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Church Services

Rector 			    
Revd Denise Calverley, The Rectory, Old Road, Pensford	 07849 821588
Church wardens
Publow with Pensford	 Mr Andrew Hillman	 01761 490324
	 Mrs Janet Smith	 01761 490584
Compton Dando	 Position Vacant
Chelwood	 Mrs Ann Sherborne	 01761 490586
Publow with Pensford PCC
Secretary	 Mrs Judith Hillman	 01761 490324
Treasurer	 Mrs Gillian Wookey	 01761 490336
Compton Dando & Chelwood PCC
Secretary	 Position vacant
Treasurer	 Mr Richard Evans	 01761 490144
Organists
Publow with Pensford & 
Compton Dando	 Mr Martin Sussams	 07952 637507
Benefice Administrator 
pensfordparishoffice@gmail.com	 Dawn Wells 	 07952 482473

As from September 2017:-
1st Sunday
Publow All Saints’ 10:00am Benefice Eucharist
2nd Sunday
Compton Dando St. Mary’s 10:00am Cafe Church
3rd Sunday
Publow All Saints’ 10:00am Holy Communion  
Compton Dando St. Mary’s 6:00pm Holy Communion
4th Sunday
Chelwood St. Leonard’s 10:00am Holy Communion  
Publow All Saints’ 6:00pm Choral Evensong in January, April, July & October
5th Sunday
Rotation round the Benefice
Weekly
Every Thursday Compton Dando St. Mary’s 10:30am Holy Communion (said)

Front cover image: Many thanks to David Brunskill for this photo of Compton Dando 
Church. Email a photo of our local churches to pensford@gmail.com and see it as our front cover.

Leaves from the Vicar’s diary
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Luke 2:13-14 ..And suddenly there appeared with the angel a great multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to men on whom His favour rests!”
Have you seen the John Lewis Christmas advert yet? Has your first Christmas card 
arrived? Is your Christmas cake baked and tucked away soaking up brandy? Have you 
purchased a Christmas present or two already? Have your children given you their 
Christmas wish lists?
Christmas is a wonderful time of the year. I love all the cosy, glittery, yummy, beautiful 
signs of the arrival of the Christmas season. But it all seems to come too soon, full tilt 
from every direction that can actually feel stressful. It’s even more challenging when 
everyone else’s holiday season is one of your busiest times of the year. I’m not alone in 
this as GP surgeries, hospitals, and emergency services experience a massive increase in 
demand.
So what does the average “Christmas season” look like for this part-time village vicar? 
The tune of the Twelve Days of Christmas is going around in my head. Firstly, it’s not 
Christmas until we have Thanksgiving. I know, that’s American. But my extended 
English family adopted Thanksgiving a long time ago as a way to gather before the 
insanity of the holiday season, with no pressure. We have a shared meal together and play 
games. No presents. Just the gift of each other together is fabulous.
Then there’s: 1 funeral,1 baptism, 6 meetings, 1 Nativity Trail, 1 Thank You Party, 1 set 
of GCSE mock exams,1 Christmas Market, 1 school carol service, a December 22nd 
birthday, 1 Benefice Christmas lunch, 3 bible studies, 7 regular worship services, 2 Carol 
services,1 Christingle service, 3 Christmas services...and a partridge in a pear tree. Some 
of these events I have the privilege to attend and simply enjoy. In others I have a part to 
play but all involve many other people working hard to make wonderful things happen. 
You know who you are, thank you!!
In a season that is so very full for many people, where can we see the glory of God and 
peace on earth? First, receive peace as a blessing from the Lord given abundantly and 
lovingly by Him because He greatly loves you. Secondly, in kindness, compassion and 
love for our fellow human beings God is glorified. It’s easy to love where we are loved, 
it’s much harder to love through random acts of kindness, compassion and generosity 
to people we don’t know. If you have a seasonal to do list, put on it: Random Act of 
Kindness.
Carry it out as soon as possible. You’ll not only feel the peace of the Lord that is 
always with you but you’ll bless someone else with peace. You’ll also feel great 
in doing good and bring glory to God in the highest who gave us Jesus Christ the 
Messiah, the reason for the season.
God bless you this Christmas season and a happy New Year! 
Revd Denise Calverley



