
Leaves from the Rector’s Diary
17 March Attended a meeting this morning at Chew Magna which lends support to what 
Angela Fraser is doing across the Deanery as our Children’s and Youth Officer. It’s not 
a job I would want to entertain – going from parish to parish and organising children’s 
activities in the churches and schools. Angela seems to thrive on it, has more bounce than 
a bunjee jumper and obviously enjoys her  work immensely. In this Benefice she organises 
our monthly Tea Time Madness group which attracts up to twenty children. But what more 
should we/can we do for our young people? I hope that a monthly 9.30am service at Publow 
can be adapted so that children may participate. We shall see.
22 March We have not yet begun house-hunting in earnest – we have to sell our Norwich 
property first, in any case – but this morning we went to look at a  five- bedroomed property 
advertised for £85,000. It is in Tredegar, but the area is very run down and it looks as if the 
house needs considerable under-pinning. I thought it was too good to be true.
24 March We have received the very sad news of Geoff Calway’s ill health, and so many 
people want to know what they can do to help. Well, we can pray; we can support and we 
can show we care. Geoff and Jane are still very popular people in this Benefice, and we are 
sorry that he has to face, like so many people, a time of anxiety just when he is approaching 
retirement. There is a letter in this Magazine which people may care to respond to. The 
question of why a good God allows suffering has puzzled the human race for ever. I can 
only begin to understand it in terms of human freedom – we are not puppets and  in the light 
of God’s love and grace seen in Jesus Christ.  
27 March One thing I miss is a fully Choral Evensong. Apart from our monthly Evensong, 
which is growing in attendance, and which I enjoy, I am free to go to other churches in the 
area, where we are spoilt for choice – Bath Abbey, Wells and Bristol Cathedrals and St Mary 
Redcliffe. So usually I go to one of these. Tonight, however, The Ammonite Choir came to 
St Mary’s and led us beautifully in our worship. We also dedicated the new kitchen, and 
gave thanks for the restoration of the church porch. 
3 April Bishop Peter of Bath and Wells came to us at All Saints this morning, found a 
full church and joyful worship for Mothering Sunday. I have been accustomed to having 
Bishops leading worship on a very regular basis in my last 3 parishes. It’s good to see them 
and to appreciate that they know what’s going on. Unfortunately, like the Queen who must 
think that everything has been coated with fresh white paint, Bishops often see churches 
when they are full. A previous Bishop of Chelmsford, whom I knew, used to turn up un-
announced for 8.00a.m Communion on Sundays, so that he could see what it is really like. 
If it was done here, I don’t think he would find too dismal a picture.
5 April The first of the AGM’s and Annual Vestry meetings tonight. All went well, and 
churchwardens were duly elected. One of the churches I occasionally attend, as I have 
indicated, is St Mary’s Redcliffe. There, the two churchwardens have special seats, at the 
front of the nave. Their books are all laid out and open ready , and they are ceremoniously 
led in each time by a verger and bowed into their seats. I hope that with far less ceremony, 
we acknowledge the dedication and commitment of our wardens. 
6 April The last of our Lent Soup and Study Groups which have been well supported. 
Tonight we dwelt on bereavement, having tackled Civil Partnerships and Marriage, Money 
and Change. There is a desire to continue on a monthly basis throughout the year, of which 
more anon.
10 April Revd Sue and Noreen kindly gave me the morning off, so Carol and I went to All 
Saints Clifton. Apart from being a Forward in Faith Parish, opposed to women priests, the 
worship was right up my street. Not everybody appreciates smells and bells, so where it is 
tried on a regular basis in rural parishes, it is rarely a success. OK when you can attract an 
eclectic congregation, but rural churches are there for the village community as a whole. It 
was interesting to drive past several churches at the hour of worship on a Sunday morning 
– something I rarely do. Most had opened only one door, or one gate as if they were only 
half expecting people to turn up.

