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Church Services

Rector 			    
Revd Denise Calverley, The Rectory, Old Road, Pensford		 07849 821588
Church wardens
Publow with Pensford	 Mr Andrew Hillman	 01761 490324
	 Mrs Janet Smith	 01761 490584
Compton Dando	 Position Vacant
Chelwood	 Mrs Ann Sherborne	 01761 490586
Publow with Pensford PCC
Secretary	 Mrs Judith Hillman	 01761 490324
Treasurer	 Mrs Gillian Wookey	 01761 490336
Compton Dando & Chelwood PCC
Secretary	 Position vacant
Treasurer	 Mr Richard Evans	 01761 490144
Organists
Publow with Pensford & 
Compton Dando	 Mr Martin Sussams	 07952 637507
Benefice Administrator 
				    pensfordparishoffice@gmail.com

As from September 2017:-
1st Sunday
Publow All Saints’ 10:00am Benefice Eucharist
2nd Sunday
Compton Dando St. Mary’s 10:00am Cafe Church
3rd Sunday
Publow All Saints’ 10:00am Holy Communion  
Compton Dando St. Mary’s 6:00pm Holy Communion
4th Sunday
Chelwood St. Leonard’s 10:00am Holy Communion  
Publow All Saints’ 6:00pm Choral Evensong in January, April, July & October
5th Sunday
Rotation round the Benefice
Weekly
Every Thursday Compton Dando St. Mary’s 10:30am Holy Communion (said)

Front cover image: Many thanks to Hilary Cox for her photo of Publow Church.  
Email a photos of our local churches to pensford@gmail.com and see it as our front cover.

Leaves from the Vicar’s diary
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November
As I write this article, disaster has struck my hometown of Santa Rosa California 
as well as other areas of California. Fires are still burning with dry weather and 
changeable winds. 40 people have died, hundreds are missing, 100,000 are displaced, 
106,000 acres have burned. Friends and family have evacuated and re-evacuated 
even further. Forty families from my home church have had their homes burn to the 
ground within hours.
In Northern Ireland the edge of hurricane Ophelia has just struck with 90-102mph 
winds. Trees are blowing over. People are being urged to stay in doors but check 
on neighbours who are living alone. The West Country is getting a strange reddish 
orange colour in the late day sun due to debris from the Sahara desert in the air.
I’ve heard people say it seems like the end of the world because of all the disasters 
that have occurred in the US, Caribbean, Portugal, Puerto Rico, Mexico, etc. It 
would be a relief to turn off the news for a while. But if we did that, there is no 
opportunity to have a positive impact on our communities or the world through 
prayer and active compassion. 
St Paul wrote to the Philippians church he had started when they felt overwhelmed 
and discouraged. He said this, “...Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 
Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And 
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is 
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable - if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy - think about such things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from 
me, or seen in me - put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.”
Paul’s counsel and encouragement to the church at Philippi, is just as wise today as it 
was then. It’s easy to be discouraged by what we feel is happening all around us. But 
the reality is also that God is near us and we can talk to Him about anything. When 
we do, He gives us other-worldly peace in our hearts and minds. Praying also invites 
God to act in the concerns of the world far more than we ever could, so that His 
mighty power comes to bear on any situation, which can bring radical change! We 
too can act by giving to disaster relief and other charitable agencies.
Remember this, if your head is down it’s hard to see where help is coming from. But 
if your eyes are up, not even the sky is the limit. And sometimes you’re the answer to 
someone else’s prayer.
God bless you,
Revd Denise Calverley



From the Parish Registers

All Saints’ Publow
Baptisms
30th September - Samuel Lawrence 
GREEN
15th October - Jackson WORGAN

Holy Matrimony
23rd September - Donald Ian MEE and  
Natalie Barritt TYLER

Interment of Ashes
20th September - Sandra Dawn FEAR
27th September - Joanne JONES

All Saints’ Christmas 
Market 2017
Back again, the All Saints’ Christmas 
Market promises another exciting event 
to look forward to. Last year’s market 
attracted crowds of over 150 and we are 
hoping for an even better turnout this 
year. You will find lots on offer from festive 
wreaths and table arrangements, home 
baking, craft stalls, books, and many more 
Christmas gift ideas. Children will be kept 
amused with a variety of craft activities 
whilst parents wander around the many 
stalls. If you are feeling hungry there are 
bacon rolls and hot homemade soup on 
offer. You could even be in with a chance 
of winning a luxury hamper in the ever 
popular Christmas raffle. We’ll have 
fantastic entertainment from returning 
local jazz band The Chameleonz who are 
sure to have everyone foot tapping. Come 
and support this worthy fundraiser held in 
All Saints’ Church, Publow on Saturday 
2nd December from 10:00am - 2:00pm.

