more land being purchased and added over 
time and it is now around 200 acres and owned in its entirety 
by Judith and Andrew Hillman. And did you know that Lord’s 
Wood as it currently stands accounts for about 3% of woodland 
coverage in the whole of BANES? As well as the flora, fauna 
and management practices, Andrew shared his recently learned 
knowledge of the fact that the Marksbury Patrol were based out 
of Lord’s Wood during WW2 (at the time, the base was extremely 
secret). Andrew remembers meeting Jim Hooper who was one 
of the Marksbury Patrol members and who, as further research 
revealed, helped build the Operational Base. Lord’s Wood is 
home to many species of butterflies, moths and birds. And 
finally Andrew pointed out that many of the challenges faced are 
ironically in fact also the joys of the woods such as the resident 
deer population.
December: The PLHG will once again be selling paintings and 
drawings by Robert Bailey at the Christmas Market to be held 
at All Saints’ Church in Publow on Saturday, 2nd December 
between 10:00am and 12:30pm. Please do come along as this may 
well be your last chance to purchase one of Robert’s artworks.
Email: pensfordhistorygroup@gmail.com

Magic Lantern

Magic Lantern

Andrew HIllman’s talk on 
Lord’s Wood

Magic Lantern
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CHELWOOD     
 COMMUNITY FUND  

Invites applications for Grant Awards for Charitable Purposes 
from organisations, community groups and individuals in 

Chelwood and the surrounding parishes. The Grant Application 
Guidelines and the Grant Application Form can be downloaded 
at www.chelwood-village.co.uk or you can call Stephen Meale 

on 07890 965172 or email stephenmeale@icloud.com for copies 
and more information. 

Chelwood Community Fund Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation is a Registered Charity (No. 1170268) established 
to distribute surplus funds generated by Chelwood Community 
Energy Limited (a Community Benefit Society) for the benefit of 

the local community.

 

 
The Most Thorough Cleaning You’ve Ever 

Seen Or It’s Free! 
 Carpets  Advanced Low Moisture System. 

Superb results and dry in as little as 30mins! 
Your neighbours will think you’ve got new. 
 

Upholstery  Fabric and leather upholstery 
can look like new and smell fresh again. 
 

Oriental & Area Rugs  Off site 
cleaning facility for superior results.  
Free Collection & Delivery. 
 

Hard Flooring  
Restorative cleaning and sealing.  
of Natural Stone, Ceramic &  
Porcelain Tiles & Grout, Wood, 
Laminates & Resilient Flooring 
 

Worktops 
Repolishing of scratched and  
Damaged Marble & Granite worktops and 
vanity units.Also re-polishing of marble, 
limestone and travertine floors.     
 

What We Give Others Can’t 
 
*  Telephone Answered Live (8 to 5pm) 
 
* Accurate Appointment Times No more waiting 

around!  10 or more mins late, we ring ahead. 
 
* 100% Money Back Guarantee We are not 

perfect! If a spot re-appears or you’re unhappy, 
we’ll return and re-clean free. If you are still 
unhappy, your payment will not be accepted. 

 
* Value For Money – You get what you pay for. 

We may not always be cheapest, (we won’t use 
the tricks necessary to be so!) 

 

For Free, Friendly Advice call  
 

01761 235600 
 

TLC (Bath) Ltd,  
Unit 33, Old Mills, Paulton BS39 7SU 

www.tlcbath.co.uk 
 

 

Local Groups
Update from Dan Norris
Grants for local shops to cut carbon:
Grants of up to £15,000 for local businesses to cut their energy bills 
and carbon emissions are now on offer. The green grants are there 
for premises such as pubs, restaurants and shops to purchase and 
install energy efficient equipment - reducing their emissions by seven 
tonnes on average. Grants are available on a first come, first served 
basis. For more information please contact: lowcarbonbusiness@
westofengland-ca.gov.uk or 0117 332 1520.

Keep Warm this Winter:
It’s important to stay above 17°C, especially if you’re ill, an older person, or have 
young children. As Mayor of the West of England, once again I’m running a Keep 
Warm this Winter drive. For top tips please visit: www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/
keepwarm.

Birthday Buses - enjoy Christmas in style:
Don’t forget if your Birthday is coming up in December to apply for your FREE bus 
pass to enjoy the winter season in style.  You can use it to make as many journeys 
as you like without restrictions throughout the whole of your birthday month. 

