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Happy 2019 to you all!
What are you up to this year? I hope you feel refreshed and renewed after the 
holidays.
I recently heard a brief conversation that went like this... “New year, new you. Are 
you doing anything about that?” I thought this was odd coming as it did from some 
quite young people. At the time I was also reading a Christmas present, the book 
Becoming by Michelle Obama. And it led me to think about the question, what 
are we becoming as individuals, as a family, as a nation? Where am I headed in life? 
Where would I like to go? Where do I hope the UK is headed?
Daniel 11:32 says, “The people who know their God shall be strong and carry out great 
exploits.” Exploit doesn’t only mean a remarkable deed. It also implies strength or 
daring, or hard-won success in the face of difficulty or opposition. It also means to 
profit from or find opportunity in every circumstance. The writer Bob Gass said, 
“God gave you the gift of memory to replay the past and the gift of imagination to pre-play the 
future. Trust God and put your dream to the test.”
I don’t know what will happen in the future of my family, our Benefice, our villages 
or our nation. But I do know this, wherever we’re going, God has good in store for 
us because he loves us. Jeremiah 29:11 says, “For I know the plans I have for you declares 
the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, to give you a future and a hope...” I 
believe Him! And I shut out the rhetoric and anxiety mongering. I refuse to buy in 
to fear and disunity. And I pray with certainty for our shared future as neighbours, 
friends, families, and villages. I also experience with a grateful heart all the good I see 
around me... the kindness of strangers, an encouraging word, a cheeky smile from 
a child, the great generosity of the anonymous and those I do know. Thank you so 
very much for how you have blessed my family and I last year and this year. It’s a 
privilege to live alongside you.
Every blessing,
Rev Denise
If you’re finding that you’re grappling with questions about life, why not try the 
Alpha Course. It’s food, a video session and small group discussion, exploring the 
questions of life and Christian faith. It’s no pressure, no follow up and no charge. 
The course is running every Wednesday for 11 weeks at the Church Rooms in 
Pensford from 7 - 9pm. 
If you fancy a winter warmer for lunch with friends old or new and a chat,  
St Mary’s Soup Stop is happening in the church in Compton Dando Thursdays 
from 12 - 2pm until March 28th. There will be hot soup and crusty bread, coffees, 
and teas on offer.
I hope to see you about.

United Benefice of Publow with Pensford, 
Compton Dando and Chelwood

Church Services

Priest In Charge     
Revd Denise Calverley  07849 821588
Church wardens
Publow with Pensford Mr Andrew Hillman 01761 490324
 Mrs Janet Smith 01761 490584
Compton Dando Mr Ron Waker 01761 490364
Chelwood Mrs Ann Sherborne 01761 490586
Publow with Pensford PCC
Secretary Mrs Jill Sherborne 07771 863166
Treasurer Mrs Gillian Wookey 01761 490336
Compton Dando & Chelwood PCC
Secretary Mrs Jill Sherborne 07771 863166
Treasurer Mr Richard Evans 01761 490144

For Benefice Enquiries  pensfordparishoffice@gmail.com

1st Sunday
Publow All Saints’ 9:30am Holy Communion

2nd Sunday
Compton Dando St. Mary’s 10:00am Cafe Church
Tea Time Fellowship 3:00pm (Pensford Memorial Hall)

3rd Sunday
Publow All Saints’ 9:30am Holy Communion 
Compton Dando St. Mary’s 11:00am Holy Communion

4th Sunday
Chelwood St. Leonard’s 9:30am Holy Communion  
Publow All Saints’ 6:00pm Choral Evensong January, April, July & October

5th Sunday
Rotation round the Benefice

Weekly
Every Thursday Compton Dando St. Mary’s 10:30am Holy Communion (said)

Front cover image: Many thanks to Janet Ogilvie for their photo of  
Publow Church. Email a photo of our local churches to pensford@gmail.com and see it 
as one of our front cover.
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From the Parish Register of 

All Saints’ Publow
Interment of Ashes
3rd December - Christopher John 
DAGGER

All Saints’  
December Market
Our December Market, held in our 
beautiful church, attracted an increased 
number of visitors, with over 200 people 
coming to sample the many goods on 
offer. As usual we had the amazing 
baking stall, festive wreaths and table 
decorations, and more craft stalls than 
ever. The atmosphere was electric and 
many people commented that it was the 
best market they had been to!
Children were kept amused with craft 
activities; tickets for the luxury hamper 
were in great demand and tours of the 
bell tower enabled many to enjoy the 
views and take pictures from the top.
Entertainment this year was provided by 
St. John’s Keynsham Folk Band which 
was much appreciated by everyone, 
and the homemade soup, bacon rolls 
and toasted teacakes all added to a 
very full experience. An amazing total 
of £2,598.71 was raised towards the 
maintenance of All Saints’ Church.
Our first market of 2019 will be on 
Saturday, 2nd February, with marmalade 
and a bring and buy stall adding to the 
attraction of the home  baking table. For 
further information - Judith Hillman, 
01761 490324, Janet Smith 490584 or 
Gillian Wookey 490336.

