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December
Zeal defined implies energetic and unflagging pursuit...,  
eagerness and ardent fervour.
In Psalm 69:9 David says ...zeal for your house consumes me,…
As we begin the Advent, Christmas, and New Year season do you 
find yourself full of zeal, and energetic, in unflagging pursuit of an 
aim? Or are you’re secretly flagging instead, trying to keep up and get 
through the commitments and plans that are in your diary?
I’ve been inspired lately by reading Do What Jesus Did by Vineyard church pastor and 
author Robby Dawkins. His unflagging pursuit of one aim is introducing people to 
Jesus. Robby tells the story of preparing for an airplane flight when his wife says, “just 
have a normal flight. Put on your headphones, watch a movie and relax.” He agrees. However, 
quite quickly his quiet is interrupted by the lady in the seat next to him who can’t 
resist tapping his head-phoned self and asking him what he does for a living? After 
she guesses incorrectly that his profession is either wrestler or rapper, he tells her he’s a 
pastor. This conversation leads, quite naturally for him into extraordinary events for 
others on his flight. Jesus simply introduced himself to people who weren’t expecting it.
The book really is as inspiring account of Robby Dawkins’ unflagging pursuit of 
introducing people to Jesus. But God himself did this first with the birth and life of 
Jesus as told in the Bible. If you don’t know this story, His story, I encourage you to 
be inspired by it in the gospel of Matthew. But this holiday season there is also a gift 
booklet #followthestar A Journey through the 12 Days of Christmas which you can 
pick up in any of our parish churches encouraging you to take a brief journey each 
day, beginning on Christmas Eve, to meet with Jesus. And if you’d like to join in to 
make a star of any kind, we’ll display them in our churches. With eagerness because 
of my personal experience, I can tell you meeting with Jesus will change your life! 
This holiday season allow some time for meeting Jesus, “Emmanuel God with us” 
Matthew 1:23. Merry Christmas and a happy New Year. God richly bless you,
Rev Denise

Christmas Church Services in the Benefice
December 16th  Holy Communion 11.00am St. Mary’s Compton Dando
 Service of Lessons and Carols 6.00pm All Saints’ Publow
December 23rd  Holy Communion 9.30am St. Leonard’s Chelwood
 Service of Lessons and Carols 6.00pm St. Mary’s Compton Dando
December 24th  Christingle Service 3.00pm All Saints’ Publow
 Midnight Mass 11.30pm All Saints’ Publow
December 25th  Family Communion 9.00am St. Leonard’s Chelwood
 Family Communion 10.30am St. Mary’s Compton Dando

United Benefice of Publow with Pensford, 
Compton Dando and Chelwood

Church Services

Priest In Charge     
Revd Denise Calverley  07849 821588
Church wardens
Publow with Pensford Mr Andrew Hillman 01761 490324
 Mrs Janet Smith 01761 490584
Compton Dando Position Vacant
Chelwood Mrs Ann Sherborne 01761 490586
Publow with Pensford PCC
Secretary Mrs Jill Sherborne 07771 863166
Treasurer Mrs Gillian Wookey 01761 490336
Compton Dando & Chelwood PCC
Secretary Mrs Jill Sherborne 07771 863166
Treasurer Mr Richard Evans 01761 490144

For Benefice Enquiries  pensfordparishoffice@gmail.com

1st Sunday
Publow All Saints’ 9:30am Holy Communion

2nd Sunday
Compton Dando St. Mary’s 10:00am Cafe Church
Tea Time Fellowship 3:00pm (Pensford Memorial Hall)

3rd Sunday
Publow All Saints’ 9:30am Holy Communion 
Compton Dando St. Mary’s 11:00am Holy Communion

4th Sunday
Chelwood St. Leonard’s 9:30am Holy Communion  
Publow All Saints’ 6:00pm Choral Evensong January, April, July & October

5th Sunday
Rotation round the Benefice

Weekly
Every Thursday Compton Dando St. Mary’s 10:30am Holy Communion (said)

Front cover image: Many thanks to Hilary Cox for their photo of  
Compton Dando Church. Email a photo of our local churches to pensford@gmail.com 
and see it as one of our front cover.
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From the Parish Registers of