Head to www.birthdaybus.co.uk for more 
information and send off your application 
today. 

Let’s get jolly with your trolley!
Finally as thoughts turn to Christmas 
shopping, don’t forget to shop local and 
support our fantastic independents.
Dan Norris, Mayor of the West of England

Chew Valley  
Gadget Busters
Here to help and looking for volunteers
• December 6th, The Queens, Chew Magna
• January 17th, Stoke Inn, Chew Stoke
Either book an appointment by e-mailing 
cvgadgetbusters@gmail.com, or turn up on 
the day. Both sessions are from 12.30 - 2.30 
pm.  It costs £3 per session, all of which will 
go to charity.



Avon Wildlife Trust 
Chew Valley Group Programme
Thursday 25th January 2024: BEAVERS 
IN AVON  An illustrated talk by Bevis 
Watts & Rob Stephens: Bevis explains 
how he came to find Beavers living on 
the Avon & his adventures following 
one family of beavers. He introduces his 
book ‘River Journey: Searching for Wild 
Beavers and Finding Freedom’. Rob will 
provide an update on work to support 
beavers in the Avon catchment and 
explain why they can be an important 
element of combating climate change and 
supporting nature’s recovery. 
Chew Magna Old School Room, 7.45pm.  
Admission £2.50 incl. refreshments.

Fund Raising Jumble Sale for Avon 
Wildlife Trust
There will be a Jumble Sale in The Old 
Schoolroom, Chew Magna at 10am on 
Saturday 13th January 2024. We should 
be most grateful for offers of help and 
also for donations of Jumble and White 
Elephant. Please deliver donations 
between 4pm & 8pm on Friday 12th 
evening to the Old Schoolroom.
For further information, offers of help 
and jumble please call 01275 332482.

Chew Valley  
Gardening Society
This friendly society meet on the 
second Thursday of the month 
at 8pm at Stanton Drew Village 
Hall where there is easy access and 
parking.
On the 14th December it will be the 
AGM with no produce competition, but 
a gardening quiz.
On 11th January 2024 Adam Alexander 
(the Seed Detective) will talk on his 
mission to keep alive the heritage of seeds 
he has saved from around the world.
The competition will be: 3 Seedheads.
If you would like to become a member 
please contact Graham Nicol, our 
Chairman, on 01275 333456 or just come 
along, you are warmly invited.

Chew Valley U3AQ
December: Chew Valley U3A will 
hold its monthly meeting on Monday, 
18th December 2023 at 10.30am at 
Ubley Parish Hall, when we shall have 
our Christmas meeting, with some 
entertainment, accompanied by festive 
drinks and nibbles.
January 2024: Chew Valley U3A will 
hold its monthly meeting on Monday, 
15th January 2024 at 10.30am at Ubley 
Parish Hall, when Caroline Duckworth 
will present a talk entitled “The Society 
of Merchant Venturers”.

All members and guests welcome.

Local Groups
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What’s On
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We have all the free sudokus you need! 400 new sudokus every week.

Make your own free printable sudoku at   www.PrintMySudoku.com

Sudoku challenge - 1223 (Fiendish)

Notice Board

Previous edition answers

Pensford Post Office
Village Stores
New Opening Hours
Monday to Saturday  

7am - 6pm 
Sunday 9am - 1pm

01761 490217

As we reach the end of another year, I would like to thank all the many people who 
are involved in the production and distribution of the Benefice Parish News. This is 
a not inconsiderable undertaking which, from my point of view, would be entirely 
impossible without the expertise of Victoria Spicer; I am also grateful to both Kate 
Matthews and Matthew Critten for keeping the finances in order and enabling the 
mag to continue to exist. Without Yvonne and Terry Phillips and their increasingly 
large and complex web of distributors we would none of us get a copy. What an 
achievement. If anyone has a query or comment concerning the Parish News, please 
do contact me. As Editor it is my task to iron out the wrinkles! My grateful thanks 
and a very happy Christmas to you all.