Caring in Bristol/ 
The Julian Trust
We were able to take a large number of 
bags of clothing and cash donations 
to the night shelter at Julian House in 
the weeks leading up to Christmas. In 
addition, a cheque for £274.17 has been 
forwarded - the proceeds from the cash 
collection at the Midnight Mass service.
Thank you to all the many people who 
contributed. Judith Hillman

Benefice Carol Services
Carols Services, held at All Saints’ and  
St. Mary’s were one of the highlights of 
the lead up to Christmas. Once again 
Martin Sussams, organist and choir 
master, organised an extended choir 
to perform varied mix of carols and 
anthems, mirroring those which were 
performed in the first festival of lessons 
and carols in Truro Cathedral 200 years 
ago.
Our grateful thanks go to all who were 
involved in these very enjoyable events.
From the cash collections taken at these 
services £606.25 has been sent to Shelter 
towards their continuing work with 
homeless people.

The Children’s Society
All Saints’ Christingle Service
Once again we had a very full church 
to celebrate Christingle. Many young 
people were involved in the setting up 
of the crib scene in the stable, which 
was then blessed by Revd Denise. 
With the unfolding of the Christmas 
story, explanation of the meaning of a 
Christingle and the lighting of candles 
all contributed to this lead-up to 
Christmas.
Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to the cash collection at 
the end of the service. A very good sum 
of £394 has been forwarded to The 
Children’s Society towards their work 
with vulnerable children.

The Parish Rooms 
Pensford 
Wednesdays 7-
9pm 16th January 
- 2nd April 2019

The Alpha Course 
is a series of 
interactive 

GOT QUESTIONS ABOUT 
LIFE? TRY ALPHA. 

The Church Rooms Pensford
Wednesday 7-9pm

16th January - 2nd April 2019

ST MARY’S 
SOUP STOP

HOT SOUP & CRUSTY 
BREAD, TEAS & COFFEES.

Stop in every Thursday at 
the church until March 
28th from 12-2pm for a 
winter warmer.

Have lunch with friends or make 
new ones!  We’ll see you there. 

All Saints’ Publow
Church Market

Church Room, Pensford
10 - 11:30am

Saturday, 2nd February
• Home Baking  
• Marmalade 
• Bring & Buy

Entrance 50p to include coffee  
and biscuit



Bishop Peter’s Message
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Taking care of God’s gift
This Lent as a diocese we will be thinking in different ways about what it means to 
care for the world in which we live. Our care for the environment and for all that 
God has created is an obligation for us as Christians and part of our response to the 
gospel.
Reference is sometimes made to the Five Marks of Mission and one aspect of 
mission is ‘to strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of the 
earth.’ What we now know about climate change and the impact we humans make 
on the world we live in, means that it is imperative that we take this responsibility 
seriously. The Earth is our home. It is beautiful beyond words. It is God’s gift to us 
and so we must take care of it! The Psalmist reminds us that: ‘The earth is the LORD’s, 
and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.’ (Psalm 24:1)
President Barack Obama recently said: “For the sake of our children and our future, 
we must do more to combat climate change … we must act before it’s too late.” He was not 
seeking to be alarmist in saying this, he was reminding us that climate change is 
already affecting agriculture, water resources, forests, wildlife, and coastal areas and 
also having a serious detrimental impact on human health.
We do need to be more responsible, more faithful and more diligent in the way 
we care for God’s creation for a number of reasons. Firstly, a clean environment 
is essential for healthy living. Secondly, as the overall temperature of Earth’s 
atmosphere and oceans increases so too does the frequency of dangerous weather 
patterns and devastating storms. We are stewards of what God has given us and we 
have a responsibility for future generations and we cannot deny that the way we live 
is stoking up problems for our children, grandchildren and all who follow after us. 
Biodiversity, the variety of plants, animals, and other living things in our world, is 
important and we know that human activities are having a negative impact on it. 
Finally, it matters because the way we treat the environment also mirrors the way we 
treat each other. Mahatma Gandhi the Indian civil rights activist once said: “What 
we are doing to the forests of the world is a mirror reflection of what we are doing 
to ourselves and to one another.” So what might it look like to show that we care 
about the environment? I have found these three simple words helpful as I have 
thought about this. The three Rs: reduce, reuse, and recycle. Those are three words 
we might think about this Lent.
With warm greetings,
The Right Revd Peter Hancock
Bishop of Bath and Wells
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Local Groups