St Mary’s Compton 
Dando
Funeral Service
28th August - Betty Muriel BATT

Baptism
28th October - Harry Jack CARPENTER

All Saints’ Publow
Baptism
21st October Millie May and  
Alfie Scott HENLEY

Interment of Ashes
8th November Betty May DUCKETT

All Saints’ Church
November Market
The All Saints’ Church market held on 
3rd November was really well supported, 
raising £292.33 for church funds. Brisk 
sales on the home baking and preserves 
and some very good value pansies were 
soon snapped up. The Fair Trade and 
Traid Craft stall was well stocked with 
Christmas gifts and cards as well as 
their food items. Draw tickets for the 
Christmas Hamper were on sale. Many 
thanks to everyone who supported us 
by baking, buying or selling. The raffle 
draw will take place at the Big Christmas 
Market being held on Saturday, 1st 
December at All Saints’ Church 
from 10.00am - 2.00pm. For further 
information – Judith Hillman,  
01761 490324, Janet Smith 490584 or 
Gillian Wookey 490336.

Caring in Bristol
Julian House in Bristol is now partnering 
with the Trinity Centre to provide an 
enhanced provision for homeless and 
destitute people in Bristol this Christmas.
We are, once more, being encouraged 
to support this worthwhile cause. 
Donations of warm good-quality second-
hand clothes, new underclothes, socks 
and non-perishable food and cleaning 
materials are all welcome. The Centre 
also accepts gifts of cash and cheque 
donations (made payable to “Caring in 
Bristol”) which are welcome as soon as 
possible to enable the Centre to plan 
ahead and can be delivered to any of 
our churches, or contact Judith Hillman 
(01761 490324) or Ann Hunt (01761 
490244).
Thank you to many of you who have 
already left bags of clothes in our 
churches. These will be delivered shortly. 
Additional donations will be greatly 
appreciated.

Christingle Service
On Christmas Eve at 3.00pm 
the Christingle Service will 
take place at All Saints’ 
Publow. All children 

are invited to bring their 
parents and grandparents to 

this annual celebration at the start of 
Christmas. As is our custom we shall 
be donating the cash collection taken at 
this service to The Children’s Society in 
support of their work with vulnerable 
children who run away from home.  
We look forward to welcoming you all.

All Saints’ Publow 

Church Christmas 

Market 

HOME BAKING, PRESERVES, PLANTS, FESTIVE WREATHS, 

BOOKS, CRAFTS, JEWELLERY, POTTERY, BRIC A BRAC, 

WOODEN CREATIONS, FLAMINGO CARDS, SWEETS, 

STOCKING FILLERS & MUCH MORE 

Saturday 1
st

 December 2018 

10.00am – 2.00pm

Christmas activities for children 

Homemade soup and bacon baps 

Tower Tours 

The Chameleonz Jazz Band

Hamper Raffle (drawn 1.45pm) 

£1 admission fee includes a beverage 

All proceeds to All Saints’ Church, 

Publow, BS39 4HP

The Rector and Churchwardens invite all Senior Citizens 
associated with the Benefice to

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Friday, 14th December

at 12.30pm at Pensford Memorial Hall
If anyone requires a lift, please contact  

Judith Hillman 01761 490324
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God with us
Well, we are into the frantic pressie-buying month of 
December now. The American ‘Black Friday’ tradition 
appears to be firmly a part of our own pattern and has 
brought the search for the perfect Christmas present yet 
earlier in our calendar. Parish and school Christmas Fayres 
offer us home- made, Fairtrade, recycled and singular 
alternatives. And increasingly the inequalities within our 
economy become more apparent as people risk debt to 
bring a smile to their child’s face.
When I was a parish priest we found that many of our single 
parents felt trapped by the pressure of keeping up with those 
around them. We tried to introduce a maximum spend for all our 
congregational and family present buying in order to bring some parity. It 
wasn’t easy!
I’m reminded at this time of year of the line that we are seeing more frequently, 
accompanying invitations to weddings and birthday parties: ‘No presents required, just 
your presence!’
It makes me think about what Christmas really means. During this time of 
preparation and waiting for the big day to arrive, many of us will sing the words of 
that Advent hymn, ‘O come, O come  Emmanuel’, a 12th century hymn that invites 
God to fulfil his prophecy to his people. Will we really take in those words?
‘Emmanuel’ means ‘God with us’, such an important and comforting phrase in 
these times of uncertainty and anxiety, as we wonder what the new year will bring.
Christmas we know is a time when people can feel lonely, disappointed, stressed. 
There are reputedly more suicides and marriage breakdowns during the course of 
this holiday period. One of the best Christmas presents we can offer then must 
surely be that of hospitality, a listening ear and simply our ‘presence’ among those 
who feel forgotten, rejected or overlooked.
In so doing we will find God’s own present to us this Christmas, as in any  
and all other Christmases, His presence. The God to whom “every animal  
of the forest and the cattle on a thousand hills, belongs” (Psalm 50)  
has given us the best present of all - He is with us.