All Saints’ Church Market
October report
Despite the rather damp weather, the 
monthly church market in Pensford 
Church Room was very well attended  
and it was good to see so many people 
enjoying a chat over a cup of coffee. The 
cake stall was, as usual, a marvellous 
display of locally home-made sweet and 
savoury delights.
There were also plenty of preserves 
available including a variety of 
marmalades, jams and chutneys - Harvest-
time has certainly provided much in the 
way of basic ingredients.
This was the last market of the year before 
the end of British Summer Time and the 
change of clocks, and it was good to see so 
many people buying the small plants that 
were also available, including cyclamen, 
pansies and wallflowers to add a dash of 
colour to homes and gardens as the nights 
start to draw in.
In total the market raised nearly £230 
towards church funds. Many thanks 
to everyone who supported the event, 
whether helping, making or buying. We 
look forward to seeing you at the next 
market on Saturday, 4th November 
when, in addition to the home baking, we 
welcome the Traidcraft Stall.
For further information contact Judith 
Hillman 490324, Janet Smith 490584 or 
Gillian Wookey 490336.

All Saints’ Publow
Harvest Festival
The church was magnificently decorated 
with seasonal, locally grown flowers, fruit 
and vegetables on Sunday, 1 st October. 
The congregation of 65 adults and 
children heard Revd Denise describe how 
all things that are grown by farmers and 
gardeners depend on water and the sun, 
which Our Lord provides. The produce 
donated by the children and their parents 
and grandparents was taken to St. Peter’s 
Hospice in Bristol where grateful staff turn 
them into nutritious meals for the patients.
Afterwards, over 70 sat down at Pensford 
Memorial Hall where a delicious harvest 
lunch was provided. The cash collection 
and profit from the lunch, amounting to 
the magnificent sum of £356.70, will be 
sent to Water Aid, one of the charities 
routinely supported by All Saints’ Church.

Caring at Christmas
We have again been asked if we would 
support the work of Julian House in 
Bristol as they prepare to support homeless 
and destitute people over the Christmas 
period. Contributions of warm good-
quality second-hand casual clothes, new 
underclothes and socks, non-perishable 
food and cleaning materials are all 
welcome. Donations are requested as 
early as possible to enable the Centre to 
plan ahead. Gifts of money are also very 
welcome and cheques should be made 
payable to “Caring at Bristol”. 
Please contact Judith Hillman (490324) 
or bring your donations to any of our 
churches. Thank you.

Bible Study
From September 3rd a new weekly group 
has been meeting on Wednesday evenings 
at 7.30pm at the Rectory. All are welcome 
but please note that there will be no group 
meeting on either the 8th or 22nd of 
November. 
Please contact Revd Dense for further 
details.

Date For Your Diary
This year the Benefice Christmas Lunch  
at Pensford Memorial Hall will be held on

WEDNESDAY,  
13th DECEMBER  

at 12.30pm
All other details remain as in previous 
years, and a further reminder will appear 
in the December Parish News

Church News
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All Saints’ Publow
Church Market

Church Room, Pensford
10 - 11:30am

Saturday, 4th November
• Home Baking • 
• Traidcraft Stall •

Entrance 50p to include 
Coffee and biscuit

Church News
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Bishop Peter’s Message
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Going to Church is good for you - Research proves it!
Letter from the Right Reverend Peter Hancock,  
Bishop of Bath and Wells, November 2017
A recent article How to live to 100plus caught my eye. It basically crunched the 
numbers and listed twelve things which researchers believe contribute to a longer 
life. Some of it comes down to genes, but lifestyle is thought to be the biggest factor 
in longevity. The Office for National Statistics (ONS) recently reported that Britain 
now has 15,000 centenarians - twice as many as in 2002 - making this the fastest 
growing age group. The ONS attributes this largely to improvements in nutrition, 
lifestyle and living standards.
So what are these factors that influence life expectancy? One is being a woman 
and another is being Japanese, who have the longest life expectancy of anyone in 
the world. Family and friends are also very important. In a study from California 
those with a close family and good friends live longer. ‘Getting down with the kids’ 
- whether those are children, grandchildren, nephews, nieces, or the children of our 
neighbours and friends is a good thing to do. Marriage is also known to be beneficial 
to good health. Diet is obviously important and although advice on diet seems to 
change every time the wind changes direction, there is general consensus that dark 
chocolate, leafy greens, strawberries, chillies and small amounts of wine are good for 
us. Exercise is obviously important too, as Fauja Singh, now 106, said just after he 
completed running his latest marathon. 
However, among the list of factors that can lead to longer life was ‘Going to 
Church’. Until her death last year 116 year-old Susannah Mushatt Jones was 
the world’s oldest person. When asked for advice as to how to live a long life she 
said ‘Believe in the Lord’. A recent study by a Public Health School at Harvard 
supported this. It concluded that those who go to church more than once a week 
are less likely to die of heart attack or cancer. Staying for coffee afterwards is also 
likely to be beneficial. Age UK has demonstrated that social contact promotes well-
being and helps stave off loneliness in later life.
In the gospels we hear Jesus saying: ‘I have come that you may have life and have it to 
the full.’ Life in all its fullness is not however simply about how long we live, but how 
we live. Jesus’ promise is to be with us in this life, in all that life may bring, and also 
to bring us safely to the life that is to come, life everlasting.
Rt Rev Peter Hancock
Bishop of Bath and Wells
www.bathandwells.org.uk
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What’s On