From the Parish Registers of All Saints’ Church
Holy Matrimony
6th May  Oliver Russell Karl BARNES and Nicola Michele GRIMES

P l e a s e  n o t e  
Sunday 29th May: Benefice Eucharist St Mary’s Compton Dando 10.00am

Mrs Enid Woodford kindly offered her 
garden for this fundraising event on 
8th May. The garden looked delightful, 
reflecting the hard work undertaken 
in preparation for the afternoon. The 
weather was sunny with a strong breeze 
which seemed keen to lift the marquee 
and gazebos!
A fairground organ played background 
music and The Ammonites Choir 
provided musical entertainment in the 
church at 3.pm, followed by organ music 
played by Martin Sussams. Garden 
stalls included plants, jewellery, soap, 
cards, bags, wooden craft bowls and 
ladies accessories.  You could rummage 
through the White Elephant and book 

Publow Vicarage Open Garden and Church Fete
stalls, guess the weight of the cake, 
choose from an expansive selection of 
cakes and preserves, try the tombola 
or raffles, Splat the Rat, cool off with an 
ice cream or simply enjoy a cream tea in 
the walled garden.  There were fantastic 
views afforded by a trip up the church 
tower or a ride in the field below in a 
carriage pulled by Cowboy the horse.
It was a marvellous setting for an 
afternoon with a wonderful atmosphere.  
Thank you to all those who helped 
and supported in any way and to Enid 
Woodford for allowing us the use of her 
garden. £500 was raised for the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation and 
£2,094 for All Saints’ Church funds.

Pensford with 
Publow W.I.

Sylvia Baber welcomed 
members to the May 
meeting. Sheila was 
thanked for her decorative 

table arrangement. One birthday card 
was presented. Correspondence 
and Avon News were dealt with. Two 
members attended the ‘Speakers 
Corner’ event where they listened to 
three speakers wishing to be entered 
into the Avon Federation Year Book and 
Speakers List.
The Pensford Craft Fair will be on 1st 
October and not as mentioned in the 
May magazine.  
This is the month when the National 
Resolutions are discussed and voted 
on. This year’s AGM is being held in 
Liverpool. The two Resolutions are:- 

‘Proposed Mega Farms’ and ask 
the Government to ensure planning 
permission is not granted for such 
projects and, secondly, ‘The closure 
of local Libraries’ and again urges the 
Government to maintain support for 
keeping local libraries open. There 
was considerable discussion on both 
of these and it was decided to vote for 
both of them. Keynsham Charlton W.I. 
is our representative this year and our 
decisions will be forwarded to them.
We held a Silent Auction, proceed will 
go to ACWW Coins for Friendship. After 
enjoying a hilarious game of ‘Beetle’ 
won by Linda, second Sheila and third 
Jo, we shared a ploughman’s supper.
Next month is our garden meeting 
when we shall be visiting Lady Farm, 
Chelwood. At the July meeting Mrs 
Riki Clark will be showing Gemstone 
Jewellery. Visitors always welcome.



Somerset Chamber Choir again perform 
with the world-renowned soprano (and 
choir Patron) Dame Emma Kirkby at 
Wells Cathedral on Saturday 30th 
July, 7.00pm. She will join the choir 
and a team of superb young soloists 
(Tim Mead, Nicholas Mulroy & Samuel 
Evans), baroque orchestra Canzona and 
conductor Graham Caldbeck to perform 
Bach’s Mass in B minor - considered 
one of the greatest pieces of choral 
music ever written.
Concerts of this calibre do not happen 
often in Somerset, so early booking is 
advised! Tickets (priced £10-£28) are 
available from Taunton TIC (01823 
336344) or online at:-
www.somersetchamberchoir.org.uk

Somerset Chamber Choir

At our Meeting on Thursday, 9th June 
we are very pleased to welcome back 
John Tucker who will talk to us about 
‘Monet’s Garden’  This is a fascinating 
garden which was  created by the artist 
and has been maintained to a very 
high standard for visitors to enjoy much 
as it was in Monet’s day. It is a very 
photogenic and historic place, so  I am 
sure we are in for a visual treat as well 
as some background history.
We meet upstairs in the Old Schoolroom, 
Chew Magna at 8.00pm.
Visitors and new Members welcome.