Pensford Local History Group finished 
off the year with a film from Steve 
Haines, and a talk by Ruth Coleman 
of WERN, on the Big Flood of 1968 
commemoration events, which had been 
held in July in those Chew Valley villages 
which had been affected by the flood.
During July local film maker, Steve 
Haines, had been on hand making a 
video of the events held, which he finally 
put together as a DVD, making a lasting 
record of the 1968 floods, which he 
showed everyone who came along to the 
history group’s special night.
Also there was Ruth Coleman, who had 
just completed her role as Flood Project 
Officer for the West of England Rural 
Network (WERN). It was her last evening 
and, she said “Throughout 2018, events 
commemorating the Great Flood of 1968 had 
been taking place along the Chew Valley and 
Keynsham, with displays and exhibitions, 
school sessions, long forgotten photographs, 
movie clips, books, school log books, 
presentations and recordings coming  
to light.”
A second guest, Simon Hunter, who 
is Head of Operations with the Bristol 
Avon Rivers Trust ( BART), was 
introduced and proceeded to talk a little 
about his role with BART.
He said “Having grown up in Keynsham, I 
also share this passion for the River Chew and 
I found the video absolutely captivating.  
I would like to also extend my personal thanks 
to Ruth Coleman for providing me with the 
opportunity to announce BART’s latest project.
“We are in the early stages of developing a 

multi-benefit River Chew catchment strategy 
that aims to deliver an assortment of projects 
that benefit both people and the environment.”
Pensford Local History Group welcomed 
local historian Peter Read to come 
and tell us the story of William Brock. 
Peter is a member of the Totterdown 
& Knowle Local History Group, and 
they have been investigating this prolific 
builder and engineer who left his mark 
on Victorian Bristol and surrounding 
area. He was involved in the building of 
bridges, railway stations and churches, 
and many of the structures are still 
standing and being enjoyed today.  As 
engaging and as lively as ever, Peter 
captured the Pensford audience, and 
we finished with a lively questions and 
answers session.
In February we will be also welcoming 
back another local historian, Mike 
Hooper, who will be talking to us about 
Castle Park and Old Market. 
We will meet at 7.30pm on Monday 4th 
February, in the Church Room, Church 
Street, Pensford. Everyone welcome.

Photo Ros Anstey - (left to right) history group chairs  
Hilary Cox and Therese Tyson ( right) presenting  
Steve Haines and Ruth Coleman with thank you gifts.

Pensford Local History Group



Vears Ltd
Chew Valley’s Premier Builders

Extensions - Renovations 
New Build - Roofing

Barn Conversions - Carpentry
Plastering - Plumbing - Kitchens

All work carried out to the highest 
standard by fully trained and 

experienced staff
FREE QUOTATIONS

enquiries@vears.co.uk
www.vearsltd.co.uk
Tel. 01275 474797

LTA Winter League matches are now up and running.  So far our team has lost 
its first away game to Bath, however the team are playing at home next Sunday so 
fingers crossed for the match to go our way.
Tennis is an excellent way of staying fit and with the Club having two floodlit 
tennis courts members can play all the year round.  We are always looking for 
new members so if anyone is interested please check out our website www.
pensfordtennisclub.co.uk.  We would love to hear from you.
Our Club coach, Dan Church, runs a very comprehensive and effective coaching 
programme which is open to members and non-members alike.  Dan caters 
for all levels and abilities and he can be contacted on 07738 081652 or email 
danchurch04@hotmail.com.  He is also available for private lessons. Our club 
championships and the Box League competitions are also organised by Dan.