5th Anniversary 
Celebration
Cam Valley Arts Trail
Sat 4th & Sun 5th November
Do come along and help us celebrate the 
arts in the Cam Valley by visiting one of 
the venues at this year’s 5th Anniversary 
Celebratory Arts Trail. This is a fantastic 
free community event which takes place 
in venues across the Cam Valley in the 
villages of Clutton, Farrington Gurney, 
High Littleton, Paulton, Temple Cloud, 
Timsbury & Tunley.
Over forty artists will be showcasing and 
selling their original, handcrafted work in 
painting, printing, textiles, ceramics, felt, 
glass, pastel, silver, wood, batik and more. 
We also host a number of free ‘taster’ art 
workshops & demonstrations as part of 
the trail for the community to enjoy. It’s 
a great opportunity to try something new, 
talk to different artists about their work 
and buy some original pieces of art as 
Christmas presents.
Doors open from 11am - 5pm on 
both days. There will be parking and 
refreshments available.
Remember your chequebook or cash  
since most artists cannot take credit  
card payments. 
www.camvalleyartstrail.co.uk Twitter: @
camvalleyart Instagram: camvalleyartstrail 
Facebook: @camvalleyartstrail Email: 
camvalleyartstrail@gmail.com

The Arts Society Mendip
(formerly the Mendip Decorative 
and Fine Arts Society)
What’s On for November  
and December 2017.
7th November Jane Austen; Letters,  
life and lesser known works: Karin 
Fernald, actor and writer, will recreate  
this period for The Arts Society Mendip. 
5th December Gods and Gardens:  
The wall paintings of Ancient Rome is  
the topic of the talk by Dr Angela Smith 
to The Arts Society Mendip. The lecture 
will be followed by the Christmas Lunch. 
The Society meets at the Bath and West 
Bar; Restaurant, B&W Show Ground, 
Shepton Mallet, BA4 6QN at 11:00 am. 
www.theartssocietymendip.org.uk. 
Guests Welcome. Contact 01934 862435.

Chew Valley U3A
Please come and join Chew Valley  
U3A at Ubley Village Hall on Monday, 
20th November, 2017 when Tom Wright 
will be speaking about building Sand  
Dams to create artificial Oasis’ in rain 
deprived areas.
Refreshments will be available from  
10am and the talk will commence at 
10:30am. There is a charge of £1 for 
members or £2.50 for visitors.



During October our tennis courts were buzzing with Club Championship fever! Members 
were coming out of the woodwork to take part in the competitions - there were men’s 
singles, ladies singles, mixed doubles, men’s doubles and ladies doubles. We even spring-
cleaned our Clubhouse for the occasion! The finals of these matches were played on the 
morning of Sunday 22 October the results of which were too late to meet the deadline 
(16 October) for this issue. Similarly for the friendly American doubles tournament held 
in the afternoon. Results can be found on our website or on Facebook. 
Our Club coach, Dan Church, runs a very comprehensive and effective coaching 
programme which is open to members and non-members alike and caters for all levels and 
abilities. Dan can be contacted on 07738 081652 or email danchurch04@hotmail.com. 

 
mail@byre-design.co.uk

'The Byre' 

Compton Dando
Manor Farm

Bristol    BS39 4JZ

eryb

Steve Rendell
B.A(Hons), B.Arch (Nottm)  

Architects Registration Board

No project is too small to benefit from 

an Architect's advice, guidance & design

design

An initial visit to discuss your project  
and talk you through the design,  

planning permission and  
building control process  

is completely free

ARCHITECTS
01761 490419

Nutgrove Farm
Extension to

Local Groups
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Logs from  
Lords Wood

Dry hardwood logs 
delivered to your home, 

ideal for open fires or 
wood burners.