Christmas Church Services in the Benefice
December 10th 	 Café Church 10:00am St. Mary’s Compton Dando
	 Service of Lessons and Carols 6:00pm All Saints’ Publow
December 17th 	 Holy Communion 10:00am All Saints’ Publow
	 Service of Lessons and Carols 6:00pm St. Mary’s Compton Dando
December 24th 	 Christingle Service 3:00pm All Saints’ Publow
	 Midnight Mass 11:30pm All Saints’ Publow
December 25th 	 Family Communion 9:00am St. Leonard’s Chelwood
	 Family Communion 10:30am St. Mary’s Compton Dando
December 31st  	 Holy Communion 10:00am St. Leonard’s Chelwood

From the Parish Register of

St Mary’s Compton Dando
16th October - Thanksgiving service  
for the life of Grace POW

Baptism
21st October - Montague Victor  
FOX LEWIS

All Saints’ Publow
Funeral Service
14th November - Margaret CAREY

Bible Study
From September 3rd a new weekly group 
has been meeting on Wednesday evenings 
at 7:30pm at the Rectory. All are welcome.
Please contact Revd Denise for further 
details. There will be no meeting on 20th 
and 27th December or 3rd January.

Caring At Christmas
We have again been asked if we would 
support the work of Julian House in 
Bristol as they prepare to support homeless 
and destitute people over the Christmas 
period. Contributions of warm good-
quality second-hand casual clothes, new 
underclothes and socks, non-perishable 
food and cleaning materials are all 
welcome. Donations are requested as 
early as possible to enable the Centre to 
plan ahead. Gifts of money are also very 
welcome and cheques should be made 
payable to “Caring at Bristol”.
Please contact Judith Hillman (490324) 
or bring your donations to any of our 
churches. Thank you.

All Saints’ November 
Market
Saturday, 4th November turned out 
to be better weather than forecast and 
market attendance was good. The visiting 
Traidcraft stall had some very popular 
Christmas present ideas and lots of cards 
as well as all their sweets and groceries. 
Gillian had found some British-grown 
miniature cyclamen which were soon 
snapped up. Thank you to all those who 
contributed baking and preserves which, 
as usual, sold really well. A special thanks 
to those who conjure up different recipes 
to tempt us, the apple and cinnamon 
gingerbread was delicious! Thank you also 
to all of you who supported our efforts 
and helped to raise £247.68 for All Saints’ 
church funds.
A reminder that we do not hold a market 
in January and that in December we shall, 
once again, transfer to Publow Church 
where the market will be bigger, better  
and longer. For full details see opposite  
on page 02.

Christingle Service
The Christingle Service will, as usual, 
be held at 3:00pm on Christmas Eve at 
All Saints’ Church Publow. Children 
are invited to bring their parents and 
grandparents to join in this annual 
celebration. The cash collection taken 
at this service will be donated to The 
Children’s Society towards their work with 
children who run away from home. We 
look forward to seeing you all.

Church News
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All Saints’ Publow 

Church Christmas 

Market 

HOME BAKING, PRESERVES, PLANTS, FESTIVE WREATHS, 

BOOKS, CRAFTS, JEWELLERY, POTTERY, BRIC A BRAC, 

WOODEN CREATIONS, PHOENIX CARDS, SWEETS, 

STOCKING FILLERS & MUCH MORE 

Saturday 2
nd

 December 2017 

10.00am – 2.00pm

Christmas activities for children 

Homemade soup and bacon baps 

Tower Tours 

The Chameleonz Jazz Band

Hamper Raffle (drawn 1.45pm) 

£1 admission fee includes a beverage 

All proceeds to All Saints’ Church, 

Publow, BS39 4HP



Bishop Ruth’s Message
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Letter from the Right Reverend Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton
We’ve been seeing the Christmas decorations in the shops since the summer 
holidays ended. It starts sooner than ever each year doesn’t it. At the beginning of 
November a checkout assistant was telling me she already had her decorations up at 
home due to her daughter’s insistence. I remember the time when my parents would 
put up the tree on Christmas Eve and we weren’t allowed into the living room until 
the next morning. Our excitement knew no bounds!
‘Waiting’ is something we are not very good at. Many of us are impatient in this 
world of immediacy. We want our needs, our wishes, fulfilled straight away. We are 
like that with our shopping online, paying more for next day delivery. And we can 
be like that with our prayer too. Challenging God as to why He doesn’t appear to 
have heard us when we don’t receive the answer we are looking for.
This season of Advent is all about waiting. Waiting and watching, not just to 
celebrate the festival of Christmas, the coming of the babe in the manger, but 
also waiting and watching for his coming again in glory. The early Christians were 
anticipating that Jesus would return for them in their lifetime. His words in John’s 
gospel about “going to prepare a place for them”, ‘going ahead’ of them, caused them 
to be expectant of another advent or arrival of God, breaking into their world. They 
couldn’t understand why He didn’t come back quickly particularly when they faced 
persecution for their faith.
I know of people now who live in that expectancy of Jesus’ return each day, opening 
their curtains with the words, “Maybe today, Lord”. Perhaps you do. I’m aware that I 
don’t do that enough. Not because I’m fearful of life in the ‘here and now’ but rather 
thinking of each day as potentially the last here on earth and therefore thinking 
about how to make it count. Thinking about how I might live and tell the story of 
God’s love to friends and neighbours, strangers and family, in a way they might hear 
that message most effectively. So that they can come to know a God who loves them 
enough to enter into their world and be present with them.
This Advent perhaps we need to become more aware that it’s not only us doing the 
‘waiting’ but also God waiting to receive the best from us.

God Waits
God waits silently

In our inner recesses,
The chambers of our soul,

Gazing lovingly
On our treasure,

Awaiting our response
                               Yvonne Morland
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What’s On

Benefice Administrator
The Rector and Benefice Officers are 
pleased to announce the appointment of 
Dawn Wells as Benefice Administrator. She 
takes up her post on 27th November and 
we all look forward to welcoming her to the 
team and working with her in the future. 
Her contact details can be found on the 
inside front cover of the Parish News.

Chelwood Lucky Draw
October
£12 - G. Gardiner ; £10 - M. Miller;  
£7 - B. Anstey; £4 - P. Telling.

Arthritis Research UK
On Friday, 3rd November we held our 
annual autumn Quiz Night at Cameley 
Lodge. As a result we raised £335.00 for 
Arthritis Research UK, which included 
£142.00 raised by the raffle and about 
£50.00 worth of Christmas cards. So many 
thanks to all who came and who helped 
make it such a worthwhile event. For news 
about next year’s Spring Quiz Night, look 
out for a press release in the New Year.

Inner Wheel Invitation
Annual Tea Party
The Inner Wheel Club of Chelwood 
Bridge will be holding its annual tea party 
for all senior citizens who would like to 
come along.
It will be taking place on Wednesday 
January 24th at Pensford Memorial Hall , 
starting at 2:15pm
Besides tea, sandwiches and cakes, there 
will also be games and a raffle.
If you do not have any means of getting 
there, but would like to come, transport 
can be arranged.
If you would like a lift and / or would like 
to find out more, please ring Heather on 
01761 452092, or Linda on 01761 419328.
Please also ring one of those numbers 
if you would like to come along, so that 
we have an idea of numbers wishing to 
attend. This will help greatly with catering 
purposes.

The Rector and Churchwardens invite all Senior Citizens
associated with the Benefice to

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
on

WEDNESDAY, 13th DECEMBER
at 12.30pm

at
Pensford Memorial Hall

If anyone requires a lift, please phone
Judith Hillman 01761 490324



The revival of the club championships has been a great addition to the club’s fast-
growing repertoire of competitions and finals day on 22 October did not disappoint. 
With the weather in our favour and with cups to be won, play became quite intense 
and the winners in each category all faced stiff competition and thoroughly deserved 
their prizes - cups donated by Bernard and Beryl Coombs. The winners were: Men’s 
singles - Dan Church;  Ladies singles - Jennie Lloyd;  Ladies doubles - Sally Whitemore 
and Ann Kibby;   Mixed doubles - Dan Church and Kathleen Burbridge.  An American 
tournament followed after lunch. This fun event was well supported and the overall 
winners were Clive Kibby and Jennie Lloyd.
Our Club coach, Dan Church, who organised our club championships, runs a very 
comprehensive and effective coaching programme which is open to members and non-
members alike and caters for all levels and abilities. Dan can be contacted on 07738 
081652 or email danchurch04@hotmail.com.  He is also available for private lessons.

 
mail@byre-design.co.uk

'The Byre' 

Compton Dando
Manor Farm

Bristol    BS39 4JZ
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Steve Rendell
B.A(Hons), B.Arch (Nottm)  

Architects Registration Board

No project is too small to benefit from 

an Architect's advice, guidance & design

d
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An initial visit to discuss your project  
and talk you through the design,  

planning permission and  
building control process  

is completely free

ARCHITECTS
01761 490419

Extension to Inn, 

Bethlehem

Local Groups
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Logs from  
Lords Wood

Dry hardwood logs 
delivered to your home, 

ideal for open fires or 
wood burners.

Contact  
Wilson Sherborne

07887 783206
No Texts

Pensford Tennis Club

Coaching
Mon: 7:00pm - 8:00pm Adult Improvers
Tue: Juniors - 3:30pm - 4:30pm After 
School Tennis Club. (Any child under 11 
years old, from any school, can sign up.) 
4:30pm - 5:00pm Mini Reds Tennis Group 
(Children 3 -5 years old). 
5:00pm - 5:45pm Red/Orange Ball Rally 
Group (Children 6 - 9 years old)
Seniors - 6:45pm - 7:45pm Beginners/
Rusty Rackets, (Rackets provided) 
7:45pm - 8:45pm Ladies Improvers
Thurs: 7:00pm - 8:00pm Boot Camp 
Exercise Class (Stanton Prior Village Hall)

Club Play
Wed: 6:45pm - 9:45pm Men’s night
Thurs: 6:45pm - 9:45pm Ladies night
Fri: 6:45pm - 8:45pm Social Doubles
Sat: Courts available to all on first come 
first served basis
Sun: 11:00pm - 1:00pm Social Doubles/
Singles
1:00pm - 6:00pm Family Tennis
Please check out our website for lots more 
info on court availability

Quiz Nights
• Monday 18 December - The Rising Sun at 8:00pm
• Monday 15 January 2018 - The Rising Sun at 8:00pm
Quiz Nights are held on the third Monday of the month.
For more information about our Club check out our website  
https//clubspark.lta.org.uk/pensfordtennisclub2
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DCM COMPUTER SERVICES 
Your Local support engineer. 

In House repairs, No call out charge 

Broadband, Wifi, Virus, email 

IPAD screens 

Quality Refurb Laptops 

 

Slow Computers – SOLVED 

Call Steve - 07970722774 

Mini Christmas Market
Sunday 3rd December 12pm - 3pm

• �Brilliant stalls where you can pick up a lovely selection of Christmas 
gifts and stocking fillers

• Mulled Wine & Festive Treats
• �Fabulous Raffle where all proceeds will be donated towards upgrading 

the local playground.
• �A Chance to pick up a copy of the 2018 Pensford calendar which is 

raising money for Cardiac Risk in the Young (CRY)

The Miners’ Coffee Shop, Church Street, Pensford, BS39 4AG  
01761 490640



December
Fri 1st 	 Pensford Nativity Walk, Pensford Lock up 5:30pm
Sat 2nd	 All Saints’ Christmas Market, All Saints’ Publow, 10:00am - 2:00pm
	 Christmas Fair, Stanton Drew Village Hall, 2 - 4pm
Sun 3rd	 Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 10:00am
	 Christmas Mini Market, The Miners’ Coffee Shop, 12pm - 3pm
Mon 4th	 Pensford Local History Group, Church Room, Church St. 7:30pm
Tues 5th 	 Prayer Group, Sally Higgins Cottage, Pensford, 10:30am
Wed 6th 	 Bible Study Group, The Rectory, Pensford, 7:30pm
Thurs 7th	 Holy Communion, St Mary’s Compton Dando 10:30am
Sun 10th 	 Café Church, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 10:00am
	 Service of Lessons & Carols, All Saints’ Publow, 6:00pm
Mon 11th 	 Teatime Madness, Pensford Primary School, 3:15 - 4:45pm
Tues 12th 	 Prayer Group, Sally Higgins Cottage, Pensford, 10:30am
Wed 13th 	 Benefice Christmas Lunch, Pensford Memorial Hall, 12:30pm
	 Bible Study Group, The Rectory, Pensford, 7:30pm
Thurs 14th	 Holy Communion, St Mary’s Compton Dando 10:30am
	 Chew Valley Gardening Society AGM, Old Schoolroom Chew Magna, 8pm
Sun 17th 	 Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 10:00am
	 Service of Lessons & Carols, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 6:00pm
	 Pensford Mummers, Rising Sun 6:30pm, George & Dragon 6:45pm
Mon 18th	 Quiz Night, Pensford Tennis Club, The Rising Sun, Pensford 8:00pm
Tues 19th 	 Prayer Group, Sally Higgins Cottage, Pensford, 10:30am
Wed 20th 	 NO Bible Study Group
Thurs 21st	 Holy Communion, St Mary’s Compton Dando 10:30am
Sun 24th 	 Christingle Service, All Saints’ Publow, 3:00pm
	 Midnight Mass, All Saints’ Publow, 11:30pm
Mon 25th 	 Family Communion, St. Leonard’s Chelwood, 9:00am
	 Family Communion, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 10:30am
Sun 31st 	 Holy Communion, St. Leonard’s Chelwood, 10:00am

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
	 from Pensford Post Office
	 Now selling Christmas trees from £11.99
	 And whilst you’re there, why not donate your change towards this magazine

Diary
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Diary
January
Sun 7th 	 Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow 10:00am
Tues 9th 	 Prayer Group, Sally Higgins Cottage, Pensford, 10:30am
Wed 10th 	 Bible Study Group, The Rectory, Pensford, 7:30pm
Thurs 11th	 Holy Communion, St Mary’s Compton Dando 10:30am
Sun 14th 	 Café Church, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 10:00am
Mon 15th	 Quiz Night, Pensford Tennis Club, The Rising Sun, Pensford 8:00pm
Tues 16th 	 Prayer Group, Sally Higgins Cottage, Pensford, 10:30am
Wed 17th 	 Bible Study Group, The Rectory, Pensford, 7:30pm
Thurs 18th	 Holy Communion, St Mary’s Compton Dando 10:30am
Sun 21st 	 Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 10:00am
	 Holy Communion, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 6:00pm
Tues 23rd 	 Prayer Group, Sally Higgins Cottage, Pensford, 10:30am
Wed 24th 	 Bible Study Group, The Rectory, Pensford, 7:30pm
Sun 28th 	 Holy Communion, St. Leonard’s Chelwood, 10:00am
	 Choral Evensong, All Saints’ Publow, 6:00pm
Tues 30th 	 Prayer Group, Sally Higgins Cottage, Pensford, 10:30am
Wed 31st 	 Bible Study Group, The Rectory, Pensford, 7:30pm
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Pensford Local History Group
Recent talks and upcoming events
Local archaeologist Pip Osborne gave an engaging and very interesting talk when 
she came to Pensford Local History Group’s November meeting. She spoke about the 
excavations in Chewton Mendip, which are still on-going. Pip treated us to a clear 
story of how she has found Anglo-Saxon ecclesiastical buildings near the church 
within a circular boundary. In her engaging and inclusive way she explained what drew 
her to the site and the exciting finds she and her team have found. She knows more 
research and more digging is needed to answer the many questions that have resulted 
from the work thus far. To find out more it is worth visiting the website of Pip’s group 
Community Archaeology on the Mendip Plateau (www.camplat.btck.co.uk).
Our speaker for December is Jim Pimpernel who will be telling us about The Dramway, 
Avon Wharf and Bitton. We will meet on Monday 4th December at 7.30pm in the 
Church Room, Church St, Pensford. Non-members very welcome. Hilary Cox

Chew Valley Gardening Society
Our next meeting, will be held on Thursday 14th December, when we shall be  
holding our AGM, Christmas Party & Quiz.
Our first meeting of the New Year will be held on Thursday 11th January, when John 
Addison will be giving a presentation on “Arts & Crafts Gardens”
In February, on Thursday 8th, we welcome Mary Payne, celebrated horticulturist and 
Chelsea and Hampton Court Flower Show Gold winner, who will be talking about 
“Annual Delights” Mary has had a life time’s experience in horticulture, both in 
practice and teaching. Designing with plants, managing large gardens, broadcasting, 
writing and building an extensive plant knowledge, have made for a rich and varied 
career. Her own tiny garden in Somerset has opened many times for the National 
Gardens Scheme.
Mary Payne is a Royal Horticultural Society Master of Horticulture, a former 
Horticultural Director of the Eden Project & was awarded an MBE in 2004 for her 
services to horticulture in the South West.
We aim to provide an interesting and informative range of talks and activities for 
those interested in gardening, whether a beginner or experienced. Full details of the 
programme of talks and visits for 2018 will be shown on the Society’s website:  
www.chewvalleygardeningsociety.org.uk New members and visitors are always 
welcome at our meetings, which close with tea or coffee, giving you a chance to chat 
with gardening friends, old and new. Please come along to the Old Schoolroom in 
Chew Magna on the second Thursday each month, at 8.00pm.

from all of us on the Parish Newsletter
We hope you have enjoyed our publication and if you would like 
to give a donation to our voluntarily run publication to cover our 

printing costs that would be an added bonus for the new year. 
You can donate to our collection envelope at Pensford Post Office  
or log on and give direct. Our bank details for the magazine are:
Account name: Chew Valley East News  Account no: 71887903

Sort code: 60-05-22  Ref: SUBS

Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year



Chew Valley U3A
18th December 10am
A short recital by the 

recorder group, followed 
by a quiz.  After which 

nibbles will be served with a 
Christmas drink. 

15th January 10am
A talk by Gill Hogarth 

regarding Fun and Games 
in the Chew Valley 

1821 - 2017.  From the 
Waldegraves to the WI 
featuring farming, folk-
dancing and football, 

including the Kettlewells, 
cricket and carnivals but 

not forgetting Austin 
Wookey.

Ubley Village Hall 
£1 for members and  

£2.50 for visitors

The Arts Society 
Mendip 

5th December, 11am
Gods and Gardens: The 
wall paintings of Ancient 

Rome by Dr Angela Smith. 
The lecture will be followed 

by the Christmas Lunch. 
9th January 2018 11am
Women Impressionists: 

neglected modern 
mistresses by Martin Heard.  

He will look at the lives  
and works of Morisot, 

Cassatt, Gonzales, 
Bracquemond and others. 

Bath and West Bar & 
Restaurant, B&W Show 
Ground, Shepton Mallet, 

BA4 6QN  
www.theartssociety 

mendip.org.uk 
01934 862435.

What’s On Outside the Benefice
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Gadget Busters
Wednesday 6th &  
20th December, 
10:30 - 12:30pm 

Chew Valley Children’s 
Centre, Chew Lane Chew 

Magna BS40 8QA.
£3 per session. You don’t 

need to book, just turn up.

“Extend”  
Exercise Class

Wednesday 6th, 13th & 
20th December, 12-1pm

Chew Valley Children’s 
Centre, Chew Lane Chew 

Magna BS40 8QA 
£3 per session  

(including tea/coffee) 
Ketyn  01225 484510

Christmas Fair
Saturday 2nd December 

2pm - 4pm
Stanton Drew Village Hall

Admission 50p
Raising money for  

Stanton Drew Primary 
School

Christmas shop 
Mulled Wine 

Bakery Corner 
Festive Fun 

Carol Singers  
Tombola 

Refreshments 
Raffle 

and more.
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Every Tuesday  
9.45am - 11.45am at Pensford Memorial Hall 
£3 per family. Babies welcome!
Contact Lisbeth Taylerson on 07970 516255  
or email pensfordtoddlers@outlook.com  
for more information.

First  
session  

free

School Highlights

A message from Mr Barton
It has been lovely to be busy this term 
showing prospective parents around the 
school.  I would like to thank the parents 
and community who have been helping 
to spread the word about the school’s 
great successes in recent times and I can 
certainly say that there has been a very 
significant increase in the interest being 
taken in the school this autumn.
In order to maintain a thriving school 
here in Pensford over the coming years, 
it is vital that we continue to spread that 
message.  There is no doubt that over 
the last seven years, funding available 
to schools to spend on the children 
has declined significantly in real terms.  
Unfortunately, I have seen figures that 
predict the National Funding Formula 
that you may have heard about will result 
in either zero or little increase in funding 
for Pensford, and certainly not an increase 
above the rate of inflation.
However, the one great advantage we 
have at Pensford at the moment is that 
we are not full.  This means that we can 
access more funding over the coming years 
if we can grow our pupil numbers.  This is 
something that our community can help 
directly with, thanks to the hard work 
of one of our governors, Adele Balzan.  
She has created a professional leaflet, 
illustrated above, which we need to deliver 
to key locations over the next two weeks.  
We want to make sure that all local pre-

schools, libraries and doctors’ surgeries 
have the leaflet, and for that we would like 
to appeal for your help.
So if you can help deliver the leaflet, even 
if it’s just to one location, please contact 
either our parent governor Donna Uren 
or our ex-parent governor Phil Wallhead.  
Their details are below:
Donna - Tel. 07775 763486 Email 
donnauren@hotmail.co.uk 
Phil - Tel. 07973 405962 Email 
pwallhead@talk21.com 

Children in Need and Anti-Bullying 
- Our Contributions
We raised £78.07 so thank-you very much 
to all who contributed.

Christmas Trees
You can also support our school when you 
buy your Christmas Tree this year.  
Steve Hicks at Abbey Trees can supply 
non drop Nordman Fir Xmas trees 
throughout the Chew Valley and will be 
donating £5 to the school for each tree 
sold. Trees cost £45 for 6’ plus and £55 
for 7/8’. There are also some traditional 
Norway Spruce at £20 for a 6/7 footer. 
You can order from Steve by phoning or 
texting 07778683645 Every Nord sold will 
generate £5 for the school! Payments are 
on delivery by cheque, cash or card.

Have a wonderful Christmas from all 
of us at Pensford Primary School.

Pensford Primary School

You can view this newsletter and any previous versions online at:  
www.publow-with-pensford-pc.gov.uk

Advertising information
• �Half page (132mm x 96mm) - £140 a year
• �Quarter page (66mm x 96mm) - £85 a year
• �Eighth page (66mm x 48mm) - £45 a year
Send copy via email, attaching any logos or 
images to pensford@gmail.com including  
your name, company name, invoicing 
address, email and phone number and an 
invoice will be sent.



Local Groups

As an outcome of the recent 
Neighbourhood Plan, the Pensford Local 
History Group is undertaking a project to 
create local Heritage Trails. The objective 
is to develop a number of walks within the 
area looking at the history, natural history 
and other aspects of potential interest. Each 
walk will be fully mapped and documented 
with material available in paper and on-
line format for anybody to access and use. 
Although the focus will inevitably be the 
parish of Publow with Pensford, there is 
much in the immediately surrounding areas 
that will be referenced and at least some 
information included.
July sees the 50th anniversary of the 
devastating flood on 10th July 1968 and 

the group sees this is a great opportunity to 
attract people to the area and also provide 
them with a really good reason to explore 
the wonderful things that we have in our 
locality. There is still much to be done but 
it is expected that the group will provide 
varied walks of interest to residents and 
visitors to make everyone appreciate what a 
great area this is.
We are keen to have individuals who are 
willing to help us provide material so if you 
have any knowledge or other information 
that may help us or have a desire to get 
actively involved, please contact Charlie 
Bishop on 01761 490854.

Heritage Trail
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Sudoku challenge: 1217 

Last month answers

Notice Board

4 6 892 5

65 9 231 7

48 3 15 9

541 7 623 9 8

92 4 7

38 579

239 1 76 5

1 94 6

952 364 8

Good Remembrance  
Day for Pensford
To see everyone gathering around the 
War Memorial is always a reminder of the 
value of our village life and community. 
This year was very well organised and 
memorable. Thank you’s for; 
Reverend Denise Calverly for leading, 
Amazing Trumpet playing by Georgia-
Louise French (Bath Spa University), PA 
System from Steve Haines, Tidying and 
Sweeping by Ken Jones and Jenny Gully, 
Churchyard grass cut by Steve Chubb and 
the Two Pauls, Refreshment supplies from 
the Post Office and final thanks to the 
Tower Friends. Pam Hitchins

Remembrance Sunday
The Parish Council and All Saints’ Church 
would like to express their thanks for 
all the help received making the day a 
memorable event. Thanks must go to a 
very professional rendition of the Last Post 
and Rouse by Georgia. The PA System by 
Steve Haines and the resounding music 
before the service. It was good to hear 
the service so clearly. The presence of the 
PCSOs making sure you were all safe. The 
parading and control of the flags by the 
Guides. The refreshments in the Church 
Rooms which were donated by Umang and 
Vaishali and served by Jane Flower and her 
team. It was very much appreciated and 
enjoyed by all present. Janette Stephenson



Bath and North East Somerset Council
Chelwood - Karen Warrington  
07867 518439
Compton Dando - Miss S Davis 
01761 472356
Publow- Mr P May 01761 452223
B&NES Information Switchboard
01225 477000
Bristol Airport (Noise Concerns)
01275 473799
Chelwood Parish Council
Chair - Mr P Sherborne 01761 490586
Chelwood Village Hall
Bookings - Mr Pat Harrison 01761 
490218
Chew Valley Gardening Society
Liz Heaford 01761 490271
Compton Dando CA
Chair - Hannah Maggs 07950 106943
Secretary - Rosie Thompson 
07894426244
Compton Dando Parish Council
Chair - Dawn Drury 07584710130
Clerk - Susan Smith 07746930582 
or email clerk@comptondando-
parishcouncil.org.uk
Compton Dando Parish Hall
Bookings - Mrs Fox 01761 490955
Pensford Evergreens
Robert Bailey 01761 490639
Pensford Football
Steve Harrison 07891 635661
Pensford Golf Society
Chair - David Parnell 01761 490888
Pensford Gospel Hall
Roy Hill 01275 332475
Pensford Guides
Rachael Dando 01761 490663
Pensford Local History Group
Therese Tyson 01761 490670

Pensford Memorial Hall
Chair - Steve Wilcox 07970 722774
Bookings - 0790 040 7695 or email 
pensfordhallbookings@hotmail.co.uk
Pensford Neighbourhood Watch
Coordinator - Chris James 01761 490392
Pensford School
Headteacher - Mr Warrick Barton  
01761 490470
Chair of Governors - Jim Crouch 
Pensford Tennis Club
Secretary - Alison Patey 01275 832201
Pensford Toddlers Group
Lisbeth Taylerson 07970 516255
Police Community Support Officers
Mr Martyn Bragg 101
Publow Parish Council
Chair - Mrs Janette Stephenson  
01761 490352 
Clerk - Mrs J Bragg 01275 333549
Rotary Club
Tony Quinn 01761 419328
Stanton Drew & Pensford Playgroup
Leader - Lynne Willmott 07515 712545
Village Agent
Ken Webb 01275 333700

Parish News Team
Enquiries - Judith Hillman 07802 662291
Submission, typesetting and design -  
Victoria Spicer 01761 492559
Treasurer - Kate Matthews 01275 891275
Head distributor -  
Yvonne Phillips 01761 490426
Main distributors: Woollard - Mary 
Rogers, Compton Dando - Pam Cole & 
Fiona Greg-Smith, Chelwood -  
Jacky Young

Email the Parish News Team at 
pensford@gmail.com

The deadline for February 
submissions is the 16th January

Items in this Magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the Rector and PCC.
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