Coaching Timetable
Mon:
7:00pm - 8:00pm Adult Improvers
Tue:
Juniors
3:30pm - 4:30pm  After School Tennis Club. (Any child under 11 years old, from 
any school, can sign up
4:30pm - 5:00pm  Tots Red Ball Group (Children 3 -5 years old)
5:00pm - 5:45pm  Red Ball Rally Group (Children 6 - 9 years old)
5:45pm - 6:45pm  Orange/Green Ball Group
Seniors
6:45pm - 7:45pm  Rusty Rackets/Beginner Group (Rackets provided)
7:45pm - 8:45pm  Ladies Improver Group
To view the Courts Availability Schedule again check out our website

Our next Quiz Night is:
Monday 18 February  in The Rising Sun, Pensford,  7:30pm
We hope you can join us.

 
mail@byre-design.co.uk

'The Byre' 

Compton Dando
Manor Farm

Bristol    BS39 4JZ

eryb

Steve Rendell
B.A(Hons), B.Arch (Nottm)  

Architects Registration Board

No project is too small to benefit from 

an architect's advice, guidance & design

design

ARCHITECTS
01761 490419An initial visit to discuss your  

project and talk you through the  
design, planning permission and  
building control process  
is completely free

New house

Combe Down

Local Groups
Pensford Tennis Club
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DCM COMPUTER SERVICES 
Your Local support engineer. 

In House repairs, No call out charge 

Broadband, Wifi, Virus, email 

IPAD screens 

Quality Refurb Laptops 

 

Slow Computers – SOLVED 

Call Steve - 07970722774 



February 2019
Sat 2nd  All Saints’ Church Market, Church Room, Pensford, 10.00 - 11.30am
Sun 3rd  Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 9.30am
Mon 4th Pensford Local History Group, Church Room, Pensford, 7.30pm
Tues 5th  Prayer Group, Bridge House, 11.00am
Wed 6th  Alpha Course, Church Room, Pensford, 7.00 - 9.00pm
Sun 10th  Café Church, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 10.00am
 Teatime Fellowship, Church Room, 3.00 - 5.00pm
Mon 11th Parish Council Meeting, 7.15pm
Tues 12th  Prayer Group, Bridge House, 11.00am
Wed 13th  Alpha Course, Church Room, Pensford, 7.00 - 9.00pm
Thurs 14th Chew Valley Gardening Society, The Old Schoolrooms, Chew Magna, 8pm
Sun 17th  Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 9.30am
 Holy Communion, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 11.00am
Mon 18th Quiz Night, Pensford Tennis Club, The Rising Sun, Pensford, 7:30pm
Tues 19th  Prayer Group, Bridge House, 11.00am
Wed 20th  Alpha Course, Church Room, Pensford, 7.00 - 9.00pm
Sun 24th  Holy Communion, St. Leonard’s Chelwood, 9.30am
Tues 26th  Prayer Group, Bridge House, 11.00am
 St. Mary’s and St. Leonard’s PCC, St. Mary’s, 7.30pm
Wed 27th  Alpha Course, Church Room, Pensford, 7.00 - 9.00pm
Thurs 28th All Saints’ PCC, Church Room, Pensford, 7.30pm

March 2019
Sat 2nd  All Saints’ Church Market, Church Room, Pensford, 10.00 - 11.30am
Sun 3rd  Holy Communion, All Saints’ Publow, 9.30am
Mon 11th Parish Council Meeting, 7.15pm
Sun 10th  Café Church with Pancakes, St. Mary’s Compton Dando, 10.00am
 Teatime Fellowship, with Pancakes, Church Room, 3.00 - 5.00pm
Sun 31st  Mothering Sunday Service, All Saints’ Publow, 9.30am

Diary What’s On

Compton Dando  
   Coffee Morning 
       10.30-12.30 

Saturday 16th Feb 
Tuesday 12th Mar 

Come and join us for free coffee/tea and cakes 
Parish Hall  

A chance to meet up and spend some time getting to know each other  
      Contact: Alice 490800  

      Compton Dando Community Association 

Submission Information
If you want to see your event featured here in the Parish Newsletter then 
email the information to pensford@gmail.com before the 16th of the month 
to see it appear in the following edition. 
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Parish Council