The Right Reverend Ruth Worsley
Bishop of Taunton
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Local Groups
Pensford’s Annual 
Nativity Trail Returns
The Pensford Nativity will be returning 
again this year and will be open every 
Friday , Saturday and Sunday evening 
until Christmas and Boxing Day, but will 
not be open after Boxing Day.
This trail is fast becoming a part of the 
festive season for local people, and the 
scenes will be open from dusk until 9pm.
Everyone is invited to get into the 
Christmas spirit by exploring, walking 
and discovering the Kings, the 
Shepherds, Angel Gabriel, as well as 
Mary and Joseph and the baby Jesus, all 
in life size forms..
The grand opening is on Saturday 1st 
December around 5pm, and will start at 
Pensford Lockup and finish at Pensford 
Church rooms for mulled wine and 
refreshment. You are asked to bring 
torches and also wear shoes suitable for 
safe travelling.
These life size figures are the work of 
local man, Paul Baxter, who has created 
Nativity figures over the past five years.
Asked how he made the figures he said: 
“They are face casts of local people on bodies 
made to their measurements.” Mr Baxter 
added : “The Nativity is provided for free 
but if you enjoy it please make a donation in 
the donkey, which is by the Church Tower. 
Money goes towards the upkeep of the tower.”
Jane Flower, who runs the Friends of 
Pensford Church Tower, said; “Paul has 
done a marvellous job with the Nativity 
figures over the past five years.” Guides and 
clues will be available in the Lock-up.

Cams Valley Arts Trail
Another Successful Arts Trail
A superb weekend was had by hundreds 
of visitors who took the time to visit 
some, or all, of the 13 venues at the 
annual Cam Valley Arts Trail in early 
November. Artisans from villages around 
the Cam Valley showed their varied art 
works and some gave free workshops 
e.g. Batik, macro photography, silver-
smithing and ceramic blackbird magnets.
Karen George, chair of the group, said: 
“We were delighted by the number 
of people who came to support us, 
new faces and old friends. We are also 
thankful to all our advertisers and grant 
providers, without whom we would 
struggle to put on such a wide ranging 
community arts trail.”
This year the group has welcomed quite 
a few new local artisans which shows 
in what a vibrant, creative area we live. 
Look out for information on a day’s 
workshops on Saturday 2nd March 2019 
and the Spring Exhibition on Saturday 
4th May. www.camvalleyartstrail.co.uk

Chelwood Lucky Draw
October 2018
£12 - A. Young;  
£10 - G. Dagger;  
£7 - T. Jones;  
£3 -A. Sherborne.

November 2018
£12 - S & J Harrison;  
£10 -J. Flower;  
£7 - J. Fagnani;  
£3 -M. Stenner.



Vears Ltd
Chew Valley’s Premier Builders

Extensions - Renovations 
New Build - Roofing

Barn Conversions - Carpentry
Plastering - Plumbing - Kitchens

All work carried out to the highest 
standard by fully trained and 

experienced staff
FREE QUOTATIONS

enquiries@vears.co.uk
www.vearsltd.co.uk
Tel. 01275 474797

At the AGM on 15 November Pensford Tennis Club appointed a new President 
and a new Treasurer. Bernard Coombs, a former President and now an Honorary 
Life Member of Avon LTA, has supported the club since its inception in 1996. Sadly 
he has decided that the time has now come to pass on the baton/racket to someone 
else as President of the club. Many thanks are extended to him for his wide tennis 
knowledge, his invaluable expertise and his wise guidance over the years.
Nominated by Bernard Coombs, Alan Burbridge is now the new President of 
Pensford Tennis Club.  Alan has also held the Treasurer’s position from its outset. 
He has taken the club through some turbulent times but understandably now that 
we have excellent new courts, prospering membership and are again financially 
sound he considers that it is time to make way for energetic new blood. The club is 
however grateful that he is still prepared to offer support as President. As a thank 
you at the meeting the club made Alan an Honorary Life Member. Steve Bellamy, 
an extremely good tennis player, has agreed to become the new Treasurer.
On Friday 14 December we are repeating last year’s successful Christmas social 
tournament - dressing up is encouraged. Hopefully the mulled wine and mince pies 
will fortify players against the elements.  Check out our website for more details.
www.pensfordtennisclub.uk
Our Club coach, Dan Church, runs a very comprehensive and effective coaching 
programme which is open to members and non-members alike.  Dan caters 
for all levels and abilities and he can be contacted on 07738 081652 or email 
danchurch04@hotmail.com.  He is also available for private lessons. Our club 
championships and the Box League competitions are also organised by Dan.
Coaching Timetable - also available at www.pensfordtennisclub.co.uk
Mon: 7:00pm - 8:00pm Adult Improvers
Tue: Juniors
  3:30pm - 4:30pm  After School Tennis Club. (Any child under 11 years 