Chew Valley Gardening Society

Secret World Wildlife Rescue
If you are interested in wildlife don’t miss 
this chance to hear about Secret World 
Wildlife Rescue and also meet some of 
the rescued animals! 
Secret World is a charity that specialises 
in the rescue, rehabilitation and eventual 
release of orphaned, 
injured and sick wildlife 
- everything from deer 
and foxes to  otters, 
hedgehogs and bats. They 
also breed and release harvest 
mice to the wild.
Debbie from Secret World is bringing 
along some of the rescued animals on 
Tuesday 14th June to Compton Dando 
hall. Everyone is welcome - men, women 
and children, and the event starts at 
7.30pm.

 

 

L o c a l  H i s t o r y  
G r o u p

In May we walked around the Bathurst 
Basin and Redcliffe in Bristol, where 
Roy Gallop took us round a very small 
area that was full of layers of history. 
We discovered areas underground - 
the railway, the caves and the General 
Hospital’s vaults - and above ground 
- Quaker’s burial ground, old locks on 
the Bathurst Basin and the old Port 
Wall. Roy and his two colleagues were 
informative, engaging and enthusiastic 
- thank you to them for a lovely walk. 
Our June walk is on Monday 13th June, 
meeting at 7.00pm at Frenchay Common 
where Alan Freake will take us around 
the village and museum of Frenchay. 
£2.00 charge. Everyone welcome.

£15 - S.Young : £10 - G. Burnside : £3 - K. Walker : £2 - G&L Weller
£15 - A. Gran :  £10 - S. Waite : £3 - A&P Harrison : £2 - B. Parsons
£15 - B. Anstey : £10 - G. Dagger : £3 - P. Telling : £2 - S. Clarke
£15 - H. Young : £10 - J.P. Young : £3 - B. Anstey : £2 - S. Clarke

Chelwood Lucky Draw
January
February
March
April

Do you want to grow your own
fruit and vegetables?

Are you interested in having an allotment?

  If so, please contact the Parish Clerk
Tel: 0117 986 0552

email: clerk@comptondando-parishcouncil.org.uk
write: Parish Clerk c/o Chapel Cottage 

Burnett BS31 2TQ
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2.00pm - 5.00pm



Just before Easter I 
found myself as the 
‘castaway’ on a version 
of Desert Island 
Discs in Ilminster. 
I was surprised by 
how much I enjoyed 
the experience and 
I was delighted that 

my rather bizarre choice of records, 
which included Adam Faith and Dusty 
Springfield, struck a chord with so many 
of the listeners – it must be my age!
I was reminded of the evening because 
I have just received a ‘thank you’ letter 
from the charity that I wanted to support 
that evening, ‘Kid’s Company’ and with it 
a gift of a wonderfully colourful tie made 
by one of the vulnerable young people 
who are helped by it. The founder is 
an inspirational Iranian woman called 
Camilla Batmanghelidjh. Kid’s Company, 
based in Inner City Peckham, supports 
kids whom many others have given 
up on, and by offering them a place 
of safety and welcome, lives are often 
turned around.
‘One of our street boys’, writes Camilla, 
‘who came in the early days and drove 
me crazy is now an ambulance driver and 
is working as a gang mediator trying to 
prevent shootings in the streets. One of 

our girls who arrived homeless aged 16 
just got a 2:1 at Oxford in experimental 
psychology. Your friendship for our 
vulnerable children will always be 
treasured.’ In fact we raised just over 
£450. It doesn’t sound much, but then it 
is often the small acts of generosity and 
kindness that make all the difference.
I spent the week after Easter in Normandy 
and visited the town of Lisieux, now 
famous as the place where St Therese 
lived as a Carmelite Nun. Therese lived 
only a short time. She never went on 
missions; she never founded a religious 
order; she never performed great works 
and it is only her written journal, ‘The 
story of a Soul’ that the church has to 
remember her by, and yet, within a 
relatively short time, the Catholic Church 
made her a saint. Why?
Because she was a reminder to those 
of us who can feel that we can do so 
little to make a difference in the world, 
that it is the small acts of kindness and 
generosity that keep God’s kingdom 
growing. When Henry James was 
saying goodbye to his young nephew 
Billy, he said something the boy never 
forgot. ‘There are three things that are 
important in human life. The first is to be 
kind; the second is to be kind; the third 
is to be kind.’ Peter Taunton

PENSFORD 
TENNIS CLUB

Ably orchestrated by 
resident coach Peter 

Evans, the junior section of Pensford  
Tennis Club ran a very successful 
tournament on Saturday 7th May. 
The winner was Alfie Hemmings with 
Samuel Payne as a very worthy runner-
up. The seniors ran a fun tournament 
on Sunday 15th May to celebrate the 
refurbishment of the courts. There was a 
good turnout of enthusiastic players with 
a BBQ  sizzling away in the background. 