Logs from  
Lords Wood
Dry hardwood logs,  

delivered to your home, 
ideal for open  

fires or wood burners
Contact  

Wilson Sherborne
07887 783206

No texts

Notes from a Meeting of Publow 
with Pensford Parish Council.
Black Marble Mantle Clock: The Parish 
Council were sent an e.mail from someone 
who is in possession of a Black marble 
mantle clock which was donated by the 
parishioners and others of Publow to “Mr 
George Smart as a slight recognition of his 
service rendered as a church warden of 
Publow for the past 7 years. Easter 1903”. 
On discussion it was agreed to try and find 
out if there are any relatives to Mr George 
Smart. The Parochial Church Council will 
also be contacted to look up the past records 
of the Church Wardens. Bin for Hillcrest: A 
request has been made for a new bin by the 
bus stop at Hillcrest. Photos were forwarded 
of the old rusty ring which used to be home 
to a bin many years ago in the hope that 
a replacement can be put there. B&NES 
have replied and are happy to consider the 
site if a bin was there before. However they 
are unable to make a site visit soon, and 
any application approved for a new bin 
will have to wait for the next financial year. 
Remembrance Sunday: Letters of thanks and 
donations had been sent to the Bugler and 
the British Legion. An e.mail of thanks had 
been sent to the Police thanking the PCSO’s 
for their continued and valued support for 
the Remembrance Sunday Parade. Donation 
to Church Tower: Thanks were extended to 
the Parish Council for their donation to the 
Church Tower. True speed: Concerns were 
raised regarding the works Truespeed have 
carried out on the Highway. A member of 
the public asked if the trenches sink or turn 
into pot holes do we have any promises they 
will come back and fix them? It was thought 
that problems can be reported to B&NES 
Authority who will ask Truespeed to come 
back. Repair to War Memorial: The Parish 
Council were asked if they have plans to 
have the cracks in the wall repaired at the 

rear of the War Memorial. Ownership of 
the wall is thought to be Riverside Cottage. 
Further concern was if the roots from the 
large conifers behind the War Memorial 
are causing the cracks in the wall could 
they be doing damage underneath the War 
Memorial. War Memorial Cleaning Works: 
A quote for the cleaning had been received. 
It also includes re-pointing where necessary 
and letter re-enamelling. Pricing for proposed 
stone plaque with additional name will be 
confirmed at a later date. The Parish Council 
would like to know how long the cleaning 
works will take as the cost appears to be 
quite large. Clerk has submitted a pre-grant 
application to the War Memorials Trust. 
They will respond with an application for 
the Grant and they will pay up to 75% of the 
cost of the works if the grant is successful. 
An application will also be submitted 
to the Community Trust. Community 
Award Nominations: Clerk confirmed that 
nominations had been submitted to B&NES 
Chairman’s Community Awards. Pensford 
A37 Safety Works: A start date for the 
works had been asked for. It was reported 
that the Bell Bollards are not a feasible 
option for Pensford Hill. They are too large 
and would restrict pedestrians too much. 
Other suggestions will be asked for. It was 
suggested that as the Parish were asked to 
prioritise the works initially then they should 
continue with the next work prioritised until 
B&NES decide on which bollards will be 
installed. It was agreed that a meeting will be 
arranged with Cllr May, Chairman, Clerk 
and B&NES representative. Fingerposts: 
Kelston Forge hope to start the Fingerpost 
at the bottom of Priestdown, Publow in 
approximately 6 weeks time. Highways will 
be asked to help with groundworks at the 
bottom of the Fingerpost. Tesco blue tokens 
are now being collected in relation to the 
Fingerposts.

Parish Council
Parish Council Meting Notes continued:
Police: A reminder that the Local 
Neighbourhood Police Team will be holding 
Beat Surgeries outside the Fire Station in 
Chew Magna on the following Wednesdays 
- 23rd January & 20th February between 
11am & 1pm A car was broken into on The 
High Street Pensford on 5th January 2019. 
Climbing and walking kit was taken along 
with a phone, camera, Charging cables, 
USB’s and cash. A bin bag full of stuff from
the boot was left by the back gate of the Old 
Bakery. Old Road Vehicle Activated Sign: 
A resident has e.mailed again asking when 
the VAS will be installed at Old Road. The 
resident is seriously concerned about the 
safety of pedestrians and the speed at which 
cars travel along Old Road. Cllr May has 
responded. Local Plan: Clerk submitted a 
letter on behalf of the Parish Council. This 
has been circulated. Cllr May thanked the 
Clerk for her submission on behalf of the 
Parish Council. Memorial Hall Playground: 

The Memorial Hall will be purchasing some 
new mushroom seating/play equipment for 
the Playground. Clerk has confirmed that the 
usual procedures of invoicing and donations 
apply in order to reclaim VAT. Pensford 
Post Office: Clerk gave a Thank You card 
to Umang and Vaishali at the Post Office 
for their kind donation of the Christmas 
Tree. Allotments: Further enquiries have 
been received over the holiday period for 
allotment plots. Clerk will be meeting with 
future tenants on Saturday 19th January 2019 
to look at the remaining plots. Problems with 
deer eating the vegetables on the allotment 
site are still being experienced and is getting 
quite frustrating for some tenants. Budget/
Precept: An Income & Expenditure sheet 
was circulated. Based on these figures the 
majority of the Parish Council were in favour 
of a 2% rise to be added to the Precept.