old, from any school, can sign up
  4:30pm - 5:00pm  Tots Red Ball Group (Children 3 -5 years old)
 5:00pm - 5:45pm  Red Ball Rally Group (Children 6 - 9 years old)
 5:45pm - 6:45pm  Orange/Green Ball Group
 Seniors
 6:45pm - 7:45pm  Rusty Rackets/Beginner Group (Rackets provided)
 7:45pm - 8:45pm  Ladies Improver Group
Our next Quiz Nights are Monday 17 December in The Rising Sun, Pensford,  
8:00pm and Monday 21 January 2019 in The Rising Sun, Pensford, 8:00pm 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

 
mail@byre-design.co.uk

'The Byre' 

Compton Dando
Manor Farm

Bristol    BS39 4JZ

eryb

Steve Rendell
B.A(Hons), B.Arch (Nottm)  

Architects Registration Board

No project is too small to benefit from 

an Architect's advice, guidance & design

design

ARCHITECTS
01761 490419

An initial visit to discuss 

your project and talk you 

through the design, 

planning permission and  

building control process  

is completely free

House extension
Bath

Local Groups
Pensford Tennis Club
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What’s On
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DCM COMPUTER SERVICES 
Your Local support engineer. 

In House repairs, No call out charge 

Broadband, Wifi, Virus, email 

IPAD screens 

Quality Refurb Laptops 

 

Slow Computers – SOLVED 

Call Steve - 07970722774 

Come see the Nativity
The Journey Starts- Saturday 1st December 5.00pm

Bring your camels to Pensford Lock up 
Please bring torches and wear shoes suitable

for safe travelling
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Round House
Kings

Sheperds &
Angel

Stable in
The Tower

Pensford Nativity Walk

Please enjoy and respect the scenes.
Take care and do so at your OWN RISK

George
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A37Pensford Nativity Walk
Saturday 1st December

pensford mummers

Sunday 9th December 
Rising Sun

6.30pm
George & Dragon

6.45pm

C o m e  a n d  j o i n  i n  t h e  f u n



December 
Sat 1st The Big Christmas Market, All Saints’ Publow, 10am -2pm
 Pensford Nativity Walk, Pensford Lock-Up, 5:00pm
Sun 2nd  Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 9:30am
Tues 4th  Prayer Group, Bridge House, 11:00am
Wed 5th  Bible Study Group, The Rectory, 7:30pm
Sun 9th Café Church, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 10:00am
 Pensford Mummers Play, Rising Sun 6:30pm, George & Dragon 6:45pm
Tues 11th  Prayer Group, Bridge House, 11:00am
Wed 12th  Bible Study Group, The Rectory, 7:30pm
Fri 14th  Benefice Christmas Lunch, Pensford Memorial Hall, 12:30pm
Sat 15th Coffee Morning, Compton Dando Parish Hall, 10:30 - 12:30pm
Sun 16th  Holy Communion, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 11:00am
 Service of Lessons and Carols, All Saints’ Publow, 6:00pm
Mon 17th  Christmas Quiz Night, The Rising Sun, Pensford, 8:00pm
Tues 18th  Prayer Group, Bridge House, 11:00am
Sun 23rd  Holy Communion, St. Leonard’s Chelwood, 9:30am
 Service of Lessons and Carols, St. Mary’s Compton Dando 6:00pm
Mon 24th  Christingle Service, All Saints’ Publow, 3:00pm
 Midnight Mass, All Saints’ Publow, 11:30pm
Tues 25th  Family Communion, St. Leonard’s Chelwood, 9:00am
 Family Communion, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 10:30am
Sun 30th  Morning Prayer, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 9:30am
JANUARY 2019
Sun 6th  Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 9:30am
Tues 8th  Prayer Group, Bridge House, 11:00am
Wed 9th  Bible Study Group, The Rectory, 7:30pm
Sun 13th  Café Church, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 10:00am
 Tea Time Fellowship, Church Room, 3:00pm
Tues 15th  Prayer Group, Bridge House, 11:00am
Wed 16th  Bible Study Group, The Rectory, 7:30pm
Sun 20th  Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 9:30am
 Holy Communion, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 11:00am
Tues 22nd  Prayer Group, Bridge House, 11:00am
 Deanery Synod Meeting, Farmborough, 7:30pm
Wed 23rd  Bible Study Group, The Rectory, 7:30pm
Mon 21st Quiz Night, Pensford Tennis Club, The Rising Sun, Pensford, 8:00pm
Wed 23rd  Inner Wheel Annual Tea Party, Pensford Memorial Hall, 2:15pm
Sun 27th  Holy Communion, St. Leonard’s Chelwood, 9:30am
 Choral Evensong, All Saints’ Publow, 6:00pm
Tues 29th  Prayer Group, Bridge House, 11:00am
Wed 30th  Bible Study Group, The Rectory, 7:30pm

