
Leaves from the Rector’s Diary
17 March Attended a meeting this morning at Chew Magna which lends support to what 
Angela Fraser is doing across the Deanery as our Children’s and Youth Officer. It’s not 
a job I would want to entertain – going from parish to parish and organising children’s 
activities in the churches and schools. Angela seems to thrive on it, has more bounce than 
a bunjee jumper and obviously enjoys her  work immensely. In this Benefice she organises 
our monthly Tea Time Madness group which attracts up to twenty children. But what more 
should we/can we do for our young people? I hope that a monthly 9.30am service at Publow 
can be adapted so that children may participate. We shall see.
22 March We have not yet begun house-hunting in earnest – we have to sell our Norwich 
property first, in any case – but this morning we went to look at a  five- bedroomed property 
advertised for £85,000. It is in Tredegar, but the area is very run down and it looks as if the 
house needs considerable under-pinning. I thought it was too good to be true.
24 March We have received the very sad news of Geoff Calway’s ill health, and so many 
people want to know what they can do to help. Well, we can pray; we can support and we 
can show we care. Geoff and Jane are still very popular people in this Benefice, and we are 
sorry that he has to face, like so many people, a time of anxiety just when he is approaching 
retirement. There is a letter in this Magazine which people may care to respond to. The 
question of why a good God allows suffering has puzzled the human race for ever. I can 
only begin to understand it in terms of human freedom – we are not puppets and  in the light 
of God’s love and grace seen in Jesus Christ.  
27 March One thing I miss is a fully Choral Evensong. Apart from our monthly Evensong, 
which is growing in attendance, and which I enjoy, I am free to go to other churches in the 
area, where we are spoilt for choice – Bath Abbey, Wells and Bristol Cathedrals and St Mary 
Redcliffe. So usually I go to one of these. Tonight, however, The Ammonite Choir came to 
St Mary’s and led us beautifully in our worship. We also dedicated the new kitchen, and 
gave thanks for the restoration of the church porch. 
3 April Bishop Peter of Bath and Wells came to us at All Saints this morning, found a 
full church and joyful worship for Mothering Sunday. I have been accustomed to having 
Bishops leading worship on a very regular basis in my last 3 parishes. It’s good to see them 
and to appreciate that they know what’s going on. Unfortunately, like the Queen who must 
think that everything has been coated with fresh white paint, Bishops often see churches 
when they are full. A previous Bishop of Chelmsford, whom I knew, used to turn up un-
announced for 8.00a.m Communion on Sundays, so that he could see what it is really like. 
If it was done here, I don’t think he would find too dismal a picture.
5 April The first of the AGM’s and Annual Vestry meetings tonight. All went well, and 
churchwardens were duly elected. One of the churches I occasionally attend, as I have 
indicated, is St Mary’s Redcliffe. There, the two churchwardens have special seats, at the 
front of the nave. Their books are all laid out and open ready , and they are ceremoniously 
led in each time by a verger and bowed into their seats. I hope that with far less ceremony, 
we acknowledge the dedication and commitment of our wardens. 
6 April The last of our Lent Soup and Study Groups which have been well supported. 
Tonight we dwelt on bereavement, having tackled Civil Partnerships and Marriage, Money 
and Change. There is a desire to continue on a monthly basis throughout the year, of which 
more anon.
10 April Revd Sue and Noreen kindly gave me the morning off, so Carol and I went to All 
Saints Clifton. Apart from being a Forward in Faith Parish, opposed to women priests, the 
worship was right up my street. Not everybody appreciates smells and bells, so where it is 
tried on a regular basis in rural parishes, it is rarely a success. OK when you can attract an 
eclectic congregation, but rural churches are there for the village community as a whole. It 
was interesting to drive past several churches at the hour of worship on a Sunday morning 
– something I rarely do. Most had opened only one door, or one gate as if they were only 
half expecting people to turn up.

From the Parish Registers of All Saints’ Church
Baptism
17th April Megan Yates

Dear Friends, thank you for your 
cards, gifts, flowers etc and especially 
your love and prayers since learning of 
Geoff’s illness. We enjoy hearing news 
of people and events in the benefice, so 
do please keep in touch. Jane Callway.