Date of next meeting  
Monday 11th February 2019
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Local Groups
Bishop Sutton Community Library
In November a new community library 
opened in Bishop Sutton, based at 
The Link, formerly the Bishop Sutton 
Methodist Church.
The library is linked to Libraries West 
and is open to all, with current opening 
times of Thursday afternoons from 2 to 
4.30 and Saturday mornings from 10 to 
12.  More details can be found on our 
Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
bishopsuttoncommunitylibrary/
Liz Kingston, Parish Councillor, who 
heads up the volunteer group running 
the library, has written the following:

The story so far...
In a few short weeks since our opening in 
November, we have come a long way. In 
November alone, we renewed, lent and 
returned 220 books and welcomed 43 
new members to BANES Library service. 
The Click & Collect service is proving 
particularly popular so anyone with a 
library card can order whatever book 
they want from Libraries West which has 
150 libraries .... and get it delivered to 
Bishop Sutton, this amounts to a whole 
lot of books at your disposal. We can 
register new members at Bishop Sutton.
Whilst we are talking about numbers... 
We have served over 500 cups of coffee 
and 300 slices of cake. We have free WIFI 
provided by Truespeed and the Link is 
simply a great place to meet friends for a 
coffee. We have a children’s and family 
area, a quiet area, tables, sofas, places to 
chat or chill out.

The message we would like to get out 
in the Chew Valley is that although we 
are situated in Bishop Sutton, if you are 
in Chew Magna, Chew Stoke, Stowey, 
Compton Martin, West or East Harptree, 
Ubley, Hinton Blewett, Stanton Wick, 
Chelwood or Clutton, we are your 
closest library!
We also have books for sale.
We have events coming up to celebrate 
the Chinese New Year, Mothering 
Sunday & Easter. We have a resident 
volunteer on a Saturday who sits and 
reads to children and we are always open 
to new ideas and initiatives across the 
Valley. Further details of these events 
can be found on our Facebook page 
or by contacting the library direct at 
librarybishopsutton@gmail.com. Please 
like our page?
Plans for the future.... We are constantly 
evolving as we pass this embryonic stage, 
we may look to upgrade the stock to a 
larger number of books this year but as 
ever, this can only be done with the help 
of our volunteers without whom, we 
would have never reached this far.
Please do come in and see us, we are 
open Thursday afternoons 2 till 4.30 and 
Saturday mornings 10 to 12.

Chelwood Lucky Draw
December
£12 -S.Buck;£10 - J. Penney;  
£7 - P. Joyner; £3 - P. Jones.



Every Tuesday  
9.45am - 11.45am at Pensford Memorial Hall 
£3 per family. Babies welcome!
Contact Angharad Allen on 07967 730357  
or email pensfordtoddlers@outlook.com  
for more information.

First  
session  

free
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School Highlights

A message from Mr Barton
It has been a great pleasure for me to 
work with a very enthusiastic group of 
pupils from Years 5 and 6 this week on 
re-launching our Eco Team. Last year 
we were very successful in engaging with 
a range of energy-saving initiatives that 
earned us a prize as joint winners (with 
Freshford school) of the Energy Sparks 
competition. It has been a busy year at 
Pensford and we are only just joining in 
with this year’s competition, but we are 
already placed well up the table (3rd as I 
write) on the Energy Sparks website.
The children earn points for the school 
by carrying out a wide range of activities 
as suggested by Energy Sparks. This year 
I have been particularly impressed with 
how independent our children have 
been in taking decisions about which 
activities to do and logging them online 
themselves. The younger members of the 
Eco-Team will be joining in too, from 
next week.

Ducklings
Although our topic is all about bears, 
many children have naturally gravitated 
towards playing with castles and dragons.  
We always follow the children’s interests 
and so have let them take the lead.  They 
have built a castle that now sits on top 
of the bear den, and many children have 
made egg-box dragons. We also welcomed 
Mrs Young, our new PPA cover teacher 
and they enjoyed learning the honey pot 
game with her.

Dragonfly
The NSPCC visited our school and 
gave an assembly on ‘speaking out and 
staying safe’ and on Thursday the whole 
school were excited to visit the Tobacco 
Factory to watch a performance of the 
Borrowers. As well as all these exciting 
things, we have started to learn the story 
‘Mr Gumpy’s motor car’ in English 
and in Maths we are learning about 
multiplication and place value.

Otter
We were introduced to our new PSHE 
value for the term which is ‘ambition.’  
Through this theme, we will be thinking 
about our strengths, what we want to 
improve at and what we want to achieve 
both now and in the future.  After our 
visit to the Tobacco Factory to see the 
Borrowers, we will now be using this 
experience in our English lessons to write 
stories and newspaper reports based 
around what we saw.

Kingfisher
This week we were fortunate enough to 
have a Secondary PGCE student (Mrs 
Lanphier) join us and help across every 
subject and she got to teach her specialist 
subject (English) with a very interesting 
SPAG lesson.  We started our writing 
linked to the Borrowers this week, which 
is of a very high standard already and in 
maths we have started our new unit of 
measurement.

Pensford Primary School

You can view this newsletter and any previous versions online at:  
www.publow-with-pensford-pc.gov.uk

Pensford Post Office
Village Stores

Opening Hours
Mon - Fri: 06:00am - 06:00pm

Sat: 07:00am - 06:00pm
Sun: 08:00 - 01:00pm

01761 490217



RNLI Quiz Night 
with Hot Supper

Saturday 23rd March 2019
7pm for 7:30pm start
Chew Stoke Church 

Hall, Church Lane, Chew 
Stoke BS40 8TU

Great news! Our quiz 
master, Roy Ireson, 

makes a special return 
to the Valley - not to be 

missed! Hot supper, raffle, 
cash bar - lots of fun! 
Maximum 8 per team. 

£12.50 From Tim Gracey 
(01275 854623) or any 
committee member.
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Chew Valley U3A
Monday 18th February 2019

Coffee morning at Ubley Village Hall on 
Monday, 18 February, 2019 when Alys Laver of 
the Wildlife and Wetlands Trust will be giving 
a talk about Steart Marshes. Refreshments will 
be available from 10 am and the meeting will 
commence at 10.30 am. The meeting fee for 

members is £1 and for visitors £2.50.

What’s On Outside The Benefice

Gadget Busters
Wednesday 6th & 20th February

Gadget Busters is based at the Rural Network Hub 
at the Children’s Centre next to Chew Valley 

School and takes place every 2 weeks on alternate 
Wednesdays 9:45-11:45am, £3 per Gadget Busters 

session.
Get help with your laptop, iPad, tablet, phone or 

camera. Drop into our friendly and informal group 
to talk to one of our volunteers. You don’t need to 
book, just turn up. Chew Valley Children’s Centre, 

Chew Lane Chew Magna BS40 8QA.

Organised by Age UK Bath &  
North East Somerset.

What’s On Outside The Benefice

Art & Craft Workshops - Cam Valley Arts Trail Group
Saturday 2nd March

Why not try your hand at a new skill in the company of others? 
You will be amazed at how much you can do in a few hours and have 

something made by you to take home. Workshops in: modern calligraphy, 
lino cutting, textile collage, fused glass work, and silverwork. Go on treat 

yourself and book a place. A couple of comments from previous workshops: 
“Delightful and stimulating. Encouragement to be creative.” “Very friendly 

atmosphere. Help available as soon as requested.” This is a fantastic opportunity 
to come and try different art and creative techniques. 

Held on Saturday 2nd March at the Conygre Hall in Timsbury, approx. 10 
miles south of Bath and Bristol. 

The sessions have been organised to share the arts within our communities, 
you do not need any experience. Any profit will be used to fund free taster art 

sessions at our annual arts trail in November. Booking opens 1st February
To book, visit our contact page for full details and costs and complete the 

http://www.camvalleyartstrail.co.uk

The Arts Society 
Mendip

5th February
‘Dante’s Divine Comedy - 
‘Otherworld’ images from 
Botticelli to Blake’. Patsy 
Erskin-Hill will look at 

some of the works by the 
many artists who have 

been inspired by this work. 
5th March

‘The English face  
unmasked - 5 centuries 
of portrait technique’ 
by Sarah Cove, one 
of Britain’s foremost 

Technical Art Historians. 
Bath and West Bar & 

Restaurant, B&W Show 
Ground, Shepton Mallet, 

BA4 6QN at 11:00am
www.theartssociety 

mendip.org.uk
Guests Welcome.  

Contact 01934 862435.

Chew Valley Gardening Society
Thursday 14th February

We welcome George Hargreaves, who will be 
talking about “French Gardens” George will 
also judge this month’s competition, which 

is “A Valentine Posy”.  We aim to provide an 
interesting and informative range of talks and 

activities for those interested in gardening, 
whether a beginner or experienced. Full details 

of the programme of talks and visits for 2019 are 
shown on the Society’s Facebook Page: www.

facebook.com/chewvalleygardeningsociety
New members and visitors are always welcome 
at our meetings, which close with tea or coffee, 

giving you a chance to chat with gardening 
friends, old and new. Please come along to the 

Old Schoolroom in Chew Magna on the second 
Thursday each month, at 8.00pm.

 Chew Valley Wildlife Group
Thursday 28th February

France - Bird Watching & Bird Conservation, 
Chew Magna Old School Room, 7.45pm.  

Admission £2.50. Illustrated talk by Ken Hall.
Ken is the UK representative for the Ligue pour 

la Protection des Oiseaux (LPO), which is the 
RSPB’s equivalent in France. 
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Professional Carpet, 
Rug & Upholstery Cleaning

www.avoncarpetcleaning.co.uk

BRISTOL: 0117 3180979
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Grid n°49917 medium

We have all the free sudokus you need! 400 new sudokus every week.

Make your own free printable sudoku at   www.PrintMySudoku.com

Sudoku challenge - 0219 (Medium)

Last edition’s answers

Notice Board

Advertise in this  
magazine from only  
£45 per year

Simply email
www.pensford.gmail.com
For more information

IT’S PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION YEAR!
CAN YOU……
• Be Honest?

• Handle a budget?
• Resist peer pressure?

• Treat friends and strangers alike no matter what!
THEN YOUR PARISH NEEDS YOU!

Its election year and if you have something to offer your 
community then don’t forget to take part. Nominations must 
be in between the 26th of March and the 3rd of April or you 

CAN’T stand in May so don’t miss your chance.



Bath and North East Somerset Council
Chelwood - Karen Warrington  
07867 518439
Compton Dando - Miss S Davis 
01761 472356
Publow- Mr P May 01761 452223
B&NES Information Switchboard
01225 477000
Bristol Airport (Noise Concerns)
01275 473799
Chelwood Parish Council
Chair - Mr P Sherborne 01761 490586
Chelwood Village Hall
Bookings - Mr Pat Harrison 01761 
490218
Chew Valley Gardening Society
Liz Heaford 01761 490271
Compton Dando Parish Council
Chair - Dawn Drury 07584710130
Clerk - Susan Smith 07746930582 
or email clerk@comptondando-
parishcouncil.org.uk
Compton Dando Parish Hall
Bookings - Mrs Fox 01761 490955
Compton Dando Village Group
Chair - Hannah Maggs 07720 574200
Secretary - Barend ter Haar 07932 
104747
Pensford Evergreens
Geoff Beedell 01761490371
Pensford Football
Steve Harrison 07891 635661
Pensford Golf Society
Chair - David Parnell 01761 490888
Pensford Gospel Hall
Roy Hill 01275 332475
Pensford Guides
Rachael Dando 01761 490663
Pensford Local History Group
Therese Tyson 01761 490670

Email the Parish News Team at 
pensford@gmail.com

Pensford Memorial Hall
Chair - Steve Wilcox 07970 722774
Bookings - 0790 040 7695 or email 
pensfordhallbookings@hotmail.co.uk
Pensford Neighbourhood Watch
Coordinator - Chris James 01761 
490392
Pensford School
Headteacher - Mr Warrick Barton  
01761 490470
Chair of Governors - Nigel Chambers 
Pensford Tennis Club
Secretary - Alison Patey 01275 832201
Pensford Toddlers Group
Angharad Allen - 07967 730357
Police Community Support Officers
Mr Martyn Bragg 101
Publow Parish Council
Chair - Mrs Janette Stephenson  
01761 490352 
Clerk - Mrs J Bragg 01275 333549
Rotary Club
Tony Quinn 01761 419328
Stanton Drew & Pensford Playgroup
Leader - Lynne Willmott 07515 712545
Village Agent
Ken Webb 01275 333700

Parish News Team
Enquiries - Judith Hillman 07802 662291
Submission, typesetting and design -  
Victoria Spicer 01761 492559
Treasurer - Kate Matthews  
01275 891275
Head distributor -  
Yvonne Phillips 01761 490426
Main distributors: Woollard - Mary 
Rogers, Compton Dando - Pam Cole & 
Fiona Greg-Smith, Chelwood -  
Jacky Young

The deadline for March edition 
submissions is the 16th February.

Items in this Magazine do not necessarily reflect the views of the Rector and PCC.

Directory of Local Organisations