Diary What’s On

Compton Dando  
   Coffee Morning 
       10.30-12.30 

Tuesday 13th Nov 
Saturday 15th Dec 

Come and join us for free coffee/tea and cakes 
Parish Hall  

A chance to meet up and spend some time getting to know each other  
      Contact: Alice 490800  

      Compton Dando Community Association 

Saturday 15th Dec



14

What’s On Parish Council

Inner Wheel 
Invitation to Annual Tea Party
Senior Citizens in the Chew Valley and 
surrounding area are once again invited 
to the Inner Wheel Club of Chelwood 
Bridge’s annual tea party in January.
The club, along with all other Inner 
Wheel clubs in the country, hold similar 
events to celebrate Inner Wheel Day, 
with the Chelwood Bridge Club always 
holding a tea party for senior citizens 
in the area. It will be taking place on 
Wednesday January 23rd at Pensford 
Memorial Hall , starting at 2:15pm 
Besides tea, sandwiches and cakes, there 
will also be games and a raffle.
If you do not have any means of getting 
there, but would like to come, transport 
can be arranged. If you would like a lift 
and/or would like to find out more, 
please ring Heather on 01761 452092. 
Please also contact Heather if you would 
like to come along, so that we have an 
idea of numbers wishing to attend.

Arthritis Research UK
Chew Valley Branch
We would like to thank all those who 
have supported our two autumn events 
this year. Firstly, we held a Coffee 
Morning in Chew Stoke Methodist 
Hall and raised £145.12. On Friday, 9th 
November we held what is likely to be our 
last Quiz Evening. Again, we would like 
to thank everyone who joined us for the 
evening and helped us make it a success. 
We raised £243.00 on the evening and sold 
£79 worth of Christmas cards. Added to 
which we all had a really good evening. 
Many thanks to Chris who devised such 
fiendish questions and to Cath who 
kept score, and finally to Cameley Lodge 
who prepared a delicious supper.  On a 
national level, Arthritis Research UK has 
now joined forces with Arthritis Care 
to form a combined organisation called 
‘Versus Arthritis’. The new name can be 
attached to local issues i.e. Chew Valley 
Versus Arthritis to identify with local 
support groups and organisations. We 
hope that you will be able to support us in 
future ventures in 2019.

Parish Council Updates
Numerous Publow-with-Pensford 
residents have signed-up for the Parish 
Council’s free email news and alerts 
service but it may be timely to issue a 
reminder to readers about this service, 
particularly to those new residents who 
have recently moved into the area.
The Parish Council provides an 
automated service to alert subscribers 
when it posts important information on 
the Parish Council website. Examples of 
alerts include Parish Council meetings, 
(agendas and minutes), the electronic 
version of the Parish Magazine, 
information on local consultations, 
surveys, advance notice of local road 
works, relevant local information from 
Bath & North East Somerset council etc.

Using this service can save time and 
avoids having physically to visit the 
Parish Council website or Noticeboards 
to keep up to date.
There is a sign-up form on the right-hand 
sidebar of the Parish Council website: 
www.publow-with-pensford-pc.gov.uk/
pc. Subscribing is a two-stage process 
to prevent fake sign-ups. To subscribe, 
complete and submit the form. The 
Parish Council then sends an automated 
email containing a validation link. To 
complete the process simply click the 
validation link. To report difficulties 
completing this process just send an 
email to webmaster@publow-with-
pensford-pc.gov.uk.

Logs from 
Lords Wood

Dry hardwood logs,  
delivered to your home, 

ideal for open  
fires or wood burners

Contact  
Wilson Sherborne

07887 783206
No texts

Chew Valley Choral Society
On the hunt for new members
We are a friendly mixed-voice choir of people who enjoy singing choral works of  
all kinds We are looking for new members to sing in Haydn’s “Creation” on 
Saturday 6 April 2019 at St. Andrew’s Church, Blagdon. Rehearsals every Tuesday 
7:30 - 9:30pm at the Church Hall, Church Lane, Chew Stoke, BS40 8TX
First Rehearsal Tuesday 8 January 2019 Vacancies in all sections
For more details email: info@chewvalleychoral.org.uk, phone 01275 333014  
or go to our website www.chewvalleychoral.org.uk
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Local Groups
Pensford Local History Group
On Monday 3 December the Pensford 
Local History Group is hosting a talk by 
Ruth Coleman who has been working 
for the West of England Rural Network 
on a series of events and collaborations 
with local communities to mark the 
50th anniversary of the 1968 floods that 
hit the Chew Valley. Many of you will 
remember the very successful Pensford 
and Woollard events in July that Ruth 
helped to organise.
Steve Haines will show the film that 
he has made about the 1968 floods as 
a lasting record. Steve said “The film 
is about the 1968 flood through the Chew 
Valley, through the people who lived in Chew 
Stoke, Chew Magna, Pensford, Publow and 
Keynsham. It will be in words, photographs 
and cine.”
This evening event will be held in the 
Memorial Hall between 7.30 - 9.00. 
Entry is £3.50 for visitors and 50p for 
Local History Group members, which 

includes refreshments. Copies of the 
newly published book recording first 
hand accounts of the floods in Pensford, 
Publow and Woollard, will be available 
to buy - a perfect Christmas present for 
friends and family!
The topic of the November meeting 
could not have been more timely - Leigh 
Coomber and Chris James gave an 
excellent talk about the seven servicemen 
of Pensford and Publow who were killed 
in the First War and who’s names are 
recorded on the war memorial. Leigh 
and Chris first gave the talk in 2015 but 
continued their research. So this month’s 
talk included new material and the news 
that their research led them to identify 
an eighth local man, Frederick Smith, 
who was killed but not commemorated 
- approval has been given for his name 
to be added to the memorial. Thank you 
Leigh and Chris.

We Remember It Well
Back in the summer, several events were held commemorating the Great Flood, 
when the River Chew swept through the valley, causing so much devastation and 
havoc. As part of these events, stories and pictures were collected for exhibitions 
throughout the Chew Valley including Woollard and Pensford. Several contributors 
suggested these stories be brought together into a book, as most of the hard work 
had been done actually gathering them all. So, a small group was formed to collate 
and preserve all the memories. Beautifully produced, with pictures from 1968 as well 
as today, linking over 30 stories with poems and letters from residents of Pensford, 
Publow and Woollard. “We Remember It Well: Stories of the Great Flood of 1968 in 
Pensford, Publow and Woollard,” will be available for sale at £5 per copy at Pensford 
Post Office and The Miners’ Coffee Shop in Pensford, and will be promoted further 
at the Church Christmas Market, on Saturday 1st December in All Saints’ Church 
in Publow, BS39 4HP. (10am until 2pm). Further information can be obtained by 
ringing Julie on 01761 490884, or emailing her at julie.baber@yahoo.co.uk



Every Tuesday  
9.45am - 11.45am at Pensford Memorial Hall 
£3 per family. Babies welcome!
Contact Ellie Green on 07715 172275  
or email pensfordtoddlers@outlook.com  
for more information.

First  
session  

free
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School Highlights

A message from Mr Barton
Welcome back to Term 2. Already 
there is the faint sound of bells in the 
background as we begin preparations for 
our Christmas performance in Publow 
church. This year we will be performing, 
“It’s a Party”, a children’s nativity play 
in which a group of angels invite various 
characters to a very special party! The 
whole school will be involved, with 
younger children playing the character 
parts and some older ones helping to 
narrate the story and everyone joining 
in with the singing. Key Stage 2 children 
will also perform some additional songs 
with their classes too.
Meanwhile we have had a visit from a 
British high jumper, Robert Mitchell, to 
carry out a sponsored circuit workout 
with all the children.

Kingfisher Class
We have had an assessment week this 
week where the class have carried out 
various practice papers, where they have 
all tried their hardest and should be proud 
of themselves. To end the week, the class 
went to Forest School and had a lot of fun 
dissecting a lamb’s heart, looking at all the 
different parts of a heart and completing 
an obstacles course to see the effect of 
exercise on the heart rate.

Otter Class
This week we have really enjoyed 
reading more of ‘The Polar Bears 
Explorers’ Club’ and using the book for 

inspiration, everyone wrote their own 
Explorers’ Club rules to follow, whilst 
we explore the rest of the book.  We 
headed off to Forest School and had a 
great time.  The main focus was how 
to keep warm in cold climates.  So, the 
children had to make their own person 
using natural materials.  They then went 
on a scavenger hunt to find clothes to 
keep their person warm.  Afterwards we 
discussed how exercise keeps you warm 
and took part in an obstacle course to 
see how it warmed them up.  Finally, 
everyone sat down to have a delicious 
hot chocolate (another way to warm up!)

Dragonfly Class
This week we have continued to learn 
about the Great Fire of London and have 
written our own diary entries (just like 
Samuel Pepys). We thought about what it 
would have been like to be in London in 
1666 when the city was ablaze, and have 
written some great descriptions of what 
we would have seen, heard, smelled and 
how we would have felt.

Ducklings Class
The children have been learning the 
Gingerbread Man story in class and can 
already retell half of it.  We have been 
learning this through the making of a 
story-map and giving it actions.  Many 
of the children have been so enthralled 
with the story, they have made their own 
story maps to take home!  
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Pensford Primary School

You can view this newsletter and any previous versions online at:  
www.publow-with-pensford-pc.gov.uk

Pensford Post Office
Village Stores

Opening Hours
Mon - Fri: 06:00am - 06:00pm

Sat: 07:00am - 06:00pm
Sun: 08:00 - 01:00pm

01761 490217



Awake the Voice
Sunday 9th December 7:45pm

Clifton Cathedral
The Chew Valley Choral 

Society with Nailsea Choral 
Society and Portishead Choral 
Society performing Vaughan 

Williams Fantasia on Christmas 
Carols, Finzi In Terra Pax 

and Jonathan Palmer Awake 
the Voice with The Clifton 

Sinfonia.
Tickets £12 (£6 u18s and 
students) available from  
www.cliftonfestival.com  

or on the door.
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Chew Valley U3A
Monday 17th December

Commencing at 10am for refreshments before 
the meeting at 10.30 am at Ubley Village Hall. 
There will be a recital by the Recorder group 

and a quiz followed by a Christmas drink and 
nibbles. The usual meeting fee of £1 for members 

or £2.50 for visitors will apply.
Monday 21st January 2019

Chew Valley U3A will be holding their 
monthly coffee morning at Ubley Village Hall.  

Refreshments will be available from 10 am 
and the meeting will commence at 10.30am 
with a talk by Debbie Birtwhistle who is the 
Fundraising Officer for the Air Ambulance.  

A meeting fee of £1 for members and £2.50 for 
visitors will apply. 

What’s On Outside The Benefice

Gadget Busters
Wednesday 12th December

Gadget Busters is based at the Rural 
Network Hub at the Children’s Centre 

next to Chew Valley School and takes place 
every 2 weeks on alternate Wednesdays 

9:45-11:45am, £3 per Gadget Busters session.
Get help with your laptop, iPad, tablet, 

phone or camera. Drop into our friendly 
and informal group to talk to one of our 

volunteers.
You don’t need to book, just turn up.

Chew Valley Children’s Centre, Chew Lane 
Chew Magna BS40 8QA.

Organised by Age UK Bath &  
North East Somerset.

What’s On Outside The Benefice

Family Bingo Night at Chew 
Valley School Society

Thursday 6th December
Feeling lucky? Come and have some fun playing 

bingo and winning prizes!
The doors to the school hall open at 6.30pm, 

there is no admission charge and no need to pre-
book as all bingo cards will be sold on the door.

There will be many prizes won throughout 
the evening and all game winners will receive 

fabulous luxury festive hampers. Refreshments 
will be sold and there are more chances to win 

fantastic prizes in our raffle.
This year we are raising funds for a SEN reading 

scheme, School Counsellor, Easter GCSE 
revision course, improving behaviour rewards 

and microscopes.

The Arts Society 
Mendip

4th December
‘Is photography Fine Art?’ is 
the subject of the talk by 
Brian Statter. The lecture 

will be followed by a 
Christmas Reception and 

Lunch. 
8th January

‘Gilded Glories -  the 
fascinating story of gilded 
decoration’. Jo Mabbutt 

will describe this art form 
over its 22 centuries, from 
decorating wood to food 

and drink. 
Bath and West Bar & 

Restaurant, B&W Show 
Ground, Shepton Mallet, 

BA4 6QN at 11:00am
www.theartssociety 

mendip.org.uk
Guests Welcome.  

Contact 01934 862435.

Chew Valley Wildlife Group
Thursday 24th January 2019 

CHINA - Birds, Wildlife, Conservation in Chew Magna Old School Room, 
7.45pm.  Admission £2.50. Illustrated talk by John Aldridge & Andy Davis.
This is an illustrated talk on the birds and other wildlife seen on a two-week 

trip, to the Chinese coastal area east of the capital Beijing, in late April - early 
May, 2017. This part of China is on the East Asian Flyway, an important 

refuelling area for wading and song birds on their way north to their Siberian 
breeding grounds at this time of year. The talk will also touch upon other 

wildlife seen during the trip and “our” take on Chinese conservation.
Saturday 12th January 2019

 Fund Raising Jumble Sale for Avon Wildlife Trust 
There will be a Jumble Sale in The Old Schoolroom, Chew Magna  

at 10am on Saturday 12th January 2019. We should be most grateful for offers 
of help and also for donations of jumble and white elephant.  

Please call Claire on 01761 463294.
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Professional Carpet, 
Rug & Upholstery Cleaning

www.avoncarpetcleaning.co.uk

BRISTOL: 0117 3180979
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Grid n°137748658 hard

We have all the free sudokus you need! 400 new sudokus every week.

Make your own free printable sudoku at   www.PrintMySudoku.com

Sudoku challenge - 1218 (Hard)

Last edition’s answers

Notice Board
One Hundred Years Ago

NOW ……
Beautiful sun
Villagers come
Staying silent
For just a moment
Remembering
And grateful
For our lives so full
Safe and Free
Are we .

Thank you to Umang & Vaishali for 
lovely hot chocolate and biscuits after 
the service of remembrance
Jane Flower

Advertise in this  
magazine from only  
£45 per year

Simply email
www.pensford.gmail.com
For more information



Bath and North East Somerset Council
Chelwood - Karen Warrington  
07867 518439
Compton Dando - Miss S Davis 
01761 472356
Publow- Mr P May 01761 452223
B&NES Information Switchboard
01225 477000
Bristol Airport (Noise Concerns)
01275 473799
Chelwood Parish Council
Chair - Mr P Sherborne 01761 490586
Chelwood Village Hall
Bookings - Mr Pat Harrison 01761 
490218
Chew Valley Gardening Society
Liz Heaford 01761 490271
Compton Dando Parish Council
Chair - Dawn Drury 07584710130
Clerk - Susan Smith 07746930582 
or email clerk@comptondando-
parishcouncil.org.uk
Compton Dando Parish Hall
Bookings - Mrs Fox 01761 490955
Compton Dando Village Group
Chair - Hannah Maggs 07720 574200
Secretary - Barend ter Haar 07932 
104747
Pensford Evergreens
Geoff Beedell 01761490371
Pensford Football
Steve Harrison 07891 635661
Pensford Golf Society
Chair - David Parnell 01761 490888
Pensford Gospel Hall
Roy Hill 01275 332475
Pensford Guides
Rachael Dando 01761 490663
Pensford Local History Group
Therese Tyson 01761 490670

Email the Parish News Team at 
pensford@gmail.com

Pensford Memorial Hall
Chair - Steve Wilcox 07970 722774
Bookings - 0790 040 7695 or email 
pensfordhallbookings@hotmail.co.uk
Pensford Neighbourhood Watch
Coordinator - Chris James 01761 
490392
Pensford School
Headteacher - Mr Warrick Barton  
01761 490470
Chair of Governors - Nigel Chambers 
Pensford Tennis Club
Secretary - Alison Patey 01275 832201
Pensford Toddlers Group
Ellie Green - 07715 172275
Police Community Support Officers
Mr Martyn Bragg 101
Publow Parish Council
Chair - Mrs Janette Stephenson  
01761 490352 
Clerk - Mrs J Bragg 01275 333549
Rotary Club
Tony Quinn 01761 419328
Stanton Drew & Pensford Playgroup
Leader - Lynne Willmott 07515 712545
Village Agent
Ken Webb 01275 333700

Parish News Team
Enquiries - Judith Hillman 07802 662291
Submission, typesetting and design -  
Victoria Spicer 01761 492559
Treasurer - Kate Matthews  
01275 891275
Head distributor -  
Yvonne Phillips 01761 490426
Main distributors: Woollard - Mary 
Rogers, Compton Dando - Pam Cole & 
Fiona Greg-Smith, Chelwood -  
Jacky Young

The deadline for February edition 
submissions is the 16th January.

Items in this Magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the Rector and PCC.
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