The magnificent total of £909.49 has 
been sent to the Children’s Society from 
collection boxes kept by 33 households 
within the Benefice.  This amount is 
our best ever, and will go towards the 
Children’s Society’s Safe in the City 
projects, which work with some of the 
most vulnerable young runaways in the 
country. Grateful thanks to everyone who 
has contributed towards this wonderful 
total.
If anyone else would like a collection box, 
please do contact me - Judith Hillman, 
Hon. Local Secretary  01761 490324 

Congratulations to Pensford Football 
Club on winning the Mid-Somerset 
League Baxter Shield after beating 
Coleford Reserves at Radstock Town 
F.C on Friday 8th April. It was a great 
game to watch for the many supporters 
who went along to cheer on our local 
team. Well done lads.

Market Report – April
The All Saints’ Market in April raised 
£172.60 for Church funds. This was 
another enjoyable and lively event 
where the home baking was much 
in demand and Debbie Forge sold 
Fairtrade goods.
There will be NO market in May, but we 
look forward to seeing everyone at the 
Open Garden at The Old Vicarage on 
Sunday, 8th May at 2.00pm. The next 
market will be Saturday, 4th June. 

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY

L o c a l  H i s t o r y  
G r o u p

Pensford Local History Group’s April 
meeting was about the fight for Everest 
in 1924. Local man Hugh Norton gave an 
excellent talk about the expedition, lead 
by his father Edward, clearly describing 
the conditions, terrain and equipment 
these great pioneers had to deal with.
For our next meeting on Monday 9th May, 
we start our summer walks programme, 
when Roy Gallop will take us around 
Redcliff and the Bathurst Basin. We will 
meet in the car park opposite St Mary 
Redcliff Church, at 7.00pm.

The evening was held on Wednesday 
30th March in the Memorial Hall. It was 
well attended and many useful questions 
asked. 
Pam & Colin from St Johns Ambulance 
demonstrated the use of the defibrillator 
and talked us through the basic 
resuscitation, stressing the importance 
of keeping an airway open. Pam said 
they would be willing to do a refresher 
session in a year’s time if we wanted it. 
They suggested we use 112 instead of 
999 as we then get a local connection. 
With many thanks. Janette Stephenson.

Defibrillator Awareness Evening

Chew Valley Gardening Club
On Thursday, 12th May we are very 
pleased to welcome Alan Power who 
will be talking to us about Stourhead - its 
History and Conservation. I am sure, we 
will be in for a very interesting evening.  
Stourhead is fantastic at any time of 
the year but in the autumn it is quite 
magical. So do come along to the Old 
Schoolroom, Chew Magna where we 
meet upstairs at 8.00pm. New Members 
and visitors are very welcome.



Pensford Gospel Hall
6.30pm

Sunday 8th May
Bristol Evangel Male Voice Choir

 Speaker: David Yelland
An hour of praise and worship

You are warmly invited
Tea and Biscuits to follow

Chip Timing : Medals : Cash 
Prizes : Bar : Refreshments
Free Parking : Bag Storage

1 . 0 0 p m
Pensford Memorial Hall

Entry Fees:
£10 - £12 in advance
£11 - £13 on the day

*Minimum age 15 on race day 

Sunday 1st May

Fun Run (4k)

If you would like to make your garden 
bloom this year but don’t know 
where to start, this is for you!  
Demonstrations of basic 
techniques such as sowing 
seeds, potting on and 
taking cuttings, by Darryl 
Watts, a plant expert from 
Bath Spa university, will 
be followed by a ‘hands on’ s e s s i o n 
when you can try these for yourself - 
and take home your plants to grow on 
at home.
There will also be a short talk by John 
Lee about the increasingly popular idea 
of growing vegetables in containers. If 
you are short of room or just want to try 
growing a few vegetables, this is an easy 
and convenient way to grow a surprising 
variety of your own vegetables and salad 

crops. Just come along 
at 7.30pm on Tuesday 
10th May to Compton 
Dando Hall - everyone 
is welcome. The 

event is organised by 
Compton Dando Social 

Group and the cost is £2 
(£1 under 12s).

Spring Gardening Talk

3.00pm start
Pensford

Memorial Hall
Entry Fees

on the day £2.50
or £6.00 per family

Pensford with 
Publow W.I.

Sylvia Baber welcomed 
members to the April 
meeting. One birthday 
card was presented. 