Judith Hillman

Subscription Information
The deadline for the next edition - February 2024 is the 16th January 2024.  
You can view this newsletter and any previous versions online at:  
www.publow-with-pensford-pc.gov.uk

THANK YOU



Bath and North East Somerset Council
Chelwood - Sam Ross 0 7480 064554
Compton Dando - Alison_Streatfield-
James@bathnes.gov.uk
Publow- Mr P May 01761 452223
B&NES Information Switchboard
01225 477000
Bristol Airport (Noise Concerns)
01275 473799
Chelwood Parish Council
Chair - Julie Glynn 01761 490832
Chelwood Village Hall
Bookings - Mr Pat Harrison 01761 490218
Chew Valley Choral Society
Catherine Hunt  0781 4098457
Chew Valley Gardening Society
Graham Nicol  01275 333456
Compton Dando Parish Council
Chair - Dawn Drury 07584710130
Clerk - Susan Smith 07746930582 or email 
clerk@comptondando-parishcouncil.org.uk
Compton Dando Parish Hall
Bookings - Christel Rees 01761 206046 - 
comptonhalluk@gmail.com
Compton Dando Community Association
Chair - Christel Rees 01761 206046
Treasurer - Hannah Maggs 07720 574200 
Secretary - Barend ter Haar 01761 490903
Compton Dando Neighbourhood Watch 
Coordinator - Sarah Wilson 07836 201611
Pensford Evergreens
Janet Smith 01761 490584
Pensford Football
Steve Harrison 07891 635661
Pensford Golf Society
Chair - David Parnell 01761 490888
Pensford Guides
Rachael Dando 01761 490663
Pensford Local History Group
Email pensfordhistorygroup@gmail.com
Pensford Old School Room (Church Room)
Email osr.pensford@gmail.com  
or 01761 490234

Pensford Memorial Hall
Chair - Steve Wilcox 07970 722774
Bookings - 07836 254436 or email 
pensfordhallbookings@hotmail.co.uk
Pensford Neighbourhood Watch
Coordinator - Dom Lowe 
neighbourhoodwatch@publow-with-
pensford-pc.gov.uk
Pensford School
Headteacher - Mr Warrick Barton  
01761 490470
Chair of Governors - Emily Huish
Pensford Tennis Club
Secretary - Alison Patey 01275 235568
Pensford Toddlers Group
Angharad Allen - 07967 730357
Police Community Support Officers
Mr Martyn Bragg 101
Publow Parish Council
Chair - Sue Grimes 01761490867 
Clerk - Helen Richardson 07899 970173
Rotary Club
Tony Quinn 01761 419328
Stanton Drew & Pensford Preschool
Leader - Nicky Sparkes 07810 632064
Village Agent
Alyson Akroyd - 01275 333700
Zero Carbon Compton Dando
Matt Jones - 07769 908627

Parish News Team
Enquiries - Judith Hillman 07802 662291
Submission, typesetting and design -  
Victoria Spicer pensford@gmail.com
Treasurer - Kate Matthews  
01275 891275
Invoicing and Credit Control 
Matthew Critten 01761 492609
Head distributor -  
Yvonne Phillips 01761 490426
Main distributors: Woollard - Mary Rogers, 
Compton Dando - Pam Cole & Fiona Gregg-
Smith, Chelwood - Jacky Young

Directory of Local Organisations

A local family business 
offering personal 

service day or night
Rest Room

2, The Vinery,  
Harford Square,  
Chew Magna,  

BS40 8RD

Vears Ltd
Chew Valley’s Premier Builders

Extensions - Renovations 
New Build - Roofing

Barn Conversions - Carpentry
Plastering - Plumbing - Kitchens

All work carried out to the highest 
standard by fully trained and 

experienced staff
FREE QUOTATIONS

enquiries@vears.co.uk
www.vearsltd.co.uk
Tel. 01275 474797
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All work carried out to the highest 
standard by full trained and 

experienced staff
FREE ESTIMATES

enquiries @vears.co.uk
www.vearsltd.co.uk
Tel. 01275 474797

Friendly experienced instructors

All ages and abilities welcome

Great range  of convenient times

Classes include : Body Conditioning,

 Kettlercise, Monday Mashup, Spinning! 

Pilates, Yoga and Core Strength

Post-Natal* Post-Natal Pilates*

Personal Training, Power Pump

Physiotherapy with Bluesky

Yeofit is Yeo Valley HQ's gym & studio, with classes open to the local public

Join your local friendly gym with a view to 

feeling stronger & healthier than ever before!

www.lynnejoynerfitness.co.uk   Tel: 07748 963297

Yeofit, Yeo Valley HQ, Rhodyate, Blagdon, Bristol BS40 7YE

The Yeo Valley Canteen is currently open Tue to Fri 9am-11.30am

*bring baby too!

......why not pop up to the Yeo valley canteen too for 
coffee and/or brunch & socialise with others from the class?