There were even some adults who were 
trying tennis for the first time. Again, 
encouraged by Peter Evans, more than 
a dozen juniors turned out in force – they 
must have gone home exhausted!  
Meantime the teams playing in the 
league matches have had mixed 
fortunes. The Ladies Team won against 
Portishead II but the next week suffered 
a narrow defeat at the hands of Clifton 
II. The Men’s Team were given a bye in 
their first match but the next week lost to 
Sir Bernard Lovell School. 
For  information about the Club check 
out www.pensfordtennisclub.co.uk

If you met Sister Peggy 
Boyne on the bus you 
might dismiss her as 

just another little white haired old lady, 
but she and her companion Sister 
Theresa were wearing their church 
army T shirts! In fact they were on a 
five day pilgrimage to visit all the five 
West Country cathedrals, travelling only 
by local buses and funded by their bus 
passes. They had written to each of the 
Deans asking for prayers to be said for 
the Church Army, which now numbers 
only about 300 individuals. They hoped 
to explain the work of the Church Army 
to people they met on the way and pray 
for people who asked them to.
Sister Peggy’s account of their journey 
was so entertaining that we didn’t know 
whether to laugh or cry. Sister Peggy 
recently celebrated 50 years in the army. 
She has been retired for some years 
but is no less active. She described her 
working life as in the dingier parts of 
towns “There were usually some derelict 
factories and a canal”. Sister Theresa 
has only done 48 years so far, and used 
to work with homeless women. Sister 
Peggy’s enthusiasm and compassion 
absolutely shone out and we all felt 
better for meeting her.
Next month we’re going for tea at Holt 
Farm Gardens. Remember that we need 
to leave by 2.00pm. Anne Hall

Publow with
Pensford MU Te a t i m e  M a d n e s s

The Benefice After School Club
for primary school children
Crafts & games : Snack tea
Music : Praise & Bible Story

3 . 3 0 p m  -  4 . 4 5 p m
P e n s f o r d  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l

P r e - s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  w e l c o m e
a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a  p a r e n t

O l d e r  c h i l d r e n  c o m e  a l o n g  a s  h e l p e r s
T h e r e  i s  n o  c h a r g e  f o r  t h e  c l u b

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n
R e v d  S u e  S e v e n s  4 9 0 8 9 8

M o n d a y  1 3 t h  J u n e  

The work of “computer gremlins” 
prevented these from being published in 
earlier magazines. They also swallowed 
whole the reports sent for March and 
April regarding Christian Aid Week. I 
do apologise and hope that posters in 
the villages alerted you to the dates. By 
the time this appears, I am hoping that 
we will have collected all the envelopes 
and done some of the paper work. If 
your envelope has not been collected, 
please would you leave it at one of 
the churches in the Benefice, or with 
Maureen Ford in Pensford or me, Jackie 
Young (490614) 