Correspondence and Avon News were 
dealt with. An invitation to join Farrington 
Gurney WI on their summer outing to 
Stratford on Avon on 14th June had 
been received. 
Some members had enjoyed the walk 
around Pensford to Woollard which had 
been arranged by Clutton WI through 
the Federations monthly walks. Three 
of our members also entered the Kurling 
competition and were pleased to finish 

third. It is hoped to have a stall at the 
Royal Wedding celebrations being 
held in Church Street. Bulb forms were 
handed out. The Hall representative also 
gave a report. The date of the Pensford 
Craft Fair has been changed from 8th to 
1st December.  
Our speaker was Mike Rowland who 
entitled his talk “A Fair Cop”. Mike is 
a retired policeman who gave us a 
very amusing account of his life in this 
profession. The competition ‘A Police 
item’ was won by Debbie Knight, second 
Sheila Rice, third Avril Ford.
Next month will be the Resolution 
meeting, followed by a Beetle Drive 
and Silent Auction. Visitors always 
welcome. 

The Vestry meeting and Annual 
Parochial Church meeting were held on 
Wednesday, 19th April. Janet Ogilvie 
and Linda Quinn were elected as 
Churchwardens for the coming year.  
However, Janet made it clear that she 
would not be seeking re-election after 
this year. The PCC will be discussing 
the possible appointment of Deputy 
Wardens at their next meeting on 11th 
May.
Anne Hall, Judith Hillman and Kate 
Matthews were elected Deanery Synod 
representatives for a three year term, 

ALL SAINTS’, PUBLOW – ANNUAL MEETING
and Joan Owen was re-elected to the 
PCC.
The Hon. Treasurer reported a financial 
loss of £2,167 for the year. She pointed 
out that this was an annual trend and 
despite continuous fundraising, the only 
way in which it was possible to increase 
income significantly was for individuals 
to increase their annual giving.
Reports of church activities were 
received and Janet Ogilvie, on behalf 
of the meeting, gave thanks to Canon 
John for his care and commitment to the 
parish.

Hurray! Both tennis courts 
have been refurbished and 

look terrific. Check them out - you will 
be amazed at the transformation – and 
how well they play! Visiting league 
teams are sure to be impressed and 
probably a bit jealous!
To celebrate we are holding an Open 
Day with BBQ on Sunday 15th May 
starting at 11.00am. Please feel free 

PENSFORD 
TENNIS CLUB

to come along and join in – all abilities 
welcome.
Speaking of abilities, coaching of adults 
and children is available on Tuesday 
evenings. For more details contact 
Peter Evans on 07580 004963 or email 
coaching@pensfordtennisclub.co.uk.
Please note that due to Pensford 10K 
Race the tennis courts will not be 
available for use on Sunday 1st May.
If you require any information about 
the Club we can be contacted via our 
website www.pensfordtennisclub.co.uk. 



All of us can share our 
faith and help with 
the big questions 
- For the past few 
months the country 
has been caught up 
in the wedding of 
Prince William and 
Kate Middleton. I’m 

pleased that the Government got into 
the spirit of things by saying ‘cut out the 
red tape and have a party.’ 
One of the privileges of my recent life 
is to be asked to take family weddings 
where those getting married have not 
necessarily been sure about what they 
believe, but are willing to explore the 
possibility of a relationship not just with 
each other, but with God too.
Back in the 1960s I ran a church-
based open youth group. All of the 
members were boys without any church 
connection. During the course of a 
summer camp a number came to faith. 
Imagine my joy when one of the turns 
out now to be a church warden! And that 
his son has been confirmed and may 
become an ordinand. 
Recently, I was asked by a niece who is 
training to be a doctor, and who has had 
no formal religious upbringing to meet 
with her and her Christian boyfriend to 
talk about faith and life. Although not yet 
making any formal commitment, she is 
pursuing questions about God, and how 
we live our life in relationship with God, a 
spirit of hope and the practice of justice.

Over dinner the other night I met up 
with an American friend who has been 
working in the Harlem area of New York 
where he has begun a seminary for 
people who want to work in the difficult 
areas of big American cities. Previous 
to this he worked for fifteen years in 
Baltimore where gun crime and murder 
were the order of the day. Here he 
helped found a church, but more than 
that, he encouraged people to reclaim 
the city by re-habbing houses, setting 
up a school for young black teenagers 
excluded from school, providing health 
care where none existed and creating 
a jobs development programme. ‘Walk 
the city,’ says my friend, ‘learn its history, 
see its global dimensions, dig deeply 
into what the Bible says about it.’
All of us can share our faith. We may not 
see the fruits immediately, but God is 
faithful. All of us can help people with the 
difficult questions. All of us can contribute 
to God’s Big Society - the Kingdom of 
God. After all God’s justice is the justice 
of the widow and the orphan, and the 
alien. A society becomes just when the 
little ones, those who are defenceless 
and unprotected are brought back into 
the community, and share its goods 
and have a voice. This is what church 
is about. The true carer in the Bible is 
the shepherd who (of his 100 sheep) 
searches for the one that has wandered 
off, and then throws a party once it has 
been found. You don’t have to wait for a 
royal wedding to celebrate! Peter

COMPTON
DANDO
PLANT
SALE

Compton Dando
Hall on

Sunday

8th May 2011,

10.30am-1.00pm.
Vegetable, perennial,
annual, wild flower,
and indoor plants!