Contact  
Wilson Sherborne

07887 783206
No Texts

Pensford Tennis Club

Coaching
Mon: 7:00pm - 8:00pm Adult Improvers
Tue: Juniors - 3:30pm - 4:30pm After 
School Tennis Club. (Any child under 
11 years old, from any school, can sign 
up.) 4:30pm - 5:00pm Mini Reds Tennis 
Group (Children 3 -5 years old). 5:00pm 
- 5:45pm Red/Orange Ball Rally Group 
(Children 6 - 9 years old)
Seniors - 6:45pm - 7:45pm Beginners/
Rusty Rackets, (Rackets provided) 7:45pm 
- 8:45pm Ladies Improvers
Thurs: 7:00pm - 8:00pm Boot Camp 
Exercise Class (Stanton Prior Village Hall)

Club Play
Wed: 6:45pm - 9:45pm Men’s night
Thurs: 6:45pm - 9:45pm Ladies night
Fri: 6:45pm - 8:45pm Social Doubles
Sat: Courts available to all on first come 
first served basis
Sun: 11:00pm - 1:00pm Social Doubles/
Singles
1:00pm - 6:00pm Family Tennis
Please check out our website for lots more 
info on court availability

Social Events
Bavarian Evening, Saturday 18 November - Pensford Memorial Hall 7:30pm - 11:00pm 
The ticket price of £17:50 includes music, cold buffet and all drinks (beer, lager, wine 
and soft drinks). Our host for the evening will be Martin Smith, aka Baron Von Schmidt 
Haus. Tickets are available from Pensford Post Office or phone 01761 490834. 
Quiz Night, Monday 20 November - The Rising Sun at 8:00pm. Quiz Nights are held 
on the third Monday of the month.
Pensford Tennis Club Annual General Meeting, Wednesday 29 November - The 
Rising Sun at 7:30pm. All welcome to come along. We really need your input/
suggestions on how best to make the Club work for everyone.
For more information about our Club check out our website  
https//clubspark.lta.org.uk/pensfordtennisclub2
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What’s OnWhat’s On

For all crafty men and women

Monday 13th  November 2017
Compton Dando Parish Hall

 

Craft Day   £6.00

Come and Try

Learn a new skill or bring your own project
Work with company for a few hours

10.00 am – 4.00 pm

Lunch provided £6 inc entrance

(please let us know any food restrictions)
For more information and to book please contact

Harriette: 01761 490445
hdottridge@hotmail.com

For all crafty men and women

Monday 13th  November 2017
Compton Dando Parish Hall

 

Craft Day   £6.00

Come and Try 

Learn a new skill or bring your own project
Work with company for a few hours

10.00 am – 4.00 pm

Lunch provided £6 inc entrance

(please let us know any food restrictions)
For more information and to book please contact

Harriette: 01761 490445
hdottridge@hotmail.com.com

Arthritis Research UK
A big ‘Thank You’ to all those who 
supported us at our annual Autumn 
Coffee Morning on Wednesday, 11th 
October. Held this year at Felton Village 
Hall, this was a change of venue and we 
were very pleased that we were able to use 
their facilities. We raised £154 on the day 
which will make a big contribution to the 
total we send off to Arthritis Research this 
year. Once again, thank you all for coming. 
If you were unable to join us on this 
occasion, hopefully you will be able to join 
us in 2018 - look out for dates and venues.
Our next event is our Autumn Quiz Night 
at Cameley Lodge on 3rd November - look 
out for news of the evening in December. 
If you would like to join our fundraising 
group we would love you to join us - we 
always have room! Please contact Liz 
Shorney, secretary, on 01934 863058 for 
more information. Or any member of our 
group whom you may know.

Family Bingo Night
Chew Valley School Society
Feeling lucky? Come and have some 
fun playing bingo and winning prizes!
Chew Valley School Society are pleased 
to host the return of the very successful 
Bingo Night on Wednesday 6th December. 
We welcome all the family, the more  
the merrier!
The doors to the school hall open at 
6.30pm, there is no admission charge  
and no need to pre-book as all bingo  
cards will be sold on the door.

Join Dan’s Quiz in 
Chelwood
To Promote Education in Senegal!
Dan Lundberg, 18, from Chelwood is 
hosting a quiz night at Chelwood Village 
Hall on Friday 3rd November from 
7:30pm. He has been selected by Project 
Trust to volunteer as a secondary school 
teacher in Senegal for a year from August 
2018 and has to raise £6,000 to fund his 
trip - Dan’s Quiz is one of a number of 
fund-raising schemes he is organising. 
Join Dan’s Quiz for £5 per person in teams 
up to six or flying solo (under 16s £3). 
There will be a wide variety of rounds to 
suit all sorts of quizzers, as well as a Raffle 
(prize donations greatly appreciated) and  
a bar with snacks to compete the evening’s 
entertainment.
To book a ticket, please contact Daniel 
Lundberg on 07902 832353 or Stephen 
Meale on 07890 965172

Pensford Tennis Club
Annual General Meeting
On Wednesday 29 November at 7:30pm 
at The Rising Sun, Pensford. All Welcome 
to come along. We really need your input/
suggestions on how best to make the Club 
work for everyone.

Litter Pick
The Litter Pick held on 8th October 
with nine volunteers, collected 25 bags of 
rubbish around Parsonage Lane, Blackrock 
Lane and the A37. Thank you to all those 
who attended.
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DCM COMPUTER SERVICES 
Your Local support engineer. 

In House repairs, No call out charge 

Broadband, Wifi, Virus, email 

IPAD screens 

Quality Refurb Laptops 

 

Slow Computers – SOLVED 

Call Steve - 07970722774 

All Saints’ Publow 

Church Christmas 

Market 

HOME BAKING, PRESERVES, PLANTS, FESTIVE WREATHS, 

BOOKS, CRAFTS, JEWELLERY, POTTERY, BRIC A BRAC, 

WOODEN CREATIONS, PHOENIX CARDS, SWEETS, 

STOCKING FILLERS & MUCH MORE 

Saturday 2
nd

 December 2017 

10.00am – 2.00pm

Christmas activities for children 

Homemade soup and bacon baps 

Tower Tours 

The Chameleonz Jazz Band

Hamper Raffle (drawn 1.45pm) 

£1 admission fee includes a beverage 

All proceeds to All Saints’ Church, 

Publow, BS39 4HP



November
Wed 1st 	 Bible Study Group, The Rectory, Pensford, 7:30pm
Thurs 2nd	 Pensford Evergreen Club, Memorial Hall, 7pm - The Scrap Man
Fri 3rd	 Dan Lundberg’s Quiz Night, Chelwood Village Hall, 7:30pm
Sat 4th 	 Coffee Morning and Market, Pensford Church Room, 10-11:30am
Sun 5th 	 Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 10:00am
Mon 6th	 Pensford Local History Group, Church Rooms, 7:30pm
Tues 7th	 Compton Dando Coffee Morning, Parish Hall, 10:30 - 12:30pm
	 Prayer Group, Sally Higgins Cottage, Pensford, 10.30am
Thurs 9th	 Pensford Evergreen Club, Memorial Hall, 7pm - Dave Dean
	 Chew Valley Gardening Society, Old Schoolroom Chew Magna, 8pm
Fri 10th	 Quiz and Music Night, Pensford Memorial Hall, 7:30pm
Sun 12th 	 REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
	 Remembrance Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 9:30am
	 Act of Remembrance, Pensford War Memorial, 10:45am
	 Remembrance Service, St. Mary’s Compton Dando 10:00am
	 Act of Remembrance, Compton Dando War Memorial, 11:00am
	 Tea Time Fellowship, Church Room, Pensford, 4:00pm
Mon 13th	 Craft Day, Compton Dando Village Hall, 10-4pm
Tues 14th 	 Prayer Group, Sally Higgins Cottage, Pensford, 10:30am
Wed 15th 	 Bible Study Group, The Rectory, Pensford, 7:30pm
Thurs 16th	 Pensford Evergreen Club, Memorial Hall, 7pm - Park Row Jazz
Sat 18th	 Bavarian Evening, Pensford Memorial Hall, 7:30 - 11pm
Sun 19th 	 Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 10:00am
	 Holy Communion, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 6:00pm
Mon 20th	 Tea Time Madness, Pensford Primary School, 3.15 - 4.45pm
	 Pensford Tennis Club Quiz Night, The Rising Sun, Pensford, 8pm
Tues 21st 	 Prayer Group, Sally Higgins Cottage, Pensford, 10:30am
Wed 22nd	 All Saints’ PCC Meeting, Church Room Pensford, 7:30pm
Thurs 23rd	 Pensford Evergreen Club, Memorial Hall, 7pm - Ali & Friends
Sat 25th	 Christmas Fair, Pensford Memorial Hall, 10-2pm
Sun 26th 	 Holy Communion, St. Leonard’s Chelwood, 10:00am
	 Tea Time Fellowship, Church Room, Pensford, 4:00pm
Mon 27th	 Defibrillator Awareness Evening, Pensford Memorial Hall, 7pm
Tues 28th 	 Prayer Group, Sally Higgins Cottage, Pensford, 10:30am
Wed 29th	 AGM, Pensford Tennis Club, The Rising Sun, Pensford, 7:30pm
Thurs 30th	 Pensford Evergreen Club, Memorial Hall, 7pm - The Backwell Trio
December
Fri 1st 	 Pensford Nativity Walk, Pensford Lock up 5:30pm
Sat 2nd	 All Saints’ Christmas Market, All Saints’ Publow, 10:00am - 2:00pm