Christian Aid Week

The last Wednesday
of each month
The Rectory

 Starting 29th June
 7.30pm

Soup and Study Group



June 2011

October 2010
Sat 2 Pensford Church Market. Church Rooms. 10.00am - 11.30am
Sun 3 Compton Dando Harvest Service followed by Harvest Lunch
Mon 4 Pensford History Group, Church Rooms. 7.30pm
Tue 5 CDCA Coffee Morning. Parish Hall. 10.30am
Sat 9 Pensford Gift & Craft Fair. Memorial Hall. 10.00am - 4.00pm
  Chelwood Harvest Supper. 7.00pm
Sun 10 Chelwood Harvest Service .11.15am
Mon 11 Publow with Pensford Parish Council Meeting. Church Rooms 7.15pm
  Pensford with Publow WI Memorial Hal.l 7.30pm
Tue 12 Compton Dando Social Group. Parish Hall. 7.30pm
Wed 13 Arthritis Research Coffee Morning. Winford Manor. 10.00am
Thur 14 Mothers Union. Pensford Church Rooms. 2.15pm
  Chew Valley Gardening Club. Old School Rooms. 8.00pm
Sat 16 Mersey Beat Legends & Joker. Pensford Memorial Hall. 8.30pm
Mon 18 U3A, Ubley Hall. 10.30am
  ��� � �� � � � � � ����� � � ��� � � ��� � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
  Bell Ringing Lesson, Compton Dando Church. 7.30pm
Wed 20 Bell Ringing Lesson, Publow Church. 7.30pm
  Deanery Synod. Saltford Church Hall. 7.30pm
Thur 21 Compton Dando Community Association AGM.7.30pm
Sat 23 Pensford Guides & WI Jumble Sale. Memorial Hall. 2.30pm
Thur 28 Jewels of the Jungle. Chew Magna Millennium Hall. 7.45pm
Fri 29 Arthritis Research Book Sale. Chew Valley Fruit Farm. 9.00am
Sun 31 All Saints Tide Patronal Festival, Festival Eucharist
  All Saints Publow. 10.00am
  Memorial Service, when we remember all those who
  have died. St Mary’s. 6.00pm

�������������������
Tool Hire - Diggers & dumpers - Toilet Hire

0845 205 2002
www.alidehire.co.uk
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Saturday 9th OctoberSaturday 9th OctoberSaturday 9th October
10.00am -  4 .00pm10.00am -  4 .00pm10.00am -  4 .00pm

Admission £1.00Admission £1.00
Children under 12 FreeChildren under 12 FreeChildren under 12 Free

Homemade Cakes & Refreshments all dayHomemade Cakes & Refreshments all dayHomemade Cakes & Refreshments all day
Light Lunches 12noon - 2.00pmLight Lunches 12noon - 2.00pmLight Lunches 12noon - 2.00pm

Many Stalls
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Thur 2 ASCENSION DAY
Sat 4 Publow Church Market & Plant Sale  10.00am–11.30am
  Church Room, Pensford.
Thur 9 Mothers Union Outing to Holt Farm Gardens, leaving at 2.00pm
  Chew Valley Gardening Society. The Old Schoolrooms. 8.00pm 
Sun 12 PENTECOST (Whit Sunday)
Mon 13 Tea-time Madness Pensford School  3.30pm – 4.45pm
  History Society Walk. Meet at Frenchay Common 7.00pm
Tue 14 Secret World Wildlife Rescue. Compton Dando Hall 7.30pm
Sun 19 Teaparty for St Thomas a Becket. 2.00pm - 6.00pm
Sun 26 Songs of Praise at All Saints’ Publow 3.00pm
Mon 27 Deanery Synod
Wed 29 Soup & Study Group. The Rectory. 7.30pm
Thur 30 Social Group pub lunch ‘The Compton’. All welcome 12.30pm

JULY
Sun 17 Salmon & Strawberries at The Grange
Sat 23 Stanton Drew Flower Show

REMEMBER - All info for July & August must be in
by 16th June. Thank you

Saturday MarketHOME BAKING
PLANT SALE

P r o c e e d s  t o w a r d s  C h u r c h  F u n d s
 A d m i s s i o n  5 0 p  t o  i n c l u d e  c o f f e e  a n d  b i s c u i t

f o r  
P u b l o w  
C h u r c h

Saturday 4th June
Church Rooms, Pensford

10.00am – 11.30am

SUNDAY 19th JUNE
2.00pm - 6.00pm

St Thomas a Becket. Pensford Church
OPEN DAY TEA PARTY

Come to see what is happening inside the Tower and Nave
TEA IN THE CHURCH ROOM

and outside if fine, and learn how to Morris Dance too.
Unique photos on display

For any information contach
JANE FLOWER

01761 490234 / 07703699123
To help protect beautiful historic churches at risk including this 
church. Donations will be given to The Churches Conservation 
Trust, the national charity that works to keep churches open to 
all, living once again at the heart of our communities. To date it 

has saved more that 340 unique buildings that attract more than a 
million visitors a year.

why