Refreshments
available

All profits go to the Parish
Hall funds.

Hall
Management
Committee
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The meeting on May 16th will be the 
Annual General Meeting,  Ubley Village 
Hall, 10.30am. It is hoped that the AGM 
will be followed by an opportunity to 
meet representatives of the interest 
groups which we run. There will not be 
another monthly meeting until August 
15th when Fred Phelps, a “Comic 
Poet”, will entertain us. On Monday 19th 
September John Craig, a retired fire 
officer, will give a talk entitled “Going to 
Blazes”.  Although there are no monthly 
meetings during June and July many 
of the interest groups continue to meet 
during the summer and trips to places of 
interest, or for interesting experiences, 
usually continue during the summer 
months. Contact the Secretary, Christine 
Evans on 01934 832841 or visit our 
website, chewvalleyu3a.org.uk for more 
information.



May 2011

October 2010
Sat 2 Pensford Church Market. Church Rooms. 10.00am - 11.30am
Sun 3 Compton Dando Harvest Service followed by Harvest Lunch
Mon 4 Pensford History Group, Church Rooms. 7.30pm
Tue 5 CDCA Coffee Morning. Parish Hall. 10.30am
Sat 9 Pensford Gift & Craft Fair. Memorial Hall. 10.00am - 4.00pm
  Chelwood Harvest Supper. 7.00pm
Sun 10 Chelwood Harvest Service .11.15am
Mon 11 Publow with Pensford Parish Council Meeting. Church Rooms 7.15pm
  Pensford with Publow WI Memorial Hal.l 7.30pm
Tue 12 Compton Dando Social Group. Parish Hall. 7.30pm
Wed 13 Arthritis Research Coffee Morning. Winford Manor. 10.00am
Thur 14 Mothers Union. Pensford Church Rooms. 2.15pm
  Chew Valley Gardening Club. Old School Rooms. 8.00pm
Sat 16 Mersey Beat Legends & Joker. Pensford Memorial Hall. 8.30pm
Mon 18 U3A, Ubley Hall. 10.30am
  ��� � �� � � � � � ����� � � ��� � � ��� � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
  Bell Ringing Lesson, Compton Dando Church. 7.30pm
Wed 20 Bell Ringing Lesson, Publow Church. 7.30pm
  Deanery Synod. Saltford Church Hall. 7.30pm
Thur 21 Compton Dando Community Association AGM.7.30pm
Sat 23 Pensford Guides & WI Jumble Sale. Memorial Hall. 2.30pm
Thur 28 Jewels of the Jungle. Chew Magna Millennium Hall. 7.45pm
Fri 29 Arthritis Research Book Sale. Chew Valley Fruit Farm. 9.00am
Sun 31 All Saints Tide Patronal Festival, Festival Eucharist
  All Saints Publow. 10.00am
  Memorial Service, when we remember all those who
  have died. St Mary’s. 6.00pm

�������������������
Tool Hire - Diggers & dumpers - Toilet Hire

0845 205 2002
www.alidehire.co.uk
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Saturday 9th OctoberSaturday 9th OctoberSaturday 9th October
10.00am -  4 .00pm10.00am -  4 .00pm10.00am -  4 .00pm

Admission £1.00Admission £1.00
Children under 12 FreeChildren under 12 FreeChildren under 12 Free

Homemade Cakes & Refreshments all dayHomemade Cakes & Refreshments all dayHomemade Cakes & Refreshments all day
Light Lunches 12noon - 2.00pmLight Lunches 12noon - 2.00pmLight Lunches 12noon - 2.00pm

Many Stalls

������������������������
���������������������������������������

0 1 2 2 5  3 3 1 6 6 9

Sun 1 Pensford 10k and Fun Run

Sun 8 Publow Church Fete & Open Garden
  The Old Vicarage 2.00pm - 5.00pm
  Compton Dando Parish Hall Plant Sale - 10.30am-1.00pm
  Pensford Gospel Hall. Bristol Evangel Male Voice Choir 6.30pm
Mon 9 History Group Summer Walk. See article for details