Diary
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Pensford Local History
For our first meeting of the season Alan 
Freke, local historian and co-founder 
of Frenchay Museum, came to talk to 
us about F. D. Maurice. Born in 1805, 
Maurice’s family moved to Frenchay when 
he was a child, but he always felt he came 
from the village and had lifelong friends 
there. Maurice was an English Anglican 
theologian and one of the founders of 
Christian Socialism. He felt education for 
all was very important, helping to set up 
the Working Men’s College in London 
in 1854 and later the Working Women’s 
College. Alan explained, using varied 
illustrations and his engaging manner, how 
Maurice was a prolific author, speaker and 
fundraiser: “An Utterly Good Man”.
Our speaker for our November meeting 
will be Pip Osbourne who is an 
archaeologist specialising in the Medieval 
period. She will be talking about the 
Chewton Mendip Excavations: Early 
Saxon to later Medieval evidence of the 
Minster church settlement. We will meet 
in the Church Room in Pensford, at 7:30 
on Monday 6th November. Everyone 
welcome. Hilary Cox

Chelwood Lucky  
Draw results
August 
£12 - S. Buck; £8 - D. Jones; £5 - S.Meale; 
£4 - T. Sherborne.

September
£12 - B. Parsons; £10 - R. Beecroft; £7 - 
J.Flower; £4 - M & C.Stenner.

Chew Valley  
Gardening Society
Our next meeting, will be held on 
Thursday 9th November, when John 
Tucker will be giving a presentation on 
“Dare to be Bold - architectural planting - 
small gardens” John, who worked at Prior 
Park Garden Centre for many years, 
will show us how to achieve a visually 
interesting garden - even if it’s very small!
We aim to provide an interesting and 
informative range of talks and activities for 
those interested in gardening, whether a 
beginner or experienced. 
Full details of the programme of 
talks and visits for 2017 are shown 
on the Society’s website, www.
chewvalleygardeningsociety.org.uk
New members and visitors are always 
welcome at our meetings, which close with 
tea or coffee, giving you a chance to chat 
with gardening friends, old and new.
Please come along to the Old Schoolroom 
in Chew Magna on the second Thursday 
each month, at 8:00pm. 

Pensford Evergreens
Diary of Events
Pensford Evergreen Club meet in the 
Memorial Hall on Thursdays at 7pm and 
visitors are welcome.
• Nov 2nd The Scrap Man
• Nov 9th Dave Dean
• Nov 16th Park Row Jazz
• Nov 23rd Ali and Friends
• Nov 30th The Backwell Trio
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What’s On
All organised by Age UK Bath & North East Somerset

Gadget Busters
Please note CHANGE OF VENUE & TIME
Wednesday 8th November & Wednesday 22nd November, 10:30 - 12:30pm - at 
the Chew Valley Children’s Centre, Chew Lane Chew Magna BS40 8QA. 
Gadget Busters has moved to the Children’s Centre next to Chew Valley School. This 
is an opportunity to drop into our friendly and informal group, and receive help and 
advice from our volunteers with using your IT “gadgets”, including phones, cameras, 
IPads or tablets and computers.
Learning some basic IT skills allows people to keep up communication with family and 
friends who may be a long way away, as well as keeping up to date with what’s going on 
in their community. Technology can open a whole new world for so many people. One 
man in his 80s was really thrilled to be able to log onto Google Earth, to see pictures of 
the airfield in France where he was based during the war and to read war diaries. Other 
attendees have learned how to order their shopping online, book tickets for events and 
even open social media accounts. £3 per session. You don’t need to book, just turn up.

“Extend” exercise class
Every Wednesday at the Chew Valley 
Children’s Centre, Chew Lane Chew 
Magna BS40 8QA 12-1pm £3 per session 
(including tea/coffee).
The class is currently full but please 
call Ketyn on 01225 484510 for more 
information or to put your name on the 
waiting list.

Walking Football 
Please note the new day and time
Every Wednesday, Walking Football at 
Chew Stoke Leisure Centre, 6:30-7:30pm. 
£4 pay as you play, a great way to enjoy 
football at a more leisurely pace. No need 
to book, just turn up! Wednesdays: 1st, 
8th, 15th, 22nd & 30th November
For all these events above, anyone can 
attend the sessions, you don’t have to be a 
resident of BANES.

Local Groups
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Every Tuesday  
9.45am - 11.45am at Pensford Memorial Hall 
£3 per family. Babies welcome!
Contact Lisbeth Taylerson on 07970 516255  
or email pensfordtoddlers@outlook.com  
for more information.

First  
session  

free

School Highlights

A message from Mr Barton
Already there is just one week to go until 
the half term break and I’m able to look 
back on what the school has achieved 
this term as well as looking forward to the 
next one. For example, we’ve had more 
sporting success this week, which you can 
read about below. This fits in to the many 
and varied sporting opportunities that we 
provide at Pensford.
Our emphasis on PE comes across through 
partly our PE kit policy meaning that 
children come dressed and ready for 
action on their PE days. We have also 
participated in touch rugby and football 
competitions already this year, with a 
further football tournament coming up 
next Wednesday. We buy in to the BANES 
Sports Partnership (as well as the Chew 
Valley one) and this brings an expert 
gymnastics coach to our school every 
Thursday. Our after school clubs involve 
a range of 4 different sports each week 
and there are opportunities to use the 
gymnastics equipment at breakfast club 
too. I have witnessed our new approach to 
swimming (making use of the impressive 
facilities at Hengrove and extending 
the length of the lessons) having a great 
impact on swimmers of all levels of ability. 
Even now as I write this, Mr Miller is 
engaging the whole school in Go Noodle 
activities, getting them energised and 
ready for the day’s learning. So I hope 
you’ll agree that our claim to being a 

school that emphasises physical education 
is justified. Of course our School Games 
Silver award achieved earlier this term has 
validated this for us too.
Beyond physical education itself parents 
will be aware that we also aim to provide 
plenty of outdoor learning opportunities 
too, including Forest School. We are also 
looking forward to a visit from them to 
us as six pre-school children will come 
across to see our Reception classroom on 
Thursday afternoon. They will of course be 
accompanied by the staff at Hidden Valley. 
Because the Hidden Valley Kindergarten 
is a fully woodland experience, we have 
developed our link with them by offering 
the warmth and shelter of Dragonfly 
class should the weather turn particularly 
inclement at any point over the winter. 
This visit will help familiarise the younger 
children with our setting in case they need 
to take advantage of our offer.
Also, have you spotted our new resident 
on the riverbank? We are happy to support 
the Harvey’s Scarecrow Trail 2017 with 
our big green hero made by the school pta.

Dates for your diaries
The Rising Sun Pensford will be putting on 
a fabulous free fireworks display on Sunday 
5th November from 6pm. All donation 
will be given to Pensford Primary School 
so please support them on the night.

Pensford Primary School

You can view this newsletter and any previous versions online at:  
www.publow-with-pensford-pc.gov.uk

Advertising information
• �Half page (132mm x 96mm) - £140 a year
• �Quarter page (66mm x 96mm) - £85 a year
• �Eighth page (66mm x 48mm) - £45 a year
Send copy via email, attaching any logos or 
images to pensford@gmail.com including  
your name, company name, invoicing 
address, email and phone number and an 
invoice will be sent.



Local Outing for 
Compton Dando
21 Compton Dando villagers 
enjoyed an outing to Chavenage 
House near Tetbury; this 
Elizabethan house features as 
“Trenwith House” in the popular 
“Poldark” tv series.
Mr David Lowsley-Williams the 
present owner conducted us 
on an extremely humorous and 
interesting private tour which 
was followed by a delicious cream tea prepared and served by other members of  
the family and we were made to feel very welcome by all said Mrs Joy Webb who 
organized the tour
This private house opens to the public in 2018 from 2-5pm. Thursday & Sundays from 
May to September but will open for private out of season tours and functions. Further 
details can be obtained by phoning 01666 502329 or e-mail info@chavenage.com.

Local Groups What’s On
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Monday Club News
Busy-ness at Monday Club
Members of Chew Valley 
Monday Club enjoy keeping 
busy and they bring many talents 
and interests to the weekly 
meetings in the Millennium 
Hall, Chew Magna.
Recent activities have included 
knitting a beautiful patchwork 
antimacassar , which was 
presented to the Club’s Founder 
Pam Harman, in appreciation of her vision in setting up the club over thirty years ago.
The friendly club is open to all and provides sociable entertainment for members, 
which enables many carers to have a day off. Singing and dancing are always popular 
activities and members also welcome speakers who talk on a range of topics of general 
interest. Please telephone Eileen Bryant - 01275 331325 or Wendy Talbot - 01275 
333063 if you would like to visit or learn more.

Chew Valley  
Wildlife Group
Programme for November
The Avon Wildlife Trust On Thursday 
23rd November by Eric Heath & Joe 
McSorley, in Chew Magna Millennium 
Hall, 7.45pm. 
Admission £2.50; Season ticket available. 
Eric and Joe work for Avon Wildlife Trust. 
They discuss some of the work of the trust 
throughout this area. The Trust cares 
for 36 nature reserves and runs award-
winning educational and community 
programmes. Your chance to learn more 
about the largest local charity working to 
protect wildlife in the West of England.

Chew Valley  
Choral Society
The Society’s next concert is themed 
around St Cecilia, the Patron Saint 
of Music. The programme includes 
Gounod’s tuneful and popular Mass for 
St Cecilia, Purcell’s great 1692 Ode on St 
Cecilia’s Day (Hail! bright Cecilia), which 
combines solos and choruses to great 
effect, and the tribute to St Cecilia written 
by its Musical Director, David Bednall, 
for the Society’s 40th celebrations last 
year. Some English Anthems will also be 
performed.
The concert takes place on Saturday 25th 
November at St Andrew’s Church, Chew 
Magna, starting at 7:30pm.
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Fingerpost Restoration Project
The restoration of the Historic Fingerpost is now advancing, with the completion  
and installation of the first Fingerpost. Located on the corner of the A37 and High 
Street in Pensford, the restored post features two new fingers in cast iron.
The next phase will be the fingerpost at Belluton. A fundraising event is being planned 
for late winter/early spring 2018. There are then a further three to be restored in the 
Parish of Publow with Pensford.
The current restoration team consisting of Nick King, Janette Stephenson and  
Meg Thomas would like to offer their thanks for the support received and the 
continuing interest shown. Donna Squire

Urgent Diary Date
Defibrillator Awareness Evening - 27th Nov 7pm Pensford Memorial Hall.
There will be a Defibrillator Awareness Evening at Pensford Memorial Hall on 27th 
November. All are welcome to this important event that will highlight the units in the 
village, how to use them and answer related questions.



Bath and North East Somerset Council
Chelwood - Karen Warrington  
07867 518439
Compton Dando - Miss S Davis 
01761 472356
Publow- Mr P May 01761 452223
B&NES Information Switchboard
01225 477000
Bristol Airport (Noise Concerns)
01275 473799
Chelwood Parish Council
Chair - Mr P Sherborne 01761 490586
Chelwood Village Hall
Bookings - Mr Pat Harrison 01761 
490218
Chew Valley Gardening Society
Liz Heaford 01761 490271
Compton Dando CA
Chair - Hannah Maggs 07950 106943
Secretary - Rosie Thompson 
07894426244
Compton Dando Parish Council
Chair - Dawn Drury 07584710130
Clerk - Susan Smith 07746930582 
or email clerk@comptondando-
parishcouncil.org.uk
Compton Dando Parish Hall
Bookings - Mrs Fox 01761 490955
Pensford Evergreens
Robert Bailey 01761 490639
Pensford Football
Steve Harrison 07891 635661
Pensford Golf Society
Chair - David Parnell 01761 490888
Pensford Gospel Hall
Roy Hill 01275 332475
Pensford Guides
Rachael Dando 01761 490663
Pensford Local History Group
Therese Tyson 01761 490670

Pensford Memorial Hall
Chair - Steve Wilcox 07970 722774
Bookings - 0790 040 7695 or email 
pensfordhallbookings@hotmail.co.uk
Pensford Neighbourhood Watch
Coordinator - Chris James 01761 490392
Pensford School
Headteacher - Mr Warrick Barton  
01761 490470
Chair of Governors - Jim Crouch 
Pensford Tennis Club
Secretary - Alison Patey 01275 832201
Pensford Toddlers Group
Lisbeth Taylerson 07970 516255
Police Community Support Officers
Mr Martyn Bragg 101
Publow Parish Council
Chair - Mrs Janette Stephenson  
01761 490352 
Clerk - Mrs J Bragg 01275 333549
Rotary Club
Tony Quinn 01761 419328
Stanton Drew & Pensford Playgroup
Leader - Lynne Willmott 07515 712545
Village Agent
Ken Webb 01275 333700

Parish News Team
Editor - Donna Squire 07895 377136
Designer - Victoria Spicer 01761 492559
Treasurer - Kate Matthews 01275 891275
Head distributor -  
Yvonne Phillips 01761 490426
Main distributors: Woollard - Mary 
Rogers, Compton Dando - Pam Cole & 
Fiona Greg-Smith, Chelwood -  
Jacky Young

Email the Parish News Team at 
pensford@gmail.com

The deadline for December 
submissions is the 16th November

Items in this Magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the Rector and PCC.
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