Tue 10 Spring gardening – ‘hands on’ session. Compton Dando Hall 7.30pm 

Wed 11 Publow PCC, Pensford Church Rooms 7.30pm

Thur 12 Mothers Union. Pensford Church Rooms 2.15pm

  Pensford Evergreen Club  Horizon Folk Group  Memorial 

  Hall 7.00pm. Visitors welcome £1.50 inc tea & biscuits

  Chew Valley Gardening Club, Old School Rooms 8.00pm

Mon 16 U3A Annual General Meeting. Ubley Village Hall 10.30am

  Te a t i m e  M a d n e s s .  P e n s f o r d  S c h o o l  3 . 3 0 p m  -  5 . 0 0 p m
Tue 17 Compton Dando Parish Council meeting 8.00pm

Thur 19 Mothers Union. Cathedral Parayers 11.30am

  Pensford Evergreen Club  Ali Nourse & Her Rising Stars

  Memorial Hall 7.00pm Visitors welcome £1.50 in tea & biscuits

Sat 21 Marje & Bryans Coffee Morning. Lodge Farm. 10.30am - 12.30pm

Tue 24 Compton Dando Parish Hall Committee AGM  7.30pm

Thur 26 Social Group pub lunch. The Compton 12.30pm

  Pensford Evergreen Club  The Backwell Trio  Keyboard & Songs

  Memorial Hall 7.00pm  Visitors welcome £1.50 including tea & biscuits

Sun 29 Benefice Holy Communion. St Mary’s Compton Dando 10.00am

Saturday 21st May
10.30am to 12.30pm

Venue as last year 
Lodge Farm, Chelwood

By kind invitation of
Mrs E Jones and family

Plants
Cakes, Jams & Pickles

Gifts:  New & Nearly New
Books & Puzzles

Raffle

50p Entry
includes Coffee & Biscuits

Proceeds to
St Leonard’s ChurchMar
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�

������� ������� �����

��

����� ������
�

������� ���� ���� ������� �� ������

���� ���� ���������� ������� ������ ���������

������ ����� �� ���� ������� �� ������ �� ����������

������� �� ������ �� ������ ��������

����������� ������ �� ������� ��������

�������� �� �������� �� ����� ������ �� ������ ����

������ ��� ����� �� ������ ������� �����������

�������� ������ �� ������ ���� ���� �� ������ �����

������ ���� ������� ��� ���� ����

������ �� ��������� ������

���������� �� ������ �����

�

��� ����� ����������� ��� ���� �� ��������
�

��� ���� ��� ���� �������� �������� ������� �
�

��������� ��������� ��������� ����������

�������������� �� ���� ������
���� ���������� �����

��� ���� � � ��

������� ��������� � ��� ���� ������� ��������� ������ ��� ����

�

������� ������� �����

��

����� ������
�

������� ���� ���� ������� �� ������

���� ���� ���������� ������� ������ ���������

������ ����� �� ���� ������� �� ������ �� ����������

������� �� ������ �� ������ ��������

����������� ������ �� ������� ��������

�������� �� �������� �� ����� ������ �� ������ ����

������ ��� ����� �� ������ ������� �����������

�������� ������ �� ������ ���� ���� �� ������ �����

������ ���� ������� ��� ���� ����

������ �� ��������� ������

���������� �� ������ �����

�

��� ����� ����������� ��� ���� �� ��������
�

��� ���� ��� ���� �������� �������� ������� �
�

��������� ��������� ��������� ����������

�������������� �� ���� ������
���� ���������� �����

��� ���� � � ��

������� ��������� � ��� ���� ������� ��������� ������ ��� ����

�

������� ������� �����

��

����� ������
�

������� ���� ���� ������� �� ������

���� ���� ���������� ������� ������ ���������

������ ����� �� ���� ������� �� ������ �� ����������

������� �� ������ �� ������ ��������

����������� ������ �� ������� ��������

�������� �� �������� �� ����� ������ �� ������ ����

������ ��� ����� �� ������ ������� �����������

�������� ������ �� ������ ���� ���� �� ������ �����

������ ���� ������� ��� ���� ����

������ �� ��������� ������

���������� �� ������ �����

�

��� ����� ����������� ��� ���� �� ��������
�

��� ���� ��� ���� �������� �������� ������� �
�

��������� ��������� ��������� ����������

�������������� �� ���� ������
���� ���������� �����

��� ���� � � ��

������� ��������� � ��� ���� ������� ��������� ������ ��� ����


